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BOOK X. 


T he French detachment, which marched under the command of 
Saubinet, againftTrinomalee, were refifted with bravery by the 
kellidar appointed by Rangarow ofThiagar, who flood three aflaults, 
in the lafl of which the French flormed the pagoda, and with much 
fury put 500 men to the fword. This conquefl was gained on the 
loth of September, and on the i6th Mr. Soupire appeared with a 
large divifion of the army before Carangoly, which Murzafabeg not 
thinking tenable had left with a few troops to relifl flight af- 
faults, and returned with the refl to defend Trivatore. Carangoly 
fubmitted on the firfl fummons, and at the fame time another de- 
tachment under the command of the Chevalier de Crillon marched 
againfl Trivatore, where Murzafabeg, with 300 horfe of his own, 
joined by as many belonging to the Nabob, from Arcot, and a body 
of Sepoys, met the enemy in the field, and were foon defeated and dif- 
perfed ; in confequence of which Trivatore was re-taken without 
farther refiflance. In the mean time Mr. Lally himfelf, with an 
efcort of horfe, vifited Alamparva, Gingee, Carangoly, Chittapct, 
and feveral minor pofls, and then came to Vandiwafh, where all the 
detachments had aflembled from their different expeditions. Here he 
was joined by Mr. Bufly, who, leavingthe troops which he had brought 
from the northward to the conduct of Moracin at Nelore, had pafled 
from hence with his private retinue, under the fafeguard of a palT- 
port granted by the prefidency of Madrafs. From Vandiwafh Mr. 
Lally detached the Count D’Eflaigne with a part of the army to re- . 
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(luce the fort of Arcot, to whom Timery furrendered ia the way 
without rehftance ; and before he arrived at Arcot, Rajahfaheb had 
fucceeded in a negotiation with the Nabob’s kellldar to deliver up the 
fort on an infignificant capitulation. Mr. Lally, thinking that the tak- 
ing poffeffion of the citadel of the capital would magnify his reputa- 
tion in the province, refolved to receive the furrender in perfon, and 
made his entry into the fort on the 4th of 0£lober, under the dif- 
charge of all the cannon ; and dlfpatched orders to Pondicherry 
and the other French garrifons to proclaim the acquihtion with the 
lame often tation. 

The prefidency of Madrafs favv in thefe operations nothing but 
what they expelled would have happened immediately after the fall of 
Fort St. David ; and the prefervation of Chinglapet, if in their power, 
gave them more folllcltude, than the abandoning of all the other 
forts together, which the inferiority of their force had left them no 
means of preferving. At therequeftof the renter of Chinglarpet, they 
had lent two companies of Sepoys to guard this fort, whilft his own 
men with arms were employed in protecting the harvefts, and the 
fame number of Sepoys were fent at the fame time to garrifbn 
Conjeveram. Towards the end of Auguft a lieutenant was ap- 
pointed to command thofe in Chinglapet, and carried with him ano- 
ther company. On the 14th of September arrived the Company’s 
fhlp Pitt, of 50 guns ; Ihe I'ailed from England on the 6th of March 
together with fix others, under the convoy of the Grafton of 70, 
and the Sunderland of 60 guns, coming to reinforce Mr. Pocock’s 
i quadron : on board of thefe Ihips were embarked poo men of the king’s 
troops, embodied in a regiment under the command of lieutenant colo- 
nel Draper, wlio, with major Brereton, and 100 of the regiment, arrived 
and landed from on board the Pitt, but 50 had died on the paflage of a 
contagion, then called the Breft fever, which had pafled during the war 
from the French marine into many Engiifh fhips. The troops which 
came in the Pitt, and the expectation that the other fhips with the 
reft would arrive before tlic change of the monfoon, encouraged 
the Prefidency to fend four companies more of Sepoys to Ching- 
Japet : this reinforcement ftopped the march of a conliderable dc- 
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tachmeut, which had fet out on the 1 9th from Carangoly to attack' 
Chbiglapet, wlierQ, immediately after, arrived the two companies of 
Sepoys from Conjeveram, retreating as foon as Trivatore was re- 
duced,, The garrifon, now confifting of nine companies, was deemed 
almoft fufficient to maintain the fort, until relieved from Madrafs ; 
and captain Richard Smith was appointed to take the command, and 
with him were fent two commiffioned officers, a ferjeant, a cor- 
poral, and 1 2 European gunners, and two field-pieces ; fo that the 
whole number of Europeans, including the ferjeants of the Sepoys, 
were thirty chofen men, and captain Smith was ordered to defend 
the fort at all events and extremities. On the 25tli, the fquadroir 
commanded by Mr. Pococke anchored in the road, having executed 
a fecret commiffion which had detained him all this while to the 
fouthward, and had given rife to a variety of erroneous reports and 
conjectures. The prefidency on the; 25th of Auguft liad finally re- 
folved to recall Major Calliaud from Tritchinopoly, with all the 
European foldiers and Coffrees in the garrii'on, excepting fuch as 
were in the fervice of the artillery, or annexed to the Scp<ws, Cal- 
liaud, juft as he was ready to march, received intelligence on the 
5 th of September, that a very large fleet of Englifb fliips were arrived 
at Anjengo there ; which, although doubtful, required him 10 ru/j)end 
his departure until more certain advices, wliich he received on the 
1 5th and the next day began his marcli, with i8o Europeans and 50 
Coffrees, leaving, according to his inftrvnftions, the command of the 
garrifon, in which were now included the 2000 Sepoys brought by 
Mahomed Iflbof from Tinlvelly, to captain Jofeph Smith. The 
detachment marching through the Tanjore country met every kind 
of afliftance in their way, and on the 23d embarked from Nega- 
j>atam on board the fquadron, which arrived two days after at Madrafs. 
ThivS reinforcement incrcafed the means of protefling Chinglapet ; 
and four more field-pieces, with a complement of Lafears to work 
them, were fent thither on the 2d of Oftober. 

Mr. Lally at length faw the importance of this place, which, 20 
days before, he might have taken by efcalade in open day, and refoh'ed 
to march againft it with his whole force as foon as he Jiad fettled fome 
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arrangements in the government of Arcot, and the adjacent countries. 
In the mean time his communication with Chinglapet was opened by 
the pofleffion of Covrepauk and Conjeveram, which his detachments 
found evacuated. But his late acquifitions had not hitherto reimburfed 
the expences of the field, nor eftabliflied his credit to borrow : fo 
that his treafury could barely fupply the pay of the Ibldiersj and 
could not provide the other means of putting the army in motion, 
and all that the government of Pondicherry could immediately fur- 
nifh was 10,000 rupees: pretending therefore much indignation at 
this difappointment, he diftributed the troops into various canton- 
ments, and returned himfelf, accompanied by Mr. Bully, to Pondi- 
cherry, where as ufiial he imputed the failure of hifr intentions againft 
Chinglapet to the mifmanagements of the Company’s adminiftration, 
Notwithftanding his deep animofity to Mr. Bully, relpeft to the dif- 
tinguilhed charader of this officer confined Mr. Lallyto the obfei- 
vances of public civility ; which impofed on no one, as he had Hill 
more publickly exprelled his real opinions. The rank which Mr. 
Bully held at this time was only that of lieutenant colonel ; and 
befides Mr. Souplre, who was a major general, fix of the officers ar- 
riv’ed from France were colonels, who of courfe mull command 
him on all fervices when ading together. The colonels, fenfible 
of the advantages which might be derived from his abilities, and his 
experience and reputation in the country, and how much the op- 
portunities would be precluded by the prefent inferiority of his 
rank, figned a declaration, requelling on thefe confiderations that 
he might be appointed a Brigadier General, in fuperfeffion to them- 
felves, which would place him next in command to Mr. Soupire^ 
The public zeal which didated this requell, conferred as much 
honour on thofe who made it, as their tellimony on Mr. Bully. 
Their names, highly worthy of record on this occafion, were mollly 
of antient and noble defeent ; D’Ellaign, de Landivifiau, de la Faire, 
Bretueil, Verdiere, and Crillon. Mr. Lally could make no objedion, 
but with his ufual afperlty Imputed the compliment to the influence 
of Mr. Bully’s money, inllead of his reputation, 
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The approach of the ftormy monfoon warned the Englifh fquadron 
to quit the coaft ; and Mr. Pococke, as on all other occafions of con- 
fequence, confulted the prefidency on the fecurity of Madrafs dur- 
ing his abfence. They were of opinion that the enemy, if at all, 
would not attack the town before the rains had ceafed, which gene- 
rally happens about the end of November, and had no doubt of de- 
fending it until reinforcements Ihould arrive, or the fquadron return. 
But as the latenefs of the feafon might deter the Ihips expeefted from 
England from venturing on the coaft until the month of January, 
they requefted Mr. Pococke to lend the marines of the fquadron, with 
which he complied without hefitation. One hundred men were 
landed, and on the nth the fquadron weighed anchor and failed 
for Bombay. 

Mr. Moracin, having purpofely waited at Nelore until the end 
of September, then began his march with the detachment left to his 
care by Mr. Bufly, and was accompanied by Nazeabulla with the 
troops of his government : proceeding through the woods and nioun- 
talns of Bangar Yatcham Nalgue, they arrived at the pagoda of 
Tripetty on the 5th of Odober, the day on which the great annual 
feaft began ; which lafts 25 days. They were here joined by Abdul- 
wahab Cawn, with his troops from Chandergherry : they gave no 
difturbance to the pilgrims, but fummoned the renter to dilinifs his 
guards and deliver up the avenues, who, not having a force fufficlenC 
to make any effedual oppofitlon, made propofals to rent the reve- 
nue of this, and the enfulng featbs, from the French, on the fame 
terms as he had hitherto held them from the Englilh govermenr, 
and tendered a fum in hand, which Moraclii accepted, and confirmed 
him in the employment. Then leaving a part of his detachment to 
guard this valuable acqulfition, he proceeded on the i6th with the 
reft, and the troops of Nazeabulla to Arcot through the country of 
Bomrauze, who, inftead of oppofing their paflage, paid tlicm a vlfit. 
But Abdulwahab, much offended that the management of the pago- 
da, which had fo long been the ohjefl of his wilhes, was not granted 
to hlmfelf, retired with his troops to Chandergherry, Niizeabulla 
I and 
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r.iul Moi.icin arrived at Arcot on the 12th, and leaving their troops 
tliciv: went on to attend Mr. Lally at Pondicherry. 

'['he delillancs of Mr. I.ally from marching againft Chinglapet 
after the redu< 5 llon of Arcot, gave the prefidency of Madrafs' encou- 
ragement and opportunity to ftrcngthen that place more efi’eilually. 
The partlzan Murzafabeg, having fince the French fuccelVes no 
employment for the troops he had levied, had brought the heft of 
them, 70 horfe and 200 Sepoys, to Chlnglapet, where they were 
taken Into the company’s pay ; and on the 30th of October it was 
determined to encreafe the garrifon to 100 Europeans, and 1200 
Sepovs, to fend feveral pieces of battering cannon, to lay-in three 
months provlfions, and to repair the works. At the fame time 
Captain Smith was recalled to Madrafs, to ferve in his former em- 
ployment of aid de camp to Colonel Lawrence, and captain Prefton 
\\as fent to take the command of Chinglapet, which illnefs had 
obliged him to quit. Before his arrival captain R, Smith had de- 
tached Murzafabeg on the 29th, with four companies of Sepoys 
and ibmc of the horfe, to diflodge a party of the enemy’s Sepoys, 
wlio had taken pofh in the village of Polipore, lituated about 
two miles from the other fide of the Paliar ; Murzafabeg attacked 
them at day-break, killed and wounded 20, difperfed the reft, and ga- 
thered 6oof their muikets, which they had thrown down in theirflight. 

The arrival of a vefl'el at Pondicherry on the i8th, from Mau- 
ritius, which brought treafurc, together with 100,000 rupees, 
brought by Mr. Moracin from Tripetti, enabled Mr. Lally to put 
the French troops into motion again : and, as the fymptoms of 
the rainy feafon hung back even at the end of the month, parties 
began to aflemble at Carangoly, Salawauk, and Conjeveram, and Mr. 
Lally himfelf came from Pondicherry to Vandiwafti. On the 2d 
of November 250 Europeans, 100 troopers, with fome black horfe 
and Sepoys, marched from Salawauk, and took poft again at Poli- 
pore, where they were joined on the 5th by 400 more Europeans, 
with feveral pieces of battering cannon, and a mortar ; intelligence 
of which came to Madrafs the next day, a few hours after the 
iaft convoy of fupplles had fet out for Chinglapet ; and as the 


mam- 



Book X. The Carnatic. 

maintenance of this place depended on the arrival of thefe fup- 
plies, it was refolvcd that 1200 Europeans and 1800 Sepoys, by far 
the greateft part of the garrifon of Madrafs, fhoiild immediately take 
the field to cover them ; of which one half, under the command of 
lieutenant colonel Draper, were to advance as far as Vendalore, 
within 1 o miles of Chlnglapct ; whilft the other, with colonel Law- 
rence, were to halt at St. Thomas’s mount, ready to fupport Dra- 
per’s divifion : they marched on the 7th in the morning ; and the 
news flopped the French troops at Polipore from cro fling the river, 
and the march of a detachment advancing from Conjeveram under the 
command of Saubinet, both intending to intercept the convoy; which 
got fafe into Chinglapet on the evening of the ninth. Colonel Draper 
continued at Vendalore until the iith, when he received fome in- 
telllgence of the approach of the whole of the enemy’s army, on 
which he marched back with his divifion, and joined that with colo- 
nel Lawrence at the mount. 

Every day had proved the good effedfs of re-eftablifhing the pof- 
feflion of Chinglapet ; for, under the proteiflion of this barrier, the 
country behind, which is more extcnfive than the diflrifts protefled 
by Pondomalee and Tripaflbur, continued to furnifh Madrafs witli 
dally fupplles of all kinds of provifions and neccflarles, by which 
tlie flock laid up in flore to fuflaln the impending fiege was fivecl ; 
and to preferve this benefit as long as pofiible, the troops which had 
been fent abroad with Draper and Lawrence were ordered to remain 
encamped at the mount until the lafl hour which might endanger 
the fafety of their retreat to the town ; after wliich, as the befl of 
external means to protra(5t the fiege when commenced, it was de- 
termined to have a body of troops in the field diflliufl from theie 
already belonging to the garrifon, whicli, if nothing more, u'ere to 
be continually employed in harraffing the enemy’s convoys of flores 
and provifions. Accordingly a contract, which liad for fome months 
been under difeuffion, was concluded with the agynt of Morarirow 
for the fervice of 2000 Morattoe horfe, of which 500 were to ar- 
rive in 25 ifays, and tiie reft in 45 ; fut as i > ftircti-. ' were ix. 'fived, 
the pundluallty of this aftiflance could not be relu i on. Toe pre- 
iidcncy, therefore, as a furcr rcfource, ordered the commandaut Ala- 

homed 


373 

^758- 

L _ ^ i 

November. 



374 
1 73 


The War of Coromandel. Book X* 

Iioinccl Iflbof to take the field with 2000 of their own Sepoys from 
tJic pjarrifoii of Tritchinopoly ; and requefted the king of Tanjore 
to join this body with 1000 of his horfe, and the Polygar Tondi- 
man, and even the diftant Moravars, with the l>efl of their troops ; 
for whom, however, Mahomed Iflbof was not to wait ; and, in cafe 
none of thefe allies arrived in time, he was impowered to enlift 500 
cood horfe if to be found in his march. The Nabob flill maintained 
300 horfe, part of whom attended his perfon at St. Thome, and 
the refl: were difperfed in the adjacent diftribls, who on the receipt 
o f fime money joined tlie army at the Mount ; to which all the 
polygars to tlie northward of Madrafs were likevvife commanded to 
lend their troops ; but none came : and the Partlzan Murzafabeg, 
having been refilled an increafe of pay which he demanded in this 
hour of ncccllity, went ott' in tlie night with his 70 horfe and fome 
of his Sepoys, and took fervice with the French army at Conjeveram. 

The troops, of whofe approach L. Colonel Draper had received 
intelligence, were 500 irregular Sepoys, under the command of an 
aftive adventurer named Lambert, with part of the horfe levied by 
Rajahlaheb, who had been fent forward to plunder and terrify the 
country. They crofled the Paliar, and on the 15th, appeared before 
Tripaflbur, and attacked the pettah, but were repulfed at the hedge 
which furrounds it, with the lofs of 20 men, by the Peons of the 
renter, and the two companies of Sepoys ftationed in the fort. 

But the French army were not in fuch readinefs as the Englilh 
imagined to commence the fiegc of Madrafs. All the draught 
bullocks which Pondicherry had been able to collebl were not fuf- 
ficlent to tranfport one half of the heavy artillery neceflary for the 
attack; and the greatefl part of the train, with many other ftores, 
had been laden a month before on the Harlem taken from the 
Dutch, which llilp failed acrofs the bay, in order to work to the 
northward on the other fide, when die w'as to ftretch acrofs again 
and fall in wnth Mafullpatam, where Ihe was to receive more cannon 
and fores, and then come down the coaft to Madrafs. The time 
was elapfcd in wdiich a w'ell-filling veflel might have made this paf- 
fage,' and without new^s of the Harlem ; and on this difippointmcnt 
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Mr. Lally ordered another ftore of artillery, which had bedh dc- 
pofited at Al^mparva, to .be fliipped on two frigates, the Diligente 
and the Expedition, which were in the road of Pondicherry, hut 
laden for other voyages ; fo that it would require a month before 
they could get this artillery on board, and work up againft the wind 
and current to Madrafs. However, the French army might have 
advanced many days before, if they had not been in want of many 
other articles, w^hich, although of much more minute detail, were 
equally of abfolute neceffity. As foon as thefe were fuppllcd, the 
firft divifion moved from Conjeveram on the 1 9th ; but Mr. Lally 
being very ill, had detained the referve until the 2 2d, when the 
great body of the monfoon rain fell with the utmoft violence, and 
lafted without intermiffion for three days : the troops abroad, warned 
by the iky, were on their march back to Conjeveram when the rain 
began, but neverthelefs gained their way with much difficulty and 
diftrefs, and after it had ceafed, the furface of the country continued 
impaffable for feveral days. 

Whilft the collciSted force of both nations in the Carnatic were 
thus waiting the impending conflict, each were equally folicitous con- 
cerning the fuccefs of the armament fent from Bengal into the north- 
ern provinces. Mr. Johnftone, who had been fent from Calcutta to 
concert preparations with the Rajah Anunderauze, arrived on the 
1 2th of September at Vlzagapatam, of which the Rajah’s officers 
there immediately put him in pofleffion, as the Company’s repre- 
fentative. The Rajah himfelf was encamped with his forces at Cof- 
fimcotah, a fort 20 miles to the weft of Vlzagapatam, and 1 5 inland 
from the fea. His letter to Mr. Johnftone exprefled much fatif- 
fa(ftion that the Englifti troops were coming, but lignified his in- 
tention not to furnifti any money towards their expences. Tem- 
peftuous weather from the fouth delayed the arrival of the fliips and 
veflels with Colonel Ford until the 20th of Odlober. As foon as 
the difembarkation was made, two of the Company’s fhips were fent 
back to Bengal *, but the other, the Hardwicke, and the two {loops, 
remained to attend the progrefs of the expedition. The troops moved 
from Vlzagapatam on the ift of November, and on the third joined 
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tfic Rajah and army at Coflimcotah, from ^vflence it was deter- 
mined to march againft Ri^hmundrum, where Mr. Conflans had' 
coile<^ed the French troops from all parts, and tlicy were already 
advancing to attack the Rajah ; but, on hearing that the Englilh 
troops were in motion to join him, they halted and' encamped.- 

Mr. Johnftone had dilpatched the floop in which he came, with 
advices to Madrafs of his reception at Vizagapatam ; on which they 
immediately fent away Mr. Andrews, with, fevcral afirftants, to re- 
eftablilh the fadory under their own authority, on which the fettle- 
ment had always been dependent : They likewife fent Captain Cal- 
lendar, an officer on the Madrafs eftabliffiment, to ad as fecond 
under Colonel Forde. The veflel which brought them arrived at Vi- 
zagapatam on the 2ift of November ; and Andrews with Callendar 
immediately went to the camp, which, by long halts and fhort 
marches, had not yet advanced 30 miles l)eyond Coffimeotah. Various 
excufes were employed by the Rajah to extenuate this delay ; but the 
real caufe was his repugnance to furniffi the money which Colonel 
Forde demanded, who was not a little offended at his evafions. Mr. 
Andrews, who, having been chief of Madapollam, had long been 
perfbnally known to the Rajah, adjufted their ditlerences by a treaty, 
which ftipuiated, “ that all pkuider ffiould be equally divided ; that 
** all the countries which might be conquered Ihould be delivered 
“ to the Rajah, who was to collect the revenues ; but that the fea- 
“ ports and towns at the mouths of tlie rivers ffiould belong to the 
“ company, with the revenues of the diftridts annexed to them ; that 

no treaty for the difpofal or reftitution, whether of the Rajah’s or 
“ the Englifh pofl'effions, fhould be made without the confent of 
“ both parties; that the Rajah ffiould fupply 50,000 rupees a month 
“ for the expences of the army, and 6000, to commence from their 
“ arrival at Vizagapatam, for the particular expences of the officers.” 
He held out likewife other propofals of future alliance, which he had 
not yet autliority to ratify. 

The united forces now moved in earneft, and on the 3d of De- 
cember came in fight of the enemy, who were encamped 40 miles on 
this fide of Rajahmundrum, in a ftrong lituation wliich commanded 
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the high road, near a village called Gallapool, and in fight of a fort 
called Peddiporc. They had 500 Europeans, many more pieces of 
cannon than they could ufe at once, a great number of the troops 
of the country, of which 500 were horfe, and 6000 Sepoys. Of the 
Englilh force embarked from Bengal, only 30 Europeans and a few 
Sepoys were wanting, who had been left fick at Vizagapatam ; fo 
that there were in the field 470 Europeans, and 1 900 Sepoys, The 
Rajah had 500 paltry horfe, and 5000 foot, fome with aukward fire- 
arms, the reft with pikes and bows ; but he had colleiled 40 Euro- 
peans, who managed four field-pieces under the conunand of Mr. 
Briftol ; befides which his own troops had fome ufelefs cannon. On 
the 6th, the Englifh and the Rajah’s army advanced and took pof- 
feflion of a village called Chambole, on the high road likewife, 
within four miles of the enemy, when each deemed the fituation of 
the other too ftrong to be attacked : on ^jdiich Colonel Forde, as the 
only means to draw the enemy from theirs to a general aftion, re- 
folved to march round and i^gain the road to Rajahmundrum in their 
rear, by paffing under the hills to their left, where the enemy could 
aiot derive much advantage from their horfe. The Rajah approved ; 
and (on the 9th, at four in the morning, the Englifh troops were 
in motion ; but the Rajah’s with their ufual indolence not prepared 
to march. Near the foot of tlie hills, about three miles to the right 
of the village of Chambole, was another called Condore, to gain 
which, the Engllfti troops having filed from tire right, were in 
march, when at day-break they heard a ftrong cannonade towards 
the Raj'ah*s camp. It %vas from 6 guns, which Mr. Conflans, igno- 
rant of Colonel Forde’s march, liad feat on in the night, under the 
guidance of an intelligent deferter, wlio had noticed a fpot that bore 
upon the camp; and Mr. Conflans was following to fupport them with 
his whole array and the reft of his field-artillery. The Rajah fent 
meflages, after meflfeges, which met the Englifh troops returning to. his 
relief ; and his own, q.ukkened by tire danger, were removing as fiift 
as they could, out of the reach of it ; and having, in much confufion, 
joined the Ejiglilh, continued marching on with them to the village 
of Condore, where; all arrived at eight o’clock. The enemy, although 
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ffom long diftances, coiitinued to cannonade whilft any of the 
Englilh or the Rajah’s troops remained within probable reach. 

When arrived at the village of Condore, the army was juft as far 
as before from the French encampment at Gallapole, but with better 
ground between, and a village midway, which would afford a ftrong 
advanced poft. Mr. Conflans imagined that the Englifti troops had' 
marched from their encampment to Condore, in order from hence 
to take pofteflion of this village, and in this perfuafion crofted the 
plain to prevent them, with his whole army, and fucceeded in his 
wifti without interruption ; for Colonel Forde remained halting at. 
Condore, to, regulate his future motions by the enemy’s. Mr. Con- 
flans imputed this inaftion to a confcioufnefs of inferiority, and now 
imagined that the Englifti intended to march back to their encamp- 
ment at Chanibole, to prevent which, he formed his line, and ad- 
vanced in much hafte, and little order. 

The French battalion of Europeans was in the centre of the line, 
with 1 3 field-pieces, divided on their flanks, the horfe 500 were on 
the left of the battalion ; 3000 Sepoys formed the right wing, and 
the fame number the left, and with each wing were five or fix 
pieces of cumbrous cannon. The Englifti army drew up with 
their Europeans in the centre, the fix field-pieces divided on 
their flanks; the 1800 Sepoys were likewife equally divided on 
the wings. Colonel Forde placed no reliance on the Rajah’s in- 
fantry or horfe, and ordered them to form aloof, and extend on 
each flank of the Sepoys : all this rabble kept behind, but the rene- 
gade Europeans under Briftol, who managed the four field-pieces 
belonging to the Rajah, advanced, and formed with the divifion of 
artillery on the left of the Englifti battalion. The line having had 
time, were in exadl- order, and had advanced a mile in front of the 
village of Condore, during which, the enemy cannonaded hotly from 
all their guns. At length the impetuofity of the enemy’s approach, 
who came on, out-marching their cannon, obliged the Englifti line 
to halt for adion ; and it chanced that the whole of their bat- 
talion flopped near and oppofite to a field of Indian corn, which 
\yas grown fo tall that it intirely intercepted them from the enemy ; 
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but the Sepoys on the wings were free in the plain on each han^. 
For what reafon is not known, Colonel Forde had ordered his &poys 
to furl their colours, which, befides the principal flag, arc feveral 
fmall banners to a company, and. to let them lay on the ground 
during the adtion.- 

The Sepoys and horfe of the enemy’s wings greatly outftretched 
the wings of the Englilh line, and came on each in a curve to 
gain their flanks ; the French battalion in the centre, inftead of ad- 
vancing' parallel to where by the wings they might judge the centre 
of the Englifli line would be, inclined obliquely to the right, which 
brought them beyond the field of Indian corn, oppofite to the Englifli 
Sepoys on the left wing ; whom from their red jackets, and the 
want of their ufual banners, they from the firfl: approach miflook 
for the Englifli battalion ; refpedling them as I'uch, they halted to 
drefs their ranks before they engaged, and then began to fire in 
platoons advancing, but at the diftance o 1 ^ 200 yards. Neverthelefs, 
this was fufficient ; for the Sepoys, feeing themfelves attacked with- 
out cover by Europeans in front, and. the horfe and multitude of the 
enemy’s Sepoys, gaining their rear, or coming down on their flank, 
fcarcely preferved courage to give their fire, hurried, fcattered, and 
without command ; and then immediately broke, and ran away to 
flielter themfelves in the village of Chambolc, and were followed by the 
neareft of the enemy’s horfe. This fuccefs was greater than even the 
confidence of the enemy expefled ; and feveral platoons of the French 
battalion were fetting off to purfue them likewife, when they faw a 
line of men with fliouldered arms marching fall and firm from be- 
hind the field of Indian corn acrofs their way, to occupy the ground 
which the Sepoys had abandoned. 

Colonel Forde had been with the Sepoys before their flight, en- 
couraging them to refolution ; but faw, by the ufual fymptoms of 
trepidation, that they would not Hand the fliock, which prepared 
him to order the judicious movement, which the officers were now 
performing with fo much fteadinefs and fpirit. Captain Adnet, , 
commanding on the left, led the line, and as foon as the lafl: files 
were got clear of the corn, the word was given, when the whole 
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1758. halted, and faced at once, in full front of the enenay. This motion 
Df^bcr quickly executed ; for the foremoft man had not more than 300 

yards to march, and the fieldTpieces were left behind. During this 
fhort interval, the French battalion were endeavouring with much 
buftle to get into order again ; for (bme of their platoons had advanced 
a confiderable diftance before others ; and thus the fire of the Englifh 
line commenced before the enemy’s was ready ; it was given in di- 
vifions, that is, the whole battalion divided into five, andbegan from 
Captain Adnet’s on the left, which was within piftoi fhot, and brought 
down half the enemy’s grenadiers; the fire ran cm, and before the time 
came for Adnet’s divifton to repeat theirs, the whole- of the enemy’s 
line were in confufion, and went about runiauig fall to regain their 
guns, which they had left half a mile behind them on the plain. 

The ardour of the Englilh battalion to purfue was fd great, that 
Colonel Forde judged it beft to it),di;lge it in the inftant, although 
not certain of the fuccefs of the Sepoys on the right, but concluding 
that the enemy’s Sepoys who w^ere to attack them, would not con- 
tinue long, if they faw their Europeans compleatly routed. The 
order was given for the battalion to march on in following divllions, 
the left leading. Nothing could reprefs their eagernefs. All marched 
too fall to keep their rank, excepting the fourth divifion commanded 
by Captain Yorke, who to have a referve for the whole battalion, if 
broken, as the enemy bad been, by their own impetuoficy, obliged his 
men to advance in ftri< 3 : order. The French battalion rallied at 1?heir 
guns, which were 13 in number, fpread in different brigades, or- lets, 
as they chanced to Hand when left by the troops advancing to the 
aclion. This artillery began to fire as foon as the ground was clear 
of their own troops, and killed fome men, which only quickened 
the approach of the divifions to dole in with the guns, of which 
feveral fired, when the firft divifion was within piftoi Ihot, and AdneC 
fell mo) tally wounded ; but his men rulhing on dfove the enemy 
from the guns they attacked, and the other divifions following with 
the fame fpirit, obliged them to abandon all the others. 

The day. if not completely vidorious, was at Icaft feeured 
from reverfe by the polleflioii of all the enemy’s field artillery fit 
5 for 
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for quick firing ; but their camjp, to which they were retiring, ftill 1758. 
remained to be attacked ; and Colonel Forde halted until joined ' — ^ — ’ 
fey his Sepoys, and, if they would come, by the Rajah’s troops. 

The Sepoys and horfe of the enemy’s right wing were in their turn 
panic-ftruck by the fire of the Englifo battalion routing their own, 
ind all turned to gain the rear of the guns, keeping aloof to the left 
of the Eiiglifh divifions ; and then went ofF again with the French 
battalion to the camp. Their left wing of Sepoys behaved better, 
advancing to the ufe of mulketry againfir the Englilh Sepoys of the 
left, with whom the battalion, \^hen filing off to oppofe tiie French, 
left the three field-pieces of their right ; and the Sepoys, en- 
couraged by this afilftance, the ardour of the Europeans marcliing 
off, and the fpirit of their own commander Captain Knox, maintained 
their ground, facing and firing in varipus diredions behind the 
banks of the rke fields, in which they had drawn up; The enemy’s 
wing neverthelefs continued the diftant fire, until they faw their 
battaliolr-of Europeans quitting their i;Uns, and the Sepoys and horfe 
of the right retreating with them to the camp ; when they went off 
likerwifo; ftretching round to the left of the Englilh battalion halting 
at the guns, and keeping out of their reach. Captain Knox then ad- 
Vxanced to join the battalion with his own Sepoys, and' the fix field- 
pieces, and had colleded moft of the fugitives of the other wing. Mejf- 
fages had been continually fent to the Rajah’s horfe tO' advance, but 
tiiey could not be prevailed upon to quit the fhelter of a large tank, at 
this time dry, in which they, his foot, and himfelf in the midft of 
tiiem, had remained cowering from the beginning of the adion. 

As foon as the Sepoys joined, and all the neceflary difpofitions 
were made, whiclv took aii hour. Colonel Forde advanced to at- 
tack the enemy’s camp ; but, not to retard the march, left 
the field-pieces to follow.. A deep hollow way paffed along the 
Ikirt'of the camp, l^ehind which appeared a confiderablc number -.of 
Europeans regularly drarvvn up, as if to defend the })aflage of the 
hollow way, and fevefal foot were fired from heavy cannon planted 
to defend the approach. Juft as the Englifo troops caiue near, and 
the fifft divifion of tlae Europeans ftept out to give their fi.’.e, the 
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field-pieces were arrived within fhot ; on which all the enemy went 
to the right-about, abandoned their camp, and retreated, feemingly 
every man as he lifted, in the utmoft confufion ; but the Englifh 
battalion crofting after them, many threw down their arms, and 
furrendered themfelves prifoners. Mr. Conflans had previoufly fent 
away four of the fmalleft field-pieces ; and the money of the 
military cheft, laden for expedition on two camels. The fpoil of the 
field and camp was 30 pieces of cannon, moft of which were 
brafs ; 50 tumbrils, and other carriages laden with ammunition ; 
feven mortars from thirteen to eight inches, with a large provilion 
of fticlls ; 1000 draught bullocks, and all the tents of the French 
battalion. Three of their officers were killed in the field, and 
three died of their wounds the fame evening ; 70 of their rank 
and file were likewife killed, or mortally wounded : fix officers and 
50 rank and file were taken prifoners, and the fame number of 
wounded were fuppofed to have efcaped. Of the Englifli battalion. 
Captain Adnet and 15 rank and file, were killed ; Mr. Maeguire, the 
pay-mafter, and Mr. Johnftone, the commifl'ary, who joined the 
grenadiers, two officers, and 20 of the rank and file, were wounded ; 
the Sepoys had 100 killed and more wounded. No vi(ftory could be 
more compleat. Mr. Conflans, the commander of the French army, 
changing horfes, arrived on the full gallop at Rajahmundrum 
before midnight, although the diftance is 40 miles from the field 
on which the battle was loft ; the troops took various routs, but 
moft of them towards Rajahmundrum, 

The cavalry of Anunderauze, although incapable of fighting, 
were very atftlve as fcouts to obferve the flying enemy, and the con- 
currence of their reports determined Colonel Forde to fend forward 
500 Sepoys, which in the army were ranked the firft battalion of 
thefe troops, under the command of Captain Knox. They were in 
march at five in the afternoon. The next day intelligence was re- 
ceived, that many of the enemy’s Europeans, and fbmc of their black 
fugitives, had flopped at Rajahmundrum ; on which looo more 
Sepoys were fent to join thofe with Captain Knox ; and the whole, 
now 1500, arrived there at break of day on the loth. 
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This city, the capital of the province, is fituated on the callcrn bank 1 758. 

of the Godaveri, 40 miles from the Tea. In the middle of the town, 
and near the river, Itands a large fort, v.'ith mud walls of little de- 
fence. The French troops, having loft all their beft cannon, would 
not truft to thofe in the fort, and report had repreftnted the EngllHi 
Sepoys as the whole army, the Rajah’s and all, in full purfuit ; and 
in this perfuafion they had begun to crofs the river at midnight* 

Fifteen Europeans, with all the ftores, baggage, and bullocks, which 
had efcaped from the battle, had not yet embarked, and were im- 
mediately feized ; a boat loaded with many more Europeans was in 
the ftream ; and four fmall field-pieces, with a thirteen-inch 
mortar of brafs taken out of the fort, had juft reached the other fhore 
when the Englifh Sepoys arrived, who fired for half an hour, as well 
with their mufkets as from the cannon "of the fort, upon the boat 
and the oppofite fliore, which deterred the enemy from carrying olT 
the field-pieces and mortar, or from remaining near them ; and a 
party of Sepoys eroding the river in boats, brought them back the 
fame day without moleftation : a large quantity of ammunition and 
military ftores, laid up for the French army, was taken in the fort. 

Colonel Fordo, with the reft of the Englifh forces, arrived at Ra- 
jahmundrum the next day ; but the Rajah, with his, remained at 
Peddipoor performing the ceremony of burying the few of his people 
which had chanced to be killed by the ftraggling fhot of the fight. 

The Hardwicke, and the two floops, were at anchor on the coaft fome 
leagues above the field of battle, which is about 10 miles from the 
fea ; and the day after the viflory they failed to cruize on the enemy’s 
veflels between Mafulipatam and their factories on the (iodaveri ; and 
a few days after the fhip Thames was difpatchcd from Vizagapatam, 
fully laden with provifions, to Madrafs. 

The delay of every day which had retarded Mr. J^ally from 
advancing againft Madrafs was an advantage gained ; Captain 
Jofeph Smith commanding in Tritchinopoly, as foon as he received 
the orders of the prefidency, equipped 2000 Sepoys from his garrifbn, 
and delivered them, with two fmall field-pieces, to the command of 
Mahomed Iflbof, who crofted the Coleroou with this force on the 
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2ifl of November, without waiting for the troops of the allies, 
whofe afliftance the prefidency had requefted. The polygar Tondi- 
man gave aflhranccs, and was really colle£l:ing fomc, but the Mo- 
raver had returned no anfwer, and the king of Tanjore had exprefled 
liimfelf in fuch equivocal terms, that the Prefidency refolved to fend 
major Calliaud, in whom the king had confidence, to convince him 
of the impolicy of his inditlerence : accordingly this officer embarked 
on the 30th in a common maflbolah, intending to land at Tran- 
quebar. 

The French army moved again from Conjeveram on the 29th of 
November, advancing on the high road towards Madrafs : but a 
large detachment under the command of Mr. Soupire proceeded along 
the bank of the Paliar, with orders to halt between the river and 
Chinglapet. On the fame day the partisan Lambert, with his troops 
and two fmall field-pieces, attacked the pettah of Pondomalee, which 
the enfign, Crowley, attempted to defend, but was driven into the 
fort with the lofs of 30 or 40 of his Sepoys killed and wounded, 
and two of their feijeants, Europeans, were made prifoners. On the 
4th of December, Mr. Lally reconnoitred the fort of Chinglapet in 
jierfbn, within mulket-ffiot ; and contrary to the found rules of war, 
and perhaps his own convi£llon, determined to leave it in his rear. 
On the 7th, the whole army halted at Vendaloor, and Lambert’s 
party appeared in fight of the Mount, where the Engliffi army had 
been reinforced with 400 more Europeans from the town, being all 
that remained, excepting the invalids and artillery : 300 had been 
polled, a mile and half in the rear of the main camp, at Sidapet or 
the little Mount, to guard the bridge and ford over the river of St. 
Thome ; but on the night after the appearance of Lambert’s party, 
tliefc troops were fent back to the town, and the fame number were 
detached to fupply their place from the camp ; for Colonel Lawrence 
had no intention to rilk a general a6lion. In the afternoon of the ninth 
a confiderable body of the enemy appeared in fight of the Mount ; 
but Mr. Lally had left his camp ftanding at Vendaloor, of which 
Colonel Lawrence received intelligence, and regarded this appear- 
ance of not moving far from it, as a feint to cover tlie intention of 
7 a forced 
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a forced march in the night, higher up, acrofs the river of St. 
Thome, which might bring the French army before morning be- 
tween the English camp and Madrafs, and cut off their retreat to 
the town : he therefore immediately ftruck his tents and marched 
back with the whole army to the Choultry plain. 

The ground fo called commenceth about 2000 yards fouth-wcll; of 
the white town of Madrafs, or Fort St. George, from which it is 
feparated by two rivers. The one, called the river of Triplicane, 
winding from tlie weft, gains the fea about a thoufand yards to the 
fouth of the glacis. The other coming from the northweft, pafleth 
near the weftern fide of the black town, the extremity of which is 
high ground, which the river rounds, and continues to the Eaft, 
until within 100 yards of the fea, where it wafheth the foot of the 
glacis, and then turning to the fouth continucth parallel with the 
beach, until it joins the mouth and b 3 r of the river of Triplicane, 
From the turning of the river at the high ground, a canal, ftriking 
to the fouth, communicates with the river of Triplicane. The 
low ground included by the channels of the two rivers and the ca- 
nal, is called the Ifland, which is about 3000 yards in circumfo^ 
rcnce. 1 200 yards from the ftrand of the fea is a long bridge 
leading from the Ifland over the Triplicane river, to a road which 
continues fouth to the town of St. Thome. Another bridge over 
the canal, leads to the weft, and amongft others to a village 
called Egmore, from which this bridge takes its name. Coming 
from the fouth or weft, thefe two bridges afford the only convenient 
accefs to the Fort or white town, excepting another along the ftrand 
of the fea, w'hcn the bar of the Triplicane river is choaked with land. 
All the ground between the St. Thome road and the fea is filled 
with villages and enclofures ; and lb is that on the left, for half 
a mile towards the Choultry plain, from which a road and feveral 
fmaller pafiages leads through them to the St. Thome Road. 

It was neither the Intention of the Prefidency, nor of Colonel 
l.,awrence himfelf, to rifque the army on the Choultry plain, more 
than they had at the Mount ; for a defeat in the field was the certain 
lofs of Madrafs, as the enemy in their fuperlority had 300 European 
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hoffe, excellently mounted and difciplined; the greateft number 
which had hitherto appeared together in India. The Intention 
was to gain time, for every day was precious ; and not to difpirit 
the troops, who were to fuftain the impending liege, and might 
have made (inifter refledlions if they had been haftily led back with- 
in the walls, before their own underilandings were convinced of the 
neceffity. The ground and the advantages which were taken of it 
by Colonel Lawrence, fecured their retreat, when it ftiould become 
necefl'ary. 

The Choultry plain extends' two miles to the weft of the cnClo- 
fures which bound the St. Thome road, and terminates on the 
other hde at a large body of water called the Meliapore Tank, 
behind which runs with deep windings, the Triplicane river. 
The road from the Mount palTes two miles and a half under the 
■mound of the tank, and at its ifliie into the Choultry plain, was a 
kind of defile, formed by the mound on one hand, and buildings 
with thick enclofurcs on tlie other. Colonel Lawrence, retreating 
from the mount, halted and remained during that and the next day, 
which was the i oth, oppofitc to this defile. On the 1 1 th he cut 
through the mound of the tank, which fwamped the whole length 
of the road, and then retreated to the other extremity of the plain, 
clofe to the enclofures neareft the Triplicane river. fitua- 

tion his field-pieces commanded the road leading acrofs the plain tc 
that part of the enclofures through ■uhich this road continues to that 
of St. Thome, which from the juuftion continues ftreight to the 
bridge of Triplicane. Three companies of Sepoys were advanced iu 
front on the left, to a choultry ftanding at the fkirt of the plain, 
where the road enters the enclofures. 

The French army remained at the Mount during the iith, bul 
marched before day-break on the a 2th ; and at fun-rife all their Eu- 
■ropcan cavalry, having taken a circuit to the fbuth of the plain, ap- 
peared at the choultry fo unexpeftedly, that the Sepoys fc.ircelj 
ftaid to give their firft fire, and ran into the enclofures on their left, 
■through which they gained the main body. The cavalry, thinking 
^ihemfelves fecured by a fmall grove, which avas in the rear of the 
u xhoult^. 
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♦choultry, drew up in front of it, but were immediately annoyed by 1758. 
the advanced fielipieces ; of which, feveral Ihot made way through 
the trees and killed three troopers ; on which, all galloped away to 
the St. Thome road, intending, it Ihould feem, to pufli toTriplicane- 
hridge, and then either continue on the ifland, or advance along the 
ilrand of the river in the rear of the Englilh army : but oppolite to the 
governor’s garden, 500 yards from the bridge, they found tlic road 
iiockaded acrofs, aa well as the lane on the left, along the garden -wall, 
hy which they might likewife have come round ; and in thefc two 
ports were three companies of Sepoys, with two guns ; and the St. 

Thome road, for a long way, had no other iflue to the left. The 
•firrt fire from the ftockades drove' tlie cavalry up the road until out 
of reach. 

Mean while the mala body of the French army appeared iffu- 
ing from along the mound of the Meliapore tank, and advanced 
along the road, which was here between an avenue of trees, 
cannonading at intervals from fome of their "field-pieces : they 
were anfwered without 4 ntermiffion by fix from the Englifii line, 
until their van. were half through the avenue, and within 1000 
yards, when Colonel Lawrence ordered the retreat. The line 
marched off their ground by the right, and parting a village called 
Chindadrapettah, crofled the river of Triplicane, where it was for- 
dable without difficulty ; they then continued round two or tlirtc 
hamlets to the Egmore bridge, which leads over the canal into the 
Ifland. Here they halted fbme time to receive a guard of 30 Europeans 
ported in a redoubt at Egmore, in which was the powder-mill of 
the garrifbn. As foon as this party joined, the whole army ciorted 
the bridge, and after fome detachments of Europeans and Sepoys had 
been draughted and fent to defend the partes of the black town, 
the rert of the army marched into the fort. Mr. Lally gave no iii- 
'terrnption to the retreat, probably becaufe he fufpected Ibme rtrafa- 
gems. Three Europeans were killed in the cannonade, but tlie 
French loft 10, and as many wounded. 

At the fame time that the main body of the French army wore 
.advancing to the Choultry jplain, their irregular Sepoys with Lam- 
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*758. bert had proceeded along the fouth lide of tlw San Thome river, in 
D-ccinbcr attack a redovibt fitudted on the fide of it near the fea. 

The guard was only one company of Sepoys, who getting intelli- 
gence in time, retreated along the beach and arrived fafe in the 
garrifon. 

As foon as Colonel Lawrence came into the fort, the council of 
the prefidency aflembled, and by an unanimous vote committed the 
defence of the fiege to the governor Mr. Pigot, recommending to him 
to confult Colonel Lawrence on all occafions, and on extraordinary 
emergencies to aflemble a council of the I'uperior officers of the gar- 
rifon. The French army immediately encamped on the ground which 
the Englifh had quitted, but fent a detachment acrofs the Tripli- 
cane river, which took poft in the redoubt at Egmore. 

As the French army were advancing from the Mount, 300 Euro- 
peans, with two twelve-pounders, had been lent off under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Murphy, againft Pondamalee. They 
arrived at noon, and Murphy fummoned Enfign Crowley, with 
threats, as refilling in an untenable poll, although the fort was of 
Hone, and furrounded by a wet ditch. On Crowley’s refulal, tlie 
twelve-pounders were employed until night, when 20 of the 
French detachment had been killed or wounded, and little damage 
had been done to the wall ; but the Sepoys within, expelling nei- 
ther fuccour nor quarter, began to waver ; on which, Crowley 
marched with them out of the fort in deep filence at midnight, and 
palling where he was apprized the enemy kept flight watch, got 
out of reach before they were ready to purfue ; and, knowing the 
country, came in the next morning by the north of the black town. 
The number was 500, in five companies, of which three were the 
garrifon of Pondamalee, and two had retreated hither from the fort 
of TrlpalTore. 

Their arrival brought in the lafl: of the troops, fliationed in diftant 
out-polls, and completed the force with which Madrafs was to fiif- 
tain the fiege. The roll of the European military, including the 
officers with 64 topafles, and 89 coffrees incorporated in the compa- 
nies. 
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nies, amounted to 1758 men. The Sepoys were 2220. Of theEu- 
ropeans 24 were troopers mounted. The Nabob’s horfe were 
200 ; but, from experience, very little fervice was expeded from 
them. The European inhabitants not military were 150 men, 
and they were appropriated without diffindion to ferve out flores 
and provifions to the garrifon. The native boatmen, who alone 
can ply acrofs the furf, had been retained by fpecial encourage- 
ments, and their huts, with their maflbolas or boats, extended 
under the wall next the fea, where it was fuppofed not a fhot 
was likely to fall. The Nabob, with his family and attendants, 
had come into the fort on the day that the army retreated from the 
Mount ; but, although lodged in one of the beft houfes, were much 
flraitened for want of the room and conveniencles to which they had 
been accuffomed. ** 

The French army continued on the other fide of the Triplicane 
river during the day they arrived from the Mount, and all the next ; 
but at two in the morning of the 1 4th were in motion, and having 
pafled the river where the Engllfh had crofled, proceeded at the back 
of Egmore to the village of Viparee, which is about a mile to the 
north-w^ell; of that poft, and from whence a good road leads nearly 
weft to the northern part of the black town. Parts of the ancient 
bound hedge, and the ruins of fome guard-houfes, ftill remained 
along the north and weft fides of the black town ; and, with 
the channel of the northern river, rendered the greateft part of the 
weftern fide very defenfible ; but on the fide facing the north, were 
many gaps, too open to be maintained. The army, having advanced 
to the ford acrofs which the road from Viparee leads into the town, 
fired their field-pieces before them, which the guards returned 
tvith their mufketry, but the Sepoys only with one fire, and then 
•an away. The Europeans, neverthelefs, defended the ford, and 
feveral other acceftes on either hand, until they perceived that feve- 
ral parties of the enemy had entered on the north fide ; when all 
etreated as faft as they could to the fort, and none were inter- 
:epted. In the fkirmifhes, three of them had been killed ; but of the 
:nemy, eleven. Soon after, the whole of the French army ap- 
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peared in the fouthern parts of the town, where the flreets opened 
upon the efplanade of the fort. The regiment of Lally took up 
their quarters near the beach of the fea. Lorrain, with the batta- 
lion of India, on the rifing ground to the weft ; but both be- 
hind buildings wliich fereened them from the fire of the 
ramparts. A multitude of the natives, with the ufual defpon- 
dency of their character, had remained in their habitations until the 
laft hour, and now came pouring upon the glacis, imploring admit- 
tance into the covered way, but were refufed, and advifed to make 
their ei'eape as well as they could in tht night ; feveral fpies and 
two or three deferters came mingled amongft them, who reported 
that the French troops were all employed in ranfacking the houfes, 
and that they had difeovered feveral warehoufes filled with arrack, 
w ith wliich mofi: of them had already got drunk ; and fuch as were 
perceived from the town, appeared ftaggering under their loads and 
liquor ; on which it was refolved to make a fiirong fally before they 
fhould have time to recover themfelves. 

Five hundred of the belt men were draughted, and given to the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Draper, who fuggefted the defign ; 
and roo with major Brereton were to follow a little while after, as 
a covering party. At eleven o’clock Draper’s detachment marched 
out of the weflern ravelin ; two companies of grenadiers led the 
line, but the two field-pieces were in the rear. Their way was, firff, 
200 yards flreight on to the weft, where a bridge crofl'es a ftagnated 
arm of the river that communicates with the weftern ditch of the fort. 
This bridge gives accefs to and from the black town by the afeent 
of the rifing ground, and is laid pointing to the n. w. : the afeent 
begins almoft as foon as you have crofted the bridge, and the road 
to the top continues about 300 yards in that dire<ftion, when 
It turns into a long ftreet of Indian houfes, which runs nearly north 
and fouth, and is crofted by feveral others on either hand. Such 
was the negligence and fccurity of the French army, that they did 
not perceive the approach of the detacliment, until apprifed by a 
miftake of the Englifh drummers, moft of whom being black boys, 
began to beat the grenadiers march as foon as they entered the ftreet : 

and 
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on which the whole line from one end to the other fet up their huzza ; 
but even on this warning the enemy did not look out with fufRcient 
attention to be certified in which flreet the detachment was advancing, 
but drew up at the head of another, which ran parallel to it, about 
loo yards on the left; in which they advanced 2 or 3 platoons 
about 50 yards lower down, at the opening of a crofs-ftreet which 
gave a ftrait communication between the two : the Englilh troops 
marching on did not receive a fhot until they came oppofite to this ad- 
vanced guard, which then fired, and with execution, for the diftance 
was point blank : the firft of the line returned the fire, but being the 
company of grenadiers halted no longer than this operation, and 
then proceeded ; for Draper, knowing how near, and where the 
enemy’s main body were drawn up, would not flop the line, but 
ftationed two platoons from the fucteeding companies to continue 
the fire, and prevent the enemy from breaking through the flreet. 
He at the fame time ordered the two field-pieces to advance from the 
rear to the front, and the troops marching in whole files opened to 
the right and left to let them pafs ; but before they were brought 
up, the grenadiers and fome more had pulhed on to the head 
of the long flreet, in which they were marching. This was 
terminated by another much broader that crofled it, coming on the 
right from the efplanade of the fort to the eafl, and continued 100 
yards on the other hand to the weft of the long ftreet, where the 
crofs-ftreet turned to the north and then again to the weft. In that 
part of the crofs-ftreet to the left appeared the regiment of Lorrain, 
with four field-pieces, drawn up facing the fouth, oppofite to the 
ftreet in which they had pofted their advanced guard, and were cx- 
pe<fting the Engllfli troops ; to whom in this pofition they prefented 
their flank quite naked. Beyond them, in the continuation of the 
ftreet, after it has turned to the north, the battalion of India, which 
comprized the troops belonging to the French company, were af- 
fembling. Not a moment was loft in taking the advantage ; the 
grenadiers, and as many more as the breadth of the ftreet, which 
was here 50 yanls, would admit, faced and fired ; but had fcarcely 
time to give a fecond, before the two field-pieces came up. In that 
part of the crofs-ftreet where the Englifh troops had faced, and in 
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front of their left, almoft adjoining to the long ftreet they had 
pafled through, lay the ruins of a demoliflied houfe, which fpread 
more than half-way over the crofs-flreet, and although not high 
enouglr to prevent a lingle rank of mulketry from firing over the 
l ubbilh, did not admit the field-pieces, which were therefore drawn 
up to the light of the rubbilh, and the troops which had flood 
there made room for them, by crowding along the adjoining walls 
on tliat fide of the crofs-flreet. Thefe alterations created fome con- 
fufioii ; for they were made with much hurry from the ardour of 
fctting the field-pieces to work; which did not difappoint the expec- 
tation, but firing with grape knocked down numbers. Lorrain 
fcarcely frood a minute before all the men ran into the oppofite 
houfi s ; and all the officers could do was to turn the field-pieces, 
which the gunners likewife abandoned after the very firfl difeharge. 
Diaper immediately commanded his own firing to ceafe, and the 
grenadiers to follow him to the enemy’s guns, to which he ran, and 
fired a piflol, but without effe«£l, at an officer who remained by them, 
which the officer having returned with as little, offered to furrender 
himfi lf and the guns, when Draper perceived that he had been fol- 
lowed by only four grenadiers. In the fame Inflant, many of the 
French foldiers, encouraged by the ceafing of the Engl Ifh fire, and 
the backwardnefs of the men to advance with Draper, gathered 
again in the flrect, and began to fire ; by which two of the grena- 
diers were killed, and the other two wounded before they got 
back to their own men, and Draper returned with them. Now the 
field-pieces and mulketry on both fides commenced the hottefl fire ; 
hut with encreafing havock from the enemy, whofe numbers were 
augmented every moment by the battalion of India ; and many of 
the Englifh foldiers began in their turn to take fhelter in the nearefl 
houfes and enclofures. Neverthelefs, the brunt of this fight con- 
tinued 20 minutes, when Draper convinced that no I'uccefs was to 
be expefled, and that the arrival of Lally’s regiment from the fea- 
fidc might cut off the whole detachment, ordered the retreat ; but 
not a lingle drummer was founckto beat it. The grenadiers of the 
Company’s troops, not having room to be employed in the crofs- 
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ftreet occupied by other platoons and the field-pieces, had gone into a 1758* 
large enclofure on the fide of the ftreet oppofite to the rubbifti ; and 
as well as the others who had taken Ihelter in houfes on the right 
were not apprized of the retreat : all who were marched huddled to- 
gether down the crofs-ftreet, which opened in lefs than 300 yards 
upon the efplanade, and under the proteflion of the guns of the fort ; 
but the enemy followed foclofe, and their fire both of cannon and itiuf- 
ketry became fo fuperior, that the two field- pieces in the rear of the 
detachment were abandoned ; and the enemy’s divifions had advanced 
to the enclofure in which the grenadiers had taken refuge, before tliey 
had thought of marching out. They were offered quarter, which they 
accepted, becaufe tliey could make no efte<ftual refiftance, although 
they were eighty, the prime men of the garrifon. During the fight 
in the weftern part of the black town, the regiment of Lally towards 
the fea were with much difficulty got under acms by Mr. Bufty, for 
moft of the common men were reeling drunk. However, they had ad- 
vanced, fheltercd by houfes from the fire of the fort, until they came 
within 300 yards of the ftreet in which the Englifh were retreating, 
and arrived there juft as the line were coming out of it upon the ef- 
planade, when the interval between them was open to the fire of the 
fort ; the fear of which, and the miftruft of their intoxicated men, 
deterred the officers from leading them on to the fair attack before 
them ; and they only fired random mulketry, and from two field- 
pieces ill-pointed at Draper’s line, who, as foon as out of the ftreet, 
turned fhort to the fouth, and proceeded on the lower ground under 
the houfes which fkirted the weft face of the efplanade, until they 
came oppofite to the north- weft angle of the glacis, and met in die 
way the covering party with Major Brereton, which had advanced 
and was waiting for them in good order : the nearer the line came to 
the fort, the greater became their hurry to get into it, for many ran 
over the glacis ; but all the officers, with as many men as they could 
keep together, marched in order to the entrance on the eaftern face of 
the north ravelin. No officer, excepting Lieutenant Billock, was killed 
the fpot; but Major Polier, Captain Hume, andEnfign Chace, were 
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mortally wounded : Poller came into the fort, but the other two 
were taken. Captain Pafcall and Lieutenant Elliot were fhot 
through the body ; Lieutenants Stephen Smith and Blair, and Enfign 
Cook, were wounded and taken ; but recovered. Of rank and 
hie 103 were taken, of whom 19 were wounded: Fifty came in 
wounded, and fifty were left dead abroad, of whom all did not fall 
in the open action, for more than 20 were found killed in dif- 
ferent houfes, moftly ftabbed with bayonets, and with their an- 
tagonihs lying dead behde them ; fo that the garrifon loft the lives 
or fervicc of more than 200 foldiers and fix officers by this Tally. 
The French acknowledged 200 of their rank and hie killed and 
wounded ; and had 1 2 officers wounded, Saubinet mortally, and 
three killed on the fpot ; they loft only four prifoners, of whom 
one was tlie Count D’Eftaign ; his quarters were with Lally’s regi- 
ment near the beach, and on the hrft firing he mounted his horfe, 
and came galloping down the crofs-ftreet to the rear of the Englifh 
grenadiers, v/liom, being hbort-hghted, or perhaps not feeing at all 
through the fmoke, he took for French troops, nor perceived his 
miftake until within a few yards, when his horfe ftumbling, threw 
him, and before he could recover himfelf, he was feized by two 
drummers, who had their fwords drawn to ftab him, when Lieu- 
tenant Smith, the fame who was afterwards taken prifoner himfelf, 
ftepped between : liis confequence being known, he was imme- 
diately fent away with an officer and a file of men to the fort. 
Mr. Lally blamed exceflively his own regiment for not marching on 
the firft fire, which had they done, and the troops been lefs intoxi- 
cated, it is probable that very few of the Englifh detachment would 
have cfcapcd. He endeavoured to fix the fault on Mr. Bufly, who 
jiiftified himfelf by the delay of Mr. Lally’s orders, without which, 
according to the regulations of the fervice, the regiment could not 
march ; and then Bufly led them. Mr. Lally regretted exceedingly 
the lofs of Saubinet and the Count D’Eftaign, and with reafon ; for 
the one pofl'efled all the qualities of an able general, and the other of 
an aftive partizan. 

Very 
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Very few cafes permit a .ftrong fally from the garrifon at the 
opening of a fiege ; the prefent was in fome meafure juftitied by the 
fuppolition that the enemy’s troops were intoxicated and in coufufion ; 
but, notwithftanding the ardour of the onfet, it left no advantageous 
impreffion of the firmnefs of the garrifon with the French officers ; 
and Murphy, one of the moft experience, propoled that a general 
aflault ffiould be made on the town in the enfuing night, in four 
divifions, and offered to lead the principal attack himfelf. It was 
lucky for them that his advice was not followed. 

The next day the French army began to prepare their batteries, 
but in fituations concealed by houfes from the view of the ramparts ; 
however, the motions to and fro left little doubt where they were 
at work, and fhells as well as fhot were fired at intervals throughout 
the day to interrupt them ; although fparingly, except when certain 
of effedl ; and this prudent thrift was obfef^ved throughout all the 
days, until they opened their batteries ; but their artillery which had 
embarked for the fiege was ftill at a diftance at fea, and on the day 
of the fally a party of four companies of Sepoys, detached with 
Lieutenant Airey by Captain Prefton from Chinglapet, took the 
only 13 inch mortar, which was coming by land : it was efcorted by 
150 Sepoys; they were intercepted and defeated between Sadrafs and 
Cobelong ; but Airey, having no bullocks to draw off the mortar, 
ruined it as well as he could, and left it on the road. 

Intelligence had been received, that one of the vefi’els which hatl 
been laden with artillery at Alamparva, was detained at anchor oil 
the point of Conimere, about 1 5 miles to the South of Sadrafs, by 
the contrary wind and current ; and a Dutch Snow being in the road 
of Madrafs, it was refolved to equip and employ her, to attack the 
French veflel ; accordingly 20 failors belonging to the fquadron who 
had been lately exchanged, and 40 of the marines left by Mr. 
Pococke, were fent on board under the command of a naval officer 
of experience ; but juft as he was going to weigh, the failors refufed 
to ferve, pretending that they knew the French ffiip was much too 
ftrong for them; on which they were relanded 011 the 10th, and 
the attempt was relinquiffied. 

The 
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The experience of the very few days that the fort had been In- 
vellcd, had convinced the Nabob of the increafing inconveniences 
which he and his family would fuffer by continuing in it through 
the fiege ; and the garrilon flill more wilhed to be freed from the 
ufelcfs confumption and embarralfment of his retinue, which con- 
fined of 400 men, with 200 horfes, befides other cattle, who, 
ncvcrthclef', could not decently be dlfmifled whilft he remained. 
It was therefore refolved, with mutual fatisfadion, that he fhould pro- 
ceed by fca w’ith his wife, women, and children, and their immediate 
attendants, on board the Dutch fnow, which was to land them at the 
Dutch lettlcmcnt of Negapatam ; from whence, being in the Tan- 
jorc country, they might proceed fecurely to Tritchinojxdy. They 
embarked, attended by one of the council, on the night of the 20th, 
and before morning were out of fight ; the Nabob’s dependants were 
then told, that they might provide for their own fafety, and in a 
few niglits moft of them quitted the towm. 

On the 1 6th at night, a fally was made to the north by 40 Euro- 
peans, and as many Sepoys ; but they were dll'covered before thev 
got clear of the glacis, and returned without firing. Two fallies 
were made on the night of the 19th : the one by 20 Europeans and 
30 Sepoys, under the command of Enfign Bonjour, wlio proceeded 
to the northward under the beach to the firll: houfes beyond the 
efplanadc, when fome of the Sepoys cried out they faw iiorfc, and 
giving a fcattering fire took flight, which obliged the Europeans, 
after giving theirs, to retreat likewfife, but, before tlicy were out of 
reach, they received the enemy’s, by which one was killed and two 
wounded. The other fally was of 1000 Sepoys, under the com- 
mand of Jcmaul Saheb, to the fouthward ; they were to beat up a 
guard pofted at the garden-houfe, and then proceed to St. Thome, 
in order to feize a piece of battering cannon whicli was waiting 
there for bullocks, under the efcort of a company of Sepoys : they 
marched over the Trlpllcane-bridge, but had fcarcely got into the St. 
Thome Road, wlien they received a fire from the firft enclofure on 
;hc left, which threw th.e whole body into a panick, and all ex- 
cepting 
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cepting 30 or 40 returned into the fort, and none of them had re- 
ceived a wound. 

On the 2ift another detachment of 1000 Sepoys with 20 Euro- 
peans fallied at 10 o’clock in the day, under the condufl of J^ieu- 
tenant Balantyne and Enfign Crowley, iti order to beat up a party 
with 2 guns which were reported to be ported at the pagoda in the 
village of Triplicane about a mile to the fouth of the fort. They 
crofled the bar of the Triplicane river, and proceeded driving feveral 
fmall Sepoy guards before them to the pagoda ; where, not finding 
either the party or the guns they were feeking, they turned into the 
St. Thome road, and crofing it, marched along the other road, which 
leads to the Choultry-plain, intending to attack the enemy’s guards 
on the outfide of the enclofures near the village of Chindadrepettah ; 
but before they arrived on the plain 300 Europeans were reported ad- 
vancing fromTriplicane river, on which the detachment marched back 
to the bridge, and returned by the rtrand of the river to the bar, where 
a company of grenadiers were waiting to cover their retreat. Whilrt 
this detachment was abroad, two pieces of battering cannon, drawn 
by a great many bullocks and coolies, were perceived croflng from 
the village of Chindadrepettah to the s. w. towards the black town, 
and being within random rtiot of the wertern bartions feveral cannon 
were fired upon them, which foon rtopt the bullocks and coolies, 
and one of the guns rtink to the axle-tree in the mud ; upon which 
300 Sepoys, encouraged by the promife of a rew'ard, marched with 
Jemaul Saheb to Ipike up thclc guns : on their appearance the 
drivers cart off and h\irricd aw'ay the bullocks, and the coolies ran 
away ; but before the Sepoys got to the bridge, wEich leads to 
Egmore, 200 European horfe, followed by fome infantry, appeared 
advancing from the camp in the black town ; on which the party 
was recalled into the fort. 

On the 17th, all the Englilh prlfoners that had been taken at the 
fally W’ere fent away for Pondicherry. They w^ere 100, and were 
efcorted by 150 of the European horfe, 40 European foot, and 500 
Sepoys. They moved flowly, and proceeded towards Sadrafs, by the 
road near the lea Ihore, which palleth by Cobeloiig, w here they were 
2 halting 
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halting on the I'pth. Captain Prefton, zealous to recover the pri- 
foners, marched in the night of the i 9th, with the greateft part of 
the garrlfon of Chinglapet, to intercept them. His party was only 
80 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, and two field-pieces. They eroded the 
country, and halted at 10 o’clock next day fix miles to the fouth of 
Sadrals. A channel of 20 miles in length extends from Cobelong 
to within three miles of Sadrafs, and has at each extremity an open- 
ing to the fea, from which it receives its water, and at times enough 
to overflow the country a mile a-crofs, in which date it was at 
prefent. Befides the road leading from Cobelong to Sadrafs along 
the fea (hore, there is another within the inundation, and Prefton 
remaining where he had halted fent halt his force over the water 
with lieutenant Airey, to wait for the enemy on the other road ; two 
hours after appeared a body of 400 Sepoys, with Ibme black horfe, 
whom Predon kept at a dldance and difperfed ; and in the evening, 
Airey’s party returned without any tidings of the cfcort, which had 
pafled on to Sadrafs before he croflTed the water, on which Predon 
marched back to his garrifbn, where he arrived the next day. 

The commandant Mahomed Iflbof, after having been detained 
three days at Outatore by the rains, arrived on the 29th of No- 
vember at Thiagar, where he was joined by the klllidar, Kidnarow, 
with 250. horfe, and 1000 foot; and Mahomed Ifloof himfelf had 
enlided 100 horfe on the road. Their forces marched on the firdof 
December, and inveded Elavanafore, which dands ten miles to the 
wed of Thiagar. There were in the fort two companies of Sepoys 
belonging to the French, with a lieutenant, Dumefnil, and three 
other Europeans, a ferjeant, and two gunners, and two field-pieces : 
this garriibn defended themfelves until the clofe of the evening, 
when they furrendered. Fifty of the Sepoys took fervice with Ma- 
homed Iflbof ; the red were difarmed and permitted to go where 
they pleafed, but the four Europeans were fent to Tritchinopoly ; 
fome dores and ammunition were found in the fort. The next day 
Kidnarow went away with his own troops to get plunder, and on 
the 7th burnt a village in fight of Fort St. David ; but Mahomed 
Idbof did not move until the 5th, when he proceeded to Tricolore, 
4 a for- 



Book X. SiEoE oE Fort St. George. 

a fortified pagoda, ten miles to the north of Elavanafore. On the 
6th, he was joined by 200 horfe, 1500 Colleries, and 250 Peons, 
fent by the polygar Tondiman, and the day after attacked the 
pagoda, in which were three companies of Sepoys, who defended it 
with much activity until eight at night, when they offered to fur- 
render provided they were permitted to march away with their 
arms and effefts ; and having already killed 15 and wounded 55 of 
Mahomed Iffoof’s troops, he accepted their terms; and then follow- 
ing the track of Kiftnarow marched to the eaftward, fpreadlng his 
army to ravage the country, all of which, as far as the fea, paid 
revenue to the French. On the 15th they appeared at Vlllenore, 
within fight of Pondicherry, and brought fo much terror, that the 
inhabitants of the adjacent villages took fhelter in crowds within 
the bound hedge. On the 1 8th they cut the irfound of the great 
tank at Valdoor, and let out the water to deffroy the cultivations 
it was referved to fertilize. The fword was little iifed, but fire 
svery where, and the cattle were driven aw^ay to Tricaloor. Mr. 
I^ally on hearing of thefe devaffations, fent word to Mr. Pigot, 
that he would retaliate, by putting men, women, and children to 
the fword in the territory about Madrafs ; he however forbore to 
execute the threat. On the 2 iff Mahomed Iflbof was joined by 
300 horfe from 'I'anjore, not furniflied by the king, but hired there 
ivith his permhfion, by Mahomed Iflbof’s agents : on the fame day 
tCiffnarow returned with all his troops to Thlagar. The next, 
Mahomed Iflbof began his march from Villaporum to the north- 
ward, ffill continuing his ravages. Rajahfaheb, with a confiderable 
3ody of horfe, had been for fome time at Conjeveram, waiting to 
arotebl thofe dlffrl<ffs from his excurfions, and on his approach 
:rofled the Paliar, and advanced to Salavauck, as feemingly with in- 
:ention to give him battle ; but on better intelligence of his force, 
ook Ihelter under the guns of Vandiwafh. Lambert was alfo on 
;he other fide of the Paliar with 400 Sepoys, 25 Europeans, and 
wo guns, but on the fame information marched round and ffopt at 
wo days diffance in his rear. On the 25th Mahomed Iflhof with 
lis army joined Captain Preffon at Chinglapet. 
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On the 22d the Harlem, fo long expcdled by the enemy, anchored 
in the evening at Onorc, three leagues to the north of the black 
town. The next day, the Thames, laden wdth all kinds of pro- 
viiions, arrived in the road from Vizagapatam ; the wind w'as high, 
and the (hip had but two anchors, and in the next forenoon parted 
from that by which Ihe was riding, before one that was coming 
from the fliore on a catamaran could reach her ; and the Harlem 
getting under weigh from Onore at the fame time, fhe flood out to 
lea, intending to regain the road in the evening, but before night 
was driven out of fight to leeward. She brought the news of the 
viofory gained by Colonel Forde at Pedipore over the French troops 
with Mr. Conflans, which the fort anounced to the enemy by 21 
guns pointed upon their quarters from the northern baftions, and the 
lire of the wliole garrifon drawn up in the covered way. The next 
(lay the I larlern flopped and feized a veflel trading from the norward, 
laden with 1000 bags of rice, of which the French camp was much 
in want. The artillery brought by the Harlem was not fufficient 
to fupply the intended batteries ; but fcvcral cannon and mortars of 
thofe unladen from the Diligent and Expedition at Alamparvali, and 
hrougiit in boats from thence to San Thome, palled every day from 
this place to the camp in the black town, and generally acrofs the 
plain of Egmore, within light of the fort ; but fmcc the fally of the 
Sepoys on the zrfl, the efcorts w'ere too flrong to be attacked by 
any parties which the garrifon could with prudence rifque at that 
diftance. But the flock of gun-powder necelVary for the batteries 
was not yet completed ; for this was brought the whole way from 
Pondicherry or Alamparvah, by land ; and for the want of bullocks 
with much delay. 

The commandant Mahomed Ihbof on his arrival at Chinglapet 
dlfpatchcd the greateft part of his horfe, which were now near jooo, 
to ravage and dellroy the country about Conjeveram, from which 
the French government drew revenues, and their army before 
Madrafs, provilions. On the a^-th, he marched himfelf with his in- 
fantry, intending according to inflrudlions he had received from Mr. 
Pigot, to furprize the French troops which were quartered in the 
2 town 
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town of San Thome ; but Captain Prefton thinking this a IhizarJoiis 
entefprize, refolved to participate in it, and accompanied him with 
8 o Europeans, two field-pieces, and fix companies of Sepoys, from 
Ins garrifbn. They arrived at the hlount on the 39th, and were 
rejoined the fame day by the horfe from Conjeveram : during the 
enfuing night, a detachment of 500 Europeans, of which 100 were 
cavalry, 600 Sepoys, and 800 black horle, marclud from the black 
town and other pofts, under the command of Mr. Sou pi re, and at 
day-break the next morning had pafled the village of Sidapet, and 
were within fight of the Mount before their approach was known ; 
however, the aftivity of Prefton and Mahomed Illirof ftopt the efFeels 
of the furprize, and in a few minutes the troops from both tlieir 
camps were in march ; the enemy halted and began to cannoiVculc, 
which was returned and continued until 10 o’clock, when Captain 
Prefton feeing an advantage, made a pulh witir the Chinglajxt 
troops, and feized two of their guns, wdrilll Maliomcd Pd(>of witli 
his kept the main body at bay and pi'eventcd them from making an 
effort to refeue them ; however, the enemy- retreate d in good order to 
Sidaptc for thegreatefi: partofMahomedlllbof’scavalr}' wei\p ii'pofiihle, 
worfe than the black horfe with the French, and lew of cither 
ventured within arm’s length of each other. Fifteen of tb.c Frcncli 
Europeans, with fomc of their Sepoys and horfes, were left dead on 
the plain, but they carried away their wounded, of whona fifteen 
were troopers ; moft of this execution was done by the field-pieces ; 
the Chinglapet troops loft only one European, but feveral Sepoys ; 
and more of Mahomed Ifibof’s Sepoys with fome of his horfemen, 
were killed and wounded ; both Prcflon’s and Mahomed lifoof’s di- 
vifions continued at the mount. 

At break of day the next morning, 1000 Sepoys, with the 
troop of horfe, fallied from the garrifon of Fort St. George by 
the louthern gate, in order to beat up the guards at the bar of 
the river, the garden-houfe, and the village of Triplicane, which 
they efiedded without oppofition ; they llkewifc intercepted a 
tappy or letter-carrier, coming with many to the French army, 
which gave information of the arrival of a veflel at Pondicherry 
from the ifland of Mauritius with po chefls of filver. 'Phis 
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day clofed the year. Mr. Lally intended to open the next with 
his firft fire againft the fort; but the preparations to equip a large 
detachment intended to attack the troops with Prefton and Mahomed 
Iflbof, deferred the battery to the 2d of January. 

The French, whilft in poffeflion of Fort St. George, after taken 
by Labourdonnais, had made feveral improvements and additions to 
the flight works they found, which neverthelefs, rendered the fort 
little capable of long refinance againft the regular approaches of an 
European enemy ; nor had they given any extenfion to the internal 
area, which did not exceed 1 5 acres of ground. Neverthelefs, the 
Englifh let the place remain in the ftate they received it from the 
French in 1751, until the begilining of the year 1756; when the 
expectation of another war with that nation, and the reports of the 
great preparations making in France againft India, dictated the ne- 
cefiity of rendering it completely dcfenfible. Accordingly all the 
coolies, labourers, and tank diggers, which the adjacent country 
could fupply, were from this time conftantly employed on the for- 
tifications : their daily number generally amounted to 4000 men, 
women, and children, who had continued on the works until lately 
driven away by the approach of the French army fi*om Conjeveram. 

An addition had been projected in the year 1743 by the engineer 
Mr. Smith, father of Captain Jofeph Smith, which included as 
much ground as the former area of the fort : the ditch which marked 
its limits was then dug and faced with brick, and was fnpplicd with 
water by a communication with the northern river, which at that 
time ran along the foot of the ancient wall to the w eft ; but on 
account of the cxpence, nothing was then raifed above the furface, 
and the naked ditch remained when Delabourdonnais came before 
the town, neither an obftrncftion nor an advantage to his attack. It 
was in the fame condition in 1756, when the jiew works were re- 
Iblved on ; and the plan of Mr. Smith having been approved by Mr. 
Robi ns, the fortifications on this fide were raifed in conformity to 
that projection. To join the new rampart with the old baftion to 
the s.w. and to gain the ground in the new area which was occu- 
pied by the river, its bed was filled up, beginning from the s. w, 
baftion, with earth dug from the t-igi, of the riling ground of the 
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black town to the north weft, which the excavation removed 40 yards 
farther from the works : but only two-thirds of the bed of the river 
under the old wall had been choaked up. The river ftoppcd in its 
former channel, was directed in another, which environed the weft 
and part of the fouth face of the new works, wafliing in fome 
places the foot of the glacis, until it rejoined its former bed at the 
head of the fpit of fand. The old wall of the weftern llde ftill re- 
mained as a retrenchment to capitulate on, in cafe the outward fhould 
be carried. The new extention on this fide comprized three large 
baftions and their out-works. The fbuthern of theft three baftlons 
communicated with the old baftlon, which ftood before on the s.w. 
angle, by the curtain raiftd acrofs the former chanel of the river ; 
and this curtain encreaftd the fouth face of the fort from 130 to 210 
yards. Neverthelefs, the works on this lidb were much lefs de- 
fenfible than thoft to the weft and north ; but the furface of water 
and quagmire in the river before it, rendered this front InacceffibJe, 
excepting by the labours of a much greater army, than the prefent 
attack. The graund on the north of the fort gave the befieger mucli 
more advantage than on the other fides ; and this ftce was therefore 
ftrengthened in proportion ; the two former baftlons and rampart, 
as improved and left by the French, were fuftered to remain, but 
the ditch and glacis which they had dug and raiftd, were, tlic one 
filled up, and the other removed further out, to admit better works. 
In the front of the n. w. baftion was raiftd another capable of mount- 
ing 28 guns ; each of the faces were 100 yards in length, and a 
battalion might be drawn up on its rampart, although a large 
vacancy was left in the gorge,' or back part, to increafe tlic in- 
terval towards the former baftion behind, wliich this was intended 
to cover ; it was from its fuperior ftrength called the royal baftion. 
A demi baftion corefponding with tlie royal was raiftd before tlie 
old N.E. baftion, that ftood on the beach of the fta, which however 
the demi baftion did not entirely envelop ; for its right hand or caft 
face extending in a line parallel to the fea, adjoined to the ftiouhicr 
angle of the nothern face of the old baftion, leaving this free free to fire 
forward, but confining the extent of ground it commanded to the fame 
■width as the fpace between the eaft face of the demibaftion and the ft a : 
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to the weflward, the old bafhoii had two truns clear of the demi 
baftion, which fiipplied the defence on this lidc by tour guns in the 
flank, and 7 in its northen face. The two new baftions coinmu- 
tcated with each other by a broad fauflebray that pafled along the 
foot of the old rampart and baftions ; this faufl'ebray was defended 
by a ftout parapet feven feet high, which adjoined to the flanks of the 
new baftions. Ti'hc ditch on this front w^as dry, becaufe the ground 
here was feven feet higher than the level of the canal which fupplied 
the ditches to the weft and foutb ; but a Ciivc'tte or trench feven feet 
deep and 25 feet broad was dug the whole length of the ditch, v/liich 
before the fauftebray was 1 80 feet wide, and before the baftions, iiinetv. 
The covered way of this front was broad and w'cll palliladed, and I'on- 
t;;incd between the two baftions a large laveJin capable of 18 ayins, 
9 in each of its faces. Tlie glacis was excelicut, and little- was 
wanting to compleat the defences on this tide, excepting mines, 
wdiich tlie w'ant of time and bricklayers had not allow'ed. I'hc 
weftern face had likewdfe its co\ ercd way ])alifad_-d, and glacis, and 
contained three ravelins, of which that in the middle was the largoft. 
The caftern face extended along the beach of the fea wdthin twenty 
3 ards of the furf, but thips could not approach near enough to batter 
it with any cfteift ; and no guns could be brought to bear upon it by 
land. Before the fea gate, wdiich ftands in the middle of the cur- 
tain, was a battery of thirteen guns ; fifty yards on the right of this 
battery was a platform of old ftanding, wdth 1 4 guns to return filutcs, 
which had hitherto been left wltliouta parapet : the original curtain, 
although nothing more than a brick wall four feet thick, had never 
been ftrengthened ; but a trench fix feet deep, and 10 wide, had 
lately been dug before it ; and a ditch with palifidocs was intended 
to have been carried round the battery and the platform, but had not 
been executed at cither. The only danger on this fide was from a 
fudden aftault or furprize, which could rarely come by boats landing 
unawares acrofs the furf ; but always, and with eafe, by a body of 
men pafling on the edge of it by either of the baftions at the extre- 
mities; to prevent which, a row of anchors, backed bypalifades, and 
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a trench were extended from the neck of eacli baftion quite into 
the furf. No buildings, excepting iheds, had been railed in the 
new ground taken in to the weftward ; and in thofe of the old, 
the bomb-proof lodgments were not fufficient for the fecurlty of the 

The firft appearance of any work done by the enemy had becndifccrn- 
cd in the morning of the i8th of December, when I/ally’s reglmtnt 
had compleated a breaft-work clofe to the fca, 580 yards from the 
covered way ; it was (heltered by houfes on the right, but open in 
front to a direct fire from the north-eaft and demi baflions : fiotn 
this breaftwork they continued a trench by two zig zags 180 yards 
nearer the fort, which brought the trench 40 yards upon the cfpla- 
nadc : here they began a battery intended for many guns, which 
extended from the beach, parallel to the fimc fire as the brcait-work, 
and behind this battery on the right. they raifod anotlier for lix mor- 
tars, which they compleated by the end of the month ; but the con- 
ftant fire of the fort had retarded their work and prevented them 
from opening any embraiures in the battery for the cannon, becaul'e 
they had not enough ready for this, and another battery of fix guiis, 
which the regiment of Lorrain had on their fide compleated at the 
opening of a fireet on the riling ground to the w^ftw ard, which en- 
filaded the face of the royal balHon, and the covered way before it ; 
behind this battery were two mortars imprudently Iheltcred by the 
rubbllh of houfes, which had been demolilhed for the purpofe. 
The garrifon called this the Lorrain, and the other by the fea, 
Lally’s battery. 

At break of day, on the 2d of January, the Lorrain battery be- 
gan to fire both its cannon and mortars, which were foon followed by 
four thirteen-inch mortars from Lally’s, which threw their Ihells in 
vollies all together. The fort returned with fhells as well as fliot 
upon the Ivorrain battery with 1 1 guns, four on the tvell face of the 
Royal, five on the flank of the Demi, and two on the weft flank 
of the old north-eafl; baftion : this fuperiorlty in Icfs than an hour 
difmounted two of the Lorrain gims, and obliged them to withdraw 
the other four *, but againfl: the mortars, either here or at Lally’s, 
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the fire of the defences could have little effedt, excepting by luck, fince 
they were concealed and defended, as ufual, by a high and ftrong 
parapet ; this annoyance, therefore, continued until leven in the 
evening, during which time only 8o fhells had been thrown from 
both, all of which fell about the middle of the inhabited part of the 
fort, where {food the government houfe, againft which they feemed 
to have been aimed, and two went through the upper roof : much 
mifchief was alfo done to the adjoining buildings ; but not a fingle 
perfon was either killed or wounded by their fall or explofions, nor 
had any one fuffered by the cannon Ihot of the morning. 

As foon as the night clofed, feveral of the principal European 
women, with their children, were fent away in three maflbolah 
boats, to rcfide under the proteftion of the Dutch fettlement at Sa- 
drafs ; they had not been gone two hours before intelligence was re- 
ceived from Captain Prefton, that a French detachment liad fur- 
prized the fort of Sadrafs, taken pofleffion of the town, and made 
the garrlfon and all tire Dutch inhabitants prlfoncrs ; but it was too 
late to recall the Mafl'oolahs. Another letter from Prefton, which 
came in the morning, gave information of an adion which he had 
fuftained the day before. 

The town of San Thome was become a port of great confequence 
to the French army. The remains of an ancient ditch and bad 
ground round mold parts of the town, with the river and the 
Englilh redoubt to tlie fouth, fecured It from furprize, unlefs at- 
tempted by very fuperior numbers. They accordingly made the 
town the ftation of their boats, as well as the temporary repolitory 
of their convoys coming by land, and had llkewife eftablilhed in it 
one of the hofpitals of their camp: but thejundion of Mahomed 
Ifloof’s troops, with Prefton’s, rendered the maintenance of the 
town an objed of much greater doubt and follcitude, than when it 
was only expofed to failles from the garrlfon of Fort St. George ; 
and the body of French troops which had engaged Preldon and Ma- 
homed Ifloof at the mount on the 30th of December retreated im- 
mediately after the adioii to San Thome. The day after the ac- 
tion Prefton received intelligence that the partizan, I.,ambert, was 
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advancing from the fouth, with a large quantity of florcs and a flrong 
efcort ; on which he moved from the Mount, in order to intercept 
them, and encamped at Trivamborc, which Is a village with a pa- 
goda, fituated two miles to the fouth of San Thome, and one from 
the fca fhorc. He was followed by the troops of Mahomed Ifii)of; 
it having been agreed, in order to prevent jcaloufics as well as 
confufion, that the two commands fliould move and encamj) in fj- 
parate bodies. The troops of Mahomed Ifl(K)f confifted of 350 d foot, 
500 horfe, with three bad field-pieces; they encamped to the north 
of the village, and extended almoft to the lea, with their front to- 
wards San Thome. Captain Prerton, with his divilion, which con- 
fifted of 600 Sepoys, with 80 Europeans, and two brafs threc- 
pounders, pitched their tents to the Ibuth, looking out for Lambert 
towards Sadrafs. Mr. Lally, apprehenlive that they intended to 
attack San Thom<^, encreaied the European infantry there to 500 
rank and file, and the European horfe to 1 50. Mr. Soupire command- 
ed, and leaving all the black troops, whether horfe or Sepoys, marched 
at three in the morning with the Europeans only, who were 650 horfe 
and foot, and without field-pieces. Half an hour before day they fell 
on the camp of Mahomed Iflbof, wdiich had gained no warning of their 
approach. The furprize and confufion was fo great, that Mahomed 
Ilfoof himfelf efcaped at the back of his tent, and his troops fled 
every way under the enemy’s fire, which lafled fifteen minutes with- 
out interruption ; during which Prefton turned out his line, and fent 
forward his piquets to difeover, wdio returned without perceiving 
any figns of troops to the fouth ; at the fame time the croud of fu- 
gitives flieeved that the enemy were in pofleflion of Mahomed Iflbof’s 
camp, and Prelfon, judging that their order mufi; have been nruch 
broken by the onfet, the abtion, the darknefs, and the interruptions 
Ipread over the ground, immediately relolved to attack them ; and 
marching with his whole divilion at the back of the village to the 
weflward, came on the flank of Mahomed Iflbof’s camp, almofl: as 
foon as his approach was difeovered ; tvhere the French troops, 
thinking they had routed ail their enemies, w'ere collebling the plun- 
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d.'r ; nor could the officers recall them to any order, before the fire 
of Prerton’s divlfoii, led by his two field-pieces loaded with grape, 
fcoiired through the camp, and his mufketry was augmented by the 
return of the beft of Mahomed Il'ioofl'’s Sepoys. Neverthelefs, 
fome of the enemy in different parties endeavoured to rally ; but, hav- 
ing no llrong or eolleded fire to return, they fell, the more they ven- 
tured to make red (lance, and all at length broke in confulion ; but 
when at lomc diffance the officers prevailed on them to flop, and' 
tlrcy marched otT in order. 'They had got poflLflion of the two field- 
picces, of Mahomed Iffiofs divifion, but did not tarry to draw them 
oif. Thirty-fix of their Europeans were counted dead ; of whom 
one was a eaptaln, and another a lieutenant. Of the Englifh troops 
in both actions two Euroj^eans were killed and fix wounded ; of the 
Sepoys 6o, and 1 2 1 ; but only three of the black cavalry, and 
five horfes were killed. On a review at three o’clock in the 
afternoon, only 700 of rvlahomcd Iffioof’s Sepoys were numbered; 
all the reft of his troops, cavalry, collerlcs, and fepoys, on a fuppo- 
fitlon that Prefton’s divifion had been as cafily routed as themfelvcs, 
fled acrofs the country, nor thought themfelves lafe before they 
got under the guns of Chinglapett, and according to their example 
the market-people ran away with their bullocks and provifions, of 
which there was not fufficlent for one meal left in the camp ; and 
this want obliged the troops which remained to march away the fame 
evening with the appearance of defeat as frr as Vendaloor, in order 
to meet a fupplv from Cliinglapett. 

The fuperlor fire of the fort in the morning determined the enemy 
to wait until they could renew the attack with lefs difproportlon. 
On the 4th a fmall floop laden with fforcs and ammunition worked 
through the road and anchored near tire Harlem, and maflbolas liad 
everv day palled between St. 'J'liome and the black town. At day- 
break on the 6th, a vollev of fix mortars were throwm from Lally’s 
batterv, as a fignal of preparation, and they were the firfb, eitJicrfliot 
or fhcll, which the enemy had fired fince their mortars ceafed on the 
evening of the 2d, although the fort had conffantly fired both to in- 
terrupt their work. At fun-rife they commenced a regular canno- 
nade 
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iiadc and bombardment, wliich confi/led of fevcn guns and fix large 1 759- 
mortars from Lally’s, and feven guns, vvitli a howitz, from the ^ 

Lorrain battery, with the two mortars In tills quarter, which, how- 
«ver, fired but feldom. Altliough theI>orrain battery fired only from 
feven embrafures, it had been augmented to ten, of which the ad- 
ditional four were in a return, or extending from an angle to the right 
of the other fix, and bore upon Plgot’s, the next half ion on the wcfl 
front to the left of the royal. The enemy’s fire, both of Ihot 
and fhells, was directed more againfi; the buildings than againffc 
the works. The fort returned on Lally’s battery 1 1 guns from the 
old north-eafi; baflion, the north ravelin, and the royal bafiion. 

Agalnft the Lorrain battery, likewife, eleven guns, four from the 
royal baftion, two from the north-wefi: curtain near Pigot’s bafiion, 
and three from the center ravelin called St. (Tcorgf’s on the weft : 
but more guns bore upon the batteries, 'if it had been necefiarv to 
ufe them. 

The enemy’s mortars continued through the night, and ware re- 
joined in the morning by the cannon of the preceding da}', and two 
more, from a battery intended for four, \\lueh was r.dled on tlie cf- 
planade, adjoining to the wefi-fide of the bur} ing-ground, about 
400 yards to the weft of Ivally’s battery, and almofi in the perpen- 
dicular of the N. w. or lallent angle, of the nn al bafii<^n, from 
which it was difiant 450 }'ards. The two guns, nowopiened in tiic 
burying ground, bore upon the weft tace of tl.c north ravelin aiul on 
the weft flank of the old n. n. b.tftion. The enemy’s cannon ftill 
continuing to point high, diel little damage to the works hut the 
buildings, much damaged betore, luftered greatly hv the tall or 
their fhells. At the twilight of the next day, the 8th (T the 
month, the three mafioolas which had been lent with the Eng- 
lifti women to Sadral's, landed at the fort, ft’hc French being in 
poflelfion of Sadrais had fel'zed thei'e boats, laden tliem with 50 
barrels of gunpowder, and leveral other military ftores, anel lent 
them with the fame boatmen guareled by a French loldlcr in 
each, to their own army in the black town. At feiur in the morn- 
ing when oppofite to the fort, each of the loldlers hael fallen laft 
afleep, on which the boatmen concerted in their own language with 
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the certainty of riot beirig underftood, although overheard ; and hav- 
ing firft poured water into the firelocks, overpowered and bound the 
foldiers, and then landed the boats at the fea gate. This uncommon 
inftance of fidelity and fpirit in men, who are deemed a mean and 
outcall; race, was rewarded and encouraged by paying them imme- 
diately the tidl value of the gunpowder and flores. 

The enemy’s mortars renewed at midnight, and at day-break their 
cannon, with two pieces more, mounted in the battery at the bury- 
ing ground. In the afternoon they fet fire to a warehoufe near the s. e. 
baftion, full of fiiltpetre and brimilone, which cotild not be extin- 
gnilhed for fcveral hours ; during which the enemy plied the l]')Ot, 
where the black column of fmoke arofe, with thells and plunging 
Ihot, which did no damage. Lieutenant Brooke, a diligent officer 
in the artillery, was killed by a cannon ball in the demi-bafi:ion. 
The enemv’s Ihip Diligent, reladen with artillery and all kind of 
Bores, anchored in the morning off the black town, having been 30 
days in w^orklng along the coaft from Alamparva, although the 
Brelght diftance is not 60 miles. 

The fame fire, but more frequent on both fides, continued on the 
9th, the enemy’s mortars Bill againB the buildings; but their cannon, 
which in the tw^o preceding days had only filenced two guns, inthisdif- 
abled or difmounted five, and two mortars. In the night, befidcs the 
ufual repairs, five embrafures were cut through the glacis of the fa- 
lient angle before the demi-baBion, pointing obliquely againB Daily’s 
battery, and guns were mounted in them ; but Daily’s, neverthelefs, 
difmounted two guns on the demi-bnBlon the next day ; and on the 
r ith all the five towards the land on the old n. e. baBion were dif- 
ablcd by this and the Lorrain battery. Early this morning the enemy 
likewile opened two more guns in a ricochet battery intended for four, 
which they had raifed near the Englifh hofpital, on the rifing ground 
fronting the center ravelin on the weB fide of the fort, againB which, 
how’cver, it w'as not intended to fire, but to enfilade the royal baBion : 
it llkew'ife bore upon part of the north-weB curtain towards Plgot’s. 
NotwithBanding this battery Bood at a much greater dlBance from 
the fort, than ai^y of the other three, it was more expofed than either 
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of them to a fally ; for none of their guns had embrafures, but fired, 
plunging over the parapet, and the guard might be beaten up, and tlie , 
guns fpiked, before fuccour could arrive from the neareft of the 
enemy’s quarters : aware of this they had carried on a trend), from 
the end of theflreet through which Draper had marched, to the foot 
of the bridge, which eroded the grouml fronting the battery, and 
a picquet guard was conftantly kept in the trench, ready to give 
the alarm. They had likewife began a breaft-work at the bar of 
the Triplicane river to the fouth, in order to annoy the black people 
and cattle, which were Iheltcred on the fpit of fand at the foot of 
the glacis on this fide; and as many inconveniences would enfue 
from their difperfion, it was rcfolved to drive the enemy from the 
hreaft-work. 

Accordingly a detachment of 200 Europeans, of which half were 
grenadiers, and 400 Sepoys, marched under the command of Major 
Brereton, 'between four and five in the morning, whilfi: it was dill 
dark : when arrived at the bar they received a fire from fome Se- 
polled behind the unfinifhed parapet, which killed one and 
wounded two^f the grenadiers ; but, as the Sepoys immediately dif- 
appeared, the fire was not returned, and the detachment proceeded 
through the coco-nut groves to the left, without meeting any other 
oppofoion, until they came into the lane which leads into the St. 

Thome road, along the garden wall of the governor’s houfe, when 
a trooper, fent forward, difeovered a party of the enemy dimva vp 
at the end of the lane, with a field-piece. On this intelligence tb.e 
advanced guard of grenadiers marched up brilkly, fired, and pulh- 
ing on, received the difeharge of the gun loaded with grape, as well 
us thc’muiketrv that fupported it, by which five of them were 
wounded, and 'lieutenant Rohfon mortally: the red, neverthekfs, 
feized the gun before the enemy had time to fire it again, who took 
{belter in a houfe and garden on their right, trom whence their f:re 
killed three Sepoys and wounded two, with an Euiopean, bctoie th.y 
were difiodged. It was yet fcarcely twilight, and as tlie g:e a. Hers 
were drawing off the gun, Jemaul Sahoh, the commandant of ilu Se- 
poys, who had been prying in the St. Tltome road, difeo; ered anochcr 
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gun a little below the garclen-houfe, and appearing jealous of the 
honour, was permitted to feize and bring it off with a party of Se- 
poys only, which they cfFe6ted without receiving any return to their 
lirft fire. The detachment marched back the fame way they had 
come, and arrived in the fort at fun-rife with the two guns, and five 
European prifoners, one of whom was an officer feverely wounded. 
Previous to this, two other, but flight fallies had been made ; the 
one to the n. w. bridge, w'hich fired into the enemy’s trench before 
the hofpital battery ; the other, to difturb the workmen in the zig- 
zags to the northward ; this party advanced to the head of the work, 
killed a centinel, and brought away two or three mulkets, without 
anylofs. The enemy’s mortars flackened this day, but the fire of their 
cannon continued with as much vivacity as before, and dlfabled four 
guns, which as ufual were replaced before tlie next morning. 

By this time it was evident that the enemy intended to dired; the 
ftrefs of their attack againft the two northern bafiions, which dic- 
tated the necefiity of fccuring them with additional defences ; ac- 
cordingly a palifade was begun in the ditch on the hltlier fide of the 
cuvette, to extend quite round the demibafilon ; a blind, or ram- 
part of earth, at 30 yards dlfiance, in the ditch before the n. e. 
bafiion ; and a fafclnc battery of fix guns, on the firand between 
the eafi: curtain and the fea, a little in the rear of the fhoulder angle 
of this bafiion. Early the next morning, which was the I3th,afiiell 
from the fort fet fire to fome huts behind I ^ally’s battery, which 
fpreading, caught a magazine, and blew it up, with a number of 
loaded bombs : no fire pafied this day cither from or agalnfi the 
N. E. or demi bafiions ; and no gun was dlfmounted in any ]xnt of 
the fort ; but the enemy doubled the number of their workmen in 
the zig zag, who were interrupted as much as ])oflibIe by what fire 
bore upon them from the royal bafiion, the north ravelin, and the 
cmbrafurcs of the falient angle before the deml-bafiion ; in the night 
the enemy fired with a field-piece loaded with grape, from the head 
of their works, on a ftnall party poftetl near this angle, under the co- 
ver of a boat, and wounded three of them, on which the refi re- 
tired into the covered way. 
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In the morning of the 14th, the enemy opened a battery of three 
mortars between Lally’s and the burying-ground, but in the rear of 
both, and concealed by the houfes between them, from the fight of 
the fort : their fire this day difabled a mortar and two guns : during 
the night a conftant fire of muiketry from the covered way, and of 
cannon and mortars from the works of the north front, was kept 
up againft the enemy’s approaches, and retarded their progrel's. On 
the 15th, they had 10 guns mounted in Lally’s, and kept up 
through the day a fire from 21, befidcs their ii mortars as before: 
but Lally’s guns did all the mifehief to the works, difmounting two 
guns in the Uemi, and two in the north-eaft bafiion, and their fliot,, 
which flew over, took in flank tlie three other batteries towards the 
fea, and difmounted two guns on the fea-gatc battery, two on tlie 
fainting battery, and one on the s.e. or St. *rhome haftion, in all 
eleven : the fire on the trenches continued through the night, fiom 
which the enemy, ncvcrthclcfs, detached a picquet, wdiich drove in 
the party ported on the falient angle of the glaci?. 

The enemy’s cannonade continued on the 1 6th, witli the addi- 
tion of two guns on Lally’s battery, which now' fired with 12, all 
24 or 18 pounders, to which the fort could only oppofe the direcl: 
fire of fix of equal weight, which were from the north-eaft and dcml 
bartions ; for the guns in the falient angle of the glacis, and in the 
fafeine battery on the ground below, were of inferior calibres; and as it 
was conrtantly neceflary to employ many men in reinflatlng the da- 
mages of the demi-bartion, a traverfc was railed to preferve the guns in 
its flank from the infilading fire of Lally’s; and whilll: this and other 
work was doing, the three embrafures of its face to the right, which 
were open to thelhot of Lally’s, were kept doled until the next day ; 
fo that no guns in this bartion were either fired agalnrt, or difmount- 
ed bv that battery ; which having the more to ufe againrt the other 
works difabled one on the north-eart, and obliged the garrifon to with- 
draw the five guns in the ffllent angle of the glacis ; and as the trenchc,. 
were now advanced within 50 yards, thefe embrafures w'erc filled up, 
and the earth leveled again to the general flopc of the glacis. 
At 1 1 at night a fally was made from St. George’s or the well ravelin 
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to fire into the trench extending before the hofpltal battery ; but 
tiic guard there taking the alarm in time, 50 men advanced acrofs 
the bri'.lge leading to it, and after a fire given and returned, drove the 
party back into the covered way. Another firlly of 12 Eurof^eans 
was made at one in the morning, under the command of enlign 
Barnes, againfl the head of the enemy’s trenches, into which they 
gave tlielr lire, and finding only five or fix naen in it, advanced, until 
a relief of 40 or co came up from the rear, who drove them back, and 
before they regained the covered way, enlign Barnes, with two of 
the foldiers, were killed. Before and alter this Tally, a conlfant fire, 
as in the preceding nights, was kept up until morning on the enemy’s 
workmen ; who, notwithftanding thefe interruptions, advanced the 
lap above 20 yards. 

Even the garrifon acknowledged the actlvdty of the enemy’s pro- 
grefs, and frcc]uent letters had been difpatched, enjoining Captain 
Prelfon and Mahomed Iflbof to approach, and Interrupt their opera- 
tions ; but thefe officers were no longer mafters of their own. Re- 
treating after the aflion at Trivambore, they arrived at Vendaloor 
on the 3d, where they found fome provdlions. Prefton’s dlvllion was 
\inimpalred ; of Mahomed Moors, moll: of the Tritchinopoly Se- 
poys, and 1 50 of the new-levied horfe, had rejoined the reft of thofe 
who had fled to Chlnglapet, who were the 1500 Colleries and 500 
horfe fent by Toiidiman, the 300 horfe frornTanjore, and the fame 
number of his own levies ; and all thefe troops refufed to march 
back from Chinglapett to Vendalore. The kind of warfare for which 
they were Intended, and only -fit, rendered their defertion in the 
prefent conjundlure of too much confequence to be negledled : and 
after fevcral ineffcclual meflages, the two commanders marched on 
the 6th from Vendalore, and joined them at Chinglapett. On expof- 
tulatlon, the cavalry in general, pleaded with much complaint, the 
lofs, although owing to their own cowardice, of their baggage and 
eftedls at Trivambore, and little lefs than declared, that they had not 
engaged in the fervice, with the cxpedlatlon of expofing their horfes 
againft Europeans, but were w^illlng to a£l in their ufual modes ; 
which Prefton rightly interpreted plunder; and to gratify their 
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wliFcs, confented to march with them into the Frcncii diilri^l^ 17 0. 
around Conjeveram, in which they- continued (everal clays employed 
in plunder and ravage ; and no fhelter grounds protefled the cattle 
from the fearch of the colleries.. On the 13th, Prefton thinking 
they had been fufficiently indulged with booty, began Iiis marcli 
back from Conjeveram, intending to come again in fight of Madrafs ; 
but on the firft halt, all the troops which lie had endeavoured witli 
fo much complacence to conciliate, colleries as well as cavalry, 
left him and crofl'ed the Paliar. This fecond defertion left no doubt 
of their inutility, and Prefton rcfolved not to a£t with them any 
longer, even if they Ihould return of their own accord; but as the 
horfe of Rajahfaheb, who were 800, and the European cavalry of the 
French army, rendered it impoffible for the infantry of both the 
Englifh commands, although many, if unfupporfed by horle, to con- 
tinue near enough to harrafs the enemy’s camp, without more rilque 
to thcmfelvcs, Prefton refolvcd to march toArcot, in order to colledl 
a body of better cavalry, of which he heard fcveral parties were wait- 
ing ready to take fervice on the weftern confines of the province. 

Mr. Pigot received intelligence of this motion and its motives on the 
1 6th of the month, but concealed it, as every other which might 
difpirit the garrifbn. 

The enemy’s fire, continuing the fame on the 1 7th as the day be- 
fore, difmounted three guns and a mortar. Ever fince the 
ninth of the month, two (hips had been feen off St. Thome, 
which had every day weighed anchor, endeavouring to get 
to the northward, but were conftantly flemmcd by the cur- 
rent from gaining ground : but this evening they palled the 
road, and joined the three other vefTcIs off the black town. 

They were the Expedition, laden with artilley and ftores, which had 
left Pondicherry on the 12th of December ; and the Brlflol of 30 
guns, manned with Europeans, which had lately arrived there from 
Perfia, and was immediately laden with fhot and fnells for the 
camp. 

On the morning of the i8th the enemy had compleated three 
more embrafures in Tally’s battery, which joining the former on the 
VoL. II. H h h left, 
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left, reached almoft to the furf, and being a little turned to the 
s. w. bore upon the north ravelin, which before night was much im- 
paired by them. Neverthelefs, the general fire from the north was 
diminiflied, for thefe new embrafures in Tally’s were fupplied with 
three guns from other embrafures of the fame battery ; and the 
four in the Lorrain, which bore upon the royal baflion, ceafed en- 
tirely, and their embrafures were filled up ; but Tally’s and the 
burying-ground difabled two guns in the demi baftion, two in the 
north ravelin, a mortar in the royal, and rendered the three northern 
embrafures of the n.e. baflion unfit for fervice. A party of the 
enemy had been employed through the day in railing a breaflwork 
at a little diftance to the left behind their former poll at the bar, and 
began to fire from it at dulk with two field-pieces in barbet againft 
fbme Sepoys polled on the fpit of fand : their mortars continued firing 
vehemently through the day and night, but, as from the beginning 
of the bombardment, flill againft the infide of the fort. Every day 
one, two, or three of the garrifon, and fometimes more, had fuf- 
fered by the fire ; but on this day five Europeans and three Sepoys 
were killed, and five of each wounded. Notwithftanding a con- 
ftant fire of cannon and fmall arms, wherefbever probable, through 
the night, the enemy advanced their zig-zag acrofs the foot of the 
falient angle of the glacis, inclining a little to the left towards- 
the furf; and being fo near, the governor ifliied inftrudions to 
the officers of the different pofts, how to condu6l themfelves 
and difpofe their parties in cafe they ftiould aflault the out- 
works. 

The next day, which was the 19th, the enemy changed their two 
field-pieces to the fouth for two eighteen-pounders, from wliich thev 
fired fhot into the fort : in the forenoon their mufketry in the advanced 
or fecoiid crochet had fired fmartly upon the north ravelin and tlic 
covered way ; their mortars continued inccfilantly through the day,, 
and fet fire to three buildings in different parts of the fort at once,, 
but ceafed in the night: daring which they only produced tlieir third 
zig-zag obliquely from the ridge of the glacis to the watermark of the 
fca, which was not more than 15 yards. The next day, which was. 
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the 20th, they fired none of the four guns on Lally’s battery, which 
bore on the north-caft baftion ; but continued with the feven bearing 
on tile demi bafiion, and the three on the nortli ravelin, although 
more fparingly than ufual, but thofe in the burying-ground bat- 
tery with more vivacity : a platform on tlie demi baftion, and a 
mortar on the north ravelin were ruined by ftiells ; five Europeans 
were killed ; and feven, with three Sepoys, wounded. During the 
night, they threw few fhot or fliells, and made but little advance in 
their approaches, but enlarged their (econd crochet, and worked hard 
in eredtiiig a battery, which proje6led from it along their laft or 
third zig-zag leading to the crochet which terminated this zig- 
zag on the glacis. Two fmall Tallies were made upon the trenches 
during the night, in both of which^ only one European was 
killed. 

On the 2ift the enemy’s batteries remained almoft filent, but the 
mulketry in their trenches fired brilkly on all they faw moving. At 
five in the evening, a ferjeant and ten men went out by a Tally port in 
the eaft curtain, and an officer with 20 by the barrier in the north- 
eaft angle of the covered way, who were followed by 40 pioneers 
with their captain : the Toldiers advanced to the Tecond crochet, 
which was only 30 yards from the foot of the glacis ; out of which 
their firft fire drove all the troops, who were moftly Sepoys : after 
which they maintained the crochet for 10 minutes before the guard 
of the trenches arrived ; and during this time the pioneers worked 
hard in deftroying the gabions, and what other materials were col- 
leifted for the conftru£lion of the intended battery : the Tally was pre- 
ceded and followed by a fire of mortars, cannon, and fmall arms from 
the fort, upon all whom the alarm brought within fight and reach; 
and it w^as fuppofed with much effeift : two ferjeants were killed, 
and five of the pioneers wounded ; in the fort one European and 
one Sepoy were killed, and a ten-inch mortar difabled. In the night 
the enemy w'orked hard in thickening the crochet out of which 
they had been driven, compleated their third zig-zag, wdiich ex- 
tended 100 yards beyond it, moftly on the glacis, but inclining to 
tire left of the falient angle ; and not only began, but finiffied their 
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third crochet, which extended to the right from the head of this 
zig-zag acrofs the ridge of the glacis : they threw few mortars during 
the night, but mohly into the works ; their cannon llackened like- 
wife the enfuing day, which was the zzd, and efpecially from Lally’s 
battery, in which mod; of the embrafures were blinded ; never- 
thelefs, the few employed were very elfedfual, for the repeated re- 
pairs, which had been made in the demland north-ead: badions, ren- 
dered the fuhdituted merlons lb weak that they crumbled to every 
fhot : a twelve-pounder was difabled on the north ravelin by a ihell, 
three Europeans and a Sepoy were killed, and feven with nine Sepoys 
wounded. In the night the enemy pulhed on the fap of the fourth 
zig-zag 20 yards beyond their third crochet, and having made a 
Imall return or Ihoulder to the left, continued it from hence quite 
up to the falient angle of the covered way, and fixed fome gabions 
on the cred of the glacis on the right hand of this angle: the conted 
w’as now brought very near the walls, and was difputed without 
intermidion : the whole progrefs of the fourth zig-zag w'as expofed 
to the fire of the dockade of palmyra trees wdiich the garrifon had 
planted acrofs the ead fide of the glacis to the furf, and from this 
dockade the guard kept up a condant fire of mulketry on the enemy’s 
workmen, as did another guard from the fdient angle of the glacis ; 
and parties of grenadiers were fent out every hour along the beach 
beyond the dockade to fire upon the third crochet, and all the lap 
advanced beyond it : cannon, mortars, and mulketry, were llkewife 
fired throughout the night from every part that bore upon their work; 
hut could not dop it, for the enemy had encreafed the number both of 
their ^\■orkmen and guards; they likewilc finilhed their battery at the 
end of their third zig-zag, wdilch Ihouldered on their fecond crochet, 
and oj)ened it the next morning, which was the 23d, with four 
guns ; but it was fo ill condrudled, that only one of the guns could 
be brc'-ught to bear upon the north ravelin, wh ich it was in- 
tended to hatter. The Lorrain battery remained doled, but the 
liofpital, the burylng-ground, and Lally’s, with the mortars as 
before, continued a dackening fire, the cannon only in the day, but 
die moitars tlirough the night likewife. The ammunition of both 
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began to wax fcant, and they were waiting for more which had 
been embarked on the 1 4th in a brigantine from Pondicherry. How- 
ever, their fire difabled a twenty-four-pounder on the royal baflion, 
and conipleated the ruin of all the embrafures on the right face of 
the ravelin ; in which a (hot from Lally’s penetrated quite through 
the merlon; in the night, the enemy attempted topufh their gabions 
clofe to the covered way of the n. e. lalient angle, from whence 
pioneers were fent to ovcrfet them, who rolled fome into the fea, 
and pulled others into the covered way ; this conteft was maintained 
at repetitions for three or four hours, and fupported by the hotteft fire 
of mufketry, and of grape fhot from the north-caft baftion, and the 
fafcine battery on the beach ; fevcnty dlfcharges were made out of one 
of the guns : five Europeans were killed and ten wounded in the 
night and day, mofl of whom fufiered in jhefe attacks : one .Sepoy 
was likewife killed, and fix wounded : on the 24tli, a twenty-fo\ir 
pounder was difabled on the north-eaft baflion, of which the works 
had fcarcely received in the night a repair adequate to the detriment 
of the preceding day ; but fix of the embrafureo in the north-ravelin 
were reflored ; the other three flill remained unfit for fervice. 

At feven in the evening, a party of the enemy conlilflng of 50 
men, who had waited for the dark, advanced from tlje nearcfl 
crochet to the ftockade, from which the guard, which conliftcd only 
of 1 2 men, ran away to the blind before the n. e. hafilon ; they were 
immediately fent back with the addition of a more refolute i'erjeant 
and ten grenadiers ; but were fcarcely returned, when this ferjeant 
was fhot dead, through the flockade ; on which the party ftopped, 
waiting for dlretfllons ; and tlie officer commanding at the blind 
recalled them ; after which it was thought Imprudent to make ano- 
ther attempt to recover the Ifockade, although capable of giving 
much annoyance to the enemy’s work. 

At night, a meflenger from Trltchinopoly brought a letter 
from Captain Jofeph Smith with intcHigcnce he had rctxlvcd 
from Angengo. The Prcfidencv ten da.\s before had received ad\ icea 
from Mr. Pococke, that the fquadron h.ad arrived ou tlic ’oth of 
ifDecember at .Bombay, where Ire found fix o.t the compaov’s iliips 
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niul tu'o of the line, with 600 men of Draper’s regiment on board ; 
whiclr were arrived there a few days before, having pafled the Cape 
of Good Hope too late in the feafon to gain the coaft of Coromandel ; 
the letter from Captain Smith gave intelligence that the Company’s 
flfips with all tlic troops on board had failed under the convoy of two 
frigates from Bombay on the 31ft: and the fpies which came in from 
the enemy’s camp reported that this news was likewife known there, 
and had determined IMr. Daily to make a general aflault on the fort 
this very night ; on which the whole garrifon and all the inhabi- 
tants were Rationed and remained under arms at their relpeflive polls 
until the morning. 

The fire of the cannon, mulketry, and mortars, from the fort, al- 
though maintained conhantly throughout the night, did not prevent 
the enemy from advancing their fap along the glacis on the call face 
of the covered way as far as the left of the llockade, and they made a 
return on the right to the crell of the glacis ; but had not time to 
extend the fap to the left along the front of the llockade towards the 
furf, nor even to compleat a proper lodgement in the return, the want 
of which left their workmen expofed to the fire of the covered way ; 
but on the other fide of the falient angle they had raifed gabions, and 
made conliderable progrefs in a retrenchment intended for a battery. 

The night pafled without any alarms of the fuppofed aflault ; and 
the enfuing day, which was the 25th, continued with the ufual 
fire of cannon and mortars until two in the afternoon, when a fally 
was made by the guard at the blind, and the fame number of 
grenadiers, in all forty foldiers with arms, who covered twenty 
pioneers with tools. Juft before the blind, on the eaft face of the 
covered way, parallel to the fame face of the demi baftion, was a 
paflage cut in the glacis towards the furf ; through which the party 
pafled, and then proceeding along the furf, round the right of the 
ftockade, came in flank of the head of the enemy’s fap, from which 
their firft fire drove all their guards and workmen, who retreated 
to their retrenchment at the falient angle waiting for fuccours ; 
during which the Engllfli foldiers maintained their ground, and the 
pioneers overfet the gabions, fome into the fea, others into the 
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covered way, and deftroycd whatfoever implements they found : this 
attack lafted 20 minutes, by which time the enemy liad gathered, 
and were advancing in much fuperior numbers from the retrench- 
ment ; upon which the party was recalled, and retreated, giving 
and receiving fire. A ferjeant with three grenadiers were killed ; fix 
others of the foldicrs, with captain Black, who commanded the 
fally, and lieutenant Fitzpatrick, were wounded. The enemy’s 
artillery bore mofl on the royal and demi baftions ; their mortars 
falling on the works wounded many more than ufual. The total lofs, 
including that in the fallies, was eight Europeans and tliree Sepoys 
killed, and 17 Europeans with 13 Sepoys wounded. 

The enemy’s fap being advanced to the eaft flank of the covered 
way threatened immediate danger by furprizc on the eafl; face of the 
fort, to which the fea-gate gave the fairefl opening ; for the em- 
brafures in the north flank of the battery before it had been ruined 
by the enemy’s fliot which had miffed or flown over the n.e. baflion 
and fafeine battery ; and the gateway itfelf was a fpacious arch flint 
occafionally with folding doors ; fo that, fliould the enemy ever make 
a general aflault on the ruined works to the north, a party font at 
the fame time along the furf, or even in boats, might force their 
way through the gate with petards ; and this party might pafs with- 
out much interruption ; for the fafeine battery which barricaded the 
beach was nearly demoliflied. The whole of tlie working party 
of the niglit was therefore allotted to remedy thefc defects, and be- 
fore morning they repaired the fafeine battery, reflored the embrafures. 
of the battery before tlic fea-gate, bricked up the arch of the gate- 
way, and opened a fmall gate on the left hand, whlcli had been 
cloiej. In the fucceeding niglits the workmen began and continued 
the intended ditch with pallifadoes round the fea-gate battery, which 
had hitherto been deterred for lervlces of more immediate ncccflity.. 
'The enemy employed the niglit with ccpial diligence, and puflied 
the fap ot their retrenchment from the lallent angle 70 yards along 
the north face of the covered way, and widened the work in an 
excavation lufficient to contain cannon and a large detachment 
cf troops : this work, with what was done tlie night before on 
5 the. 
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t!ic other fide, entirely embraced the {"ahent angle of the covered 
way. 

The following day, vrhich was the 26th, the enemy fired mofi: 
of their fhot into the tow'ii ; and mofi: of their flrells, as in the pre- 
ceding night, into tlie w'orks of the north front, by which a twenty- 
four pounder W'as difmounted on the n. e. bafiion, and the cafualties 
from the evening to the evening were five Scapoys and one European 
killed, and 1 1 wounded, of W'hom w^re the lieutenants Lang, and 
Ivittle who lofl: his left arm. In tlie fuccccding night the enemy 
widened and raifed their work on the crcil of the glacis, notwith- 
flanding the conifant fire of the defences ; and no guards could any 
longer be kept at the lallent angle they had invefied, but centrics 
were advanced every quarter of an hour from the blind before the 
N.E. bartlon, to obierv'e whether they were beginning any new 
works, but difeovered none. In the 24 hours to the evening of the 
27th, no damage w^as done, to any of the artillery, but five Europeans 
were killed and five wounded, and one wuth five Sepoys. The 
enemy’s workmen remained very filent in their trenches through 
the night. 

Three hundred Sepoys w^ere Intended to fally before day-break 011 
tlie 28th, In order to furprlze the enemy’s battery of two guns to the 
louth of the bar : but marching too late were dlfcerned, and re- 
ceived the fire of the battery before they had crolTcd the bar, on whicli 
they were immediately recalled into the fort. In the morning the 
enemy began to fire again from the battery near their lecond 
crochet, which had remained filent ever fince they opened it Inef- 
feffually on the 23d, and during this interval they had endeavoured 
to reflify the erroneous conffrudfion of the embrafures, which were 
intended againft the right face of the north ravelin ; they had like- 
wife brought up two ten-inch mortars to this battery, with which, 
and three guns, they commenced their fire ; but one of the guns 
failed at nine o’clock, and another at ten ; in the afternoon another, 
which they w'ere trying in the 4th embrafurc, w as difiibled by a Ihot 
from the fprt ; after which, the cannonade from this battery ceafed 
entirely, but the mortars continued. At noon a party with maiiy 
I yoke 
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yoke of oxen affembled at the bar, in order to draw off the two 1759. 

guns there ; but the firing of the fort foon made them remove the ja„ujry * 

cattle out of reach. The cafualties from the preceding night to 

the evening of this day were one European and one Lafcar killed, 
with ten Europeansand nine Sepoys wounded. 

During the night the enemy drew off one of the guns at the bar ; 
their workmen carried on a mining fap from the left of the palmyra 
ftockade acrofs the glacis, and on a level lower than the covered 
way, intending to pafs under this likewife in order to open the 
counterfcarp of the ditch : they executed this work with lb much 
filence, that the garrifon had no fufpicion of it until two the next after- 
noon, when the fap was advanced as far as the fcarp, or brick facing 
of the glacis, and being carried too high, the earth of the covered 
way with the facing fell in, and difcovered them ; Ibme grenadiers 
were immediately fent to fire and throw granades into the hole, 
which obliged the miners to ftop, but they renewed their fap lower. 

Their mortars continued during theft 24. hours againft the worfcs. 

A nine-pounder was difabled on the n. w. ravelin by the fire from 
the hofpital ; and the embrafures of Pigot’s baftion, and of Law- 
rence’s, the next on the left, were much damaged by (hells and 
ftray (hot ; for both theft works were out of the front attack, nor 
was there a fingle gun which bore dlreiWy upon them ; for the enemy 
had for Ibme days ceafed the 4 they opened on the 7th of the month 
in this dircftion, which adjoined to the left Ihoulder of the Lorrain 
battery. The cafualties from the evening to the evening were two 
Europeans and three Sepoys killed, and two and one wounded. In 
the enfulng night the enemy threw many Ihells into the town, and 
continued hard at work both in their covered fap and in raifing a 
battery on the creft of the glacis, but with lb much filence, tdiat 
the garrifon could not difcover what they were doing : the working 
party of the fort were employed in reftoring the right face of the 
north ravelin, and the fame fide the caponiere leading to it acrofs 
the ditch. 

In the interval fince the dcftrtion of the black troops at Conje- 
veram, feveral letters and other notices had been received from Cap- 
VoL. II. I i i tain 
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tain Prefton and Mahomed Iffoof. Purfuing their intention of en- 
lifting a body of better cavalry, they arrived on the 12th at Lalla- 
pet, a town of great relbrt, 10 miles to the n. w. of Arcot, where 
their Invitations loon colleded 500 Moorilh horfe, and 600 Morattoes. 
The Nabob’s brother, Abdulwahab Cawn, was at this time reliding 
with their mother at Chitore, and being urged by her reprefentations 
to fome compunftion for the diftrefs of the Nabob’s affairs, he pro- 
fered his affiftance ; on which Mahomed Iflbof, with a fmallc fcort, 
went to Chitore, and In a few days returned, accompanied by Ab- 
dulwahab with 1000 horfe, and more foot, being the troops he had 
kept in pay fince he quitted Arcot in the preceding year. Ov ertures 
were likewife made to a body of 3000 Morattoes belonging to Bala- 
gerow, and commanded by an officer named Gopaulharry, who were 
lying at the pafs of Damalcherry ; but Gopaulharry infilled on re- 
ceiving money before any moved, on which Prcflon fent him the 
bill of an opulent Ihrof for 60,000 rupees, which was to be paid as 
loon as the horfe arrived at Velore ; but as the meflages and march 
required eight days, the army in the interval fet out fVom Lallapct 
on the 22d, and halted on the 25th atTrivalore, within four miles 
of the fort of Tripaflbre, in which, as well as Pondamalee, the 
French had a garrifon of Sepoys; but the pettah of Pondamallee 
being much opener than of Trivalore, Mahomed Illbof feat off a de- 
tachment to plunder it, which they effeilcd after fome Ikiriniffiing 
with the Sepoys from the fort, of whom feveral were killed. Befides 
the booty they got in the pettah, the detachment returned with 3000 
fheep and oxen, which had been colledled from the country, and were 
kept under the prote£lion of the garrifon, in the common round the 
fort, to fupply the French army before Madrafs. I'he Nabob’s bro- 
ther Nazeabulla, who had accompanied Mr. Moracin to Pondicherry, 
and afterwards the French army to the liege, had lately returned to 
Nelore ; and the example and exhortations of his brother Abdul- 
wahab, had reclaimed him fo far, As to promife to join him at Triva- 
lore with his force ; but he delayed, and the army liaving been rein- 
forced with ammunition and two more three-pounders from Ching- 
lapet, proceeded on the 27th to Trimliwaffi, a town fituated on the 

Ikirts 
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ikirts of Malnnvzes wood, 12 miles to the N.,w., of Madrafs. P^V' ' 759 . 
polygar, with an agent who had been lent to him by the governor, 
came to the camp, and promifed to bring 2000 peons and a fupply 
of rice ; but, finding no money was intended to be given hijn, re- 
turned the next day into his wood, and appeared no more. JVI.ilio- 
med Iffoof, as foon as the carnp was pitched, rode with a party (;f 
horfe as far as Mafkelyne’s garden, which hands two miles n. w. of 
Fort St. George, where moft of the oxen belonging to the French 
army were kept under the (jare a guard of ^epoys and black 
horfe ; whom Mahomed Iffopf’s party put to flight, and feized moh^ 
of the cattle. The next day the whole body of F/epch cavalry, who 
were 300, and Rajahfaheb’s who were 800, encamped to the north 
of the garden, and on the 29th one of their parties routed one of 
Abdulwahab’s, and took ten | vifoners. The attention to this arniy, 
lince their arrival in the neighbourhood, diminiflied the activity of 
the enemy’s operations againft the fort, by the detachments they 
were obliged to fend and recall on different reports and alrms. Their 
approach juft as the enemy’s works were advanced fo near the de- 
fences increafed the alacrity of the garrifon. 

On the 30th, at 1 1 in the forenoon, a fail was deferied to the 
fouthward ; when nearer, her colours were difeerned to be Englifh, 
and her form that of one of the Company’s fhips. All the French 
veflels, which were five, flung out Englifh colours likcwife ; and 
the two fhips, the Harlem and Briftol, prepared to get under weigh. 

A cattamaran was Immediately difpatched from tlic fort, warning 
the ftranger to beware of them ; in the evening Mr. Dalvympl.^ 
was fent in a boat, with farther inftruftions to the captain, T 1 e 
cattamaran got on board before the fhip came to an anchor, wlheh 
was not until nine at night ; and foon after the Briftol eaine up, 
received and returned a broadfide, and fell to leeward. Tire drip was 
the Shaftfbury Eaft Indiaman, commanded by captain Katliairiel 
Ingllfs, and one of thofc which were bringing Dr.!j)..i’s regi- 
ment from Bombay : but, fail,iug much w'orle than the others, 
they made her the hofpital* fhip, and left her otf the loutli of Ce} Ion 
on. the 7th of the month, after which, a luckier vein or wind and 
current brought lier to her port before them. The fiek, who were 
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36 men of the regiment, only added to the diftrefs of the garrilbn ; 
but (he had on board 37 chefts of filver, and many military ftores» 
amongft them, hand-grenades, and bombs of the largeft fizes, of 
which the garrilbn were much in need, having nearly expended 
their ftock of thefe articles. The communication of letters was 
caly and expeditious, after the (hip came to an anchor ; and, by the 
governor’s order, Ihe threw out at day-break the enfigns of a man 
of war, and received, as if fuch, a falute of 1 3 guns from the fort. 
At the fame time the enemy on IKore began to fire upon her with 
one gun from their neglected battery at the iecond crochet, and two 
from the breaft-work to the fouth, near the bar ; all the three were 
twenty-four pounders ; and fometimes fent red-hot balls. At three 
in the afternoon, the Briftol, which had fallen far to leeward, worked 
up again into the road : whilft drawing nigh, boats with Ibldiers 
went off to her from the black town. The Harlem, which had likcf 
wife been manned from the Ihore, bore down at the fame time, and 
the Shaftlbury had got under weigh to change her ftation, but 
being intercepted by the Briftol fuftained the engagement under fall 
for two hours, and then Michored, where directed, as near as the 
foundings would admit oppofite to the fouth-eaft baftlon. The 
other fhips anchored likewile, but far out in the offing, and never- 
thelefs continued firing until night. The rigging of the Shaftfbury 
was much damaged by the fire of fhips, and fhe received feveral (hot 
through her hull from the fhorc : but no one was wounded except 
Lieutenant Browne of the regiment, who loft his right arm. Before 
10, the maffoolas of the garrifon landed the fick and the treafure ; 
and it being fufpefted that the enemy’s fhips might attempt to 
board the Shaftfbury with their boats, the governor lent optional 
orders to captain Inglifs, either to efcape out of the road, maintain 
his ftation, or run the fhip afhore. The confidence was well placed, 
and Inglifs determined on the choice of danger. The next day, 
which was the firft of February, fhe flood the fame fire from the 
fhore, fbme from the Harlem, but none from the Briftol, for this 
fhip had failed away in the night to Pondicherry ; and on the ad, 
none from the Harlem, which anchored far out in the Offing ; but 
the fire upon her from the fhore ftill continued. 
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The preparations of the enemy on (hore againft the Shaftlbury, 
flackened their fire againft the fort on the 30th, the day the was dif- 
cemed. The three embrafures on the left of Lally’s battery, which 
bore upon the right face of the north ravelin, continued ; the two 
next to them, which were the left of the four that had hitherto 
been employed againft the north-eaft baftion, likewife remained 
free ; but the interpofition of their own work on the creft of the 
glacis precluded the ufe of the two other embrafures againft tliis 
baftion, as well as of the four which had battered in breach the 
faliant angle of the demi baftion ; but they did not think it worth 
their while to remove the guns of thefe embrafures into thole on 
the right, in order to batter towards the Ihoulder angle, that 
next the flank of this baftion, becaufe they intended, as ufual, to 
rntdee the breach at the falient angle, in which their fire had alreacfy 
almoft ruined the parapet. The fire of the burying-ground battery,, 
with four guns, continued on the left face of the north ravelin, and 
the flank of the demi baftion, and the four guns in the hofpital battery 
enfiladed the whole of the north front. The outward gun in Lally’s 
battery which remained free againft the north-eaft baftion, they turned 
againft the (boulder merlon on the left of the fafeine battery, railed 
by the garrilbn on the edge of the furf, of which all the four guns 
bore on this and the three next embrafures of Lally’s, to the left. Their 
mortars in this, the burying-ground, and the battery between them, 
likewife continued as before. Such was their fire at the clofe of this 
day ; and in thele 24 hours one 1 8 pounder was difmounted by the 
hofpital battery on Pigot’s baftion, i European, with 3 Sepoys, 
were killed, ^nd 9 Europeas, with 2 Sepoys, wounded. 

The enemy’s mortars continued through the enfuing night,, andi 
moftly againft the defences. They worked hard under ground from 
the palmyra ftockade ; but, as before, without being difeovered: and 
the earth they threw tip on the creft of the glacis llfcewile concealed 
there intentions there, although the garrilbn gave frequent alerts, 
and threw grenades every half hour, hoping the occafion of a fuc- 
cefsful fully to explore their work ; but the enemy here took 
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no alarm. It was fuppofed they were carrying on a covered Tap 
towards the blind before the. north-caft baftion, which threatened 
the mod: dangerous mine they could fpring ; and to counterad their 
intention by meeting their work, the garrilbn opened a fap from tl>e 
left of the ditch, and dire(d:ed it aCrofs and under the ground imme- 
diately in front of llie blind. The mining gallery towards their battery 
on the cred: of the glacis w'as likewife pudied on with much 
diligence. The enfuing morning, the enemy at funrife opened four 
embrafures in this battery, which extended to the right from the 
fummit of the falient angle : one of them pointed to the n. e. badion, 
and all the four bore on the falient angle of the demi ; but they had 
ralfed the embrafures fo high, that none of their Ihot could drike 
the parapet, but all flew over the fort ; fo that after five or fix 
rounds they ceafed firing, and doled the embrafures in order to alter 
the level. Befides the guns which they opened and kept up agalnd: 
the Shaftfbury, their other batteries againd: the fort continued 
through the day : the hofpital and burylng-ground, with all their 
guns, but Lady’s only with five, three of which were thofe againd the 
north ravelin, and the other two, which were the next to them, fired 
modly againd the fafeine battery, wdiere they difabled two twelve 
pounders ; a twenty-four pounder was likewife dilmounted on the 
royal badion : the cafualties to the troops were 4 Europeans killed, 
and 9, with j Sepoys wounded. During the night, the garrilon, 
befides the repair of the works, continued their gallery towards tlie 
falient angle, and the covered fap before the blind. The enemy 
continued their fap likewife dill undilcovered, and worked in alter- 
ing their breaching battery ; but when they opened it again the 
next morning w’ith five guns, the Ihot as before flew over, and they 
were again obliged to dole the embrafures. 

Thiis day was the fird of February : the fire of the two guns 
from the bar to the s. and the other to the n. at the lecond crochet, 
continued a eroding fire againd the Shaftlbury wuth much aim, and 
lometimes with red-hot Ihot, of which fcveral went through the 
hull. The Harlem likewife fired and helped to ruin her rigging. 
'J'iie fort fired upon the Harlem and on die enemy’s fouthern guns, 

and 
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and iti the evening a twenty-four pounder, which bore on them 1759- 
from the San Thome or fouth-eaft baftion, burft, whilft Mr. Pigot T-p — ' 
the governor was there ; he and two other men were llightly wound- 
ed, but four more died of their hurts. The reft of the fire on 
both fides continued as the day before, excepting that the enemy’s 
moVtars were not fo frequent. The Cuddalore, a fchooner belong- 
ing to the company, which had lain fome days at Paliacate where 
ftie had ftopped feveral boats coming from the northward to the 
enemy’s camp, came this day near the rood ; but feeing the Harlem 
ready to weigh, ftood out again to fca. A twenty-four pounder was 
difiibled in the fainting battery of the fott by its own fire on the 
Harlem. The cafualties, befides thofe who fuffered on the San 
Thome baftion, were 2 Europeans killed, and 4, with 2 Sepoys, 
wounded. In the night, as well as the day, the pioneers of the 
garrifon continued the two galleries, the one towards the enemy’s 
battery on the falient angle of the glacis, the other under the blind, 
and the reft of the workmen were chiefly employed in repairing the 
parapet tow'ards the falient angle of the demi baftion. 

In the morning of the 2d, the enemy opened again their embrn- 
fures on the creft of the g’acis, which they had been repairing all 
night, but with as little judgment as in the preceding, for their (hot 
ftill flew too high ; and the guns being expofed as before without 
refiftance to the cannon and mortars of the defences, were clofed 
again in an hour after they had opened, and remained filent the reft 
of the day. The other batteries continued as before. The Harlem 
had weighed before day-break, and anchored out of gun-fhot of the 
Shaftibury, which now only fuftained the fire of the three guns on 
ftiorc ; and theirs Ids frequent than in the preceding days. At 
eight in the morning, ieveral parties of horle were difeerned from 
the ftee})le, advancing in the plain about five miles N.w. of the 
fort ; and fix >11 after appeared the whole army, with Prefton and 
Mahomed Iflbof. The enemy’s cavalry .at Vlparee drew out, rein- 
forcements joined them from the black town, and at three in the 
afternoon firing commenced, which lafted until funfet. 
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The governor had repeatedly recommended to Prefton and Ma- 
homed Iffoof to march round, and take pofleffion of St. Thom^, 
and from thence to come by the fea-ftiore into the fort ; or to pe- 
netrate wherever elfe they (hould fee an opening ; the intention of 
this jun(Sion was to concert meafures for a general attack on the 
enemy’s camp, which could not be explained by letters in cypher, 
and liable to interception. The effort, however, was not to be 
made by a fally of the united force from the fort ; but Prefton’s 
army, after being fumifhed with money and four days provifions, 
which the garrifbn could (pare, were to march out and encamp 
abroad again ; and at the appointed hour fall on the black town, 
whilft the garrifoii at the fame time fallied upon the enemy’s works. 
This project was fcarcely feafible ; for the enemy, knowing the 
junilion in the fort, would be on ftri<ft guard in all their pofts. 
Prefton, although he difapproved the fcheme, was as folicitous as 
the governor to carry it into execution ; but the Polygars had failed 
to fupply the provilion of rice they had promifed, which obliged 
the army to fend for it as far as Chinglapet and Conjeveram, and 
detained them three days at Trimliwafh until the morning of the 
2d ; when they marched, intending to pafs to San Thome between 
the black town and the Mount, notwithftanding the whole body of 
the enemy’s cavalry were lying in the way, at Viparee. Mr. Lally, 
hearuig of their approach, took a detachment of 300 European in- 
fantry, 500 Sepoys, and fix field-pieces, from the black town, and 
joined his two bodies of cavalry which were lying at Viparee. He 
was, accompanied by Mr. Bufly, and moft of the principal officers, 
of the army. They marched onward in the plain towards Pref- 
ton’s force, -who feeing, them coming, halted on the other fide of a 
long morafs formed by paddy fields, which interfedled the whole ex- 
tent of the plain from weft to eaft : the cavalry with Prefton, to avoid 
the enemy’s cannonade, kept at a diftance in the rear ; but the in- 
fantry drew up under the Ihelter of banks which continued along 
the edge of the morafs. Mr. Lally made feveral motions to intice 
them to crofs ; but they were not feduced : on which he took poft 
at three o’clock in a fpot of ground covered by hedges and trees, 

and 
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and opened his cannon acrofs the morafs, although at the dif- 1759. 
tance of 1000 yards, which were anfwered by only fix three- 
pounders. The Sepoys, and even the Europeans on both fides, (ked 
Ibmetimes likewife with their fmall arms : but the horfe were never 
near each other. From the advantage of htuation, notwitliftanding 
the difparity of the cannon, the lofs in Prefton’s army did not 
much exceed the enemy’s, being 1 5 Sepoys, one European, and 
five horfe killed, and five Sepoys wounded ; whereas the enemy 
left nine Europeans and thirteen horlcs dead on the plain. At fun- 
fet they retreated to Viparee, where Mr. Lally likewife remained 
with the detachment of infantry ; and Prefi:on<, for want of provi- 
fions, returned to Xrimliwafh. 

In the night the enemy threw fewer Ihells than ufual : from 
the morning of the 2d to the morning of the 3d, was the firil day 
fince the 4th of January, in which no one was killed in the 
fort; and no Sepoys received any hurt, but five Europeans were 
wounded. The pioneers of the garrifon continued the two mines : 
they who were at work under the blind difcovered no figns of the 
lap they fufpeiled ; but the miners, who were pulhing under the 
covered way towards the breaching battery, heard, at two in the 
morning, the found of men working near them in the enemy’s 
mine on the right under the call face of the glacis, which it was 
fuppofed they had relinquiflied fince it failed on the 23d. At day- 
break they fprung this mine on the imidc of the covered way, 
through the counterlcarp of the ditch, at the extremity of the cu- 
vette ; into which the bulk of the explofion was thrown. Frag- 
ments of the brick-work wounded five Europeans and a Sepoy ; but 
the explofion itlelf blew up none ; neverthelefs, to deftroy many 
men feemed the only intent ; for if it was meant to facilitate the 
defeent into the ditch, their approaches were not fulficiently for- 
ward to attempt this operation ; fince the excavation was entirely 
commanded by the three innermoft guns in the Hank of the royal 
baftion, of which all the feven being covered on the flank by the 
oreillon, and by traverfes in the rear, had received no hurt from the 
VoL. II. K k k enemy’s 



43 ^ Tmb War op Coromandel^ Book X« 

1759. enemy’s cannoriy and none of their mortars had chaheed to light 
amongft them ; fa that all remained in perfeft condition, and the 
enemy, before they Iprung the mine, fliould have raifed a battery 
in the fame direftion, on the creft of the glacis, to take off thefe 
defences. Immediately after the explofion, they began to fire from 
two embrafiires of their breaching battery in the falient angle, 
which the fire of the fort, as before, foon obliged them to clofe 
their other batteries likewife flackened, and their mortars ftill more. 
Their workmen were chiefly employed during the night, in low- 
ering the embrafures of their breaching battery ; the garrifbn, 
belides the repairs of the demi-baftion, againft which the greatefl 
part of the enemy’s fire had been direded, worked at their two 
mining galleries. The cafualties of the day and night, befides the 
men wounded by the enemy’s mine, were only one Sepoy killed, 
and one wounded. 

At day-light on the 4th, the enemy again opened their breaching^ 
battery on the creft of the glacis, and for the firft time fired from all 
the fix embrafures, which, although fomething lowered, flill remained' 
too high to ftrike below the parapet of the baftions; and the endea-^ 
vour neceflary to reduce them even to this level retarded the repeti- 
tions of their fire. The two embrafures in the left of the battery bore 
on the north-eaft, the other four on the demi-baftion. The n. e. 
returned with three guns, but the demi-baftion with none ; for the 
embrafures were clofed, in order to let the workmen thicken the 
parapet within ; and their fire was much better fupplied by the four 
innermoft guns in the flank of the royal baftion, upon which not a 
gun in the breaching battery againft which they fired, nor from any 
other, could bear ; and the gunners, fenfible of their fecurity, fired 
with deliberate aim, whilft the three guns on the n. e. baftion conti- 
nued liotly orr their oppofites, and both together obliged the enemy 
in lefs than an hour to withdraw their guns, and clofe the em- 
brafures ; nor did they attempt to open them again during the reft 
of the day. At feven the gallery carrying on towards this battery 
having been puflied to the ban<][uet of the covered way fell in at the 
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end. fliere, and the light came in ; but the miners flopped the hole 
fo foon, that the enemy did not difcover the qjifchance. The gal- 
lery \Yas then filled five or fix feet haqk, and from hence a return 
made to the right, from which it was again continued flreight for- 
ward under the glacis. In the night, the enemy had withdrawn 
the two twenty-four pounders from tlie bar, in order to replace others, 
which had been difabled in the north front of the attack ; they 
however fubflituted a fix-pqunder to check any fally from the fort. 
The ceflatlon of this fire to the fouth releafed the Shaftelbury from the 
greatefl moleflation flie had endured, by which feveral of her men 
had been killed and wounded, her hull (hot through in many places, 
and all her mafls and rigging ruined. In the morning, before 
day-light, (he had moved from her flation under the guns of tlie 
s. E. or San Thome baflion, and anchored about a mile in the 
offing, oppofite to the fea-gate. The French (filps continued at their 
anchors out of gUn-(hot ; fo that all the annoyance which (he re- 
ceived through the day was a (hot now and then from the Angle 
gun at the fecond crochet. Again ft the fort, the four guns at the 
burying-ground continued with vivacity, but the two enfilading in 
the Lorrain, and the four crochet on the hofpital battery with lefs 
frequency : all the enemy’s firft-rate bombs were expended, and 
moft of the next fizes, fo that they only fired a few (hells of eight 
and ten inches from the fecond crochet. In the evening, a floop 
from Pondicherry anchored at San Thome with a fupply of ftores. 
During the night, the enemy fired a great deal of mufketry upon 
the covered way, and the garrifon, befides the repairs, continued 
the two mines. The cafualtics of the night and day were one 
European and three Sepoys killed, and four with two wounded, and 
a twenty-four pounder was difiiblcd on the demi-baflion. 

Early in the morning of the 5th, the Harlem, the Diligent, 
and three fmaller velTels, got under fail from tlieir flation before 
the black town, where they left only one, a fmall (loop, and ftand- 
ing to the fouthward were out of fight before the evening. The 
caulfe of their fudden departure, was a report from Pondicherry, 
that feveral (hips of force had been feen off Negapat^n. At fun- 
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rife, the enemy again opened their breaching battery, but before 
they had fired three rounds were obliged to clofe it again by the fame 
fire as the day before. At nine, a red flag feen on the mount fig- 
nified that Prefton’s and Mahomed Iflbof’s army were arrived there 
from Trimliwaifli ; they had before reprefented the neceffity of re- 
maining at a diftance until fupplied with ammunition and (lores 
from Chinglapett, provifions from the country, and money from 
Madrafs. Mr. Pigot ordered them at all events to attempt the 
effort fo often recommended of marching into the fort ; but, left it 
fhould fail, difpatched in the evening ten of the troop of Euro- 
pean horfe, with captain Vaflerot, each carrying a thoufand pa- 
godas, who crofled the Ifland, forced through the enemy’s guard at 
Chindadrapettah, and arrived at the Mount at ten at night, of which 
they immediately gave notice to the garrifon by four rockets and a 
large fire. The fire of the enemy’s batteries was flacker than ufual 
in the day, their (hells very few, and little mulketry in the night, 
Neverthelefs the cafualties until the morning of the 6th, were 
another twenty-four pounder difabled on the demi-baftion, one Euro- 
pean and three Sepoys killed, and four Europeans wounded. 

The enemy’s breaching battery remained filent during the 6th ; noi 
had they repaired the damages it had fuftained ; but in Tally’s, o: 
which the fire had ceafed fince the 30th of the lafl: month, fix embra- 
fures appeared to have been reftored to good condition for fervice ; bui 
fo many of the enemy’s guns had been ruined, that they were obligee 
to withdraw the four from the recochet battery at the hofpital, tc 
furnilh the embrafures at Tally’s, which, however, they did no 
open until the next day ; fo that their fire this day was from fewe; 
guns than in any fince they began the fiege, confifting only of th< 
four guns at the burying ground, and two in the Terrain battery 
but they added two ten-inch mortars to the two already e(labli(he< 
at the fecond crochet. All their cavalry, European, as well as th( 
black, were obferved filing off to the Choultry Plain ; and Sepoys 
with guns and tumbrils, were feen marching that way from thi 
black town. The night palled without (kirmilh, for the eftenn 
were not heard at work on the crell of the glacis ; but their mortar 
I continued 
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continued. In the day and night two Europeans were killed, and 
two wounded, but none of the Sepoys were hurt. 

Ih the morning of the 7th the enemy began to fire, as was ex- 
pelled, from Lally’s battery, but only from four of the embraliires 
and with a mortar on the right, all bearing upon the demi and 
north-eaft baftions, which together returned fix guns : the other 
batteries continued as the day before, and the mortars in the night ; 
during which no alarms were given either by the enemy or the gar- 
rilbu : two guns were difabled on the north-eafl baftion ; two Eu- 
ropeans were killed, and five, and two Sepoys, wounded. 

Notwithftanding the ihefficacy of the breaching battery, the reft 
of the enemy’s fire had by this time rent the falient angle of tl>e 
demi baftion from top to bottom ; and Mr. Lally, who viewed every 
thing with enthufiafm, ordered the principal engineers and artilleiy 
officers to. give their opinion on the feafibility of ftorming this 
breach, and declared his own of fuccefs ; but the officers confider- 
ed the queftion with more deliberation. They agreed that the de- 
fcent into the covered way from the breaching batteiy on one fide, 
and the gabions on the other, of the falient angle of the glacis, was 
eafyv and that the defcent into the ditch and paflage acrofs it had 
been rendered very prafticable by the mine they had fprung in the 
covered way from the eaftern fide of the glacis, of which the ex- 
plofion had filled up a fufficient fpace at the end of the cuvette or 
trench of water dug along the middle of the ditch ; but a rank of 
ftrong pallfadoes ranged along the other fide of the cuvette, and 
having hitherto received no damage muft be torn down by hand, 
before the troops could gain the foot of the breach ; who during 
the defcent into the ditch would be expofed, without the cover of a 
fingle gabion on the flank, to the fire of the north-eaft baftion 
and of muiketry from the blind before it ; to fix guns in the 
curvuig flank of the royal baftion, and abundance of fmall arms 
from the caponiere which led acrofs the ditch to the north ravelin ; 
and the havock of theie two fires would continue without the leaft 
refiftance or interruption upon the troops whilft aflaulting the 
breach itlelf. From thefe circumftances the officers declared the 

breach. 


435 

February. 



The War of Coromandel. Book 

1759. breach, although pra< 9 :icable, inacceflible ; but added, what the/ 
were not alked, that from a comparifon of the forces, the profe- 
cution of works to quell the fire of the place would only facrifice 
the lives of many men without the leaft probability of fuccefs. 

The only variation in the attack during the 8th, was the addition 
of one gun on I.ally’s, which now fired with five. The force with 
which the enemy intended to oppole the army at the mount had 
colledled in a feparate camp on the Choultry Plain, and in their rear 
at Egmore were fix field-pieces with four tumbrils. In the afternoon 
the Briflol anchored off St. Thome returning with ftores from Pon- 
dicheiTy ; and, as it was apprehended that Ihe might have brought 
a fupply of large (hells, the governor propofed that the Shaftlbury, 
reinforced with forty foldiers from the (hore, (hould attack her. 
Captain Inglifs concurred in this intention with alacrity ; but his 
mafts were lb much damaged, that it required the repair of two 
days before he could fet a fail. No annoyance, excepting mortars, 

• paifed between the befiegers and the fort during the night. Before 
the morning, the gallery in front of the blind before the north-eafi: 
baftion had been carried far enough toward the fea to fecure this 
work from any mines of the enemy, and was continued in a direftion 
forward towards the palmyra pallifado, of which the enemy were 
ill pofleflion, in order to crofs any other they might he attempting 
againft the eaft face of the covered way. Two explofions of powder 
had been occafioned in the enemy’s works by the fall of (hells during 
the night. In thefe 24 hours were one European and one Sepoy 
killed, and two Europeans and one Sepoy wounded ; but no gun 
was difmounted. 

In the three laft days, information had been received from Captain 
Prefton, that Major Calliaud was approaching with a reinforcement 
from the (buth ; and thefe were the firfi: advices concerning him, 
w^hich had reached either Prefton or the garrifon fince his departure 
toTanjore; for every letter which he had written pafling through the 
enemy’s country, had been either intercepted by them, or carried far 
away by the meflengers. A variety of untoward incidents had pro- 
tra< 5 led the execution of his commiffion. He embarked at nine in 

the 
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the morning on the ift of December in a common maflbolah, which 
had only fix rowers and the fteerfman ; he was accompanied by Mr. 
Bofwell the furgeoil, as his interpreter, and one fervant. In a 
few hours after they were at fea, a hard gale of wind arole, in 
which they could not ftioW the fail, and fcarcely ufe the oars ; 
neverthelefs the drift of the wind and current carried the boat by 
9 o’clock the fecond night as far as Devi Cotah, which is by the 
fea one hundred and thirty miles from Madrafs, when the roWers 
were fo much exhaufted, that no entreaties could prevent them 
from putting afhore ; and they grounded on the ftland within half 
a mile of the fort of Devi Cotah, in which was an officer and fome 
French Sepoys, from whofe notice they were preferved by the con- 
tinuance of the ftorm, and before day-break put to fea again ; but 
the boatmen would not venture over the larger and outer furf, and 
continued driving in the hollow fea between the two, until noon, 
when they landed at Tranquebar. The rains had overflowed the 
rivers, which remained impaflable until the lath. On the 14th 
Calllaud arrived at Achempettah 15 miles from Tanjore, where 
he was again detained three days by the bad weather.. On the 17 th 
he reached the city. 

The king of Tanjore, when more clofely prefled by Captain. 
Jofeph Smith to furnifh the 1000 horfe requefled of him by the 
prefidency in December, pleaded the ravages which his country 
had lately fufiercd from the French army, and demanded 200,000 
rupees before-hand; at length he more plainly faid, that he thought 
the Engllfh did not care what befell the territory of their allies, 
provided they could defend their own : but as he could not alledge 
this Indlflerence to himfelf when attacked by the French; he cited 
the unconcern with which they had fuflered the French to take 
every fort belonging to the Nabob, and even his capital of Arcot, 
without making any efforts to proted them ; although he knew that 
the prefidency had not the means, and with the Nabob’s were lofing 
their own revenues. 

Major Calliaud found the king In the fame temper, fo pre- 
poflefied of the decline of tlie Englilh fortune, that he neglc^flcd the 
c ufual 
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ufual attentions to himfelf, as their reprefentative, and inftead of a 
houfe, allotted his habitation in a choultry. In their conference, 
the king faid he had fufficiently expofed himfelf to the re- 
fentment of the French, ifMadrafs fliould fall, by the affiftance 
he had already fent with Mahomed Iflbof, which were 300 
horfe ; but not paid by himfelf : neverthelefs he was willing to lend 
400 more, provided Calliaud would difcharge their arrears : Cal- 
liaud demanded Colonel Kennedy and the Jefuit Eftevan, the French 
hoftages whom the king had detained ; but the king refufed, and 
let tliem depart on the 19th, as it were, in his fight. Never- 
thelefs, the horfe were fo neceflary that Caillaud determined not to 
take offence whilft there remained any probability of getting them, and 
applied for money to the houfe of Buccangee, which was by far the 
moft confiderable bank in the Carnatic, and had hitherto tranfa(Sted 
the grcateft.part of the Company’s exchange throughout the province: 
but their agents in Tanjore refufed to fupply any money for bills on 
Madrafs. The king knowing this promifed the horfe fliould be 
ready in four days, if the money were paid. Calliaud then applied 
to the Dutch government of Negapatam, who profered a loan, but 
propofed to furnifh it in coins, and at rates, which would have 
produced a lofs of 25 per cent. Thefe difappointments obliged 
him to feek the money at Tritchinopoly, where he arrived on 
the 24th, and obtained the promife of a fupply from another fliop 
of Buccangee’s houfe eftabliflied there : he returned on the 27th to 
Tanjore, where intelligence had been received the day before, that 
the Nabob with his family, who had left Madrafs on the 20th, 
were arrived at Negapatam, and that his wife, in this fliort but 
tempeftuous paflage, had been brought to bed at fea. At the fame 
time Seid Mu<ftoon the Nabob’s agent at Tanjore informed the king, 
that the Nabob intended to come into the city in his way to Trichi- 
nopoly, and expefled to be met, as ufual, upon the road ; but the 
embarkation, the feafon, and above all, the travail of the lady, had 
convinced the king, contrary to the .real motives, that nothing but 
the defpair of Madrafs could have induced the Englifli government 
to expofo the prince of their alliance to fuch rifques and diftrefles ; 

and 
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and either from the malignant pleafurc of infulting his fuperior in *759* 
diftrefs, or from his dread of the French, if they fhould prove Pebi-uary, 
I'uccefsful, or both, he refufed either to admit the Nabob into the 
city, or to pay him a vifit without the walls : nor heeded the re- 
prefentations of Calliaud endeavouring to correct his contumacy. 

The news likewife frightened the fhrofFatTritchinopoly fo much, that 
he retraded his promife, and refufed to fupply money upon any terms. 

However, 50 of the horfe were affembled at Condore on the bank of 
the Coleroon, 10 miles north of the city, and Calliaud, in order to 
encourage the reft to follow, went thither J^ikewife. The next 
day, which was the 28th, a detachment of 500 Sepoys, which 
he had ordered from Tritchinopoly to efcort the Nabob, palled by 
in their way to Negapatam ; and on the ift of January he received 
from Mr. Norris, the member of the council who had accompanied 
the Nabob from Madrafs, 10 of 20,000 pagodas which had beeti 
lent by the prelidency to defray the expences of the garrifon of Trit- 
chinopoly : but although this fupply obviated the pretexts of delay, 
the king fent out no more horfe. On the 5th, major Calliaud vi- 
fited the Nabob at A'lmapettah^ and accompanied him to Pondi, a 
village 7 miles fromTanjore, where the illnefs of the Nabob’s wife 
detained them the two fucceeding days, during which major Cal- 
liaud went again to the city, when his exhortations, feconded by the 
appearance of the efcort, prevailed ; and the king vilited the Nabob 
on the 8th with the ufual ceremonies in a choultry on the road. 

Major Calliaud, to dignify the Nabob’s appearance in his own ter- 
ritory, and at his earneft requeft, judicioully put himfelf at tlie head 
of the efcort, and marched with him to Tritchinopoly : they arrived 
there on the loth, but Calliaud returned the next day to Condore ; 
where no more horfe had hitherto joined the firft party ; his letters 
and melfiges, for he refolved not to vilit the king again, availing as 
little as before, he returned to Tritchinopoly on the 17th, in 
hopes of levying a body of horfe in the adjacent country ; and on his 
departure exprelled, intending it fhould be conveyed, the utmoft indig- 
nation at the king’s evafions. He however left agents at Condore to 
VoL. II. I >1 1 improve 
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improve any advanfageous change which might happen In his difpo- 
fition, and the king, alarmed by the refen tment of his departure, fent 
out the remainder of the horfe with fcrlbes to clear their accounts ; 
on which Calliaud returned on the 21 ft to Condore, and advancing 
them fifteen days pay, they crofted the Coleroon the next day, 
and on the 23d moved to Trimalvedy, a fort belonging to the 
Arielore polygar, on the bank of the river, about 5 miles above 
Condore. Here he propofed that they fhould proceed 10 miles far- 
ther that day ; but they halted parlying for more pay until the 25th, 
when they marched 20 miles to Mongal paddy, a village ftill in the 
diftridts of Arielore ; where they were joined by three companies of 
Sepoys from Tritchinopoly. The whole arrived and halted the next 
day at Volcondah, and on the 25th reached Thiagax : here the horle 
refufed again to proceed until they received their arrears, which the 
king had promifed, and failed to fend. They were however fa'- 
tisfied with another advance of 15 days, but requefted another 
day’s halt in expedfation of fome of their neceftaries which were 
not yet come up from Tanjore. On the 31ft they marched from 
Thiagar to Tricolore, which is 15 miles onwards. The killidar 
Kiftnarow, who had before taken the field with Mahomed Iftbof, 
promifed to follow with all his force from Thiagar : but none ap- 
peared. On the I ft of February, Calliaud with his own troops 
reached Trivanalore, and the next day Villaporam. The partizan 
Hambert, with 500 Sepoys, had advanced to this place to oppole 
their progrefs ; but, receiving certain Intelligence of their force, 
went oif the fame day to Gingee. The want of provifions detained 
Cailiaud’s party at Vlllaporum until the 4th ; and on the 7th at 
noon they arrived at Chinglapct, both foot and horfe fo much fa- 
tigued, for the march w’as feventy-five miles in three days, that 
they could proceed no farther ; on which Calliaud left them there to 
refrelh, and went away with his own attendants to the mount, where 
he arrived at feven that night ; ^and as the elder officer took the 
command of all the forces there, Prefton’s, Mahomed Iftbof’s, and 
Abdulwaliab’s. 


The 
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The mount is a craggy rock, of which the bafc is oblong frpm, 1759. 
eaft to weft, and a mile round. It has two eminences, of which that 
to the caftward is much the higheft, being 150 feet, and has at 
the top a fmall level plot, in which ftands a church, the fubftitute of 
a much more antient ftruflure, dedicated by the ancient chrifti’ans of 
Coromandel and Malabar to a Saint Thomas, whom the prefeut er- 
roneoufly fuppofe to be the apoftle. A flight of broad fteps leading 
to the church winds on the eaftern fide, juft where the hill itfelf 
begins to round to the north. A village of country-houfes, built by 
the Englifti, extends from the foot of the mount about 600 yards 
to the eaft, and confifts of two rows of houfes fituated in gardens 
feparated by a lane. The row which faces the fouth fronts a plcalant 
plain, and the walls of its enclofures as well on this fide as on the 
other, where they (kirt the lane, are on*! ftrait line. The enclofure 
which terminated the front row, to the eaft, was the garden- houfe 
of Colonel Lawrence; it occupied 100 yards to the plain, and, 
as all the others of this row, the fame extent backward to the 
lane ; the gardens on the other fide of the lane were not all inclofed 
with walls, but fome with banks and hedges ; all however capable 
of fome defence. The laft inclofure in this row, which from its 
owner was called Carvalho’s garden, projedled 50 yards farther out 
to the eaft than Lawrence’s, the laft in the front row, of which 
in confequence it flanked the eaftern fide,: and about 200 yar-ds 
out on the plain to the fouth, direftly oppofite to Carvalho’s, flood 
the ruins of five or fix mud houfes, with feveral trees furrounding 
a fmall brick building, which had once contained a fwamy, or 
idol. This ftation flanked thq ground before the front row of in- 
clofures. The lane that feparated the two rows continued nearly in 
a ftreip-ht line from the eaft, and terminated at the bottom of the 

O 

fteps leading to the fummit of the mount. On the right hand of 
the fteps was a craggy path from the plain on the fouth, and on the 
left hand an outlet leading round the north fide of the mount: 
contiguous to the path on the right, and within piftol-fliot of tlie 
fteps, was a houfe which looked upon the outlet to the north ; 
and the laft houfe on the other fide at this end of the lane com- 
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manned obliquely the opening of the path from the Ibuth : a fpa- 
cious gateway at the bottom of the fteps fronted the lane between. 

The black troops, exclufive of thofe which major Calliaud had left 
at Chinglapett, were 2200 horfe, and 2500 Sepoys ; but the Eu- 
ropeans were only 103, 12 of whom were artillery-men, and 10 
with Vaflerot, troopers; the other 80 were mufketry, including 
officers ; the artillery were fix three-pounders. Of the Sepoys, thofe 
from the garrifon of Chinglapett, and 700 of Mahomed IflooFs, 
might be relied on; but little dependance could be placed on the reft, 
and lefs on the cavalry. In this conviftion, Calliaud determined to 
rifque little in the plain, but to defend the whole village of the 
mount, which afforded excellent ftations. The plain to the north, 
behind the fecond row of inclofures, required few precautions, be- 
caufe the ground, being laid out in rice-fields, precluded the approach 
of cannon, and the ufe of cavalry. But, if the enemy fhould get 
pofleffion of Carvalho’s garden, they might foon penetrate into 
all the other inclofures of the fecond row along the lane when the 
firft row, attacked from this in the rear, and in front by another di- 
vifion of the enemy from the plain on the fouth, could not be long 
maintained. Calliaud therefore confidered Caravalho’s garden as the 
decifive poft, and ftationed in it 60 of the European mufketry with 
four of the field-pieces. The two other field-pieces, with the 20 
other European firelocks, and 300 Sepoys, were pofted at the fwamy- 
houle ; the inlets of this poft were barricaded, and the walls of the 
mud-houfes were lowered to parapets for the mufketry, and 
where neceffary ftill lower for the field-pieces, but time and 
means were wanting to inclofe them either with a ditch or palli- 
fades. Seventeen hundred Sepoys were diftributed in the gardens 
of the front row facing the fouth, but the greateftpart in Lawrence’s 
to the eaft, and a communication was prepared betv/een all thefe 
enclofures by openings in the walls of feparation. The remaining 
500 Sepoys were ftationed to defend the inlets to the upper end of 
the lane, at the foot of the mount; fome in the two houfes there, 
others on the fteps, others at the gate, and others in different parts 
of the rock itfelf. The black cavalry had encamped along the north 
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lide of the mount, and were ordered to hold themfelves in readlnefs 
to as occafion fhould require. 

With the dawn of the next day, which was the pth, the enemy 
were difcemed approaching in two large bodies. The one con- 
fifting of 1 200 Sepoys, and 500 black horfe, advanced from tlie 
Marmelong, or San Thome river, towards theeaftend of the village, 
but having no field-pieces, regulated their approach by that of the 
other body, which, having taken a circuit to the left, were per- 
ceived at two miles diflance on the plain to the fouth. This body 
confifted of 300, being the whole of the French European cavalry,, 
and 600 European Infantry ; the cavalry was- in the center in 
two ranks, the troopers on the right, the dragoons next, the hufTars 
on the left. The infantry were equa^y divided on each fide of the 
cavalry, and both divilions had two field-pieces on each of their 
flanks, eight in all, of which two were twelve,, two nine, and the 
other four, fix-pounders. The whole was commanded by a relation 
of Mr. Tally’s^ of the fame name, and with the rank of Colonel. The 
black horfe with Calliaud formed on his fummons in front of the 
garden walls ; they were crowded, according to their cuftom, ten or 
twelve ranks in depth. Abdulwahab prefented himfelf with leeming 
refolution at their head, and Calliaud, with the 10 troopers and Vaf- 
ferot, rode on their left. The French cavalry were advancing before 
their Infantry ; and it was the intention of Calliaud, that his own 
fhould wait until they came in a line with the flank fire of the field- 
pieces at the fwamy honfe : but when they were within 1000 yards, 
where the ground began to take an afeent towards the garden walls, 
although fcarcely perceptible in a lefs fpace, the whole body of the 
black cavalry withCalliaud fetofffcampering, fliouting, aiKl flourifhing 
their fibres. The French cavalry came on to meet them at a round 
trot ; but halting fuddenly, the firft rank difeharged their carbines,, 
by wlilch four or five horfes, and as many men, were brought to the 
ground, on which the whole, excepting Calliaud and the 10 troopers,, 
went off at once, feme efcaping along the fide of the mount to their 
right, but others turning, prefled into the path in their rear, which led' 
into the head of tlie lane at the foot of the fteps, and puflied acrofs if 
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by the other Outlet, to the plain on the north of the mount. The 
French cavalry followed them until they themfelves came within 
reach of the fl.'ink fire of the field-pieces at the fwaniy houle, which 
falling amongll: the troopers and dragoons on the right, obliged them 
to check and turn back ; but the huflars on the left, not Reeling lb 
mucli of this annoyance, puflied on, and purfuedthe fugitiv'es througli 
the opening into the upper end of the lane, wJiere they immediately 
fell under the fire of the 500 fepoys polled in tlie different llations 
in that part ol tlie mount and in the two houfes, which drove them 
with as much precipitation as thofe they were purfuing, tlirough 
the outlet to the north, from whence they galloped round tho 
mount, and rejoined the cavalry from which they had feparated, 
in the plain to the fouth. Calliaud, wfith the troopers, retreated to 
tlie inclofure next Lawrence’s garden, and his horfe, which had re- 
ceived a ball in the brcall, fell under him at tlie gate. As foon as 
the Huflars returned, the whole of the French line advanced again in 
tlie fame order as before, and halted at the dillance of 600 yards ; 
the divilion of infantry on the right, oppofite to the fwamy houfe; 
the other on the left, over againfl: the lafl; inclofurcs at the foot of 
the mount. From thefe fituations the infantry of both divilions font 
forward their field-pieces 200 yards nearer, which began a brilk and 
indiferiminate cannonade agalnll the garden walls, and the poU at tlie 
fwamy houle, which w^as anfwercd with effeifl only by tlic two 
field-pieces at this pofl; for the fire of the fepoys, even here as wHl 
as in the gardens, was thrown away, and neverthelcfs could not be 
reftraiued. Mean while the body of enemy’s troops to the call halted 
behind a ridge, which extended at the dillance of 400 yards, op- 
pofite to Carvalho’s garden, againfl: which their fepoys kept up a 
conftant and ufelefs fire of mulketry, which neverthelcfs was often 
anfwered from the four field-pieces in the garden. 

Colonel Lally feeing no elfe€l from his field-pieces againfl: the 
garden-walls to the fouth, and the danger of florniing them, 
before the advanced poll at the fwamy houfe was carried, de- 
tached at nine o’clock 100 Europeans from the divifion of infan- 
try on the right, to attack it at the pulh of bayonet ; but the fire 
7 of 
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of the two (leld-pieccs, and the mufketry there, m.t them fo hotly, i759« 
that they broke within 30 yards of the poft, and retreated with pre- 
clpitation to their divilion, v/hich on this repulfc recurred again 
to their field-pieces. Calliaud, neverthelefs, was convinced that 
the port: would be foon attacked again, and could not be main- 
tained throughout the day, and therefore drew off one of the field- 
pieces. At ten the enemy fent a ftronger detachment to make ano- 
ther attack, who were beat off as the firrt: ; and half an hour after, 
another attack was made by 200 of the divifion, who were likcwifc 
repulfcd ; but thefe luccefi’es had fo much elated the defenders, that 
all the fepoys, with moil of the Europeans, accompanied by enfign 
Airey himfelf, rufhed out to purfue the detachment ; who, as if 
by delign, retreated fart, and led them 300 yards into the plain : 
two troops of horfe, who had been jp^trolling in the rear of the in- 
fantry, chanced at tliis moment to be jurt: behind the remaining Eu- 
ropeans of the divifion to the right ; and feeing the advantage, fet 
off at full gallop and fell fword in hand upon the purfuers, before 
they had time to form in proper order to refift the rtiock. All were 
in an infiant fcattered, and many were cut down, before they reached 
the fwamy houfe ; when, although fafe, they did not think them- 
f elves fo, but leaving the field-piece, ran out on the otlier fide to gain the 
gate of Lawrence’s garden, which flood open before them ; but before 
they got there, the troopers galloping round the eart: fideof the port, fell 
upon them again, up to the very gate, where their career was checked 
by a rtrong fire of the Sepoys, whom Mahomed Iflbof feeing tbic 
difarter had ranged along the walls. The furprize, for feveral fell, 
deprived the cavalry likewile of the recollecrtion to return, and take 
fheltcr behind the cover at the fwamy houfe ; but they galloped a- 
crofs the angle of Lawrence’s towards the angle of Carvalho’s gar- 
den, where Caillaud feeing them coming, met them with the fire of 
the 4 field-pieces in this port: : but the gunners having hitherto only 
ufed ball, forgot to change their charge for grape fhot, which great- 
ly diminifhed the execution ; for the cavalry parted within 30 yards 
of the angle, and continued galloping onward to the north eart, un- 
til out of reach, when they turned in tlie rear of their Srpoys be- 
hind 
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1 759* liiiid the ridge. However fome of them fell ; but all the lofs they 

February fufFered was much lefs than the havock they had made ; for 

they had killed or cut down more than a hundred, but moftly 
Sepoys. 

The right divifion of the enemy^s infantry with their field-pieces im- 
mediately took pofleffion of the deferted poll:.; their left likewile advanc- 
ed fbmething nearer the inclofures on their fide, and both began a hot 
cannonade againft the garden walls, which being flight, but of brick, 
were eafily perforated. The Sepoys within took Ihelter behind the 
houfes, ready to man the walls on a clofer attack; but ever and anon, 
one or other of thofe, obliged to move to and fro, was killed ; and 
thefe cafualtles, although few, difpirited many, who took every oppor- 
tunity to quit their flations, and fteal into the back enclofures, from 
whence they efcaped round the mount, and haftened far from the 
field. Of the black cavalry not more than a hundred had returned 
fince the rout in the morning, and kept both the rows of enclofures 
between themfelves and the enemy’s fliot. At noon a party was 
difeerned advancing from the San Thome river, with a piece of 
cannon drawn by many oxen. It was a heavy Iron eighteen-poun- 
der. The field-pieces at Carvalho’s fired upon them at random fliot, 
which frightened the cattle, and obliged the drivers feveral times to 
unyoke the reftive, and at laft to throw them all off, when the Laf- 
cars alone dragged the gun : but when arrived at the ridge, where 
the Sepoys had taken poft, it could not be made ufe of behind it ; 
and whilfl: they were drawing it farther forward into the plain, fe- 
veral fliot which took place amongfl; them interrupted their attempt. 
At length it was brought to a proper ftation, and at 2 o’clock began 
to fire at point blank ; it was oppofed as before by the 4 three- 
pounders, which could not with the fame certainty reach fo far, and 
feveral of the men ferving them were killed by the fliot, and wounded by 
fragments of the houfe. Mean while the enemy to the fouth, be- 
fides their cannonade, which continued hotter than in the forenoon, 
advanced at different intervals feveral parties, as well from the ^ivi- 
fion on the left, as the fwamy houle, with the appearance of af- 
fault, but only to draw the unneceflkry fire of the Sepoys, which 

5 always 



Book X. Siege op Fort St. George. 447 

always fucceeded ; and it became fortunate that fo many had quitted, t 755, 
fyt even the beft who remained could not be rcftrained from firinrr 

. I ’ I . . , ^ I '-'3niavy4 

on every motion, although in vain. But by 5 o’clock in the afternoon, 
the perfeverance of the enemy’s cannonade obliged them llkewlfe 
to diminifh it, for fear of ruining their own guns, and at fiinfet it 
ceafed totally, and they were feen yoking, and foon after drew olV 
all their artillery, moving to the caftward ; the eighteen-pounder 
cealbd and drew off at the fame time. The fight was more joyful 
than they fufpedled to the troops in the village, for Calliaud had jull 
before received information, that the mulket ammunition was ex- 
pended to fix cartridges a man, and only three balls, befides the grape- 
Ihot, left for each of the field- pieces ; fo that no retreat could have been 
made, if prefled by the enemy in the open plain. Spies followed them 
until they had crofled the river of Sa» Thom6, and began to take up 
their quarters in the village of Marmelong ; and immediately on the 
return of the fpies at eight at night, Calliaud marched away with all 
that remained of his force, in filence, for fear of the enemy’s cavalry, 
and left fires to deceive them. Before the morning, they arrived at 
Vendaloor. The fugitive cavalry of the morning had run away with 
lb much hurry, that they reached Chlnglapett before noon. To rejoin 
them, as well as to get a fupply of ammunition, Calliaud continued 
his n^arch the next day, and arrived there in the ev^ening, where all 
the Sepoys, who had not intirely deferred, were llkewife afiembled. 

Of the Europeans, feven were killed dead, and 13 wounded. It was not 
fo ealy to afeertain the lofs fuftained by the Sepoys ; but by the reports 
of thofe who held out through the a< 5 lion, it was computed that fifty 
were killed on the fpot, and about 150 were brought away wounded. 

The lofs of the enemy was not known, but fuppoled to be 50 Eu- 
ropeans, aftd moft in proportion of the cav alry. The firing of the 
action was heard in the fort, and fcverai parties at dificrent times of 
the day were feen going towards the mount, and not a few palankins 
and doolies returning from it with the wounded. 

Notwithftanding the draughts vvhicli had been made for this at- 
tack, the enemy’s fire on the fort continued with more vivacity tlvan 
might have been expetfled, although not fo frequent as the day be- 
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fore, but both their Ihot and (hells were direfted againft the build- 
ings. I'he Shaftelbury was not ready to weigh and bear down upon 
the Bridol, at anchor in the road of St. Thome, before the night 
clofed, and in this interval the Briftol employed all the boats which 
could be aflembled in unloading her (lores, and for more dilpatch 
put a part of them on board of the (loop which was in tlie road 
when flic arrived, and into the other from the black town, which had 
palled and anchored near her ; neverthelefs (he had not difeharged 
half her cargo before night, and for fear of the Shaftelbury fet lail, 
and was out of reach before morning. It being fuppofed that the 
fervice at the mount had drained the enemy’s pods to the Ibuthward 
of the fort, two companies of Sepoys were detached in the afternoon, 
who proceeded as far as the governor’s gaixlen, from whence they 
brought od' fome ammunition, and in their return fet fire to the ga- 
bions of the battery near tlie bar, meeting no oppofition. The ene- 
my’s mortars continued fparingly through the night, but as in the 
day againd the houfes. Not a man or a gun was hurt in the fort 
during thefe 24 hours ; but the numbers of the garrifon were by this 
time fo much impaired by cafualties and ficknefs, that the grenadier 
company, which had hitherto been kept in relerve, were obliged to 
furnilh a proportion to the guards of the dlfierent pods. 

The next day, which was the loth, the enemy fired with four 
guns and one mortar from Lally’s, three guns from the burying- 
ground, two from the Lorrain battery, and with two mortars at 
the fecond crochet : the guns at Lally’s fired fmartly, but mod of 
the (hot from hence, as well as the (hells from all the three mor- 
tars, were, as the day before, direded againd the buildings, which 
were much rent and (battered. The mortars continued through the 
night, during which the garrilbn began another embrafure in the 
fafeine battery on the beach, within the flow of the furf; it was in- 
tended to fweep the drand, along which the enemy might approach 
under cover of the bank of fand which forms the beach and (lops the 
fca that has thrown it up. The gallery or mine at the falient angle 
was this day compleated : it had been pulhed 90 feet from the coun- 
ter-fcarp of the ditch, which brought it under the enemy’s breach- 
ing 
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ing battery, when a fliort return was made on each hand from the 1759. 
end, and in a chamber at the end of each' return was laid a box, 
containing 200 pounds of powder, to which the fauciflbns were 
fixed. The gallery before the blind was fufficiently advanced to- 
wards the (ea-fide to crofs any approach under ground to the blind, 
and another branch was opened from this gallery ten feet on the 
outfide of the eafi: face of the covered way, parallel to which it was 
intended to prolong the branch to the north, in order to difeover 
and meet the enemy if w'orking under ground in this part. In the 
morning the Cuddalore floop belonging to the Company returned 
into the road, which fhe had left ten days before, having employed this 
time in regaining the diftance fhe had failed in one : orders were im- 
mediately fent off to her by a catamaraAi ; in confequence of which 
fhe bore down into the road of St, Thome, and attacked the two 
fmall veflels lying there, which had not yet landed all the ffores 
they had received from the Briflol. The veflels, after receiving a 
few fhot, weighed and ran clofe to the furf, within 1 00 yards of the 
fhore ; the Cuddalore followed them as near as fhe could, when a 
party of mufketry, with two field-pieces, came to the flrand, and 
began to fire on her ; by which the crew, who W'erc all Lafears, 
were fo much frightened, that they could hardly be prevailed on to 
ftand the deck ; the mafler, therefore, bore away, and in the even- 
ing anchored again before the fort. The fire of the day and night 
wounded two Europeans and one Sepoy, and difabled a 24 pounder 
on the demi baflion. 

On the nth the enemy’s fire continued from the fame cannon 
and mortars as the day before, but more brifkly. The Cuddalore 
floop bore down again in the morning upon the two veflels in the 
road of St. Thome, and was again beat off by the fame fire from the 
fhore. The outward embrafure of the fafclne battery in the furf 
was complcated, and palliladoes flaked in front of it : a range of 
trees were laid before the pallifadoes, and others along the Ihouldcr 
of the battery in the furf itfelf. The cafualties in the day and night 
were two Europeans and one Sepoy killed, and four Europeans and 
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one Sepoy wounded ; a twenty-four pounder was difabled on the 
royal baftion. 

The fame fire continued on the 1 2th, but with more effedl, difabling 
fix guns. Before this time all the original parapet of the n. e. baftion 
had been battered away; and fo much of the body x>f tlie baftion itfelf 
crumbled, tliat the outfide of the gabions and find-bags, which had 
been fubftituted on the rampart, did not extend beyond the ground 
which had been the linemf the infule of the original parapet ; and in 
the afternoon of this day a ftiot from a twenty-four pounder on 
Tally’s battery came quite through the gabions, and wounded a cen- 
tinel in the baftion ; four other .Europeans and one Sepoy were 
wounded, and two Europeans were killed, during thefe 24 hours. 

At three in the morning of the 13th, a party from the enemy’s 
trenches, conllfting of 50 cofFrees, advanced along the fea-fide from 
tile ftockade, of which they were in pofteffion, intending to ftorm and 
nail up the guns in the falcine battery. They were led by a ferjeant 
chofen for hia bravery, with the promife of a commiflion if the at- 
tempt I'ucceeded. The party was difeovered when within 30 yards 
of the work, on which they halted, probably to form for the pufh, 
and in this fhort interval received two rounds of grape-ftiot from the 
embralure next the breajch, the execution of which threw them into 
fuch confufion, that they all ran back to the trenches, leaving feven 
dead,-aud.the ferjeant defperately wounded. Upon this alarm, the 
drums heat, to arms, and all the garrifon and inhabitants repaired to 
.their feveral pofts : and a fmart fire was kept up from the defences, 
and returned by the .enemy from the trenches, for fome time after 
the party was repulfed. The ferjeant crawled into the covered way, 
where he was taken up, told what he knew of the enemy’s inten- 
tions, and died before day-break. This day the enemy ceafed firing 
from the three guns in the Lorrain battery, by which the number 
of their cannon was reduced to feven pieces ; but the five ia Lolly’s 
fired very brifkly: their three mortars continued as before through 
the day, but very fparingly during the night, which gave fufpicion 
that they were bufy at work in their trenches, and before day-light 

at 
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at three o’clock ifi the tnorning, it was difcovercd that they had ad- 
vanced fome gabions on the edge of the furf beyond the Palmyra ftoc- 
kade, which indicated that they either intended to bring cannon againft 
the fafcine battery, or to atlvance by traverfes under cover of the 
beach which vras fteep, and then attack the covered way and the 
faicine battery together : a ftrong fire was kept up from the fafcine 
battery upon the ftockade, and the gabions they had advanced until 
the morning. In thefe 24 hours no guns were difmounted in the 
fort, but three Europeans were killed, and four, with one Sepoy, 
wounded. The mine under the enemy’s battery at the falient angle 
of the covered way was compleatly ftopt up before noon ; and three 
pioneers, covered at night by ten grenadiers, were continued at the 
counterfearp in readinefs to make the explofion. 

It being difeovered at day- break of the'* 14th, that the enemy had 
renewed their gabions beyond the ftockade, a lally was made upon 
them at fun-rife. A fubaltern and 1 5 men went along the covered 
way till they came upon the flank of the ftockade, 40 men w'ith 
two captains advanced dire<ftly in front of it along the glacis, fol- 
lowed by 20 pioneers and an engineer without arms. The two 
parties attacked at the fame inftant, and their firft fire drove the 
memy^from the ftockade, and continued firing forwards from it on 
ill that appeared ; at the fame time the north ravelin, the royal, the 
lemi, and n. e. baftion, plyed the trenches with grape fhot, and all 
ogether deterred the enemy from venturing out of them, which 
rave the pioneers leifure to overturn the gabions into the fea, and 
o fpread and level the earth they contained. After which, the 
vhole detachment returned unmolefted into the covered w'ay, 
laving only two men llightly wounded. The enemy’s fire con- 
inued as the day before, but they threw very few ftiells in the night, 
uring which they worked hard in replacing the gabions which had 
een overfet in the morning, and endeavoured to compleat the tra- 
erfe from them towards the furf ; but the fire of a twelve-pounder 
om the fafcine battery, and the fhells from the demi baftion, con- 
nually interrupted their work. In the evening the Diligent and 
floop with ftores from Pondicherry anchored in the road of St. 

2 Thome ; 


451 

/ 759 - 

' — -V— < 

Febru-ry. 



452 

1759 - 

V- „ » 

February. 


The War of Coromandel. Book X. 

Thom6 ; aii 4 on their appearance 1 5 failors which had been taker 
out of the Shaftfbury to ferve in the garrifon, with 30 more Eu 
ropeans, were lent on board with orders to Captain Inglifs to bea 
down, and attack thefe veflHs. The decks of the Shaftlbury btinj 
lumbered with goods, Ihe did not get under fail until 1 1 o’clock a 
night, and was too foon difeovered by the two vcfl'els, w'hich immedi 
ately got under way, and before day-break were too far to the fouth 
ward to be purfued. In thefe 24 hours two Europeans were killed, an 
5 wounded, but none of the Sepoys were hurt. A twenty-four pounde 
on the deml baftion was fplit in the muzzle by one of the enemy' 
ihot. For feveral days a number of labourers, guarded by a party c 
Foldiers, with an officer, had been difeerned from the fteeple de 
molllhlng the governor’s garden-houfe, and in the afternoon of thi 
day they fet fire to the village of Chipauk which flood at the bac 
of the garden, between the bar of the river and the village of Trif 
licane. 

The next day, which was the 15th, the enemy’s fire was ver 
brifk in the morning, from fix guns in Lally’s, four at the burying 
ground, and two in the Lorrain battery ; but it decreafed in th 
afternoon, and at 5 o’clock they only fired from three in Lally’s 
and two at the burying-ground, and from neither of the tw^o in th 
Lorrain battery; the fire of their mortars likewife flackened. Sever; 
camels and many coolies were feen paffing from St. Thome aero 
Egmore plain to the Black lown, loaded, it was fuppofed, with an 
muntion ; but a much greater number of coolies with all kinds. < 
burthens pafl'cd from thence to the fbuthward, which confirmed tl 
intelligence of a fpy, that the enemy were fendi'.g away their fupe; 
fluous flores and the remains of their booty to Pond icherry, and gai 
credit to the information of the deceafed ferjeant, that they had d< 
termlned to raife the fiege. They fired very few fhclls, and coi 
tinned very quiet in their trenches during the night ; but the garrife 
fufpefllng that they might be carrying on thtir gabions by the fe; 
fide, kept up a fmart fire from the fafcinc battery upon the head ( 
their fap until 2 o’clock in the njiorning, when the moon gave Ih 
iicient light to difeover that they vyere doing nothing there; c 

wide 
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which the firing ceafed. At the fame time, the enemy’s guard in * 759 * 
their battery on the creft of the glacis, which for fome days had 
C7-:ly been ufcd as a lodgement for mulketry, perceived and fired upon 
a party of Sepoys who were leveling the rubbifli at the foot of the 
deini baftion, which had been beat down by the cannonade of the 
day. One of the Sepoys was killed, on which the reft ran away, 
and no other of thefe troops could be prevailed upon to continue the 
work, which was however complcated by a party of Europeans. A 
fix-pounder in the fafeine battery was difabled by one of the enemy’s 
fhot. The cafualties in the 24 hours, were one CofFree and one 
Sepoy killed, and one of each, with two Europeans, wounded, and 
lieutenant Hopkins loft his right arm by a cannon fhot. Two 
letters were received this day from Major^Calliaud, dated the iith 
and 13th, advifing his intention to make a forced march fromChing- 
lapett, with the troops under his command, in hopes of lurprizing 
the fort of Sadrafs, of which the French continued in pofl'efiion ; 
and requeftlng that money and ammunition might be fent to him 
there, in confequence of which the Cuddalorc (loop was immediately 
difpatched with 300 three-pound (hot, and 20,000 pagodas in money. 

Th is fum compleated 70,000, wjiich had been fent out of the fort, 
fince invefted, for the fupply of the army abroad. Much more re- 
mained in the company’s treafury, which was indebted for this 
affluence to the remittances from their acqulfitions in Bengal ; but, 
had this fource failed, the wealth of individuals collcfted within the 
fort would have been much more than fufficient to have anfwered 
all the expences Incurred for its defence. Very difterent were the 
faculties and finances of the enemy. The treafury of the govern- 
ment at Pondicherry was exhaufted, and individuals from their dif- 
truft and deteftation of Mr. Lally would lend none to forward the 
public caufe, although their own ; and from violence and mifi* 
management, the countries which had been reduced, and were the 
whole extent between Devi Cotah, Arcot, and Madrafs, had furnifhed 
neither revenues or other means adequate to the wants and con- 
fumption of the enemy’s army employed in the fiege, where the 
pay of the common Ibldiers was at this time fix weeks in arrear, and 
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their other neceflitits equally ill fupplied ; who neverthelefs, nbt- 
withftanding the difcontented difcoiirles of their officers, ftill more 
dilhonourable becaufe they had all got plunder, perfevered in their 
duty with unremitting fpirit and alacrity, and Mr. ILally feems to 
have refpedled their merit. But the Sepoys had neither the fame 
principles, nor received the fame encouragement, for he had always 
treated them, as all the natives in genera], with the utmoft contempt 
and feverlty, which they now revenged, juft as their flender fervices 
became moft important, by tlircatenlng to leave the army, if they 
were not immediately paid ; and fpreading their example by their 
correfpondence, 500, who had been ported with a few Europeans in 
the fort of Tripaflbre, forced the gates, and marching out with their 
arms plundered the country, in order, as they faid, to colled their 
arrears. The news was brought to the black town a few hours after 
the event, on the 1 5th, and created much anxiety, becaule all the 
provifions which the army received, came by Tripaflbre, and might 
be eafily diverted by thefe malecontents. Few refrained from de- 
claring that the fiege ought to be immediately raifed ; but Mr. Lally, 
to maintain the lead of his own opinion, gave out that he would 
never quit the enterprize, until he had tried the fuccefs of a general 
aflault, and talked as if the hour was not far diftant. 

The next morning, which was the 16th, the enemy’s cannon, 
although not increafed in number, fired with more vivacity than for 
many days before. At 3 in the afternoon intelligence was brouglit 
by a catamaran from Paliacat, that a floop, which had juft re.cliored 
there, had fpokeon the 9th of the month in the lat. of 14*^,’ . rh the 
fhips lVt)m Bombay, from whicli the Shaftlbury had feparat. d ; and 
that they had been fecn on the 12th off Duraftpatam, roo i. lies to 
the north of Madrafs. At 5 o’clock in the afternoon, tlu i;e fhips 
were deferyed in the n. e. ilanding towards the road ; neverthelefs 
the enemy’s fire continued with uncommon vivacity until funlet ; 
and it being concluded, that, if they had ever intended to make a 
general aflault, it would be attempted this night, befq^re the rein- 
forcements could be landed, every foldier and inhabiJ^^nt in the gar- 
xifon capable of ftanding to his arms repaired to their refpeflive pofts, 
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and as fooii as it was dark a hot fire of mulketry frcn the north 
flice of the defences was kept up on the enemy’s ’.>orks, v/hich 
they returned with equal alacrity. At ten at night the fhips, di- 
rected by lights held out in the fott, anchored in tie road. The 
firing on fhore hill continued, and at 2 in the morning that from 
the enemy, in their lodgement, on the creft of the glad , and in 
their ports and Tap oppolitc to the n. e. bartion and faicine b<itterv, 
although very rtrong before, grew rtrongcr than ever, hut their fhut 
flew too high : it began to flacken foon after, when the blaze of fires 
were perceived in their trenches : at 3 all their annoyances cealed 
intirely, after which no motions of men were any long^^er dirtiii- 
guiflied ; but feveral large piles of wood in the rear of Laliy’s battery 
were feen in flames. The cafualties fince the preceding morni .’g to 
this time, were three Europeans and ^ne Sepoy wounded, and one 
Sepoy killed. 

At day-break the whole army w'ere difeovered in full march from 
the weft fide of the black town towards the Choultry Plain, and the 
greateft part had already crofled the northern river. They had pre- 
vioufly undermined the redoubt and powder-mill at Egmore ; and 
at 9 o’clock a party left for the purpofe made the explofion, which 
intirely ruined both ; thefe works had coft the Company 0,000 
pounds, and could not be reftored in a twelvemonth. The enemy 
were then perceived marching on to the mount. The hurry of their 
retreat faved the black town from the refolution which Mr. Lally 
had taken of reducing it to allies, if compelled to rail'e the ficge. 
By noon the troops in the fliips were all landed : they were, in- 
cluding officers, 600 men. 

Joy and curiohty carried out every one to view and contemplate 
the works from which they had received fo much moleftatiou, for 
the enemy’s fire had continued 42 days. 7 'hirty-three pieces of cannon, 
18 or 24 pounders, were found in their ports and works, of which 
26 were difablcd; but fev^en Were in their carriages, and both in good 
condition.. Some fpare carriages were likewife left, and many 
cannot rtiot, but no mortars, althougli feveral beds ; and manv mili- 
tary ftores, with quantities of powder in calks and flannel bags,.. 
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r»'cre found carelelsly Icattered in the trenches. They evacuated 
San Thome, and whatever guards between this place and the fort 
were withdrawn at the fame time that the army left the black town. 
I he garrifon, as foon as certified of their departure^ fent out parties 
to the (buthward and to Egmore, who collected tg guns more, 
inoftly iron three pounders : fb that the whole number which the 
enemy loft and left behind were 52 pieces of cannon. One hun- 
dred and fifty barrels of good powder, and as many calks of damaged 
ammunition, were found in San Thome. But the ftrongeft proof 
of the hurry and confufion with which they railed thefiege, was the 
iiegledt of their fick and wounded, leaving 44 Europeans, (all who 
had not been fent away before) in their hofpital in the black town, 
w ith a letter from Mr. Lally, recommending them to the care of 
the Englilh governor : they were received and treated with the 
fame attentions, as if they had belonged to tlie garrilbn, and moft of 
them afterwards recovered. 

The fort fired during the liege 26,554 rounds from their cannon, 
7,502 Ihells from their mortars, and threw 1990 hand-grenades; 
the mulketry expended 200,000 cartridges. In thele fervices w^ere 
ufed 1768 barrels of gun-powder. Thirty pieces of cannon and 
5 mortars had been difmounted on the works. There remained in 
the fort, artillery fufficient for another fiege, with 30,767 cannon- 
balls, but only 481 Ihells, and 668 barrels of gun-powder. As 
many of the enemy’s cannon-balls were gathered in their works, 
or about the defences of the fort, or found in wells and tanks in 
the black town, as the garrifon had expended. The enemy con- 
fumed all the Ihells of the two firft rates in the ftores of Pondi- 
cherry, and threw of all Ibrts 8000, of which by far the greateft 
number were direbled againft the buildings, all of which lay to- 
gether in half the area within the walls, in the old town to the 
eaftward : and fcarce a houfe remained that was not opened to the 
heavens. 

Of the European officers, one major. Poller, two captains, fix 
lieutenants, and four enfigns, were killed : one captain and one lieu- 
tenant died of ficknefs : 1 4 other officers were wounded, of whom 
I ' fome 
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fome dangeroufly ; and four were taken prifoners ; in all 55. Of 1759*^ 

rank and file in the battalions of Europeans, and of the men be- 
longing to the artillery, 198 were killed, 52 died in the hofpital, 20 
deferted, 122 were taken prifoners, and 167 were wounded ; In all 
579 ; but many of the wounded recovered. Of the lafcars, who 
were natives aflifting in the artillery, nine were killed, and 15 
wounded. Of the Sepoys, including officers, 105 were killed, 21 7 
wounded, and 440 deferted. The lofs in Europeans was more than 
reinftated by the troops brought in the ffiips. 

The governor Mr. Pigot, as foon as the enemy dlfappeared, re- 
linquiffied the fpeclal authority which had been vefted in- himfelf^ 
to the ufual adminiftration of the council, of which he was prefident ; 
and received their thanks for the good effeds of his refolution and 
adlivity during the fiege : he had vifittd the works every day, en- 
couraging the garrifon by his prefence, and rewarding thofe ex- 
pofed to leverer fervlces, with money. Provlfions of all kinds in 
abundance, and of the beft condition, had been laid up, and as well 
as all the military ftores, were diftributed from the different ma- 
gazines, under the dire£lion of the members of the council, affifted 
by the inferior fervants of the company, whofe habits of bufinels 
eftablifhed and continually preferved thefe details free of all let and 
confufion. 

The Prefidency, as foon as re-efiabllfhed in its ufual forms, .acr* 
knowledged their fenfe of the zeal and conftancy with which the 
garrifon had fuftained every danger and fatigue ; and no men ever 
better deferved this teftimony, for fcarce a murmur had been ut- 
tered : all was emulation : All however acknowledged that the 
enemy, in proportion to their numbers compared with the llrength 
of the garrifon and works, had pufhed the attack with unremitting 
perfeverance and endeavour, and the enemy equally. refpe<£led the 
fcience and fteadinefs of the defence. Indeed moft of the principal 
officers of the Company’s troops had been inured to fervice under their 
general Colonel Lawrence, whom they ftill regarded as their pre- 
ceptor in the fiege : they were. Major Polier; the Captains PafcalJ, 
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Charles Campbell, Beaver, Richard Smith, Gurtler, de Beck, 
Frcilhman, Vaflerot, Black, Mume, Donald Campbell, Greig. 
E\ ery repair and additional \vork was executed with regularity 
and dil'patch under the dirediou of Mr. Call the chief engineer, 
although this was the firll liege, whether offenlive or defenlive, ia 
which he had lerved. Captain Hiflop, who arrived with a company 
of the King’s artillery-men, at the fame time as Adlercron’a regi- 
ment, was the Icnior officer in this branch ; he had ferved in Bergeii- 
op'Zoom. I'hc Company’s artilleiy, which furniffied all the cannon 
and ammunition, was commanded by Captain Robert Barker: even 
the enemy acknowdedged that tire promptitude and execution of the 
lire from the fort was fuperior to their own : whatfoever guns or 
mortars were dilabled on the defences, were immediately replaced 
by others prepared in Rore : Colonel Draper and Major Brereton 
were of the King’s troops : Ic) that no town was ever attacked, which 
had in proportion to the garrifon fuch a number of excellent and ex- 
perienced officers. The exertions of Major Calliaud and Captain 
PreRon were equal in the field. Thus every officer of diRinflion on 
the eRabliffiment of Coromandel was employed in the defence of 
Madrafs, excepting Captain Jofeph Smith, to whom was committed 
the prefervation of the next important objedl, Tritchinopoly, in 
w'hich the French prifoners out-numbered five to one the invalid 
Europeans of his garrifon. 

In the evening, after the enemy retreated, came in Vaflerot and 
.the ten troopers with intellrgence from Calliaud. This officer 
marched from Chinglapett on the 13th, but mifled by the guides 
did not arrive at Sadrals, as he intended the next night, but the 
morning after ; when the Dutch refidents, although remaining in the 
town only on fufferance from the French, who were in pofleffion of 
their fort, proteRed againR his entrance with hoRile appearance 
on the territory belonging to the Dutch company. At the fame 
time a party of French troops, which were halting there in their 
way from Pondicherry to join Mr. Lally, went into the fort, and 
this reinforcement rendered the attempt impracticable exceptirrg by 
a regular attack, to which the artillery with Calliaud was not 
5 adequate. 
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lequate. He ncverthelcfs remained to inveft the fort, and (bon 
?ter intercepted a letter from Mr. I^ally to Mr. Deleyrlt, dated the 
4th, written in the blttereft terms of reproach and refentment, 
nputing the failure of his attempt againft Madrafs, which he then 
w inevitable, to the iniquities and treachery of the government of 
ondicherry, denouncing, that if this place fliould efcape the ven- 
sance it merited of fire from heaven, nothing could preferve it long 
om deftrudion by the fire of the EngHfli. 

The lofs of men fuftained by the French army is no where ac- 
uired ; they were 2700 firelocks when they advanced from Conje- 
;;ram ; and Mr. Lally, in the intercepted letter, fays, that he had 
ill 2000 Europeans ; the Sepoys with him were not more than 
Doo, for feveral detachments were abroad. The lofs of the cannon 
id ammunition which had been left or tj^irown away, he imputed 
) the want of ferviceable bullocks, and this deficiency to the ra- 
iclty of the contradors leagued with the council of Pondlcherr}'. 
[is army marched away in rags, and without provifions, but, having 
un-powder and horfe, exaded them, and continued their rout to 
rcot. Advices of their retreat had been fent off to Calliaud as 
)on as they difappeared, who immediately on the information 
itached Mahomed Iflbof with 1200 Sepoys from Sadrals, to re- 
iforce Chinglapett, left the French army Ihould inveft this place; 
le Sepoys by a forced march arrived before the enemy could have 
itercepted them, if fuch had been their intention : the next day 
lajor Calliaud, with the remaining fix companies of Sepoys, and all 
le cavalry, Abdulwahab at the head of his own, came into Madrafs. 
'hus ended this fiege, without doubt the moft ftrenuous and regular 
lat had ever been carried on in India ; and we have detailed it, in 
opes that it may remain an example and Incitement. 
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N ot only the Carnatic and Its dependencies, but all the adja- 
cent powers, had fixed their attention, with various hope and 
anxiety, on the fiege of Madrafs, as an event, which fooner or later 
mull: greatly alfe( 5 l their refpeftlve views arwl interefts. It was be- 
lieved, and juftly, that much and extenfive reputation would be ac- 
quired by the defence ; but as this advantage would foon be loft if 
the adjacent territory were not recovered and prote( 5 led, it was re- 
folved to take the field without delay. With the reinforcement 
brought in the ftilps, there were in the town when the liege w'as 
raifed, of all ranks, 1900 eftimated Europeans, including 90 Topafles 
and 60 Coffrees, inferred in the different companies : of this number 
1 500 rank and file were fit for immediate duty ; and this force was 
fufficient to face the French army. Neverthelels, the vigour of the 
determination exceeded the means : many carriages for the artillery 
and ftores were to be prepared, and the artificers being moftly natives 
were few, and had much other work to do : draught and carriage 
bullocks were to be provided, and the ravages of the enemy had left 
none in the countiy ; provilions were equally fcarce : perfeverance, 
however, continued. Chinglapett being fecured, the reft of tlie 
troops with Mahomed Iflbof, the horfe with Abdulwahab, and thofe 
fent with Major Calliaud hy Tondiman and Tanjore, encamped on 
the choultry plain, whei*e they were joined day by day by the 
Europeans of the garrifon ; but the whole were not ready to move 
before the 6th of Marcii, and in this interval arrived two more com- 
panies 
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panics of Draper’s regiment, which the fhips they came in from 
England had carried to Bengal in the latter feafon of the laft year, 
and they were now returned to the coaft. The whole force which 
now took the field were 1156 Europeans, rank and file, including 
the artillery men, with 10 field-pieces, of which two were 12 
pounders, 1570 Sepoys, 1120 Colleries, and 1956 horfe. On 
news of their approach, Mr. Lally moved back from Arcot with the 
main body of his troops, and took poft at Conjeveram, where the 
advantages of the fituation left them nothing to fear from an inferior 
force ; and, his health being much impaired, he went away to Pon - 
dicherry on the 6th, leaving the command to Mr. Soupire, with 
orders not to rifque a general battle ; but to wait the attack. The 
defers of equipments ftill retarded the prog refs of the En glifh army, 
and it was the 1 8 th before they arrived at Paupa Braminy’s Choultry, 
within feven miles of Conjeveram. On the laft march, Mahomed 
Iftbof, with fome horfe, advancing before the line, met fome of the 
enemy’s European cavalry, who, though much inferior in number, 
ftood^a Ikirmifti with the foremoft of his ; and were driven back, 
with the lofs of an officer and two horfes killed. On the 3d, Cap- 
tain Preftoii at Chinglapett, hearing there was but a flight force in 
the fort of Carangoly, had detached Lieutenant Airy, with feven 
companies of Sepoys, to furprize it; but they took a panic under 
the walls, not to be recovered by the bravery of their officer, 
which encouraged the garrifon to fally, who killed 25 of them in 
tlieir flight. 

Whilft the army was before Conjeveram, letters were received from 
Colonel Forde, who was fet down before Mafulipatam, defpairing of 
fuccefs, unlefs he were reinforced with men and fupplied with money. 
By this time, it was found that all the refources of the prefidency were 
inadequate to the expence of keeping the army in the field, and no pro- 
bability appeared of gaining adecifive advantage over the enemy. The 
Prefidency therefore inclined to bring the troops into cantonments, and 
to fend 200 men to Colonel Forde. Colonel Lawrence, although 
convinced of the imprudence of attacking the enemy in the pofts 
they occupied at Conjeveram, was equally perfuaded of the evil con- 

fequenccs 
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fequeiices of retreating before them, and came to IVIadrafs on the 1759. 
26th, to diffuade the Council, either from dimiailhiiig their force, 
or from withdrawing it into garrifon ; and his arguments prevailed. 

He then declared the inability, to which tlie impaired ftatc of his 
health had reduced him, of continuing in the command of the army ; 
and received the higheft regrets and encomiums of his eminent fer- 
vices, crowned by exertions much beyond his age, in the defence of 
Madrafs. The command then devolved to Lieutenant-Colonel Draper, 

%vho was likewife too ill to accept it, and foon after embarked for 
England ; on which it fell to Major Brereton, the next officer in the 
king’s regiment, and Major Calliaud fucceeded Coldnel Lawrence in 
the diftin£t command of the Company’s troops. 

Nazeabullah, the Nabob’s brother, hack accompanied the French 
army to Madrafs, and remained fome days with them in the black 
town ; when his own affairs, his doubts of the fuccefs of the fiege, 
and the reprefentatlons and example of his brother, Abdulwahab, 
who was joining the Englilh troops in the field, induced him 
to return to Nelore, which Mr. Lally having derived no advantage 
from his prefence or endeavours permitted without rehaflance. 

Still, however, holding fair to the French, he retained a few of 
their Europeans, and 200 of their Sepoys ; but as foon as he heard 
that the fiege was railed, he refolved to declare intlrely for the 
Englilh, and blackened his zeal, by putting to death all the French 
Europeans, excepting their officer. Saint Denys. It is not known 
whether they attempted refiftance ; but the Sepoys laid down their 
arms, and were quietly turned out of the fort. With the advices 
of this deed, he profered to pay 30,000 pagodas a year, if the Pre- 
fidency would confirm him in the government of Nelore, and its 
dlftridts ; and, as no revenue, excepting from his good-will, was to 
be expe£l:ed from that part of the country, until the Englilh army had 
gained the fuperiority, his terms were accepted, and he fent the 
French officer to Madrafs. Abdulwahab continued with the army, 
and his fervices were rewarded by a confirmation of the dlffrifls of 
Chandergherry and Chitore. The three greater Poly gars to the 
VoL. II. O 0 0 north- 
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1759. northward, Bangar-yatchiim, Bomrauze, and Damerlah Venkytap- 
' pah, wrote letters of congratulation, although they had given no 
alTiftance during the fiege ; they were ordered to guard their own 
hills, and alTift Chandergherry and Chittore, if attacked. The mi., 
nor Polygars nearer Madrafs were frightened, in expectation of pu- 
nilhment for the robberies they had committed in the Englilh 
diftriCls during the diftrefles of the fiege ; but their delinquency 
was overlooked, and they were told to affift the forts of Pon- 
damelee and Tripaflbre, into which garrifons of Sepoys had been 
fent, as foon as they were abandoned by the enemy in their retreat 
to Arcot. 

Even the cautious Mortizally of Velore congratulated the Prefi- 
dency on the repulfc of the fiege. The body of Morattocs, with Go- 
paul Row, who had in the preceding year warred and gained the 
half of Cudapah, and to whom proffers had been made for their af- 
fiftance, remained at the paflcs of Damalcherry, waiting tlie event ; 
and as foon as the French retreated, Gopaul Row claimed iz lacks 
of rupees, alledging that he had negleCled other concerns of greater 
conlequence, in expeClatlon of the ultimate fummons of the prefi- 
dency, and that the dread of his troops had obliged the French to 
raiie the fiege. It was known that he had equally been olfering his. 
affiftance to the French, and the prefidency recommended to him, to* 
cut their army to pieces before they reached Pondicherry, and then he 
Ihould have the money. He replied, in feveral letters, fraught with 
inlinuations of the mifehief he intended to bring on the Englifli, as- 
well at Bomliay, as in the Carnatic ; and fent 500 of his Morat- 
toes to join the French army ; but Mr. Dcleyrit, tlie gov'crnor of 
Pondicherry, advifed Mr. Eally not to entertain them, becaufe they 
would not fail to plunder with greater detriment in the French dif- 
trifls, as more extenfive, than in thofe which the Englifli had reco- 
vered. They were difmifled with compliments and a Imall prefent,, 
on which Gopaul Row to compenfate and revenge die diiappoint- 
rnent, fent a detachment round the hills, which took poflellion of 
the town and pagoda of Tripetty, intending to collefl the revenues 
of the approaching feafl in April, wliich the French government 
7 expe<fle<i 
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esxpe($ted' to receive. This detachment in their way luininoiied the 
three northern Polygars as friends to the Englifh, to pay their lhares 
of thcchout, or tribute, which Gopaul Row had demanded, and 
had not time to exafl in the preceding year. 

The king of Tanjore fired guns, and congratulated on the fortune 
and pi-oivefs of Madrafs ; and, the Prefidcncy encouraged by his pro- 
feffions, propofed to him toaflift them in a plan to furprife the fort of 
Karical, when the fijuadron (liould arrive on tht; coafl : to which he 
anfwercd, that the laft hoftilitics of the French had ruined his coun- 
try, and that the crop at prefenton the gTound woidd likewile be de- 
ftroyed, if difturbances were renewed : but that, as the Englifli had 
beat olF the French army from Madrafs, they fhoukl Immediately 
drive theni out of Pondicherry, when Karical would fall cf courfe. 
lie was then requeued to let beeves be purcha^d in his country as pro- 
viiions for the fquadron ; which the ftri( 51 :nels of his religion regarded 
as an abomination, nor woidd he fulfer the interpreter to go on in 
reading the letter, written to him on this fubjedl. 

The Nabob, ever fince his arrival at Tritchinopoly, had continued 
fick. His diforder was a jaundice, produced by excels of vexation at 
the late humiliations of his fortune : the repulfe of the Frencli attack 
-on Madrafs conduced not a little to the recovery of his health ; but 
his mind retained much Iblllcitudc for every future contingency. 
However, the vigilance of Captain Jofeph Smith had prclerved 
the diftrifls dependant on the city in peace and cultivation, and 
their revenues were more than fufficient to defray the neceflary 
expences of the garrifon, as well as of the Nabob’s fiimily. The 
great number of French prifoners in the city, who were 500, 
whilfl the European force in the garrilbii did not exceed 70 men, 
had been an objed of conflant anxiety, and plots were conti- 
nually difeovered of their Intentions to break out of their dun- 
geons; which obliged Captain Snfith to confine tlicm with the ut- 
moft feverity. The Rheddi of Terrlore, whom he had driven out 
of that town and diftritfl in the month of July of the preceding year, 
went away with thofe who efcaped with him, to tlie borders of the 
Mylbre country, where he was, at different times, joined by fuch as 
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were difafFef^ied to the other Rheddi, who had been reftored in his 
{lead. They fbmetimes made plundering excurfions into the coun- 
try between Terriore and Utatore ; but attempted nothing of confe- 
quence. However, their numbers encreafed ; and they kept up a 
correfpondence with feveral of the principal men who continued 
to relide with the Rheddi in Terriore. When Mahomed Iflbof 
marched away in November to the relief of Madrafs, the garrifon of 
Tritchinopoly could not fpare the number of Sepoys neceflary to 
compleat his command, and three of the five companies which had 
been left in Terriore, were recalled to make up the deficiency. As 
foon as they were gone, the expelled Rheddi, with his troops, who 
were waiting to retake the place, arrived before they were difcovered 
at the barrier of the wood, where fome of the remaining Sepoys were 
ftationed ; but the reft of the guard had been feduced, and in- 
ftead of aflifting the Sepoys, turned their arms upon them, and 
delivered up the barrier to the enemy, who marched on, and 
advanced to the town without interruption, fending fo much 
terror before them, that the Rheddi within, with his troops, and 
the inhabitants, that adhered to him, ran away into the wood 
and hills, leaving the Englifti ferjeant with the Sepoys, to defend 
themfelves as they could. The lerjeant took pofleflion of the palace, 
which was an extenfive building ; but the enemy furrounded it in 
the houfes on all fides, that not a man could apppear who was not 
expofed to their fire, which obliged the ferjeant to capitulate, and he 
calily obtained permiflion to march away to Tritchinopoly, with their 
arms, and whatever elfe they chofe to carry. Captain Joleph Smith 
had received fome intelligence of the intention to attack the place,, 
and iiad detached fome troops to reinforce it, but it was loft before 
they arrived at the wood. This event happened in the end of No- 
vember. In the next month, Hufl'ein Cnwn, who had been driv^en 
in the month of July from Seringham by a detatchment from Trit- 
chinopoly, returned from Pondicherry with lame Sepoys and two' 
field-pieces, and took poft at Utatore, intending again to advance to 
the Ifland, and retake the pagoda; but Captain Smith fent a. party 
from the garrifon, under the command of Captain Blake, who did 

not 
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not fufFer them to reft until they took refuge in the My lore coun- 
try, where they remained, propofing fchemes, and foliciting affift- 
ance ; but meeting little encouragement from this government, Huf- 
fela Cawn c^ered to join the Rheddi, who had retaken Terriore, 
in making incurftons into the Nabob’s country : but the Rheddi, 
making a merit of refraining from the mifchlef in his power, proffered 
money and regular terms of fubmiffion to the Nabob, who, for the 
fake of the money, and to fave the expence of defending the diftant 
villages, accepted his obedience, and confirmed him in the govern- 
ment ; in which this was his fourth inftallatlon, and the other 
Rheddi had loft and refumed it as often. 

The countries of Madura and Tinivelly had relapfed into their 
former ftate of anarchy and confufion, after Mahomed Iflbof, with fo 
large a part of his force, was recalled o^t of them in the month of 
July. All that the feven companies" of Sepoys left in the city of 
Madura could do, was to colle<ft from the country provifions fuffi- 
cient for their fubfiftance. The incurlions of the Nattam collerles 
from the north, and of thofe under the Polygars along the hills to- 
the weft, ruined or appropriated whatfoever cultivation or revenue 
arofe in the diftrl£ls at a diftance from the city. To the fbuthward, 
in the Tinivelly country matters were much worfe. Maphuze Cawn 
forgot all his former profefiions of reconciliation, united more firmly 
than ever, and took up his relidencc with the Pulitaver, who led" 
the weftern Polygars; and Catabominaig, with Etiaporum, who» 
were the heads of the weftern, concluding from the fuperiority of 
the French in the Carnatic, that the affairs of the Nabob and the 
Englifh would never recover, feized whatfoever country lay couve-- 
nient for them : nor did the five companies of Sepoys left in the fort 
of Palamcotah, and bereft of all alliance,, venture any o'ppofition to. 
their encroachments, oi- even to maintain the town of Tinivelly ; of 
which Maphuze Khan- and' the Pulitaver once-again took pofleflion. 
I'he Sepoys contented themfelves with prefer ving Palamcotah, wliere 
they were often obliged* to defend the walls againft the fkirmifhes of 
the Pulitaver’S colleries,, wliich con fumed their ammunition and,, 
as none of their letters reached the Carnatic, or even.Tritchinopoly, ., 
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they wrote by the hand of a Topafs, a letter to Anjengo, which is 
the fouthern of the Eaglilh ta^orics on the coafl of Alalabar, rc- 
quefting fupplies; but the Topafs writing what he thought Englifli, 
tile letter was fo unintelligible, that the fadory neither underflood 
from wlitnce or whom it came, nor what tlicy wanted. At length, 
letters from INIahomed Ilfoof procured them credit, wliich enabled 
them to purchafe proviiion, and even to get lead' and gunpowder 
from the fea-coafl in the bay of Tutacorin. It was very fortunate, 
that the fidelity of the Sepoys in Madura and Palamcotah continuetl 
unihaken ; for had either of thefe fortrelles been betrayed, no means 
remained of retaking them ; and tlic ceffion of Madura might have 
purchafed Hyderally, the My fore general, to join the French, who 
at this very time had an officer of diflindion treating with hhn at 
Serlngapatam. 

The repulfc of the French from Madrals had increafed the danger 
of loling thefe countries, fince the French, being no longer under the 
necefiity of keeping their whole force colleded in one point, might, 
Hill leaving fufficient to oppofe the Englilli army in the field, detach 
the reft to other objeds. The partizan Lambert was moving with 
his flying troops from Pondicherry to the weftward ; and danger 
to the city of Madura might accrue even from Hufleln Cawn, if 
lie fhould get a body of Myforeans to accompany him from Dindigul. 
On thefe confiderations, the Prefidency refolved to fend Mahomed 
Iflbof back into thefe countries, and to accept his offer of renting 
M.idura and Tinivelly, together, at the rate of five lacics of rupees 
for the enluing year, clear of all charges, excepting what might 
ii' ilc from the neceftity of defending them either againft the French, 
the Myforeans, or Morattoes. The Nabob had, ever fince the firft 
ajvpointmeHr of Mahomed Iflbof to condud the war in thefe coun^ 
tries, regarded him with lulpicion and averfion, and infifted that they 
fhould be left to his own difpofal and controul ; although he had 
not in his whole dependence^ a relation or officer of military refolution 
and experience fufficient to maintain them in this time of difficulty. 

The French and Englifh armies continued almoft in fight of each 
ether for two and twenty days ; the one wilhing to be attacked, in 
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their ports at Conjeveram, the other, a general a<rtion in the open 
plain ; and neither was feduced to give the advantage which the 
other defired. Moft of the dirtrids to the fouth of tlie Paliar were 
Aiiider either the proteflion or jurifdidion of the French govern- 
ment ; and as other defiances had failed, Major Brereton refolved to 
march into them, as the llkeliert means of bringing the enemy to 
a battle, or at leart of obliging them to quit Conjeveram, when 
fome opportunity might arife of retaking this place, without 
which, even the dirtri(rts already recovered as far as the Englirti 
army had advanced could not be prote<5led, unlefs by their con- 
tinuance in the field, and in this part of the country. Accordingly, 
the army moved on the ift of April from their encampment at Papa 
Braminy’s Choultiy ; on the 6th, they arrived, and took pofleflion 
of the pettah of Vandivalh, in which the;^ began to open ground 
againft the fort, and fent to Madrafs for two pieces of battering- 
cannon ; and a detachment fcnt by captain Prerton from Chinglapett 
beat away the guard at Outramalore, of which place he took pof- 
feflion, to fecure the line of communication with Vandiwa/h. 

Mr. Soupires neither gave any interruption to the Englifh army, 
as they were marching away, nor followed them. Mr. Lally had 
ordered him to rifque nothing, and the French army had for fome 
days been reduced to great dirtrefs for want both of money and pio- 
vilions. The ficge of Madrafs had exhaurted the treafury of Pon- 
dicherry, and its revenues were anticipated by mortgages for loans, 
and what monies could be collefted from the country between C’on- 
jeveram and Arcot, or borrowed In tlie camp, fcarcely furnlfhed the 
expencesof the day, and the inhabitants of the nelglibouring villages 
finding that the Englifh paid puinrtually, and at better prices, evaded 
as much as pofliblc to carry any provifions to the French camp. The 
renters of the neighbouring dirtridls, magnified the detriment tvhich 
their lands had furtered from the Morattoes of Gopaul Row, in order 
to protradl their payments, by the plea of dlfcufllng their accou n.s. 

In this fituation, Mr. Soupires confidered the removal of the Englifh 
army as an advantage ; lince it permitted him to retreat to Areot, 
with the appearance of parting on equal terms. He left In Conje- 
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verani ^oo Sepoys and loo horle, under the coiunaand of Murzafa- 
beg, who had deferred from the Englifh a llttic before the fiege of 
Madrafs. The renters at Arcot furnifhed Mr. Soupires money and 
•provifions for eight days, and he extended his troops in different 
parties between Arcot and Trivatore, which is fituated 20 miles s.w. 
in the liigh road from thcncc to Vandiwafh. 

Mr. Lally, as foon as he heard that the Englifh army was before 
V^audiwafh, immediately came out of Pondicherry with 300 Eu- 
ropeans, ordering Mr. Soupires to meet him with the Vnain body at 
Chittapet ; where they arrived on the 14th. Trivatore is farther, 
from Chittapet, than it is from Vandiwafli. The nearer road from 
Vandiwafh to Conjeveram is not good ; but from Vandiwafh to 
Trivatore, and hence to Conjeveram excellent, and of quicker 
difpatch, although by the large angle it makes feveral miles more. 
Major Brereton was informed in the evening of the 13th of the march 
of the French army with Soupires, and that the whole had pafled 
Trivatore; on which he decamped in the night from Vandiwafh, 
and, by a forced march, arrived the next day at Trivatore, which 
he found abandoned, and blew up one of the baflions; and con- 
tinuing tb*e fame ftrefs of march, they arrived, on the evening of 
the 15th, near Conjeveram. Several letters had paffed with Murza- 
fabeg, who pretended to be willing to betray his trufl, but afked fuch 
terms as proved, that he only wanted to gain time until the F''rench 
army could come to his relief ; on which Colonel Monfon, with the 
.advanced divifion, invefled the pagoda in the evening, which it was 
determined to ftorm the next morning. Murzafabeg no longer diffem- 
.bled, but kept up a brifk fire of mufketry through the night ; by 
which feveral, and Colonel Monfon hlmfelf, was wounded. 

The gateway of the pagoda at Conjeveram is fpacious and lofty, and 
the tower over it one of the largeft and higheft in the Carnatic. It 
(lands in the middle of the weflern wall, and fronts the principal flreet 
of the town, which is very broad ; but there is an area between, of 
the fame breadth as the wall of the pagoda, and 300 yards acrofs. 
There were no gates fixed in the gateway; and to cover the entrance, 
the French had thrown up a ravelin before it in barbette, on which, 
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ns well as on the fmall towers at each angle of the pagoda, were 
mounted guns, but old, and of little fervice ; and fcatloldings of 
bamboos for fmall parties of mulketry were railed along different 
j^arts of the wall within. There was, in the area without, a large 
choultry, with the back to the pagoda, about 200 yards from the 
gateway, but a little to the right. Near this choultry, as good 
cover, the troops threw up a ramp in the night, and early in the 
morning began to fire over it againlV the ravelin from their two 
twelve-pounders, which the enemy returned witli all their means, 
but with little execution ; only wounding Major Brereton (lightly, 
and two or three of the gunners. By eight o’clock the earth of 
the ravelin appeared fufficiently beaten down, and the troops marched 
to the attack, led by Major Calliaud at the head of the grenadiers. 
Few of the defenders waited the alTault hifnd to hand, but, after 
giving their fire, ran into the pagoda. The officers, ftimulatcd by 
an intemperate rivality of danger, got firfl: over the ravelin, and 
began, as the men came, to form them for the attack of the gate- 
way, in the middle of which the enemy had laid a large old iron gun 
on logs of wood ; and within were two lines of Sepoys difpofed in 
an angle for the advantage of a crofs-fire on the entrance. In a 
minute, 40 or 50 men, of whom much too many were officers, were 
crowded together within the ravelin, when the enemy fired their 
gun, which they had treble loaded with powder, and to the muzzle 
with mulket-balls and bits of ragged iron. The excels of the ex- 
plofton, and the thick black fmoke which arofe from it, gave the 
idea of a mine, nor was the etfecl much lei's. It killed elsiht men 
on the fpot, and wounded ten. Of the kllh d were Captains Stewart 
and Bannatyne, Lieutenant Elliot and Enlign Hunter; of the 
wounded. Major Calliaud, Captain Vaughan dangerovifly, a Lieu- 
tenant and two Enfigns. Even mod of thofe wlio were fafe were 
fo furprized by this havock, that they Hood awhile before they 
formed again to the attack ; during which, they luckily fu tiered 
very little from the mulketry within. By this time, a partv of 
Sepoys, led by Mahomed Kloof and Lieutenant Airy, had claml)e! ed 
over the oppofite wall of the pagoda, and appeared in the rear of 
VoL. II. P P P thofe 
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thofe who were defending the gateway; and, on their fhout, the 
troops at the gate rulhed in, and in a minute the whole garrifon 
was between two fires, at mercy, every man for himfelf begging 
quarter; which v/as given with more humanity than ufual on fuch, 
ejfafperation. After all was quiet, Murzafabeg furrendered himfelf, 
out of one of the chapels into which he had retired, to fome of the 
Sepoys ; but, as they were conducting him to Major Brereton, Ma- 
homed Iflbof met them, knew the priibner, and faying, “ Thefe are 
“ the terms to be kept with a traitor,” with one ftroke of hiS 
fcymetar, almoft fevered his head from his body. The news of this 
fuccefs was received at Madrafs the next day, on which likewife 
arrived advices of no little importance from Colonel Fordc* 


175^’ The Rajah Anunderawze had fo little fenfe of the advantages 
Dacmbtr. might have enfued by prefling on the French immediately 

after their defeat at Peddipore, that he did not come up with his 
troops to Rajahmundrum, where Colonel Forde with the Englifh 
forces were waiting for him, until the 1 6th of December, which was 
ten days after the battle, although the diflance is only 40 miles. 
Anunderawze had promifed to make the firfl: payment of his treaty, 
as foon as he fhould be put in pofleflion of the fort of Rajahmundrum ; 
and, in confidence of his word. Colonel Forde had lent him 20,000 
rupees, before he marched with the Englifh from Cafiimeotah. This 
fum, with a fupply to the fadory at Vizagapatam, and the expences 
of the field, had abfbrbed all the money which came from Bengal ; 
and Colonel Forde had nothing but the Rajah’s promifes to anfwer 
the pay of the troops for the month of December. However, ftill 
relying on them, he crofled the Godaveri on the 23d, ftill hoping to 
appear before Mafulipatam before the French had recovered the ftun 
of their late defeat : but the Rajah neither followed with his army, 
nor fent any money ; and, as it would have been vain to have at- 
tempted even the march without both. Colonel Forde, with much, 
vexation and refentment, recrofled the river with all the troops on 
the 26th. The Rajah imagined they were returning to punifh him, 
and, in this fright, fled immediately to the hills which fkirt the 
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pook XJi Tu? ^Northerh PRoviKjCRs. 473 

province fiboiit twenty miles to the North of th,e city; and Colonel 1759- 
Forde, for the convenience of a nearer communication with Vi/,av 4 - — T*' 

\ April. 

patarn, marched two days back, and encamped at Peddaporc, w.lucli, 
witli a name very nearly the fame, is a fort ten miles to the weft 
of that which has defignatcd his vi<ftory. ^^Ir. Andrews immediately 
fent him 20,ooq rupees from Vizagapatam, and on the j 3th of Ja- January. 
nuary came himfelf to the camp ; from whence he went into the 
hills, and reached the Rajah on the 15th, whofe fears of the Colonel, 
and averflon to furnifti any money, continued as ftrong as ever, in- 
fomuch that he feemed no longer follcitous about tire fuccel's of the 
expedition. His condu<ft was the more perplexing, bccaufc the news 
that the French were befieging Madrafs had flopped the Englifh 
credit in thefe provinces, which the Rajah’s name alone could im- 
mediately rcftorc ; and if his troops did noi march, otliers muft be 
hired, for which no money could be found. Tlic dilemma induced 
Mr. Andrews to alter the treaty he had made fome time before, and to 
agree, “ that wdiatfoever fums the Rajah might furnifti ftiould be Con- 
“ fulered as a loan ; and that the revenues of all the countries whicli 
‘‘^ight be reduced on the other fide of the Godavery, excepting fuch 
“ as belonged to tfee French either by eftabliftiment, or grant in 
“ propriety, fhould be equally divided between him and the Englifti.” 

With thefe conditions Mr. Andrews brought him back to tlie camp 
on the 1 8th : and it was agreed to march on to Maftilipatam ; bur 
it took feven days more in bargains for exchange with the ftirofti> 
befirc he furnifticd only 6000 rupees in ready money,, and bills at 
ten days for 60,000 more. At length the armies moved from Ped- 
dapore on the 28th, after fifty days had been loft, of wliich the firft 
twenty diligently employed would probably have accomjiliftied all the 
purpofes of the expedition, whicli now appeared of much more diffi- 
cult execution, as the enemy had gained full time to recoiled them- 
felves : nor had the delay the fmalleft plea of necefiity ; for the Rajah 
might with as little inconvenience have done at firft w hat he un- 
willingly complied with at laft although the expedition had been 
undertaken from a reliance on his promifes, warranted by tlie earneft- 
nefs of his lolllcitations. 
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The Hardwicke and the two floops, which had been difpatched 
from Vi'iagapatam on the 12th of December, anchored the next 
day in the road of Yanam, which lies on the eaftern mouth of the 
Godaveri, where the agents of the French factory, on news of the 
defeat at Peddipore, had embarked their efFe£ls and themfelves in a 
fnow, which had not got out of the river when the Hardwicke ar- 
rived ; and they furrendered to her longboat without rehftance. Some 
days after, the vefl'els failed down to Mafulipatam, and cruized be- 
tween this place and Narfipore on the weftern arm of the Godaveri, 
until the 9th of February, when they fixed their ftation in Mafu- 
lipatam road, waiting for the arrival of the army j but weighing oc- 
cafionally to bring veffels to, that were paffing in the offing, of 
which they intercepted feveral laden with rice for Pondicherry, and 
the Frencli army before Madrafs. 

The Englifh army arrived on the 6th of February at Elore ; but, 
to prevent another quarrel. Colonel Forde had been obliged to let 
the Rajah march as he lifted, employing his troops to the right and 
left, in levying contributions, on promile, however, of rejoining him 
foon at Elore. This place, otherwife called Yalore, is fituatedjKo 
miles s. w. of Rajahmundrum, and nearly 40«N. of Mafulipatam^ 
It is the capital of a province, or phoufdarrv, of no great extent, and 
one of the four obtained from Salabadjing by Mr. Bufly. It has 
been very little known to the Englilh, and never frequented by them 
fince they withdrew their factory from Mafulipatam in the laft 
century. The town is extenfive, and in the middle of k is a very 
large fort, in which the French uftd to keep a garrifon moftly of 
black troops ; but the Marquis de Conflans had taken them aw^ay 
with him, as he was palfing on to Mafulipatam, where he had de- 
termined to make his ftand. The long delay of the Engfilh troops 
in following him feemed to have iiifpired iiim with a little refo-^ 
lution : for with fome of the troops which had joined him after the 
defeat of Peddipore, and the garrifons of Elore and Rajahmundrum, 
he formed a body of 200 Europeans, with four field-pieces, and 
200.0 Sepoys, wdiich he called his army of ohlervation ; but they 
did not \'cnture within lefs than thirty miles of Elore, and kept 
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moving to the Weft ofMafulIpatam, colleifting or extorting tributes. 
Colonel Forde, whilft waiting for the Rajah and his troops, detached 
Captain Knox, with the firft battalion of Sepoys, to reduce the 
French faftoiy at Narfipore, where by this time the garrifon, by 
the arrival of ftragglers from the late defeat, was augmented to loo 
Europeans, and 3 or 400 Sepoys. Narfipore ftands 20 miles to the 
s. E. of Elore. Lettej?s were previoufly fent to the Indian Zemindar 
of the diftridt, threatening the deftruftion of his country, if he 
gave the French any afliftance, but offering him alliance if he 
would join the Englifh army with his troops. The Zemindar met 
Captain Knox on the road, and accepted the terms with cheerful- 
nefs ; and the French troops at Narfipore having relied on his afiift- 
ance, marched away as foon as they faw his defection, leaving in 
the fadbory, befidcs common effedbs, fome tannon and marine ftores, 
and in the river feveral boats and veflHs ; but they funk what 
ammunition they could not carry ofK The Englifh detachment 
leaving a few men with the Zemindar’s officers to take care of what 
was worth preferving, returned to Elore, where on the i8th 
c&me in the Rajah with all his troops collefbed' ; and the next day 
the Zemindar of Narfipore with 1500 foot, armed In the fafhion of 
the country. But, although fo much time had already been loft, 
the Rajah was not yet ready to proceed, and detained the army at 
Elore until the rft of March. 

Mr. Conflans, on his defeat at Peddipore, had written letters to 
Salabadjing, earneftly requefting he would march with his army 
from Flyderabad to Mafullpatam, when both their forces united could 
not fall of deftroying the Englifh troops, and punifhing the powers 
of the country which had revolted to their common enemy. The 
dlftance of Salabadjing with Mr. Bufly from the purfuit of Niza- 
mally towards Bampore had encouraged this prince to refume his 
former ambitions ; in w'hich he was, at Icaft ftcretly, abetted 
by the adherents of Shanavaze Khan and Mahomed Huflein, whofc 
deaths, as well as his own flight to Brampore, had been- the im- 
mediate confequences of the afl’aftination of tlyderjung, the duan 
of Mr. Bufly : but '^his confederacy refrained from any con- 
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fptcitoui^ Ojc^rdpa, uutiLtl:^ey I'^^w Mr. Buffy.and the whole of the 
Fvcnch foice quitting- lly^erabad, and the fervice of^-Salahadjing, 
ill. pi>edience to the ofdcra, of Mr. 'Lally ; when Judging,, little 
llkefihoQd of their return, they acted with more ,9^3011 declaration ; 
and foon after, Nizamally was enabled, with the affiftance of 
his friends, to increafe his force from 1500. to 15000 horfe, with 
which he maichcd from Brampore in November, and was received 
with homage into the city of Auren^abad ; but the fbrtrefs of 
Dollabad ilill held out for Salabadjipgi , Tjie indolence of ^alabad- 
jing, wedded to habits’, faw no- means of cpercing his Vtotlier, but 
bytl IS accudomed alhftance of a body of French troops,; which his 
own aid ti) Conflans in this time of neceflity was certainly the likelicfl 
means of procuring: but few of his officers were defirous of fe> 
ihg the re-ellablifhment of a power, which had interfered lb mucli 
with their own authprity and advantages in the government: never- 
thelefs, they imagined, thdt the prefent conteft for the ceded pro- 
vinces between the French and Englifli might give a chance of 
recovering thefe countries to their former dependence on the fou- 
bahfhip ; and in this view moft of them advifed him to march; to- 
wards Mafulipatam. His brother, Baffaulet Jung, concurred in tliQ 
fame opinion, and marched with his forces from Adoni at the fame 
time that Salabadjing was advancing from Hyderabad. Both joined 
near the Kriftna, and amounted to 15000 horfe and 20000 foot. 
Neither their approach, nor the probability of their affifting the 
French, deterred Colonel Forde from his purpofe of proceeding 
againfl Mafulipatam. It was obvious, that the jundion of Salabad- 
jing’s army with the French would bring heavy vengeance upon 
the Rajah, if the Engliffi troops Ihould be obliged to retire be- 
fore them : but even this confi deration, becaufe the danger was 
diftant, could not induce him to relinquifli the immediate ad- 
wantages of his delay, although nothing more than the colledions 
of the day levied by his troops fpread abroad in all parts of the 
country. 

Five miles to the South of Elore you arrive at the bed of a vaffi 
lake, which extends 4^ miles in length, from weft to eaft acrol's 
I the 
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the lituation of thd city, and 1 4 in breadth frofti north to ibuth* 
From the beginning of the rains in July, until the end of Sep- 
tember, the whole is fpread over with water, excepting 60 or 70 
fmall iflots, on which the inhabitants remain ; but during the reft 
of the year . the whole is dry and paflable, and in many places 
highly cultivated. The army, and for the firft time any of the 
Englifti troops marched acrols the lake, and on the 3d of March 
encamped near a fmall fort, called Concale, in which the French 
had left a ferjeant with 13 Europeans, and two companies of Se- 
poys. Captain Maclean, with lix companies of Sepoys, were fent 
to attack and even efcalade the fort : the garrifon had the day be- 
fore received aflurances from Du Rocher, the Commander of 
the army of obfervation, that he would arrive to their alliftance 
on the 28th ; relying on which, they manned the walls, and 
feemed refolute to defend themlclves. Much firing of mufketry 
pafl'ed with much lofs to the afl'ailants, wlio neverthelefs twice 
attempted to break through the wicket of the gate, for want of 
better implements, with iron crows ; but were each time beaten off ; 
on which Captain Macleane fent to the army for a reinforcement of 
men and two guns ; they arrived in the evening, and the guns were 
Immediately applied, and beat open the gates. The detachment 
rufhed in without mercy, and in the firft onfet killed all they met, 
who were only Sepovs ; for the Europeans hid thcmfelvcs until the 
firing and {laughter ccafcd. A few hours after, a native brought 
intelllgen<;e, that a party of forty Europeans, with fome Sepoys, 
from the army of obfervation, were arrived within a few miles ; 
on which Captain Macleane marched out to attack them. But 
they, hearing the fort was taken, had retreated. A fmall gar- 
rilbn of Sepoys, with a few Europeans, was left to fecure the 
fort from furprize, and the army marched on towards Mafuli- 
patam, in fight of which they arrived on th'e 6th of March ; and 
the fame day received advices, that the French army under the 
command of Mr. Lally had been obliged to raife the liege of 
Madrafs.^ 
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The fort arid town of Mafulipatam are fituated beyond the reach 
of cannon-lhot afunder. The fort Bands a mile and a half from 
the fea-fhore, on the edge of a found formed partly by an inlet of 
tli£ fea, partly by drains from the circumjacent ground, and Bill 
more by a continued Bream which the river KriBna fends off about 
15 miles to the s. w. and which falls into the upper part of the 
found, very near the fort. The found has fometimes threc'fathom, 
and at others only three feet water ; and oppofite to the fort, is 500 
yards in breadth. The fouth fide of the fort extends about 600 
along the found, and 800 from thence to the north ; and its area, 
as well as form, would differ very little from a parallelo?, r un of 
thefc dimenlions, if theeaBern fide did not lie in a re-entering angle, 
which, however, is a very obtufc one. The ground along the fea 
fliore for two miles to the north and fouth of the inlet of the found, 
is a colledion of fand-hills, which extend about half a mile inland, 
when they ceafe on the border of a morafs, which furrounds the fort 
on every fide, and continues to the weB and fouth for feveral miles; and 
to the N. w. and north, there is no hard ground at lefs than a mile 
of the fort, excepting a few linall fpots of fand in the raorafs, 
which are near it to the N. E. : but to the eaB, the fand-hills along 
the fea are within 800 yards of the w’nlls. The morafs in all 
diredions is interfeded with creeks and gullies, which fall intc 
the found. 

I'he Pettah, or town of Mafulipatam, is fituated a mile and i 
half to the n. w. of the fort, -on a plot of ground rifing above the 
morafs ; acrofs which, the communication between this grounc 
and the fort is by a Braight caufeway 2000 yards in length. Th( 
town is very extenfivc, and its ground on the farther fide Bill to thi 
N. w. is bounded by another morafs, which Bretches along it fron 
the s. w. to the n. e. but is Bopped by the fand-hills of the ie 
fliore, along wdiich is the only accefs to the town on firm ground 
for both moraflcs are miry even in the drieB feafon, and were f 
now, although no rain had fallen for 40 days. 

Mr. Confians, with all his troops, excepting the few guards i 
the fort, i\'ere encamped in the Pettah for the convenience of watci 
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of which there is none in the fort but what is prcferved in cifterns. 
His ideas of remaining here extended no farther than this adv antage ; 
although, by flinging up an entrenchment acrofs the dry ground 
foom one morafs to the other, he might have flopped the Englifli 
army, to which the force with him was equal, being 500 Euro- 
peans and 2000 Sepoys, without the army of obfervation, which he 
had not recalled ; and, as foon as the Englifli army appeared, he 
retreated by the caufeway, into the fort. The troops of Anunde- 
rauze and of the Zemindar of Narfipore encamped in the pettah ; 
the Englifli on the fan-d to the North Eafl. 

The French, flnce they took pofleflion of the fort in 1751, had 
modernized the defences : the walls were mud faced with bricks as 
high as tlie parapet ; and the three fides to the wefl, north, and eafl, 
contained 1 1 angular baflions of various Qiapes and fizes ; before 
which were a pallifaded berm, and a wet 'ditch ; but no glacis. The 
front to the fouth along the found, from reliance on that defence, 
was left open. The baflion next the n. w. fronted the caufeway 
leading to the pettah : in this baflion was the gateway, and 120 yards 
of the caufeway was converted into a caponiere, which terminated 
in a flrong ravelin that fcoured along the length of the caufeway. 

No regular approaches could be made to the fort, but by an army 
ten times flronger than Colonel Forde’s ; for hitherto black troops, 
howfoever numerous, were counted for nothing in the fervice of car- 
rying on trenches. Colonel Forde therefore refolved to attack the 
fort from the fand-hills to the eafl, as the iiearefl fliot ; and by bat- 
teries detached from each other, without the communication of 
trenches, as little was to be feared from the failles of the befieged. 
The ground had the advantage, although this circumflance would 
not have determined the choice, of being nearefl to the difembarka- 
tion of the flores and heavy artillery from the Hardvvicke, which, 
with the two floops, were in the road. 

Three batteries were erected ; one in a fifliing village near the inward 
point pf the fand to the s. w. where it is bordered by the inlet of 
the fea to the South, and to the Wefl by a large creek in the morafs 
(Coming from the north. Four hundred yards to the north of this bat- 
VoL. II. Q3 q tery, 
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tery, and nearer to the edge of the lame creek, was anther : the 
third battery was at an equal diftance ido yards in the rea|‘of both. 
The battery to the north, and that to the Ibuth, had each mo .eigh- 
teen and two twenty-four pounders ; but in the fouth -were likewile 
the bombarding artillery, which were three mortars, of 1 3, nine, 
and eight inches. The battery in the center had only two twelve-^ 
pounders. 

In the Si E. angle of the fort, .clofe on 4 he found, was a, balfion 
called the Francois, of 10 guns.- For feme dhiRnce from hence to 
the north, the. want of. hard ground had obliged the rampart to re- 
cede in -a re-entering angle, in the bottom of. which -was a work in 
the form of a demi-lune, having only two faces, ^without flanks, 
which would have been necdlers,v fince . the line of the faces fufficl- 
CA^tly flanked the balHon Fran9ois on the rightj'.and that -called the 
Saint John on the left,- This work; was called^ the Dutch baftion. 
The Saint John* had eight 'guns,- and beyond it in the n; e. angle 
of the fort was the baftion called the Camelion, mounting 10 guns. 
The fouthern of the Eiiglifli' batteries fired on '-r the Fran9ois and 
Dutch baftion s ; the center on Saint John’s ; and the northern on 
the Cameleon. As foon as their pofition was decided, the garrifbn 
raifed a battery on the left fhore of< the inlet as you enter from the 
fea ; which took them all in flank ; ;but as this battery was Separated 
from the fort by the whole breadth of the found, and might be at- 
tacked in the night by the boats of the fhips, the garrifbn kept a 
eonftant guard in it of Europeans, befides Sepoys. They likewife 
ftationed a ftronger guard in the ravelin at the end of the caponiere 
on the other fide of the fort. Befides the immediate fuperiority of 
artillery ftanding on their works, the garrifbn had others in ftore, 
mounted ready to replace what might be rendered ufelefs in the courfe 
of fcrvice ; whereas the Englifh army could only reftore the lofs of 
theirs by borrowing the common guns of the Hardwickc, which were 
nine-pounders, or the Rajah’s, which were good for nothing. 

The French army of obfervatlon, as foon the Englifh pafled on- 
wards from Concalc, crofled the country to Elore, where there was 
no garrifbn to oppofe them ; and from hence went on to Rajahnxun- 
drum, where the fick of the army, in ail 25 Europeans, and 40 Sepoys, 
2 had 
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had been left under the command of Mr. Briftol, who a few days 
* before had received a large fum in gold and filver, fent from Bengal to 
Vizigapatam, and from hence to him, for the fervice of the army 
with Colonel Forde. On the approach of the enemy, Brlliol fent 
nway the treafure to Cockanarah, a Dutch fettlement on the coafl ; 
and as foon as they appeared on the river, ordered all fuch of his men 
as were capable of the fatigue to go away, and endeavour to gain Vi- 
zagapatam. The enemy marched two days onwards from Rajamun- 
drum, giving out that they intended to take Vizianagarum, the ca- 
pital of Anunderauze, as well as the Englifli fort at Vizagapatam ; 
but their views were only to extort money from the chiefs and ren- 
ters, by the feverities they exercifed in the country. However, find- 
ing they could not colle< 3 : as much as they fpent, they returned, and 
direiSled their march to meet the army of Salabadjing. The daily 
news of their motions terrified the Rajah whh apprehenfions for his 
countries, and no perfuafions could induce him to advance eicher his 
credit or money : none remained in the military cheft : Colonel 
Forde had borrowed all that the officers under his command had re- 
alized from the fpoils of the campaign, and had even ufed the prize- 
money of the troops, and the interpofition of the French army of 
obfervation precluded the hopes of receiving what had been fent to 
Mr. Briftol ; and by this time, every foldier in the army had per- 
ceived the obftacles which muft be furmounted, to reduce tlie 
fort ; which exafperated the fenfe of their dlftrefl'es. In thefe 
agitations, the whole line of Europeans turned out on the 19th, 
with their arms, and threatened to march away. Colonel Forde, 
with much difficulty, prevailed on them to return to their tents, and 
to depute one or two to explain their complaints. The deputies de- 
clared, that all were refolved not to ferve the fiege, unlefs they were 
immediately paid the amount of the prize-money already due to them, 
and were afliired of the whole booty, in cafe Mafulipatam fhould be 
taken. According to the Company’s regulations, authorized by the*. 
Crown, the troops in India are only intltled to one half of what is 
taken in the forts they reduce ; the other half is referved to the 
Company. Colonel Forde promifed to pay them their prize-money, 
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out of the very firft he fliould receive ; and, as he could not break 
through the regulation, affured them he would folicit the Company, 
by a reprefentation of their hardfhips and fervices,. to give up their 
Ihare of what might be taken in Mafulipatam ; of which, he fhould 
retain the amount, until their determination was known. Thefe 
promifes appeafed them ; and they returned to their duty with their 
nfual ardour. Neverthelefs the. batteries-were not compleated till the 
25th, 1 8 days after the arrival of the army, during which the foi'-t had 
kept a conftant fire, which had only killed five men. 

Salabadjing, as he approached, fent forward letters and mef- 
fengers, commanding Anunderauze and the. Zemindars who had 
joined the Englifh,. to quit them, and- repair immediately, as vaf- 
fals to his ftandard.. On the 27th, advices were received in the 
camp, that his army was arrived at Bezoara on the Kriftna, 40 miles 
from Mafulipatam ; and the fame day came reports, that the French 
army of obfervation had retaken Rajahmundrum. 

The Rajah, who had for fome days been faultering, was now fa 
terrified^ that he marched away with all his forces the fame night, 
without giving any warning, intending to regain his own country 
on the other fide of the Godaveri ; and, notwithftanding the dilato- 
rinefs of his former motions^'lie on this occafion advanced 1 6 miles, 
before day-break. Colonel Forde fent meflengers after him, re- 
prefenting the abfurdity of his condufl, in thinking to efcape the 
numerous cavalry of Salabadjing on the one hand, and the French 
army of obfervation, who were towards Rajahmundrum, on the 
other ; whereas, by remaining with the Englifh troops, his retreat 
would be affured, and the reduftioii of Mafulipatam, even now not; 
imprafticable. The plain good fenfe of this advice brought him back, 
with his army to the Pettah. Colonel Forde, although, with little 
hopes, would not neglect the only means in his power of amufing 
Salabadjing from advancing to the relief of Mafulipatam, and requeft- 
ed his permiflion to fend a deputy to treat, profefling no other in-, 
tention than to take poffeffion of the French garrifons and fadories, 
©n.the coaft, without affuming the authority they ^had held in the. 
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inland coruntries. Salabadjing conlented to receive the deputy, and 
Mr. Johnftone was fent to his camp on the ift of April. 

The three batteries continued a hot fire from the 25th of March 
to the 4th of April. On the 5th, the weather, which had hitherto 
been gentle, chiuiged to a hard gale of wind, with thunder, lightning, 
and immenfe rain, which brought in the fouthern monfoon, with 
the return' of fair weather on the 6th. In the evening the artillery 
officers reported, that there was no more than two day*s ammu- 
nition left for the forvice of the batteries. Intelligence was likewife 
received, that Salabadjing was advancing from Bezoara, and that the 
French army of obfervation, which he had invited, were very near 
his. It was now no longer poffible for the Englilh army to retreat 
the long way they had come, as the whole garrifon of Mafulipatam' 
and the army of obfervation would join the Subah’s in the purfuit. 
However, the camp might embark ; for thp Ihore at Mafulipatam 
is ftill, and the only part on the coafi: of Coromandel, on which 
the fea does not beat with a ftrong furf. But Colonel Forde 
regarded this mode of retreat as intolerable difgrace, and refolved 
to ftorm the fort ; judging, moreover, that the garrifon would 
not fulpefl: the attempt at the very time when the excefs of the 
rain had rendered, the approach over the morafs much lefs prafli- 
cable than before. He accordingly ordered the fire of the batteries 
to be kept up with double vivacity through the next day, and all 
the troops to be under arms at ten at night. 

The ditch of the fort, at the ebb of the tide, which would hap- 
pen at midnight, has only three feet water, arxi having no glacis, 
nothing prevented the immediate accefs. Notwlthfianding the gar- 
rifon had conftantly repaired in the night the damages of the day, 
the hot and continued firing of this day had ruined the baftlons fuf- 
ficiently to mount ; and each of the three had been equally fired upon, 
to confound the enemy’s guefs of the aflault. As no outworks ob- 
ftrufled a full view of the body of the place, it was feen from the 
batteries, that the two baftions upon the found on the extremities of 
the fort to the s. w. and the s. e. were in barbette, that is, without 
embrafures and merlons, but with a parapet low enough for cannon 
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to fire over, which is rarely four feet high. . J'rom the s. w. beOltioi), 
which was named St. Michaers, to the. next on ifiie.w. *called>the 
Saline, the exterior ground was a. miry.iwamp of mud, -/in which 
the ditch that furrouiided the reft -of the ‘fort, could not haw been 
continued, but at great expence and ' labour, and was deft . in. this 
ftate, becaufe ^uppofed of more difficult paffage than- the ditch itfelf. 
Some days before a black fervant of Captain Yorkers, who had lately 
' lived in Mafulipatam, ; told him that he had fometimes Yecn the 
natives employed in the fort wade over the quagmire between the 
twobaftions : arid on this intelligence. Colonel {Forde had permitted 
Captsun Yorke and Knox to examine this pafl^e^ they took :ioo 
SepoyA, and placing them in . different parties behind one another 
to fupport their retreat, went on . at midnight, properly clad to 
the fkin, in order to refemblc black- men naked, and entered the 
,, quagmire, which they paffed half over, and found it not above knee 
deep, but the mud very tenacious ; they, returned undifeovered, and 
< their report determined Colonel Forde to try an attack on this quar- 
: ter at the. fame time as the main aflault ; which at leaft would dif» 
Jtra<ft the enemy’s . attention. In the lame intention the country 
f troops' belonging to the Rajah %vere to march along the cauleway 
over the morafs, and on each fide of it, and to Ikirmifh againft the 
ravelin in front of the gateway. 

The battalion of Europeans, reinforced with 30 failors from the 
Hardwicke, all the artillery- men, and half the Sepoys, were allotted 
,for the real attack, which was to be made on the baftion called the 
Camelion in the n. e. angle of the fort. Their whole number wls 
.346 Europeans, rank and file; the Sepoy.s amounted to 1400,; of 
which the other half were allotted to the falfe attack under 
the command of Captain Knox. Each of , the three attacks was 
to be ready on th^r refpeftive ground before riddnight;; -when, 
as 'foon as the falfe attack commenced on the weft fido, -the real, 
and the Rajah’s were likewife to begin. As no counter-attempt 
was apprehended, the guard of the camp was left to fbn>e of 
•the Rajah’s troops. The attack with Captain Knox having farther 
to go, marched off firft ; the main attack was in three divifions, of 
vvliich the Europeans formed two, and the Sepoys the laft ; 
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but when they were to move, Captain Callender, who by rank 
was to lead the fiHl divifion of Europeans, was not to be found ; 
smd after much fearch and enquiry, the troops proceeded without 
him, croffing the morafs from the dry ground of fand direftly oppo- 
fite to the Cameleon, the baftion they were to florm. In the way 
they were joined by the gunnets crofling the morafs likewife from 
the batteriesj which for fear of furprize they did not quit until the 
lift moment. But before the troops arrived at the ditch, they heard the 
firing of Knoxes attack, which neverthelefs had only begun at the ap- 
pointed time ; on which all marched as fall as they could, as before 
up to the knees in mirei and in croffing the ditch, up to the middle 
in wates* and mud; Here they were difeovered juft before they got 
to the pallifade on the berm; and whilfVthe firft divifion, commanded 
by Captain Fifcher, were tearing it up, which took feveral minutes, 
the enemy gathered on the breach, and began likewife to fire cannon 
and mufketry from the next baftions, the Saint John’s on the right, 
and that called the fmall-gate on the left. The oppofition only en- 
creafed the ardour of the affaiiants, and whilft the firft divifion of ' 
Europeans with Fifcher were gaining the breach, the fecond, com- 
manded by Captain Yorke, fired up againft St. John’s, and the di- 
vifion of Sepoys led by Captain Macleane againft the fmall gate. 
Several were killed before Fifcher’s divifion had mounted, and got 
poffeffion of the Cameleon ; when, having waited until Yorke’s came 
up, they turned and advanced along the rampart to the left, to 
get pofleffion of the fmall gate. There was a handy gun, with 
its ammunition, on the Cameleon, which Captain Yorke, on the 
fuggeftion of Captain Moran, who difeovered it, ordered the gun- 
ners to turn and fire along the rampart towards the found, and in 
the mean time prepared his divifion to follow the fame diredlion, as 
foon as a number of Sepoys fufficient to maintain the baftion were 
come up the breach ; but, juft as he was fettiug off, he perceived 
a line of Sepoys coming along in the way below, betw^een the foot 
of the rampart and the buildings of the town: they W’ere fent to 
reinforce the Cameleon from the arfonal near the found, where 
Mr. Conflans continued waiting the event with the grenadier com- 
pany and other troops. Yorke immediately ran down, and feiz- 
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iag the French officer at the head of the Sepoys, hid l>U3a order them 
to lay down their arms and furrender, ^yhich they obeyed with little 
reluftance, and were font up to the *bafi;ioi>, Yorke, having ob- 
ferved that the way below was free from interruption, and much 
broader than the rampart above, refolved to march along it, to get 
pofleliioii of the reft of the defences allotted to his attack ; his divi- 
fion accordingly came down, excepting a few left with the prifo" 
ners, and the artillery-men with the gun. The guard of the next 
baftion, St. John’s, had fheltered themfeives within the angles, from 
the intilade of the gun ; they were 20 Europeans, and more Se- 
poys, who, as foon as Yorke’s diviiion came under the baftion, ad- 
vanced to the edge of the rampart, fired down upon them, which 
killed feveral and wounded more, and then cried out, that they 
would furrender. Captain Yorke generoufly fpared the return of their 
fire : their arms were gathered, and they were conducted by a party 
to the Cameleon, where the Sepoys were in referve, who reinforced 
the party, which was pofted to fecure the St. John’s. The di- 
vifion then marched on, and when under the Dutch baftion, re- 
ceived the fire of the guard, fcattered indeed, but with equal iniquity 
followed by the immediate offer of furrender, which was accepted 
with the lame humanity as before, and the baftion and men fecured 
by parties from the diviffon, and the referve. Thefe interruptions 
had allowed the diviffon time to think and expe( 5 l more, and many 
fliewed much unwillingnefs to go on ; for darknefs covers fhame ; 
however, they yielded to the threats and exhortations of Captain 
Yorke ; but had not advanced many paces beyond the Dutch baftion, 
before they pafled a fmall brick building clofe to the rampart, which 
curioffty led fome to examine. It was an expenfe magazine of 
ammunition, and one unluckily cried out, a mine : this word 
ftruck the whole diviffon with terror, and all inftantly ran back 
to the Cameleon (the officers accompanying to reclaim them), and 
Captain Yorke, who marched at the head, was left alone, with only 
two drummers, who were black boys, beating the grenadiers march, 
which they continued, but in vain, for none rejoined ; on which 
Captain Yorke went back, and found all his men in much coufufion 
4 at 
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at the baftion, (bme even propofing to go out of the breach and 
quit the fort. Severity was inftantly ncceflary, and Captain Yorke, 
as foon as on the baftion, threatened to put the firft man to death 
who offered to come near the breach ; on which fome of the fol- 
diers who had ferved with him in Adlercron’s regiment, and en- 
liffed in the Company’s fervice, cried out that their commander 
was ill ufed, and offered to follow him wherefoever he pleafed ; 
their number immediately encreafcd to 36, with whom he marched 
off, leaving the reft to follow, as the officers could bring them 
on. The length of this interruption, joined to the preceding, had 
given the French officer at the next baftion, the Francois, which 
ftands on the edge of the found, time to get down a gun loaded 
with grape-fhot and to point it up the way the party was coming ; 
it fired when they were within a few yards, and with great exe- 
cution, killing feveral and wounding fixteen. Captain Yorke fell, 
with a ball through each of his thighs, and each of the black 
drummers was killed dead at his fide. This havock, however, 
did not difcourage the reft from bringing off their Captain, 
whom they carried to the Cameleon ; and the guards, pofted 
in the St. Jean and Dutch baftions, not difmayed, kept their ground, 
waiting the event.’* 

During thefe efforts of the left divifion, the right, commanded 
by Captain Fifcher, was advancing from the Cameleon to the right, 
but along the rampai't. The next, which is the fmall gate, was 
not in complete repair ; and the Sepoys with Macleane were at- 
tempting to fcramble up it, which, with the approach of Flfcher’s 
divifion, drove the guard away to the next baftion, called the 
Church-yard, from which they fired continually, but without order, 
as the divifion approached ; and when near, alked quarter, which was 

Colonel Forde continued with the referve on the baftion of St. 
Jean, ifluing the neceflary orders, according to the reports from botli 
divifions. The prifoners as faft as taken were brought to him tlierc, 
and he fent them, as they came, down the breach, into the ditcli, 
where they were guarded as well as the night permitted by a proper 
Von. II. R r r number 
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number of Sepoys, threatening at the point of bayonet to kill the 
firft that moved ; but very few of them ventured any difturbance. 
The Rajah’s troops had for fome time begun their attack on the 
ravelin on the cauleway, and, if nothing more, with all the din and 
clamour they could make ; but the lire of the falfe attack with Cap- 
tain Knox continually dlminiflied ; as having begun earlier, they 
had expended nioft of their ammunition, although, finding the ene- 
my prepared in this quarter, they only fired acrofs without ven- 
turing to pais the quagmire. However, this attack kept fome of the 
garrilbn from the more material fervice againfi: the real, and the Ra- 
jah’s prevented the guard at the ravelin from returning into the tort, 
which they ought to have done, as being of little ufe without the 
w^alls, whillb the body of the place was in inftant danger. But the 
reparation of the main attack into two divifions, confounded the 
defence much more than the attacks without. Mr. Conflans, not 
knowing what to do, kept at his houfe near the Sound, continually 
receiving meflages magnifying the danger, and fending orders which 
new reports continually induced him to contradidf. 

The parade of the fort was under the baftion of the great gate, 
and as this Is the ufual place of rendezvous on alarm, mofi: of the 
troops and officers who remained willing to continue the defence, 
whether driven from their polls, or wanting immediate orders, re- 
paired hither, and had joined the guard of the ballion above, before 
Fifeher’s divilion w^as ready to advance from that of the church-yard. 
Near loo were aflembled, but their fire was ill diredled, beginning 
too early, before the divifion was fufficiently near, which pre- 
ferved theirs, and only giving that of the firll platoon, rulhed on, 
and foon cleared the baflion. Fifcher immediately fent down to fecure 
the gate below, which Ihut out the troops on the ravelin, and prevent- 
ed the efcape of any from within. Whilll the divifion was getting 
into order to proceed again, appeared Captain Callender, no one knew 
from whence, and taking the command, marched at their head to- 
wards the next ballion, called the Pettah, from which came fcatter- 
ing Ihot, fcarccly more than one at a time, and the lall that drop- 
ped, Ihot Callender dead ; immediately after which the fire of the 
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garrifon in all other parts of the fort ceafed, and foon after came a 
meflage from Colonel Forde, ordering Fifcher’s divifion to ceafe like- 
wife, as Mr. Conflans had furrendered. He had feiit a meflage to 
Colonel Forde, offering to capitulate on honourable terms ; to wlilch 
Forde anfwered, that he would give none, but at difcretion, nor 
even this, but would put every man to the fword, if the leafl; re- 
fiflance continued from any part of the garrifon, and all did not 
immediately furrender themfelves prifoners. 

On the return of the officer, Mr. Conflans fent orders round for 
the troops to quit their arms, and repair to his quarters at the 
arfenal, which is a fpacious enclofure. As foon as all was quiet, the 
Englifh troops aflembled on the parade, under the baftion of the 
o-ateway; and loo Europeans, with two guns,‘‘ and two companies 
of Sepoys, were detached to remain on guard over the prifoners 
until the morning ; when, whatfoever troops were at the ravelin, 
and the battery at the inlet, and had not efcaped, came into the fort, 
to become prifoners with the reft of the garrifon. The whole number 
exceeded thofe to wliom they had furrendered, being 500 Europeans, 
of whom 100 were either officers or inhabitants of better condition, 
and 2537 either Coffrees, Topafles, or Sepoys. Of the aflailants, 
22 Europtans were killed, amongft them the Captains Callender and 
Mollitore, and 62 wounded. The Sepoys, who behaved with equal 
gallantry as the Europeans, as well in the real, as at the falfe attacks, 
had about 50 killed, and 150 wounded. The Rajah’s people like- 
wife fuffered more than was expe^ed from them ; but nothing in 
proportion to the Englifh troops.' The fort was furnifhed with 1 20 
pieces of cannon, and abundance of military ftores. The plunder 
of other effetfls was likewlfe valuable ; and all timt w as not mer- 
chandize was given back to the prifoners ; half the reft was divided 
amongft the Englifh army, and the other half refcrwxl for them 
according to the promife they had received. 

The improbability of the attempt was the principal caiife of its 
fuccefs, for the garrifon from the beginning had regarded the liege 
with mockery, and, being in dally expeftion of the arrival of a body 
of troops which were coming by fea from Pondicherry, had con- 
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certed, that the army of obfervatioii , joined by this reinforcement, 
and a great detachment, if not the whole of Salabadjing’s army, 
(hould then furround and attack the Englifh army, which they re- 
prefented to themfelves as involved in impending and inevitable de- 
il:ru£l:lon ; and indeed, if thefe efforts had been made by Salabadjing’s 
army, and the French troops abroad, without waiting for the rein- 
forcement, the Englifh army could not have kept their ground, fince 
the Rajah, with all his troops, would certainly have run away, and 
the enemy’s horfe, amongft whom were many Morattoes, would 
have cut off all provifions, and harraffed every motion : nor could 
they have made the embarkation, to efcape by fea, without abandon- 
ing all the ftores and artillery. 

The miniflry of Salabadjing were therefore not more furprized, 
than vexed, at the lofs of the place, becaufe, confcious that it might 
have been prevented by the aftivity they had neglected to exert. 
They held councils with the French commander of the army of ob- 
fervation, and determined ftill to wait for the reinforcement ; when 
they expelled at leafl to reduce the Englifh to compound for their 
retreat by the furrender of Mafulipatam. The Rajah Anunderauze, 
divining what might happen, propofed to return to his own country, 
as fbon as the place was taken ; and C':>lonel Forde, from utter 
contempt of his chara(£l:er, made no objedions to his departure ; he 
marched away with all the Indian forces on tlie 12th, to regain the 
Godaveri ; and, by hafty marches, was, in two days, out of the 
reach of purfuit. 

Early in the morning of the 15th appeared two fhips, ftanding 
into the road, under French colours. The commander of the 
Hardwicke, Samfon, was alhore embarking prifbners, of whom 
he had already received 40 on board : but his brother, who w'as the 
chief mate, immediately weighed, and got to windward of the 
ftrange fhips ; on which, the largeft anchored in the road, as did the 
Hardwicke at a diftance ; but the other ftill plying up, the Hard- 
wicke weighed again, as did the largeft fhlp, and the wind having 
changed, both of the enemy’s bore down, with a fair fail : in the 
mean time, Captain Samfon, with eight gunners lent from the army, 

got 
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got on board, and determining not to run, before he had tried the 
ftrength of the {hips, waited to exchange a broadfide, which difeover- 
ing them to be {footer than hi$ own, he again hauled the wind, and 
working rriore dexteroufly got again out of their reach, but con- 
tinued in the offing. The two French {hips anchored again in the 
road, and in the night fent a catamaran, which they had brought 
with them, on Ihore, with letters to Mr. Conflans, fignifying, that 
they were the Harlem and Briftol from Pondicherry, with 30a 
troops Europeans and Topafles, befides the crews : they were the aid 
of which advices had been received before. No anfwer being re- 
turned, they fufpedted the lofs of the place, and early the next morn- 
ing {food out again after the Hardwicke, which bore away for 
Bengal, and before noon all three were out of fight. 

The army of Salabadjing was at this tim^ within 1 5 miles of 
Mafullpatam ; and imagining, that the French (hips would return 
to land the troops, fent forward all the Morattoes towards the fiiore. 
Colonel Forde, notwithftanding the great number of prifoners which 
were to be guarded, divided his force, and, leaving half in the fort to 
take care of them, encamped with the other on the ground he had 
occupied before. This countenance kept the Morattoes out of can- 
non-lhot, but they burnt and flew all around for feveral days ; when 
Salabadjing, feeing no probability of retaking Mafullpatam, began 
to treat in earnefl: ; and Colonel Forde went to his camp, and was re- 
ceived with much attention. 

But another motive of equal weight concurred to induce this 
change in Salabadjing’s difpofition towards the Engllfli. Some ac- 
count of the afl'aflination of Mr. Bufly’s Duan, and of Nlzamally’s 
flight to Brampour, had reached Bengal before the departure of the 
prefent expedition ; and Clive, judging that the atrocity of the in- 
jury which Nizamally had committed would carry his deteftation 
of the French nation beyond the reach or wifli of reconciliation,, 
wrote letters to him, requefting his afliftance to the army with 
Colonel Forde in exterminating the French out of the provinces they 
had dlfmembered from the fovereignty of the Decan. Colonel Forde 
difpatched thefe letters, with his own to the lame purport, and Ni- 
I zamally 


491 

ApriL 



492 


A fay. 


The War of Coromandel. Book XL 

zamally hadreceiwd them; whether they contributed to influence his 
immediate operations we are uncertain ; but as foon as he was certi- 
fied that Salabadjing was marching againfl: the Englifh army to 
Mafulipatam, he took the field with his own from Aurengabad, 
advancing towards Hyderabad, and giving out, that he intended to 
reform the adminlftration. The news of his intentions, which pre- 
ceded the advices of his march, alarmed Salabadjing for the prefor- 
vation of Hyderabad itfelf, and made him not only anxious to return 
thither as foon as pofiible, but defirous of being accompanied by a 
body of Englifh troops ; fearing, that if he entertained the French 
army of obfervation, all reconciliation with his brother Nizamally 
would be precluded. Neverthelefs the influence which the com- 
mander of thefe troops had gained over his brother BaflTalutjung, 
who managed the moft important affairs of the government, de- 
layed the execution of his treaty witli Colonel Forde until the 1 2th 
of May, on which day it was figned, and delivered. 

The treaty confifted of four articles. By the firft ; The whole 
territory dependant on Mafulipatam, with eight difl:ri( 5 ls, as well 
as the jurlfdi<Slion over the territory of Nizamapatam, with the 
diflriefts of Codaver and Wacalmannar, were granted to the Englifh 
without the referve of fine or military fei vice. By the fecond article, 
Salabadjing promifed to oblige the French troops, meaning the army 
of obfervation, to pafs the Kriftna in 1 5 days ; nor, in future, to 
permit the nation to have any fettlement in the country of the Decan, 
which this treaty defines to be bounded on the fouth, by the Kriflna ; 
nor to entertain any French troops in his fervice, nor to give them 
affiftance, or ever call them again to his own. By the third, he 
promifed not to call Anunderauze to account for whatfoever he had 
collefted out of the governments belonging to the French, nor for 
the tributes of his own countries for the prefent year ; but he was 
hereafter to pay the fame for them as had been paid by Vizeram- 
rauze, and the father of Vizeramrauze. If Anunderauze failed in 
this ftipulation, Salabadjing was left free to treat him as he pleafed : 
but in all cafes was neither to affift, or give proteillon to the 
enemies of the Englifh ; and by the 4th article, the Englifh engage 
neither to affift, or give protedion to his. The territory ceded to 
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the company extended 8o miles along the fea, and 20 inland, and 
the revenues amounted to 400,000 rupees a year, 

As foon as the treaty was figned, Salabadjing offered Colonel 
Forde a diftridt near Mafulipatam, as a jaghlre or penfion for him- 
I’elf, if he would accompany him with part of the Englilh troops 
againft hiS brother Nizamally. Colonel Forde, with as much 
earneffnefs, requefted his affiftance to take or deftroy the French army 
of obfervation, who were encamped in the neighbourhood, avowedly 
under the protection of Baffaulet Jung. Neither fide had the leaft 
inclination to gratify the other, and Salabadjing on the i8th 
marched away in much difguft with the Englilh, to whom he had 
confirmed, without any reciprocal benefit, the moll; advantageous 
acquifition of its extent, they could wilh to gain, with the view of 
maintaining, on the whole coall of Coromancfel from Ganjam to 
Cape Comorin. The body of French troops crofled the Kriftna, 
but marched to the weftward, in confequence of affurances front 
Baffaulet Jung to take them into his fervice, when he Ihould x*eturn 
from Hyderabad to his own government of Adoni, The Prefix 
dency of Madrafs confidered Mafulipatam as dependant on their au- 
thority, and appointed Mr. Andrews, with a council, to manage 
the revenue and trade : and Colonel Forde remained there with the 
troops, in expectation of orders for his future proceedings from, the 
Prefidency of Bengal. 
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Mr. Lally, with the French army, was in full march after the 
EnglKh, when he received the news at Trivatore that they had taken 
Conjeveram, on which he halted ; but fent forward the partizan Lam- 
bert, with the body of troops he commanded apart from the army,, 
who polled themlelves feven miles from the Englilh, in the road to 
Arcot, in order to prevent the incurlions of their cavalry into thole 
dillriCls ; but the Englilh army had no intention to ravage a country 
they intended to recover. Lambert’s party confilled of 300 either 
Topafles or Europeans, unfit for the regular battalions, about 700 
Sepoys, and 200 horle. They had been detached whilfl the two ■ 
armies fome time before were facing one another at Conjeveram, to 
retaliate on Kiftnarow, the Killidar of Thiagar, the ravages he 
2 had 
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liad committed in the adjacencies of Pondicheny, and to retake the 
forts which he and Mahomed Iflbof had reduced whilft the French 
■army were preparing on tlie other fide of the Paliar^ to attack 
Madrafs. In the middle of March, he fet down before Elavana- 
fore, which Klftnarow, leaving his rock of Thiagar, refolved to 
defend in perfon; continual fkirniiflies paffed between them for 
ten days, when Lambert, feeing no probability of taking the 
place with battering cannon, of which he had nine, marched 
awav, and fet down before Trivatore ; where likewife were fome 
Sepovs left by Mahomed lifoof, and fome of Kiftnarow’s, who were 
very near furrendering, when Lambert, with his whole detach- 
ment, was recalled to the main army ; which on the 1 9th advanced 
to Covrepauk, where they took up their quarters, ftill keeping 
Lambert’s party between them and the Englifh, which continued 
at Conjeveram, and threw up redoubts in their front, and on their 
flanks. 

Soon after the detachment of Gopaulrow’s Morattoes had taken 
poflefiion of Tripetti, he received orders from Balagerow at Poni, 
to return and join him there without delay ; left he Ihould be 
flopped by the floods of the Kriftna, which fwells in May. He ac- 
cordingly recalled all his parties, excepting a final 1 detachment 
left to guard Tripetti, under the command of an officer named 
Narrain Sauftry, and the main body marched away from the pafles 
of Damalcherri, in the beginning of April. At the fame time, 
Abdulwahab, the Nabob’s brother, was permitted to return, with 
his troops, to Chandergerry ; from whence he fent them againft 
Tripetty, of which they got poflefiion after a flight refiftance : 
he then requefted the Prefidency to grant him the farm of the pa- 
goda ; but as his rank exempted him from controul, the Prefi- 
dency let it to the fame renters as were holding it when taken by 
the French, by whom they had likewife been continued in the 
management. 

Three companies of Sepoys fent from Tritchinopoly joined Kiftna- 
row foon after Lambert’s party was recalled from the fouth, with whom 
and his own troops Kiftnarow immediately took the field again, and 
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ravaged as far asTrivadi, within 14 miles of Poiidlchcrry, and 
from thence to Cuddnlore, where, fince the redu£llou of Fort St. 
David, the French kept a garrifon. Some bad troops were fent 
from both, and the adjacent diflrlcts, to oppofe him, and havlnp^- 
amongfl: them 30 Europeans, and he none, excepting the ferjeants 
of the Sepoys, the enemy attacked him with conhdence, and wen^ 
decilively beaten. Ten of their Europeans, and a great number of 
their country troops, were killed. Of the Englilh Sepoys 30, and 
nine of Kiftnarow’s people ; but the enemy left behind them 
three pieces of cannon, a tumbril, and 30 barrels of ammunition, 
which he carried away in triumph to Thiagar ; and from thence 
fent back the Englifh Sepoys to Trltchlnopoly. This fuccefs was 
gained in the beginning of May. * 

A few days after the redinflion of Conjeveram, intelligence was 
received, that the garrifon of Sepoys at Palamcotah, in the country 
of Tinivelly, had ventured to Hand an engagement in tlie held 
againft Maphuze Khan and the Pulltaver, joined by nroft of tlieotlicr 
Polygars, and, although the enemy quitted the field, fo many of 
the Sepoys were killed and wounded, that the garrifon could no 
longer appear out of the fort. It had before been refolvcd to fend 
Mahomed Iflbof into the fouthern countries, as foon as the ai mv in 
the field could be dimlnifhed without rifque ; of which, the caution 
of the French army at Covrepauk to avoid even the chance of Ikir- 
mifhes, and the departure of the Morattoes with Gopanlrow, wh.o 
might have joined them, no longer left any apprehenfions. The 
troops of Tanjore and Tondlman were therefore ordered to return, 
with Mahomed Woof’s detacliment, and the whole body were to pafs 
by Vicravandi and Trivadi, in order to afiifi; Kilfnarow in ravaging 
the Freiich dlfi:rl(£l;s in the way. I'hey fet out together on the 26rh 
of April : the detachment with Mahomed Woof was fix companies 
of Sepoys, 60 of the horfc, and fix of the European gunners lie 
brought with him, and two field-pieces : the Tanjorines were 300 
horfe, and Tondiman’s troops 250, with 1100 colleries. After the 
firft day’s march, the troops of Tanjore and Tondiman declared 
they would not expofe themfclves to the rifque of palling through 
VoL II. S s s the 
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the enemy*'s diftri^ls, nor 6f ’croffing the Colci'don near thfenh. Ma- 
homed Iflbof, impatient to arrive at his dcd:ination, yielded to, if 
he did not fugged, their repugnance, and confented to gO the way 
they chofe. Accordingly, they all quitted the freight rOad to the 
fbuth, and driklng to the wed, pafled by Amee, and entered the 
mountains about nine miles fouth of Velore ; then continuing 
along the Valley of Vanlambady, they came out at another pafs 
near Tricalore, and burning feven or eight villages under that fort 
which were held by the French renters, they arrived at Thiagar 
on the 8th of May, where Kiftnarow was returned from his ex- 
curfion toTrlvadi. The Tanjorincs ahd Tondimans, thinking the 
reft of the country /rom Thiagar fife, proceeded home more like 
travellers than troops : hut Mahomed Ifloof ’'s del-achment marched 
on in regular order to Trltchinopoh^, where they arrived on the 
14th ; and, on the i6tb, having taken leave of the Nabob, he coi^- 
tlnued his march to Madura. 

Nothing could teftify more confidence than the difmifiaon of 
fuch a number of troops in the face of the enemy. Their dlftrefles 
for every kind of fupply, and for want even of their pay, after they 
arrived at Covrepauk, deterred Mr. Lally from trufting their good- 
will in action, until he could fatisfy their complaints. For this 
purpofe, he went to Arcot, and, Favlng dete< 5 ted various frauds in 
the management of the Amuldar or renter, who fimned the dlftt lcls, 
fined him 40,000 rupees ; and he received '0,000 from Mortizally 
of Velore, with the promife of fome provifions, to refrain from 
molefting his domain. But before he had procured thefc aids, he 
received news, that the Englilh fqundron, confifting of nine fall of 
the line, and three frigatJes, had arrived on the 28th of April at 
Negapatam, from Bombay. Their appearance, whilft the French 
army was at fuch a dlftance, alarmed tiie garrifon at Karical, and 
even Pondicheriy itfelf; but not Mr. 1 . ally, who, on the contrary,, 
thought it requifite to fhew better countenance, and, having latis- 
fied immediate wants with the money he had obtained, marchctl 
on the 6fh of May with the whole army from Covrepauk, atul en- 
camped 
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camped the next day at Balchitty’s Choultry, feven miles to the 
weft of Conjeve^’am. The fituation they chofe was ftrong, and 
the country being quite level, the advanced guards of the two 
armies were in fight of each other. 

An exchange of prifoners had been fome time before agreed on, 
and loo of thofe taken at Fort. St. David arrived at Chinglapett 
from Ppndicherry on the 6th, which enabled the prefidency of Ma- 
drafs to reinforce their army with that number, although of other 
Europeans ; but the French could not immediately receive an equal 
advantage, becaufe their prifoners were releafed from Tritchlnopoly, 
and had to march from thence to Pondicherry. Colonel Brereton fell 
at this time dangeroufly ill, and with much regret was obliged to be 
carried into Madrafs, when the commaned devolved to Colonel Mon- 
fon, the next officer in the king’s regiment, who immediately made 
preparations, and on three fucceffive days, from the 1 2th to the 
15th, drew the army out of the lines, offering the enemy battle in 
the plain ; but the ground of their encampment was too ftrong to 
be attacked by an equal force. By this time, tlie refourccs of money 
and provifions which Mr. I>ally had lately procured were nearly ex- 
haufted, and tlie foldiery renewed their complaints, which moft of 
the officers, from perfonal hatred to hlmfelf, were little folicltous 
to reprefs. Knowing their difeontent, he would not venture the 
battle he otherwife wiflaed, (for he was ahyays brave and impetuous, 
and had 2000 Europeans in the field,) before he had tried how far 
their prejudices might influence their duty : and made feveral mo- 
tions, tending to no great confequence, which convinced him, that, 
in their prefent mood, they would not fight with ardour under his 
command. Tlie Englifli army, ignorant of the motives, were much 
furpri/.ed to fee the whole of the French quitting their encamp- 
ment on the 15th, and in March towards I'rivatore. From hence 
they were dlfpofed into diflerent cantonments. Parties were fent to 
Arcot, Covrepauk, and Carangoly, 200 Europeans to Chittnpet, 400 
with the field artillery to Vandiwafti ; 1200, with 100 European 
horfe, marched to Pondicherry, whither Mr. Lally likewife went, 
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refoved not to meet the Englifh again in force, until the arrival of 
the French fquadron, which was daily expelled with reinforcements. 
On the 28th, the Engiilh army was diftributed into cantonments 
at Chinglapett, Conjeveram, Tri-Pcrmadorc, and Muflewack, which, 
with the forts of Pondamalee and Tripaflbre, formed a barrier from 
the river Paliar to Pulicate. The French had fome time before 
"withdrawn their troops from Sadrafs, and reftored the fort and town 
to the Dutch. 

Thus ended tliis campaign, after it had lafted 100 days, during 
which of 8 or t 0,000 men in arms, not five were killed. But the 
principal object of both Tides was to protect their refpedtlve territory, 
and not to rlfque an engagement without pofitlve advantage, which 
r cither gave. 

Mr. Lally carried with him to Pondichery more refentment than 
ever agalnlt the governor, the council, and all who were employed 
in the civil adininldratlon of the company’s aftalrs ; Imputing to 
their malverfatlons all the obftaclcs and impediments which ob- 
Itructed the fucccTs of his arms. The council, he alledged, received 
prcTciits from the renters of all the diftridts, who, emboldened by 
tiie knowledge of their peculations, continually evaded the regular 
payments, or Iniifted on remlliions in the terms of their leafes : and 
whllft the public treafury was thus difappointed or defrauded of its 
incomes, its llTues he ln(lfted were fquandered wltli equal prodiga- 
lity, becaufe the council and their dependants held lhares in all the 
fupplles for the public fervicc, whether in the camp or city. Some- 
thing of thefe accufatlons might be true ; but Mr. De Leyrlt, the 
governor, was a man of diftinguilhed moderation and equity ; and 
other members of the council were likewife men of worth, fuperior 
to fuch praflices ; but all who were not, fheltered their own cha- 
railers under the public dlfoelief of the calumnies agalnft thofe who 
were gulltlefs of the delinquencies Imputed to them : and all know- 
ing Mr. Tally’s averfion to Mr. Bufly, who had remained ill at 
Pondicherry fince the liege of Madrafs, paid particular court to his 
perfon and chara<^ler, and continually exprefled their regrets at the 
indiferetion of the miniftry in France appointing Mr. Tally to the 
2 fupremc 
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fupreme command in India, when they had it in their power to 

have employed an officer of fuch approved and fuccefsful fervices as 
Mr, Bully. 

As loon as the main body of the Frencli army arrived at Pondi- 
cherry, 6o Europeans were fent to Karical ; againft which place 
from its dillance and fituation on the Iba-lhore, although a regular 
fortification, Mr. Lally always apprehended a defcent from the Eng- 
hfli fquadron. Another party was prepared to attack Killnarow 
whofe ravages had greatly impaired the revenues expefted from the 
adjacent dillrids ; but did not take the field until the 24th, which 
gave time to Captain Jofeph Smith, at Tritchlnopoly, to fend three 
companies of Sepoys, under tlie command ofHunterman, the fer- 
Jeant-major of the garrifon, who arrived ^at Thiagar before the 
French party ; whicii thereupon returned m Trivadl : where tliey 
remained waiting for detachments until they were ftrengthened to 
200 Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, 40 hullars, 500 black horfe, and 
eight guns, and were likewife joined by the matchlocks and peons 
of the French diftrias : when, by forced marches they fuddenly in- 
vefied Elavanafore on the 5th of July ; and took it by allkult on the 
nth. Killnarow himfelf was in Thiagar; his gallantry, and the 
importance of the place, which protc-aed all the dillrias fouthward 
towards Tritchinopoly, determined Captain Smith to make an effort 
for their prefervation, which the llrength of his garrifon could 
ill afford. Forty Europeans, with three guns, and fix companies 
of Sepoys, marched under the command of Lieutenant Raillard, a 
Swifs, and before they reached Volcondnh were joined by iooq 
horfe, which the Nabob had levied lince his arrival at Trltchinftpolv, 
intaiding to employ them in the Madura and I'inivelly countrieV 
which he ex^^ded would have been left to his management. Kill- 
narow, on hearing of the march of Raillard’s detachment, came out 
of Thiagar with all his horfe, and fome Sepoys, in the night of 
the 1 2th, and the next day joined him at Volcondah. Serjeant 
Hunterman, with the rell of the three companies of Sepoys he had 
brought, and what foot Killnarow u finally kept in Thiagar, rc- 
malndd to defend it, until his return with the reinforcement. y\t 
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break of day on the 14th, the whole body of the French troops, 
now commanded by the Vifcount Fumel, who had made a forced 
march in the night from Elavanafore, appeared before the pettah at 
the bottom of the rock, and invefting it on every fide on the plain, 
brought two guns againft the two oppohte gates on the north and 
fouth, and difpofed two parties to efcalade in other places. The 
fight was every where fharp ; both the efcalades and the attack on 
the north gate were rcpulfed ; but after two hours, the enemy forced 
the other, and brought their guns into the town, and Hunterman, 
fiill unwilling to give up, had nearly been cut off in liis retreat to 
the gateway of the paffage leading up to the fort above, which he 
however gained, having loft one tiiird of his Sepoys ; but the enemy 
more, having 200 of theirs, and thirty Europeans, killed and wound- 
ed. They had fcarcely difpofed their guards, when their fcouts 
brought word, that the troops with Ralliard and Kiftnarow were 
approaching, and were within a few miles ; on which, I'umel, with 
the impetuofity of his nation on fucceff , marclied out with moft of 
the troops, but without the field-pieces ; and met the Englilh, who 
w^ere advancing faft on the plain within two miles from the flirt. 
Ralliard, thinking the advantage of his two field-pieces greater than 
it really was, halted his line to cannonade, which the enemy flood; 
and, inftcad of coming on as Ralliard expelled, waited till their 
own, which were five, came up, when they fired amongft the Na- 
bob’s cavalry, and knocked down feveral ; on which the whole of 
this daftardly body went off, and left the infantry unflanked. Ral- 
liard and Kiftnarow were in this inftant riding towards the cavalry, 
to lead them up to the enemy’s ; and, hurried by vexation, followed 
in hopes of rallying them, and left the Infantry without command ; 
againft whom the enemy, feeing the horfe going off, advanced to 
the pufti of bayonet. There was, not far in the rear of the Englifh 
line, a village, in which the oxen with the ammunition and the ftorcs 
were waiting; and the gunners, thinking it a lafe ftation to fecure 
the field-pieces, turned, and began to draw them oft as faft as they 
could, thinking they fliould be covered by the reft of the infantrv ; 
who, confufed by thefe various app»earances of terror in others, took 
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panic themfclves, and broke, before the enemy’s Europeans were at 
their breafts ; and all inftantly fell under the fabres of their black 
cavalry : meanwhile the exhortations of Ralliard and Kiftnarow were 
vain to retain the Nabob’s, who went off on the full gallop in the 
road to Tritchinopoly. All the Europeans were killed, or made pri- 
Ibners ; all the Sepoys threw down their arms, and fullered more, 
as the enemy did not think them worth taking, and only 200 of them 
got back to Tritchinopoly. Kiftnarow, feeing all loft, followed the 
Nabob’s cavalry ; Ralliard rode back to the enemy, difeharged his 
piftols at the firft he met, and then galloped out of their reach. He 
was afterwards found dead five miles from the field of aflioii ; his 
head and breaft bruii'cd with violent ftrokes of his piftol, under which 
he is fuppoled, as he had neither cartridges^nor fword, to have ex- 
pired, and to have inflifled this fevere, but nccdlefs execution on 
himfelf, to avoid the dllgrace of his defeat. The enemy returned to 
Thiagar, and fummoned Kiftnarow’s officer in the upper fort to fur- 
render, v/ho, encouraged by Serjeant Hunterman, refufed ; which 
obliged them to fend toChittapet and Vandlwaffi, for three mortars, 
and more Europeans. They fired and bombarded the rock until the 
25th; when Hunterman, having nearly expended all the ammuni- 
tion, capitulated to 600 Europeans, and obtained honourable terms 
for the wl^ole garrifon, Kiftnarow’s people as well as the Englifti 
Sepoys ; all Ixing permitted to march away with their arms, their 
perfons without fearch, their baggage on oxen, and under an efcort 
of Erench troops to the diftance they chofe : the artillery Only ex- 
cepted. 'I'hc gallantry of Hunterman was rewarded with an en- 
firrr.’s tommlfilon. 

O 

Nothing of conftquence had pafled between the tw'o armies fince 
they went into cantonments, except reciprocal excurfions of fmall 
parties to drive oil' cattle, of which the Englifti collected 5 or 6000. 
The French, garrilon in the fort of Arcot confifted of 60 Europeans- 
and fix companies of Sepoys ; and being as ill paid as the reft of the 
tnxaps, tiae Sepoys made overtures to Colonel Monlbn, profering 
to deliver up the fort for a rewr.rd in money. ' At the fame time, the 
Keilidar of Covrepauk, in which were only ten Europeans, and he 
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of Tiinery, who liad none, offered like wife to fell their forts. Ti- 
■mery, from its dihance, was not deemed worth the purchafe ; but 
the reputation of Arcot, and the communication with it by Covre- 
pauk, induced the prefidency to accept the terms of thefc forts, al- 
though coftlv. But the Sepoys at Arcot, when the day of execu- 
tion approached, confefled that they could not fucceed ; and a few 
days after 200 Europeans were fent into the fort from Vandiwafh, 
but not, as it feemed, from any fufpicion of the plot. However, 
tlrcir march flopped tlie bargain with Covrepauk. 

Narrain Sauftry, the Morattoe officer, whom Abdulwahad had 
driven from Tripetty, took up his refidence in Carcambaddy, a 
town in the hills, 1 5 miles dihant, belonging to a petty Polygar, fub- 
jecl to a greater called the Matlaver, with whofe affiflance he railed 
forces, moflly fuch as were to be found in thofe wilds ; and in the 
night of the 30th of June, by a bye-path in the mountain of Tri- 
petty, got pofl'efiion of the temple on the fummit. 'Phe troops 
maintained by the renter, and two companies of Sepoys wltli Enflgn 
Wilcox, were in tlic town below, which commands the ufual patli 
of the pilgrims to the pagoda. Narrain Sauflry therefore waited for 
another force, wliich the Matlaver was to fend ; when one from the 
rock, and the other from the plain, were to furprizc the town. 
They accordingly made the attack on the 9th of July at four in the 
morning ; and, after Ikirmilhing an hour, were beaten off, with the 
lofs of 20 men killed and wounded ; but tlic Morattocs flill kept 
polleffion of the pagoda. A few days after, the town was rein- 
forced by the prefidency of Madrafs, with tliree companies of Sepoys, 
15 Europeans, and a fmall gun. None but Indians, and they of 
the better calls, are permitted to afeend the hill on which the pagoda 
Hands ; for the Bramins pretend, that if the fummit fhould be 
trodden by forbidden feet, all the virtue of the pagoda in the re- 
miffion of fins would be loll, until reflored by an immenfe purification. 
Not apprized of this creed, the Sepoys fent by the prefidency were 
as ufual a mixture of Mahomedans and various calls of Indians, fb 
that out of the fix hundred, only 80 were worthy to mount to tlie 
.aflault : and the Europeans were utterly excluded. The renter 
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neverthelefs, with the 8o Sepoys, and his peons and matchlockSf 
in all not exceeding 500 men, ventured to attack the enemy in pof^ 
feffion of the pagoda, and was repulfed with lofs ; but the blood ftied 
in the attack did not unfan<Stlfy the pagoda. 

In the latter part of June, three of the ufual fhips arrived from 
England, with 200 recruits, fent by the Company ; and brought 
intelligence, that the 84th regiment of 1000 men, in the king's 
fervice, were coming in other fhips, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Coote, the fame officer whom we have feen lerving 
in Bengal with the rank of major ; he was appointed to the com- 
mand of the Company’s troops in Bengal ; but with permiffion to 
flop and ferve with his regiment, if more neceffary, on the coaft of 
Coromandel. The fatisfa<5lion arifmg froi^ this intelligence was in 
fome meafure impaired by a refolution of the Court of Directors ; 
who, dazzled by the wealth acquired in Bengal from the revolution of 
Plafly, and by reprefentations of its fufficiency to fupply their other 
prefidencies, had determined to fend no more treafure to any of them 
until the year 1760 ; but for every reafbn this intelligence was kept 
within the council. 

At this time likewife, 200 Englilh prifbners were received from 
Pondicherry, in exchange for the fame number of French releafed 
at Tritchinopoly ; but more than one half of the Engliffi were fea- 
inen, taken in the frigates ftranded at St. David’s, and other veflels ; 
who were immediately fent away to the fquadron, which was cruiz- 
ing to the fouthward. However, thefe additions to the army enabled 
the Prefidency to extend their attention to objeifls they had been 
obliged to negleft, in order to make head in the adjacencies of 
Madrafs : and 90 Europeans, of whom 20 were invalids, and the 
others not the beft men, were fent to Tritchinopoly, proceeding by 
fea to Negapatam, and from thence through the country of 
Tanjore. 

Three companies of Sepoys had been fent to bring away as many 
of the French prifoners as they could guard from Mafulipatam. 
As the fea was adverfe, they marched by land, and were joined on 
the road by loohorfe of Nazeabulla’s, from Nelore. They arrived at 
VoL. II. T t t Mafulipatam 




5 ® 4 : 

I-759' 

^ 7 ^ 


War of Coromandel. Book XH. 

Mafulipatam on the i fir of June, and on the 15th began their march 
back with 200 of the prifoners 4 but on the 3d day were recalled by 
Colonel Forde, in confequence of intelligence which threatened 
their farther progrefs with danger. 

The Subah Salabadjlng, on his return from Mafulipatam, halted 
within four days of Hyderabad, and commenced a negotiation with 
Kis brother Nizamally. An interview enfued, which was followed 
by a reconciliation, and concluded by the reftoration of Nizamally 
to the fame extenfive powers in the government of the Decan, 
which had excited the apprehenfions of Mr. Biilly, and tlie mortal 
hatred of both to each' other, in the beginning of the preced- 
ing year. This rev'olution in the adminiftration deprived Baf- 
faulet Jung, the other brother, of all his power ; which lirad been con- 
fiderablo as Duan, and little controled'by the indolence of Sala- 
badjing. lie therefore marched away in feeming difgufl: with his 
brothers ; but with mofl: againfl: the ableft *, and took with him the 
troops which had formed Conflans’ army of obfervation. They were 
200 Europeans, and the 2000 Sepoys under the command of Zul- 
facar Jung ; his own were 1 500 good horfe, and 500© foot of va-^ 
rious- forts, with a. train of heavy artillery. They recroflcd the 
Kriftna, fummonlng acknowledgements, and plundering the coun‘- 
try.; and when Bonjour’s detachment, fet out from Mafulipatam-, 
were arrived at Cdndavire, within 50 miles of the road of his march. 
From hence, Raflaulut Jung,„and his principal officers, fent forward 
threatening letters to Nazeabulla at Nelore, and the three greater 
Polygars, as well as all the leffer ones along the Pennar, ordering 
them to account for their fliares of the tribute with the arrears, due 
to the throne through the officiality of the Subah of the Dccan, 
by whom Baflaulet Jung pretended he was commlffioncd to call them 
to account ; and, as a more eflu<Sual terror, gave out, that he fhould 
pafs through their countries, in order to ioln the French at Arcot. 
The file of his letters, and fill more his approach, had deterred 
‘Nazeabulla, as well as the northern Polygars, from giving any afiif- 
tance to the Englifh in recovering the mountain of Tripettl ; 
although all applied to Madrafs for affiftance to defend themlelves. 
This confternation was flrong, when the renter was repulfcd in tlie 
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iittack of the mountain ; and, on the news .of his ill fuccefs, ;200 
of the. black horfe, -wlth three companies of Sepoys, were feat from 
the army at Conjeveram to Tripaflbre, where they would be in 
readinefs either to fuccour tlie renter, Nazeabullah, the Polygars, or 
to march on to join Bonjour’s detachment, if returning. But this party 
was fcarccly arrived at Tripafforc, when the prefidency received intelli- 
gence from Enfign Wilcox, that a detachment of Europeans, Sepoys, 
and horfe, fent from Arcotto Narrain Sauftry, were marching round 
the hills, in order to attack the troops in the town of Tripetti; which 
if they fhould take, the revenues of the approaching feaft in September 
would be loft, and the recovery of the pagoda, refifted by French 
troops, rendered hereafter much more difficult ; whereas, in the pre- 
Icnt ftate, Narrain Sauftry in pofleffion of the mountain, and the 
Englilh of the town, neither .at leaft coulckget any thing, excepting 
Ijy a compromife. The importance of this obJe<ft, and of the other 
concerns in this quarter, determined the prefidency to lend Major 
Calliaud, with 200 Europeans and 300 Sepoy‘5. Tliey arrived at 
Tripetti on the 8th of July ; but, as before, the reinforcement of 
Sepoys furniftied few of the right fort to attack tlic iriountaln. Cal- 
liaud therefore marched with the Europeans, four companies ot 
Sepoys, and two guns, againft Carcambaddy, the way over hills and 
vallies, covered with wood, but inhabited by a people fit only for 
Ikulking attacks, altliough of no contemptible caft, being entitled 
to the pagoda of Tripetti. They fired continually from the thickets 
and covers, and killed and wounded feveral of the line before they 
forced the firft barrier. At the fccond. Major Calliaud with much 
difficulty got one of the guns upon a rock, which flanked the barrier, 
and the firft difeharge, loaded with grape, killed the Polygar and 
feveral of his men, after avhich the detachment met no tarther refif- 
,tance. They were feven hours gaining their way, and arrived at three 
in the afternoon at the Polygar’s town ; which they found abandoned, 
burnt it down, and deftroyed the adjoining plantations. The next 
day they returned to Tripetti, and Calliaud thinking the enemy in 
the mountain would be as much difeouraged, as the renter’s people 
W^re elated by this fuccefs, fent all the fit men, of his Sepoys, who, 
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with the renter’s, did not exceed fix hundred, although Narrain 
Sauftry had twice as many, to attack the pagoda again ; which the 
enemy, after fkirmithing three hours, abandoned, and all ran away 
to take Ihelter in the hills of Matlaver. Four of the renter’s men 
were killed, and 20 wounded. Every thing being thus quieted in 
the neighbourhood, and no farther tidings of the French party 
from Arcot, Calliaud fet out on his return on the 1 8th with all 
the troops he had brought, excepting ten Europeans, whom he left 
with Wilcox. 

No party of Europeans had marched from Arcot againft Tripetti, 
and the report arole from the plundering excurfion of Ibme Sepoys 
and horfe in the (kirts of Bomerauze’s country, to fecond a demand 
they were making on him of 60,000 rupees. Neverthelefs the 
advices were fo intirely credited at Madrafs, that Colonel Brereton, 
without waiting to advife with the council, ordered Major Monlbn 
to move the army from Conjeveram towards Arcot, as nearer to 
fuccour whatfoever the enemy might intend to diftrefs. They 
marched on the 5th ; and on the 7th in the morning appeared be- 
fore Covrepauk, with two 1 8 and two 1 2 pounders. This fort is 
fmall, but well-built of ftone, and has a wet ditch, which was in 
good order. Colonel Monfon fummoned the officer, more according 
to form, than his own expeftation of the anfwer he received, which 
was, that, if the garrilbn, whites and blacks, were permitted to 
retire to Arcot, the foldiers with their knapfacks, and the officers 
with their effefts, the gate ffiould be immediately delivered : the ca- 
pitulation was tranfadled and concluded in lefs than an hour. This 
ealy fuccefs, for the fort was worthy of breach, gave hopes that the 
French garrilbn of Arcot would not make all the defence they 
might ; and as the fituation was equally near to Tripetti, the army 
advanced, and arrived in the city on the pth. The garrifon Ihewed 
good countenance, and their artillery was fo fuperior, that nothing 
could be done, until the Englilh army were fupplied with a train 
from Madrafs, before which the greateft part of the French army 
might arrive from their different cantonments to the relief of Arcot ; 
and for this realbn. Major Monfon, before he received the orders of 
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the prefidency, marched back to Conjeveram ; but left 400 Euro- 
peans of the Company’s troops in Covrepauk, which fecured the re- 
venues of the country between thefe two ftations. 

Mr. Pococke, waiting for the arrival of the French fquadron, had 
continued with his own to windward of Pondicherry, moftly at 
Negapatam, where they were plentifiilly fupplied with cattle by 
Captain Jofeph Smith at Tritchinopoly, who caufed them to be 
driven to the fea-coaft, out of the obfervation of the king ofTanjore. 
Ill the end of June, a Danifh veflel arriving at Tranquebar, reported, 
that 12 fail of French Ihips were in the bay of Trincanoraaly in 
Ceylon ; on which, the whole fquadron weighed on the 30th, and 
on the 3d of July came off the mouth of that harbour; where 
they neither faw, nor gained any tidings of, the French fliips. Mr. 
Pococke then cruized off the Fryar’s Hood, the n.e. headland of 
the ifland, which all veffels coming to the coaft of Coromandel 
at this feafon endeavour to make, and, in this ftatlon, met five of the 
expeded (hips from England, with the firft divifion of Coote’s regi- 
ment, with which he returned, and anchored on the 30th at Nega- 
patam ; keeping them in company until the provlfions and ftores 
they had brought for the ufe of his fquadron were taken out. The 
prefidency received advices of their arrival on the 5th of Auguft, and 
notwithftanding the various wants of men at this time for defence 
and attack on Ihore, requefted Mr. Pococke to detain the troops, to 
ferve with him in the expelled engagement with the French Iqua- 
dron. Several advices had lately been received, that the Dutch go- 
vernment of Batavia, their capital in the Eaft-Indies, were preparing 
an armament, which was to fail to the bay of Bengal ; and on the 
8th fix fhips arrived at Negapatam, having left another in the bay 
of Trincanomaly. They had on board 500 European Ibldiers, and 
1500 difeiplined Malays, with abundance of military ftores. Various- 
reports and conjeftures were formed of the deftination of this force. 
The Dutch themfelves gave out, that it was chiefly intended to re- 
inforce their garrifons on the coaft ; and their unavowed emHlaries 
reported, that the whole were to a<ft as auxiliaries to the Englifti 
againft the French on the Coaft of Coromandel. Mr. Pococke knew 
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how much the military force in Bengal had been diminifhed by the 
expedition to Mafulipatam, and might lufFer by the ufual mortality of 
the climate ; and reafoning from the antipathy of the Dutch govern- 
ment to the great fuccefles and power which the Englifli had lately ac- 
quired in Bengal, fufpefted that the armament he law was principally 
intended to reduce their influence in that country ; and, with the 
fpirit of confiderate gallantry, and zeal for the general iuccefs of the 
public fervice, which on all occafions diftinguilhed his command, 
lent all the troops to Madrafs, recommending, that a part of them 
might be immediately forwarded to Bengal. They were all landed 
by the 25th, and marched in different parties, as foon as refrelhed, to 
the main body at Conjeveram, where Colonel Brereton, having reco- 
vered from his illnefs, again took the command. 

A few days after the return of Major Calliaud from Tripettl, the 
Polygar of Carcambaddy with his . own, and a number of the Mat- 
laver’s people, began to repair the town-; on which Eiifign Wilcox 
•marched with the 25 Europeans, 300 of the Sepoys, and an iron 
three-pounder. They were galled the whole way, and obliged to 
force the three barriers in the path ; and when they came to the 
open Ipot of the town, where they expeded no refiffance, met the 
mod:, bv a continual fire from the thickets round. Wilcox never- 
thclels perfided, and, being aimed at, received at once three mulket- 
balls, and was mortally wounded. On which the troops put him 
into a dooley, and retreated, llkewllc bringing off the gun. The 
enemy did not follow them earneftly ; fo that the lofs was only three 
Europeans killed, and 1 4 Sepoys wounded. 

The Frciach party of Sepoys and black horfe from Arcot, had been 
beaten back by Bomerauze’s people, and lay at Lallapet, near the 
mountains, 10 miles n. w. of Arcot, waiting an opportunity of renew- 
ing their incurfion ; but were beaten up there on the 26th, by 
three companies of Sepoys, and the troops of the renter of Covrepauk, 
fent by Captain Wood, who commanded in the fort. The enemjf 
fled at the firft tire, leaving 70 mufkets, and 1 7 horfes, and the Se- 
poys remained to guard the neareft pafs leading from Lallapet into 
.Bomerauze’s country. 
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Baflaulet Jung, with his^army, had, in this while, continued his 
march from Condavir to the fbuth, and, having pafled Ongole, at- 
tacked the fort of Pollore, about 30 miles to the north of Nelore 
and the river Eennar, which^ although out of the country of Damerla- 
Venkytapah-naigue, was of his dependance. This fuccefs encreafed 
the fright of all the three pplygars, and of Nazeabulla in Nelore; 
and all renewed their applications to Madrafs for immediate affift- 
ance, andthe Tripetty renter was fully perfuaded, that Baflaulet Jung 
intended to get pofleflion of the pagoda, before the great feaft, which 
begins in the middle of September, and generally produces 2o,oool. ; 
and it was known, that Baflaulet Jung was in flirid correfpondence 
with Pondicherry. 

To thefe alarms ott the north of the province, were added others 
in the fouth. The detachment with Funifel which had taken Thia- 
gar had advanced as far as Volcondah, where, after many threats 
and meflages, they had frightened the Kcllidarout of 60)000 rupees; 
and, during the negociation, their horfe plundered as far as the 
flreights of Utatoor. It was then reported, that Furnel intended to 
advance with the whole,' and take poflelfion of the ifland of Scring- 
ham, which would give them all the country between Thiagar and 
Tritchinopoly. This detacliment could not be oppofed in time 
from Madrafs ; becaufe the interjacent country was under 
the enemy’s garrlfous ; and whatfoever troops might be font 
from hence, proceeding half way by fea againfl: the monfoon, and 
then through the country of Tanjore, would not enter into action 
in lefs than hx weeks, and then, if fuccefsful, would be out of the 
reach of recall. Tritchinopoly was the nearefl; flatlon to make head 
againfl; them; but the whole ganifon would not, in the field, have 
lieen equal to the force with Fumel. 

Fortunately, in this concurrence of perplexities, the dlflrcATes and 
difeontent of the French army had continued as urgent as ever, even 
after the ex{>ence of the campaign was diminifhed by their retreat 
into quarters. In the beginning of Augufl, the whole of Lally’s re- 
giment, excepting the fcrjeanti. and corporals, and of tlie fc.l- 
diers, mutinied, and marched out of the fort of CJilrtapet, declar- 
ing, that they would not return to their colours, until they hatl 
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received their pay, of which many months was in arrears. Their 
officers, by fiirniffiing their own money, and engaging their honour 
for more, brought them back, excepting 30, who difperi^ about the 
country :1but this defedion, which the caufe exempted from rigorous 
punifhment, (hook the dlfcipline of the whole army. 

From this view of circuinftances, the Prefidency of Madrafs re- 
folved to leave fomething to chance in the extremities, rather than 
dimini(h the fuperiority, which their force had lately acquired in 
the center of the province, by the reinforcements arrived from Eng- 
land, and the enemy’s detachment to the (buthward; and determined to 
employ this advantage immediately again ft Vandiwalh, the moft im- 
portant of the enemy’s ftations between Madrafs and Pondicherry. 
Accordingly 300 Europeans, with two twelve-pounders, and all the 
(lores neceifary for the attack, were fent to Chinglapett ; but whilft 
on the road, and before the main body had moved from Conjeve- 
ram, arrived the Revenge, on the night of the loth of September, 
with important intelligence from the fquadron. 

The Dutch at Negapatam, pretending that their armament from 
Batavia required the (ervice of all their maflbolah boats, would fpare 
none to water the Englilh (hips ; to procure which, Mr. Pocockc 
failed on the 20th with the (quadron for Trinconamalee, where com- 
mon boats can ply to the (bore. They anchored there on the 30th, 
but at the mouth of the harbour ; and the Revenge was fent for- 
ward to cruize off the Friar's Hood. On the 2d of September, at 
ten in the morning, fome (hips were difcovered to the s. e. Soon 
after came down the Revenge, chafed and fired upon by one of the 
ftrangers, which denoted them to be the long-expe£led enemy. The 
Engli(h fquadron weighed immediately, and could not get within 
cannoii'lhot of them by fun-(et ; but perceived that the number and 
ftrength of the (hips greatly exceeded the force they had met the 
year before. 

Mr. D'Ache having left the coaft, as we have feen, on the 3d of 
September, arrived, after thirty days fail, at the Ifle of France, 
and found in the port a reinforcement of three men of war, under 
the command of Mr. D’Eguille, an officer of experience and reputa- 
tion, 
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tion. . Seyefal of the Company’s veffels, but none of forcef, for eiiough 
had been fent before, were likewife arrived from France. The crexvs 
of: all thefe Ihips amounted to 5500 men, and all the provifions 
which could, b^ colle/^ed in the ifles, or even drawn from Mada- 
gafcar, th^.fupplies fent from Europe, were infufficient to feed 
this multitude, ^ded to the numbers already in the colony, which 
they nearly equalled. Several councils were held on this diftrcl's 
and it was, at length determined to fend one of the men of w^ar, 
with eight of the Company’s fliips, which would take off betwceii 
3 and 4000 men, to the Cape of Good Hope, where they were to 
-purchafe provifions fufficient for the fquadron in the enfuing voyage, 
and, in the mean time, the crews would be fupported without 
breaking in upon the general flock. Thefe fhips arrived off the Cape 
in the beginning of January ; and two of them had the luck to fall 
in with and take the Grantham, an Englifh Eafl-India fhip, dii- 
patched from Madrafs in September. They purchafed, but at a vafl 
expcnce, a great quantity of meat, grain, and wine, and returned to 
thelfleof France in April and May ; after w’ hie h, the flrcngth of 
four of the Company’s fighting fhips, which had not hitherto 
mounted the number of guns they were built for, were armed to 
the full fcalc of their conflru£lion. -Tliefe alterations, and other 
cquipmments, retarded the departure of the fquadron until the 1 7th 
of July. They went firfl to the iilc of Bourbon, and then to Foul- 
jioint, in the illand of Madagalcar, to take in feme rice, and other 
provilions, which had been procured there; and on the 30th of 
Augufl arrived oft Batacola, a port in Ceylon, 60 miles to the fouth 
of Trinconomaly ; where they received intelligence of the Englifii 
fquadron, and two days after came in fight of them oft' Point Pedras. 
The land and fea-winds diifering in tlie fame hours at different dif- 
tanccs from the fhore, the currents likewife various, fquauls, a fog, 
and contrary courfes whllfl feeking each other w’hen out of fight, 
kept them alunder, or out of immediate reach, until the loth of 
September, when they again fell in with one another off Fort Sr. 
David. The French, being farthefl out at fea, lay-to in a line of 
battle a-hcad, their heads to the Eaft. The Englifli having the 
wind came down a-breaft, and at two in tiie afternoon were n Irhiit 
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gun-{hot> when each fhip edged to get into their ftatlons alongfidc of 
their allotted antagonifls. 

The Englilh rquadroii coiilifled of nine fliips of the line, attended 
hy a frigate, the Queenlborough, two of the Company's (hips, 
and the Protestor converted to a fire-(hip. The French were ii fail 
of the line, of which four were of tlie navy of France, and they had 
three frigates under their lee. Difference of failing, and difappoint- 
ment in working, prevented the Englifh from forming their line 
with as much regularity as the enemy, who were waiting for them, 
drawn up in order of battle. 

The French line was led by the A<£lif of 64, one of the King^a 
fl)lps. She was followed by the Minotaur, another of the King’s, 
of 74, in which Mr. D’Aguille wore the flag of Rear-Admiral, and 
by much the (louteft (hip in the fquadron, having in her lower tier 
thirty-two-pounders, which in the French weight is equal to 40 
Englilh ; then flood three of the Company’s (hips, the Due d’Orleans 
of 54, the Saint Fouls of 56, and the Vengeur of 64. Thefe five 
formed the van. M. D’Ach6, in the Zodiaque, hoifted his flag in 
the center, fupported by the Comte de Provence of 74 : the four 
otliers of the rear-divlfion were the Ditc de Bourgogne of 54, the 
Illuftre of 64, the Fortiiiiwe of the lame rate as the Illuftre, and 
the Centaur of 68; of which only the Illuflre was a King’s (hip. The 
Elizabeth of 64 led the EnglKh line, followed by the Newcaflle of 
t;Oy theTyger of 60, and the Grafton of 68, in which was Rear-Ad- 
miral Stevens : thefe tour were the van. Mr. Pococke, in the 
Yarmouth of 66, was in the center, followed hy the Cumberland 
now mounting only 58, the Salisbury of 50, the Sunderland of 60, 
and the Weymouth- of 60 doled the rear. The total battery of the 
I Vench fquadron exceeded the EnglKh by 1 74 guns, and confequently 
by 87 in adion. 

The Grafton was the firft (hip up, and whilft prefenting her broad- 
fide fell a-breaft of the 'Zodiaque, vvhon> Mr. Pococke, as in the 
two engagements of the laft year, mtended to referve for himlelf. 
M. D’Ache immediately threw out the fignal of battle, and began 
to fire on the Grafton, the firft (hot at 1 5 minutes after two ; but 
Mr. Stevens waited for the (ignal of his admiral, which did not 
I appear 
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appear until five minutes after, when the Yarmouth was very near 
and ranged againft the Comte de Provence. The firing then be- 
came general through both lines ; but the Sunderland, the laft but 
one of the Engllfh line, falling very 111 , kept back the Weymouth 
behind her. By this mlfchance the Sallfbury, which was much the 
weakeft fhlp, being only of 50 guns, and they only eighteen and 
nine-pounders, ranged, unfupported, againft the Illuftre, and 
fuftained likewife the fire of the Fortunee behind, which the Sun- 
derland fhould have taken up, at leaft in this ftate of the action : 
the confequence was equal to the difparity, and in 1 5 minutes the 
fall of the Salilbury’s maintopgallant, and then her forefall, obliged 
her to quit the line : but by this time, the Sunderland fliooting a- 
head, engaged the Illuftre. The three fhips of the Engllfh van, 
ahead of the Grafton, had luckily fallen foon, and In good order, 
into their ftations, and in lefs than a quarter of an hour, the Adif, 
which was oppofed to the Elizabeth, took fire, whicli brought the 
crew from the batteries, and the Elizabeth taking advantage of their 
confufion plyed her exceflively, and loon drove her out of the line 
to exfingulfh the fire : the Elizabeth ftlll edging down upon 
her, w'as flopped by the Minotaur ftarting forward ; which obliged 
her to haul her wind again, and this-operatlon fhot her beyond the 
line of aftlon. The Newcaftle then took up the Minotaur, although 
a 60 to a 74 ; and the Tiger, of which the Captain liad been 
blamed in a former engagement, fupported the Newcaftle, by 
taking on herfelf the fire of the two next fhips. The fight be tween 
thefe five continued wdth the utmoft violence for 70 minutes ; when 
neither the Newcaftle nor Tiger had a fail under command ; on 
wEIch Mr. Stevens, who had left the Zodlaque to Mr. Pococke, and 
had beaten the Vcngcur out of the line, came between, and feeing 
tlie two fhips of the French line next beyond the Vengeur much 
crippled, fet forward to engage the Minotaur ; and her broad-fidc, 
as fhe was pafiing on, drove the St. Louis out of the line. In the 
rear, the Sunderland, which had taken up the Illuftre, was llkewlfc 
attacked by her follower, the Fortunee ; and in ten minutes, 
before flic had fired three rounds, her maintop-fall fell, and he r 

U u u 2 head- 


513 

* 759 - 
» — * 

September. 



5U 

»759* 

' — , — ' 

September. 


The War of Coromandel. Book XI. 

head-braces being likewife fhot away, her foretop-fail fwung a-back, 
which made her fall a-ftern of both her antagonifts. At ten mi- 
nutes part three the Count de Provence, which had flood the Yar- 
mouth, and was afterwards taken up by the Cumberland, likewife 
left the line to refit her rigging, as did the Duke de Bourgogne, 
which had divided her fire between the Cumberland and the Sa- 
lilbury, and received theirs, divided likewife in return. The Wey- 
mouth, by what accident we don’t find, was kept a-flern in the 
rear; but at three o’clock, the Salilbury came again into the engage- 
ment ; and, on the French fide, the Illuflre, feeing the two Ihips 
before her ‘gone, clofed up to the Zodiaque. At four, the only 
fliips engaged were the Minotaur and Due d’Orleans againfl the 
Grafton, the Zodiaque againfl the Yarmouth, the Illuflre againfl 
the Cumberland, and the Fortunee and Centaur againfl the Sa« 
lilbury and Sunderland. The pilot of the Zodiaque feeing, as he 
thought, the Fortunee and Centaur going off likewife, put the 
helm a-lee without order, and, as Mr. D’Ache was running to 
corredl him, a grape fliot carried off the flefli of his thigh, to the 
bone ; he fell fenfelefs, amongfl four or five who were killed or flruck 
down with him. The captain of the Zodiaque had been killed 
an hour before ; and the officer who took the command after Mr. 
D’Ache fell, wore the fliip to rejoin the comrades which had al- 
ready left the line. The Centaur, Illuflre, and Minotaur, think- 
ing fuch was the will of their admiral, wore likewife, and fet fall 
to accompany him. The Englifh fhips flill in a<flion endeavoured to 
follow them, but were foon left: out of gun-fliot, and all firing 
ceafed at ten minutes after four. 

In this engagement the rear divifion fuffered much lefs than 
the van. On board the Weymouth, which clofed the rear, not 
a man was either killed or wounded, and in the Sunderland 
ahead of her, the whole lofs was only two men killed ; never- 
thelefs the Centaur, the lafl of the enemy’s rear, fufiered as 
much in her mafls and rigging from their fire, as any of the 
other fliips of the French line, who were clofer engaged, and 
her Captain, Surville the eider, was killed. The Salifbury had 1 6 
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killed, and 40 wounded ; the Cumberland 8, and 30 ; the Yar- 
mouth 10, and 27; the Grafton 13, and 37 ; the Tiger, which' 
fufFered the moft of any, 37, and 140; the Newcaftle 26, and 
65. The Elizabeth four, and twenty. In all 114 killed, and 
369 wounded. In the Newcaftle, the captain, Mlchle, an officer 
of dlftingulftied gallantry, was killed ; as were Mr. Jackfon, the 
firft lieutenant of the Tiger, captain More, who commanded the 
marines in the Elizabeth, and the mafter of the Yarmouth. Brere- 
ton, captain of the Tiger, Somerfet of the Cumberland, the fe- 
cond lieutenant of the Grafton, and the fourth of the Salifbury, 
were wounded. None of the Engllfh fliips, after the engagement, 
could fet half their fail ; and the Newcaftle and Tiger were taken 
into tow by the Elizabeth and Weymefuth. The lofs of the 
French crews was fuppofed to be equal ; but when they went away 
together at fun-fet, all, excepting the Centaur, carried their top-fails. 

The uncertainty of the number of troops which the French 
fquadron might have brought for Pondicherry, determined the pre- 
lidency of Madrafs to fufpend for a while the attack they had re- 
folved to make on Vandiwalh ; but to (end a part of their troops to 
Tripaflbre to fupport that part of the country againft Baflaulut Jung 
But no arguments could prevail on Major Brereton to defift from 
the enterprize, from which he expected to acquire diftinguiftied 
honour ; and the prefidency, unwilling to check his ardour, re- 
frained from giving him pofitive orders to defift. 

Heavy rains had rendered the roads and rivers impaflable until 
the 26th, when the whole army marched from Conjeveram ; it had 
been reinforced with 40 men from Chlnglapett, under the command 
ofPrefton, and with 100, of 158 releafed prifoners, which had arrived 
at this garrifon on the 1 1 th from Pondicherry. The whole force was 
1500 Europeans, 80 Coffres, and 2500 Sepoys, infantry; 100 Eu- 
ropean, and 700 black cavalry ; 10 field-pieces, and two eighteen- 
pounders : and two more eighteen pounders were to. join from Ching- 
lapett. 

On the 27th' ilk the morning,^ the horfe before the line, when 
within three miles of Trivatore, fell in with 50 of tlic French huf- 
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fars, who ftood them, but, overpowered by numbers, were routed, 
and eight, with an officer, taken prilbners : in the afternoon, the 
garrifon of Trivatore, which confifted only of a captain and 22 
men of the Lorrain regiment, furrendcred on the firft fummons. 
The main body of the enemy had advanced from Vandiwafh in 
the morning, and were halting at the village of Parfee, fix miles 
on the road, of which Colonel Brereton receiving information, 
marched on without flopping at Trivatore, and encamped near 
them ; and at midnight, the enemy moved off, and returned to 
Vandiwafh ; where, as before they took up their quarters in the 
pettahs, and under the walls of the fort, into which the governor 
Tuckeafaheb, notvvithftanding the ftri£tnefs of his alliance, was very 
averfe to admit any of the French troops, excepting fbme of their 
gunners ; and they to prevent worfe confequences, would not com- 
pel him. The Englifh army continuing their march the next day, 
encamped in the evening under the ledge of rocks, which extend 
about three miles to the n. w. of the fort. The day after, which 
was the 29th, parties were employed in reconnoitring ; but, neither 
their obl'ervatlons, nor the enquiries of fpies, difeovered the real flate 
of the enemy’s force. 

On the march of Major Monfon to Arcot in the beginning of 
Augufl, the French drew the greatefl part of their Europeans from 
the garrifons of Chittapet, Carangoly, and Outramalore, to their 
main body at Vandiwafh, from whence the whole had advanced as 
far as Trivatore, when Monfon, finding the attack of Arcot 
lmpra» 5 llcable, returned to Conjeveram : on his retreat, they 
detaclied 100 Europeans to reinforce Arcot, and font back the 
troops which they had drawn from the three other garrifons ; which 
reduced the European infantry that returned to Vandiwafh to 600 ; 
but the whole of the European cavalry, who were 300, went with 
tliem. The fame alarm for Arcot had led Mr. Lally to recall the 
detachment to the fouthward with Vifeount Fumel, who were 
then before Volcondah ; but Fumel, not having levied the con- 
tribution he expedled, delayed to obey the order^, and, on Mon- 
fon’s retreat, was permitted to pertith and had time to finifh. 

During 
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During the delay between the firft refolution, and the pi;efent 
motion of the Englifh army to attack Vandiwafli, the government 
of Pondicherry obtained fome uncertain intelligence of the in- 
tention, and again reinforced the main body there with 400 men 
from the adjacent garrifons. They likewife again recalled Fumel, 
and more than half his detachment were arrived at Pondicherry, 
from whence they were at this time advancing towards Vandiwafh, 
and, as it was reported, under the command of Mr. Bufly. Major 
Brereton received intelligence of the approach of this party, but no 
information that the troops from the other garrifons were arrived at 
Vandiwafli ; and thus computing the whole number aflembled there, 
including the cavalry, inftead of 1300, to be only 900 Europeans, to 
which his own force was nearly double, thought no time fliould be lofl: 
before the arrival of the detachment theyexpefled from Pondicherry, 
and determined to attack them in their quarters on the night of tlie 
29th, which was the next after that of his arrival before Vandiwafli. 

There were three pettahs under the fort, lying to the w., the s., 
and the e. ; the w. at 1 50, the s. at 220, and the e. at the diftance 
of 1 70 yards. The fouth pettah contained the houfes of the more 
opulent inhabitants, and was inclofed on the e. s. and w. by a 
mud rampart, which on the s. fide had circular projedlons to ferve as 
baftions ; but the north fide next the efplanade was left open, that the 
guns of the fort might preferve their command on the ftreets and 
houfes. The pettah to tlie eaft commenced oppofite to the k. e. angle, 
and extending 650 yards, covered the eaft fide of the fort, of the ef- 
planade, and of the pettah to the fouth. Tlic weftern pettah ex- 
tended only along, the breadth of the efplanade to the fouth ; it had 
for fome time been abandoned, and was in ruins, and moft of the 
natives, on the approach of the Englith army, had quitted their ha- 
bitations in the other two. The French cavalry lay in the eaftern 
pettah. Their Infantry were under flicds and tents in the covered 
way and on the efplanade to the fouth, and they kept guards on 
the ramparts of the fouth pettah ; but none as they ought, in the 
ruined pettah to the weft. 


A thoufiuict 
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A thoufaivd Europeans, including a company of 8o CofFrees, and 
fix hundred Sepoys, were allotted to ferve in the attack : they were 
divided into three divifions ; the firft led by Major Monfon, was to 
aflault the fouth face of the fouth pettah, and having entered, were to 
advance through the ftreets to the efplanade, where the main body of the 
French troops were lying; who at the fame time were to be attacked 
on the right by the fecond divifion, advancing out of the pettah to 
the weft : this divifion was commanded by Major Robert Gordon. 
The third Major Brereton commanded himfclf, as the referve for 
occafions, and tliey took poll under a ridge which runs parallel to 
tiie weft face of the fouth pettah, but firther back on the plain than 
the pettah allotted to Gordon’s divifion. The European and black 
horfe were to halt a mile in the rear of Brereton’s. The reft of 
the troops were left to guard the camp. Monlbn’s divifion confifted 
of 360 Europeans, of whom 200 were grenadiers, all that were in the 
army, and they had one company of Sepoys as attendants: Gordon’s 
were 200 Europeans, and 80 CofFrees : Brereton’s 360 Europeans 
and 500 Sepoys. Each of the three divifions had two excellent brafs 
fix-pounders. 

The pettah to the South has three principal ftreets, which in- 
terfecl it intirely from north to fouth, and feveral others in the 
fame dire(Slion, of (hotter extent ; nor are any of the crofs-ftreets 
from eaft to weft regularly pervious from one wall to the other, 
and Ibme of them are only (hort communications between the 
ftreets in the other dire«Slion : fo that many dodging advantages 
might be taken by knowledge of their different bearings and inter- 
fedions. At two in the morning, the head of Monfbn’s divifion 
approached towards the gateway on the fouth face of the pettah, and 
were challenged and declared by two or three Sepoys advanced on 
the plain to look out ; on which the guards on the ramparts began 
to fire. The gateway was in a return of the rampart from the left, 
and the road to it lay under the reft of the rampart to the right, (b 
that the two field-pieces which were advancing at the head of the 
line could not batter the gate at lefs than 150 yards, without 
being immediately under the fire of this part of the rampart, which 
■t with 



BookXL The Carnatic. 

with the uncertainty and delay of their effeCl in the dark, deter- I7i9- 

mined Colonel Monfon to try the wall at once. It had neither dltcli c’ — 

• 11 1“ I'll ot'pt^n bci 

nor pallifade before it, and the hilt grenadiers lighted upon a part, 
which, for want of repair, permitted them to I'cramblc up, and 
being followed by more, they drove the enemy before them, opened 
the gate, and let in the main body of the divilion. The gate entered 
upon the principal ftreet of the three which leads through the pcttali 
to the efplanade ; and the otlier two are about 50 yards on each 
hand. The troops, as they came in, firlf ranged along the ground 
between the wall and the habitations, which was broad ; and then 
formed into three columns, one in each of the ftreets ; but the two 
field-pieces moved at the head of the center column. All the tlirec 
advanced very deliberately, keeping as nearly*as polilhle on the lame 
parallel, the two outer columns fending fniall parties into the crofs 
ftreets on their outward flanks to diflodge the enemy from whatlbever 
pofts their fire came, which, although not ftrong from any, was 
frequent and from feveral ; but the greateft annoyance was from 
two field-pieces at the edge of the efplanade, firing down the center 
ftrect. However, they were at length filcnced by the two field-pieces, 
with the center column. Firing had been heard on the ground al- 
lotted to Gordon’s divifion, but foon ceafed. In an hour and a half 
the three columns arrived at the openings on the efplanade, where 
to their furprize they met no farther refiftance ; and difappointed 
of the afliftance they expeded from Gordon’s divifion, it was re- 
folved to wait for day-light, and in the mean time to throw up a 
barricade at the head of the center-ftreet, which for want of proppr 
tools was very infufflciently performed. Their lofs hitherto was not 
ten killed and wounded. 

A Iky rocket was the lignal for Gordon’s divilion to advance from 
the weftern pettah, and it was fired as foon as Monfon’s had entered 
the fouthern. The troops of Gordon’s had, for fear of difeovery, 
kept on the fide of the pettah fartheft from the efplanade, but Pref- 
ton and two or three more officers had examined the ftreets, which 
were very narrow, and beyond on the efplanade, where they found 
VoL. II. Xxx the 
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tbe ground rugged, and interrupted with (loughs and (landing water. 
But Gordon not having acquired any di(lin(£l ideas from their report, 
boggled, and was confufed iix the orders he gave. At length it was 
underftood, that the troops, as foon as they had palled through the 
pettah, were to form on the el'planade in divifions, which would be 
15 in front. The felefl plcquct of 40 picked men, commanded by 
Theutenant Dela Douefpe, who were to lead the attack, were foon 
through, and formed, and advancing. Gordon himfelf was to 
march at the head of the main body, but he was not to be 
found when it was ranging on tlie efplanade ; and Predon, his fecond, 
not knov/ing the motives of his ablence, would not venture to take 
his pod ; and thus the whole were flopped, waiting his return. The 
plcquet marched with recovered arms, and without dropping a fliot, 
until they came to the angle of the fouthern pettah, wliere the 
rampart had a Ihoulder, on which were mounted two pieces of cannon, 
which by the dire<£lion of the ftreets could not be turned to any fer- 
vice in the fight behind them ; and it diould feem that the enemy 
had difeovered the lituation and intention of Gordoii’s attack, for a 
confiderable body of Infantry were waiting at the angle, fome on the 
rampart, and others at the edge of the houfes below ; who, as foon 
as the picquet were withhi a few yards, fuddenly threw a number 
of blue lights, which difeovered them intirely, and were in dandy 
followed by a drong running fire of mulketry, and the difeharge of 
the two pieces of cannon ; but the whole of the execution was 
from the mulketry, far as the picquet was almod under the rampart, 
the cannon could not point low enough, and fired over their heads.. 
Douefpe returned the fire with difparlty of lituation, and greater of. 
numbers, but would not retreat without orders, and was not with- 
out hopes of being Immediately joined by die main body of the di- 
vlfion, efpecially as the two pieces which accompanied It, began to 
anfwer the two guns on the rampart. But his expeflations of farther 
fupport were vain. Ti le (hot of the two guns from the rampart fell near 
the main body whild forming, and fome mulketry fired upon theni 
from the covered way of the fort, on which the 80 cod'rees all ran 
y hack 
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back into the pettah, and through it, quite away, and the Eurro- 
peautj not led on, and having nothing cffeftual to fire upon, Iboii 
broke and went off likewife, leaving the picquet, and the field- 
pieces ftill engaged. But Prefton, for Gordon was not yet to be found, 
knowing the determination of the picquet to perfevere, ran fingly to 
tiicm, and brought them back to th'e pettah, where they joined the 
officers deferred by all the reft of the troops : but the artillery- 
men, animated by the well-known refolution of their commandant 
Captain Robert Barker, ftill ftood by him and their guns. The fugitives 
not all equally frightened, made their way to the referved divifion 
with Brercton, who on the ftrft notice, ran unaccompanied to the 
pettah from whence they were coming, and in the ftrong impulle 
of Indignation, ran the firft man he met through the body : 
unfortunately he was one of the braveft 4n- the army; fo that 
this example carried little influence, and left none to exhorta- 
tion, and very few obeyed his call ; with whom he went as far as 
the two guns, which Barker was ftill firing, and by this counte- 
nance had deterred the enemy from making a pufh, which would 
cafily have taken them ; but Brereton, fenfible of the rifk to which 
they were expofed, ordered him to draw them off into the pettah, 
from whence they joined the referve at the ridge. Thus all were 
gone before the firing ceafed in the foutliern pettah, where Gordon 
with four or five of the fugitives fotjn after appeared, coming in 
at the gate to the fouth, where Monfon’s divifion had entered. 

The day broke, and the enemy’s fire recommenced and encreafed 
with the light. The gunners, whom the Kellldar had admitted 
into the fort, plied the cannon on the towers oppofite to the 
three ftreets, to the head of which Monfon’s divifion had ad- 
vanced ; aud with the field-pieces on the efplanade, tlicir fire was 
from 14 guns all within point blank, from the fort at 300, from 
the field-pieces at 100 yards. The return was from the two 
field-pieces at the liead of the center-ftreet, and from platoons of 
mufketry in the other two. difparity was fevere, and could 

not be long maintained. The officers ordered the men not employ- 
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ed, to take fhelter under the flieds proje£ting before the walls of the 
houfes in the enfiladed ftreets; the foeds^ as in the other towns of 
Coromandel, were feparated from each other by partitions of brick or 
mud : fome withdrew into the crofs flreets immediately behind; 
Neverthelefs, all who appeared were fo exceffively galled, that it W'as 
neceflary to retreat ; but from the continual hope of fupport from 
the two divifions without. Major Monfon wifhed not to quit the 
contefi: until the laft extremity. In the middle of the pettah is 
a continuation of ftreets leading quite acrofs it, although not in a 
{freight- line, from the eaft to the weft fide, where the laft ends upon 
the area of a pagoda, in which a party had been pofted, and the wound- 
ed were fheltered andferved. The columns wereordered to retire into this 
line of the crofs-ftreets, where all, according to the breadth of the main 
ftreets, might fire down them, and immediately difappear, until loaded 
and ready to fire again. This movement ftaggered the enemy, for they 
could do no more, if they continued on the efplanade at the other 
extremity of the ftreets ; and if they advanced along them, would be 
expofed in deep columns^ Neverthelefs, confident in their numbers, 
and prefling to decide before the Englifti troops Ihould be reinforced 
from without, they began and maintained this fight with great 
ipirit and adivity, until they were convinced it could not fucceed ; on 
which they fent off their rears, which brought two of their field- 
pieces from the efplanade, and with them marched along a fti*eet ad- 
joining to tlie weftern wall of the pettah,which led them to the pagoda 
towards this end of the crofs-ftreets : which the guard immediately 
abandoned, leaving fome of the wounded in the pagoda ; having fe- 
cured this ftation, the party advanced the field-pieces. along the line 
of the crofs ftreets, firing and taking In flank the whole of Monfon’s 
divlfion,againft which the attack in front likewife continued, and with 
cncreafing vivacity : and in a very little while the remaining field-piece 
of the divifion was difabled : on which the men began to lofe courage, 
and Monfon confulting his fecond. Major Calliaud, they refolved to 
retreat and take poft againft the fouthern wall of the pettah. The 
grenadiers of one of the Company’s battalions were to halt near the 
I gateway. 
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gateway, but feeing it open, marched out into the plain, quickening 
their pace at every ftep. Major Calliaud, who was near, infl^d of 
calling after them, followed, and running beyond, flopped fuddenly 
before them, and cried, “ Halt.” The inftin(fl of difcipline pre- 
vailed. They obeyed, and forming as he ordered, faced, and, luckily 
for themfelves, followed him into the pettah. Major Monfon met 
him at the gate, and, in the midft of much vexation, thanked him 
with much cordiality ; but faid, that the whole body, flill clofely 
prefled by the enemy, were faultering too faft to be trufted any 
longer ; and that it was better to lead them off in order, than rilque 
their going off in confiifion of their own accord. The exhortations 
of their commanders encouraged them to keep their ranks ; the Set- 
poys marched in front, helping to carry off the wounded, and fif- 
teen prifoners. The enemy, by unaccountable overfight, did not 
follow them into the plain ; but were contei^ed with firing from the 
wall : about half a mile from which, the line halted in a grove, and 
in a little while perceived Major Brereton’s and Gordon’s divifions, 
with the European and black horfe, the Sepoys, and two field- 
pieces, advancing round to join them; at the fame time, they faw 
the whole body of the enemy’s European cavalry, 300 riders, ap- 
proaching from the eaftern pettah, where they had remained in ex- 
pe(fl:ation of an opportunity of cutting off their retreat, which, from 
want of alertnefs, they loft, and could not venture to attack after 
Brereton appeared. The whole returned to the bank, where Brere- 
ton’s divifion had taken pofl, and in the afternoon from thence to 
the camp, without moleftation or alarm. The lofs, on the imme- 
diate review, appeared to be 12 officers, and 195 rank and file,, 
killed, wounded, and taken prifoners. The Lieutenants Minns and 
Latour were the only officers ; but, it was fuppofed, that 70 rank 
and file were killed ; and that of this number, 50 fell in the pettah. 
The eagernefs of performing fome diflinguifhed fervice before Colonel 
Coote fhould arrive, and fuperfede him in the command of the armv, 
urged Colonel Brcretoir to make this attack, which was much 
more hardy than judicious, even if the enemy had not been re- 
inforced. . 
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iurorced. llowever, the great gallantry and the inferior numbers 
of the body which fullalned the greateft part of the lofs, rather 
encrcafcd than diminiflied the confidence of the army. The enemy 
fufiered as much, having 200 killed and wounded. Mainville, who 
commanded againft Lawrence at Trltchinopoly, juft before the truce 
iii 1*754, and two Captains, were killed. 

The two fquadrons anchored on the j ith, the day after they had en- 
gaged each other ; the Englifti in the road of Negapatam, the French 4 
leagues farther to the fouth, who being much lefs difabled, were 
ready to fail again on the 13th; and two days after, anchored in the road 
of Pondicherry. The flips immediately landed whatfoever fupplies 
they had brought for the fervice of the colony ; the treafufe amount- 
ed only to 16000 pounds in dollars, and the diamonds taken in the 
Grantham, were worth 17000 pounds. The troops were onlv 180 
men. Mr. D’Ache would not go afiore, and fignified his inten- 
tion of failing immediately for the iflands. The feafon, although 
advanced, was not yet dangerous, nor were his fhips more hurt than 
the Englifli ; but this refolution rofe from intelligence of the four 
men of war, which were coming with Rear-Admiral Cornifh to join 
Mr. Pococke, and who might arrive every day. Accordingly, early 
in the morning of the 1 9th, Mr. D’i\che made the fignal for weigh- 
ing, and all the ftiips loofed their top-fails. 

The fuppl ies they had brought were fo much lefs than the wants 
and hopes of the colony, that difappointment appeared in every 
fice ; but the fight of the ftiips getting under fail, in 24 hours after 
their arrival, fpread univerfal confternation, and excited the utmoft 
indignation. All the military officers, the principal inhabitants, and 
even the clergy, aflembled at the governor’s, and immediately 
formed themfelves into a national council ; which unanimoufly de- 
creed, that the precipitate departure of the tquadron muft produce 
the moft detrimental confequeiices to the Interefts of the ftate, as 
iiolding out to all the powers of the country an opprobrious ac- 
knowledgement that they had been entirely defeated in the laft en- 
gagement, and could not ftand another ; and that they utterly de- 

fpaired 
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fpaired of every thing on fhore. In confequence of this deliberation, * 759 * 
a protelf was immediately drawn, declaring Mr. D’Ache refponfible oao^ 
for the lofs of the colony, fuch were the words, and refolving to 
complain to the King and miniftry, and demand public juftice of 
his conduct. I'he (hip Due d’Orleans was by fome accident^ de- 
tained in the road, after the others were under fail, and the com- 
mander was charged to deliver the proteft to Mr. D’Ache, and a 
copy to every commander in the fquadron, which were twelve 
leagues out at Tea when the Due d’Orleaiis joined them. Mr. 

D’Ach6 immediately held a general council of his captains, and 
on the 2 2d anchored again in tlie road of Pondicherry ; and came 
aihore to confult with Mr.'Lally and the government. . On the 25th, 
in the morning, the Englifh fquadron, coming from Negapatam,, 
appeared (landing in line of battle into the road, but driving by the 
current to the northward. All the French (hips weighed, but 
bawled the wind clofe, which being at w. s. w. kept them at their 
firft diftance from the Englilh, \\ hich they had it in their power to 
bear down upon, and engage. Mr. Pococke, unable to get up to 
them, kept his line of battle until the evening, when he continued 
his courfe, and anchored on the 27th at Madrafs. Mr. D’Ache dill 
infifted on returning as foon as polfible to the iflands ; and the go- 
vernment of Pondicherry unwillingly compromifed for his depar- 
ture, on condition that he (hould leave all the Codrees ferving in the 
fquadron, which were 400, and 500 Europeans, either failors or 
marines ; who were accordingly landed, and he failed away on the. 

30th of September. Mr, Lally, with his ufual fpleen, called the Eu- 
ropeans the feum of the fea ; and, indeed, mod of them for a while 
could be fit for little more than to do duty in the town, whilft the 
regular troops kept the field. 

The animofity of Mr. Lally to Mr. Bufly had continued, without 
rcmilfion : he even employed his emiUhries to perfuadc Mr. Bully to 
make him a prelent of money, as a certain means of reconciliation ; 
intending to ule the profler as a confelfion of Mr. Bully’s delin- 
quency, of which he was every where (ceking proofs. Mennnefs 
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and ambition were never more ftriilly united than in this defign. 
Mr. Bufly, having rennitted his fortune to Europe, offered his credit, 
if- employed in community with the government of Pondicherry 
and Mr. Lnlly’s, to raife money for the public fcrvice ; but treated 
the hints of the other propofal, as the defperate zeal of his adherents 
ujuvarranted by himfclf. They faw one another but feldom, but 
were obliged to correlpond on public affairs. The letters of Mr. 
J-ally were replete with fulpiclon, jealouly, infinuation, artifice, in- 
fdence, farcafm, and wit ; Mr. Bufly’s, with fagacity, caution, de- 
ference, argument, profound knowlege, the juffeft views of affairs, 
and the wifeft means to promote their fuccefs ; and Mr. Tally him- 
felf, whilft he. pretended to ridicule, refpedled the extent of his 
talents. Their diflention was In this Bate, when the arrival of a 
frigate from France on the 20th of Auguft brought orders from the 
king and miniftry, recalling all the intermediate officers, who had 
been fent with commiffions fuperlor to Mr. Bufly’s, and appointing 
him fecond in the command, and to fuccced to it after Mr. Tally. 
This diflin£lion produced a more civil intercourfe, and Mr. Tally, 
with feeming complacence, afleed the affiflance of his counfels. The 
firft he gave was the mofl: obnoxious he could. Rajahfaheb, the 
unfortunate but infignificant fbn of Chundahfaheb, had lately found 
means to perfuade Mr. Tally to appoint him Nabob of the Car- 
natic ; and the ceremony had been performed witji oflentation, in the 
month of July, both at Arcot and Pondicherry. This promotion, 
without the participation of Salabadjing, the Subah of the Dccan, 
was a public renunciation of his alliance, and might be improved by 
Nizamally to confirm him in the interefts of theEnglifh. The approach 
ofBaflaulut Jungon the northern confines of the Carnatic appeared 
to Mr. Bufly a relburce, not only to re-eftablifh the former union 
with Salabadjing, but likewife to ftrengthen the immediate opera- 
tions of the French army, by offering Baflaulut Jung the government 
of the Carnatic and its dependencies under the fanftion of Salabad- 
jing, on condition that he would join them with his troops. Mr. 
Tally at firft revolted againft the idea : and his averfion to it was 

imputed 



Book XI. Tb? Carnatic. 52^ 

Imputed not more to his jealouiy of the iipaportance which *759* 

Bufly would regain, by his influence with a, prince long accuftorn/?d oil^. 
to refped his charadler, than to his own obligations to Rajahfaheh, 
who it was faid had purchaicd his appointment. Howeyer, Mr. Lally 
had confented, that Mr. Bufly ihould march with a detachment 
to join Baflaulut Jung, and conclude the negotiation, when the 
French (i^uadron failed away from Pondicherry, where news 
arrived the fame day of the a^lion at Vandiwafli, whiqh Mr-. 

Lally, as a complete victory, fired a hundred guns rpun^ thp 
jramparts of Pondicherry, and wrote magnificent accounts of the 
fuccefs to every man of confequence within or near the province. 

Mr. Bully arrived at Vandiwalh on the 5th of October. The 
Englilh army had left their encampment in jight of this place the 
day before ; they halted two days at Trivatore, during which heavy 
rains and the bad quality of the only water they had to drink brought 
ficknefs upon the camp, which caufed Major Brereton to quit this 
poll, and repair to Conjeveram, where they arrived on the ^th. 

On the fame day, Mr. Bully marched from Vandiwalh with all the 
troops encamped there, reinforced from other parts to 1 500 European 
foot and 300 horfe, befides the black horfe ; he expefled die Englilh 
might wait, and give battle, but they were gone ; and the garrifon 
left in Trivatore, which was only ten Europeans, and a company of 
Sepoys, furrendered to him at difcretion. Draughting 1 50 of the 
European horfe, and 400 foot, to accompany him to Ballaulut Jung, 
he fent back the reft of the army to Vandiwalh, and arrived at Arcot 
on the I oth ; where he was detailed feveral days, by the rains of 
the monfoon. 

BalTaulut Jung advancing from Polore gave out that he would attack 
Nelore ; but when he came near the Pennar quitted the fouthem 
road, and, turning to the weft, encamped on the. i oth of September 
on the plains of Sangam, a town with feveral pagodas on the bank 
of the river, 1 6 miles from Nelore. Here he fummoned Nazeabulla 
and the three greater Polygars to come and pay their obeiflance to 
him in perfon. Nazeabulla contrived to make him believe magnified 
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reports of the force of his garrifon, and of troops coming to rein- 
force it from Madrafs, which brought on a civil intercourfe of letters 
between them ; but the Polygars he defpifed, and refolved not to 
fpare. They, however, fearing, to offend the Englilh government, 
endeavoured to evade the vifft by various excufes, on which he lent 
his horfe over the river to forage on the arable lands for themfelves,. 
and to feixe cattle and grain for the reft of the army. This detri- 
ment not prevailing, he palled the river with his whole force, and 
on the I ft of Oflober encamped at Sydaporam, a confiderable town, 
where the hills of Bangar Yatcham begin on this lide, and lituated 
within ten miles of Venkitagherri, the place of his relldence, and 
“20 from Kalaftri, which is the principal town of Damerla Veiiki- 
tappah. Here he waited, not a little diftrefled for money, and ex- 
pelling the arrival of Mr. Bully, who, on the 1 8tb, had made his 
firft day’s march from Arcot, when he was ftopped Ihort by extra- 
ordinary intelligence from Vandiwalh. 

More than a year’s pay was due to the whole army : what money 
had been fupplied to them lately was in lieu of their provifions, 
when not furnilhed regularly. The foldiers believed, that much 
more than came had been brought by the fquadron, and, what was 
worfo, that their general had amalled and fecreted great wealth. 
Their intrepidity at the aflion of Vandiwalli had increafed the 
indignation of their diftrefles. They complained continually and 
openly, nor did the officers chufe to punilh them on this fcore ; be- 
caufe the plea of their difcontent was true. On others they willied 
to preferve the ufual difcipline. On the i6th fome foldiers of Lorrain 
were punilhed ; fome for neglecft of duty, but ofliers for flovenlinels, 
which they could not avoid. In lefs than an hour after this chaftifc- 
ment, the drums of Lorrain, compelled by 40 or. 50 of tire foldiers, 
who liad concerted, beat the general ; and in an inftant every man 
of tlie regiment was under arms ; and in a few minutes all con- 
curred in the fame rcfolutlon : refufing to admit the commiffioned 
officers, and every ferjeant, excepting two, they marched in order out 
of the camp, towards the mount,iin where the Eng-lilh army had 
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lately encamped. , The officers of Lally’s and the battalion of India, 
hearing the drums of Lorrain, beat the general likewife, and turned 
but the line, thinking the camp was going to be attacked by the 
Engliffi ; and fome of the officers who had perfifled in accompanying 
the men, of Lorrain, prevailed on them to flop ; but could not, to 
return, before they knew the intentions of Lally’s and India, of whom 
they had fome doubt, whether not preparing to furround and attack 
them. For this purpofe they detached a picket to confer with them, 
of whom the fpokefman was the boldeft of the mutiny, and, inftead 
of propofing any conditions for Lorrain, exhorted all he harangued to 
follow their example, and redrefs their common wrongs, unlefs the 
whole army immediately received the. full arrears of their pay. His 
words ran like fire : all, animated wdth the fame fpirit, cried out, march. 
The expoftulations of their officers were vain, they were ordered to 
retire. Parties and detachments were comn^anded, which brought 
up the field-artillery, the tumbrils, oxen, tents, and baggage, and 
even obliged the buzar and market, which confifted of 2000 per- 
fons, and a multitude of animals, to move with them, and to which 
they appointed the ufual guard. They fent likewife to demand the 
colours ; but, feeing the officers determined to die rather than de- 
liver them, defifted. As foon as every thing was gathered, the 
whole line, with feventeen pieces of cannon, marched away. As 
foon as they arrived at the mountain, they with one voice defied 
La Joye, the ferjeant- major of the grenadiers of Lorrain, their 
commander in chief; and he immediately nominated another fer- 
jeant, his major-general, and appointed the heft of the rank and 
file to command the different companies, with the ufual titles 
of cominiffioned officers. Orders were then prepared, and read 
at the head of the men, exafling every article of the fervice. The 
camp was pitched, Gentries, pickets, advanced guards, rounds, calls, 
with every detail of duty and difeiplihe, ffriffly obferved. They did 
not like, but did not leiufc, the vifit of feveral of their officers ; 
but forbade every interference tliat feemed authority^ On hints 
whether they intended to go over to the Englifh, they pointed to 
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their cannon, which were ranged in front of the camp, Being the 
north, from whence alone the appearance of the Englhh army 
could be expefted. The night paffed without riot or confufion. 

In the mean time, exprefles were fent to Pondicherry, where the 
whole council immediately aflembled at Mr. Lally’s, who accufed 
them all, as the inftigators of the revolt; but produced 10,000 pa- 
godas out of his cheft, and fent them by the Vifeount Fiimel, with 
the promife of a general pardon to the troops. The councir likewife 
gave afl'urances, that the whole arrears (hould be difeharged in a 
month, and fent their plate to the mint, as an earneft, which 
example was followed by many of the inhabitants. Fumel arrived 
early in the morning of the 20th at the camp of the troops, who 
had moved fix miles farther on to the weftward, towards Arni : He 
was permitted to confer with their chiefs, whom he harangued on 
the obvious topics of defertion, difhonour, and the deftru<Slion of all 
the French interefts in India, and thought them fufficiently relented, 
to appeal to the whole ; who, according to his requeft, aflembled 
round him on the plain, to the number of 2000 men. He gave 
hints of the money and pardon ; and his reprefentations had well- 
nigh Converted them, when 70 or 80, who were the defperate mu- 
tineers, and had kept away from the aflembly, rufhed in with there 
bayonets fixed, and faid, that nothing could be determined without 
their confent, which fhould never be given to a reconciliation before 
they had received every farthing of their arrears. Fumel, thinking 
neither their number or violence fufficient to revoke the impreffion 
he had made, broke up the aflembly, fignifying, that he fhould re- 
turn to Vandiwafh, and w^t there three hours for their determi- 
nation, before he retumfed to Pondicherry. Within the time the 
anfwer came ; the ferjeant La Joye was a fenfible man, and difap- 
proving, although he commanded the revolt, prevailed on them to 
be content with receiving fix months pay immediately, the reft in a 
month, and a general amnefty, figned by Mr. Lally, and all the 
members of the council of Pondicherry. Accounts were imme- 
diately begun ; and, whilft waiting for them and the return of mef- 
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fengers from Pondicherry, the troops continued abroad with the 
(ame I’egularity as before, under his command. The pardon arrived, 
and the money was paid on the 21ft in the morning, and the whole 
body, excepting 30 who had deferted, marched back under the com- 
mand of their former officers to Vandiwafh, where before evening 
the whole camp was enlivened with dances and jollity, as if after 
dome fignal fuccefs. 

Mr. Bufly, on the firft intelligence of the revolt, refolved to pro- 
ceed no farther, until he faw the event. The difeontent caught the 
troops he had taken with him, and he was obliged to appeafe them 
by a month’s pay, and then to wait, until the money to make up 
the fix months, as to the reft of the army, was remitted from Van- 
diwaffi ; and before he refumed his march, feveral incidents had 
happened, which neceffitated him to change the ftate of his detach- 
ment, and the rout he Intended to take. 

As foon as the Engliffi army, returning from their unfuccefsful 
attempt at Vandiwafh, arrived at Conjeveram, 200 Europeans, with 
two field-pieces, aoo black horfe, and 500 Sepoys, were detached 
under the command of Captain More, towards the encampment 
of Baflaulut Jung at Sidaporum ; they were to be joined in the 
way by the fix companies of Sepoys at Tripettl, by 1000 be- 
longing to Nazeabullah at Nelore, and by the Europeans in both 
thefe places, who were about 70. This force was intended to 
follow and harrafs Baflaulut Jung’s army, if they fhould march 
round to meet and join Mr. Bufly ; but it was the 1 5th of O<ftober 
before they reached Kalaftrl, where the troops from Tripetti arrived 
the fame day, but thofe from Nelore had not yet advanced. The 
two Polygars, Bangar Yatcham and Damerla Venkatypettah, terri- 
fied by the cavalry of Baflaulut Jung at their borders, and doubtful 
of the diftant protedtion of the Englifh troops, temporized, and ac- 
cording to his fummons went to his camp, accompanied by Sampe- 
trow. This man, who has been formerly mentioned, came into the 
province with the Nabob Anwarodean Khan, and had ferved as bis 
Duan, or prime-minifter, until his death ; after which, he wasfome- 
Bmes confulted and employed, but never trufted, by Mahomedally, and 

had 
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liaii a little befoYe the fiege ofMadrafs retired with his wealth, which 
was coniiderable, to Kalaftri. His dilguft to the prefent Nabob had 
fittached him to Maphuze Khan, who ftill continued helplefs and 
difeontented, endeavouring to keep up the difturbances which, he had 
'created in the Tinivelly countries. An officer deputed by them 
both went to Baflaulut Jung, as foon as it was known that he had 
feparated from his brothers, Salabadjing and Nizamally ; and it is 
f'aid, feconded the advice of the French in his fervice, to enter the 
Carnatic, but witli very dilferent views ; for Sampetrow, who ma- 
naged the intrigue, intended that Balihulut Jung ffiould proclaim 
himfelf Nabob, and appoint him his Duan ; forefeeing that the 
concerns of his countries nearer the Kriftna would foon call him 
away ; when he intended that Baflaulut Jung fhould nominate Ma- 
phuze Khan his deputy in the Carnatic, and Sampetrow continuing 
Duan, would, by his afccndance over Maphuze Khan, gtither the 
whole power of the government into his own hands. When it was 
objefted what engagements were to be taken or kept with the French, 
Sampetrow faid. None, if poffible, with either them or the Engllffi; 
but, if neceffitated to chufe, Maphuze Khan was at lead: equally free 
from predile< 51 ion to either. As a fpecimen of his own abilities for 
the fituatlon to which he afpired, he perfuaded the two Polygars to 
make each of them a prefent of 40,000 rupees in ready money, and 
added the fame fum of his own. This affiftance was very much 
■wanted, and gave recommendation to his counfel, of which he was 
expelling the ede<d, when an officer of the hrfi: didin£lion in Sala- 
badjing’s court, and the confident of Nizamally, arrived in the 
camp, with offers of friendlhip, reconciliation, and grants, to dif- 
fuade Baflaulut Jung from entering into any alliance with the 
French againft the Englifh. Nizamally forefaw, that the ftandard 
-of his brother, as the fon of Nizamalmuluck, with the force he com- 
manded, and his relburces, if acting in conjuinffion with the French 
in the Carnatic, might turn the fortune of the war in their favour ; 
and, in their fuccefs, he faw and dreaded, with abomination, the 
reftoration of Mr. Bufly to the councils of Salabadjing, as the ruin 
of his own ambition, Baflaulut Tunc inclined to the advice of Sam- 
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petroW, and would probably have advanced into the plains of the *759- 
Carnatic, with equal profeflions to the French and Englllh, if the odober 
Englifli troops had not arrived as they did at Kalaftri. Their^ ap- 
pearance difconcerted him the more, becaufe the commander of the 
French troops in his army, and the agent deputed to him from 
Pondicherry, had, with as much confidence as Imprudence, aflured 
him, before he crofled the Pennar, that Mr. Bufly would join him 
at Sydaporum on the ift of October. It was now the 19th, and 
Baflaulut Jung, fb long difappolnted,. would hot at length- believe 
that Mr. Bufly had even left Pondicherry ; when reports arrived of 
the revolt at Vandiwafli ; on which, he beat his great drum, re- 
crofied the Pennar, and marched to the n.w. into the country of 
Cudapah, towards the capital of the fame name. The French troops 
accompanied him, diflireflbd for neceflaries ; ^but their officers pre- 
vailed on him to requefl: of Mr. Bufly, that he would immediately 
advance and join him in Cudapah. Mr. Bufly received this intelli- 
gence on the 24th, and fetout the fame day ; but, as more than half 
the way he had to pafs was. through the mountains, he took with 
him only three companies of Sepoys, 100 of the European horfe, and 
200 black under a good partlzan, which lie had enlifled at his 
own expence at Arcot, becaufe thofe he had brought from Vandi- 
wafli were gone off for want of pay. They marched without artil- 
lery, and with very little baggage. 

The monfoon, with figns of ftormy weatlier, warned Admiral 
Pococke to quit the coafl; : the prefidency endeavoured to perfuade 
him to leave fuch of his fhips as did not require the dock, in the 
bay of Trinconamalee ; from whence they might return with the 
fair weather in January, mady to oppofe any part of the French fqua- 
dron, which might be fent back expeditioufly from the iflands, in 
order to command the coafl: during the abfence of the Englifh ; but 
Mr. Pococke judicloufly rcfolved not to diminHh hls flirength, until he 
had rounded Ceylon, and was far enough up the Malabar coafl: to 
be fure the enemy were not waiting to meet him there, under this 
very difadvantage : but promlfed; as foon as fecure from this event, 
tD-fond round-Mr. Cornifh’s fhips, if they fhould join him in tiie 
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way. On the i6th, the Revenge, which had been left cruizing to 
the fouthward, came in with intelligence that ftie had on the 8th 
fallen in with Mr. Cornifli’s divihon, and ^three Indiamen, having 
on board Colonel Coote, with 600 men, the remainder of his regi- 
ment, and that they were beating up to Madrals. Mr. Pococke 
failed, with his fquadron, at break of day on the i8th, and the fame 
night met Mr. Cornilh’s off Pondicherry t he immediately put fuch 
of the troops as were on board the men of war into the Queenlbo- 
rough frigate, and fent her away, with the three Indiamen, to Ma- 
drafs; where they did not arrive until the 27th, taking ten days 
againft the monfoon to gain what with it might have been run in ais 
many hours. As foon as the troops were landed, 200 from the camp 
were embarked, in five Indiamen, for Bengal, with Major Calliaud, 
whom Colonel Clive had requefted might be fent to take the com- 
mand of the army in that province, if Colonel Coote fhould be de- 
tained to ferve on the coaft. Sixty Europeans had been fent a few 
<lays before to Mafulipatam ; but thefe detachments were partly com- 
penfated by another exchange of prifoners with Pondicherry, from 
whence 170, all that remained there, were delivered, and arrived 
on the 17th at Madrafs. 

The laft exchange before this in Auguft had cleared Tritchinopoly 
of the remainder of the French prifoners in confinement there. The 
numbers which, on different fucceffes, had been brought into the city, 
were 670, all taken during the campaigns of Colonel Lawrence, 
under the walls of the city ; but only 400 were remaining to be re- 
leafed, in the late exchanges : of the reft moft had died ; 30 had been 
fent on their offer of enlifting to ferve with Mahomed Iflbof in the 
countries of Madura and Tinivelly ; and the others, who, although 
foreigners were not Frenchmen, had been admitted to ferve in the 
garrifon of Tritchinopoly, which, the final clearance of its dungeons 
releafed from the fevereft and moft anxious part of their duty. 
The detachment of 90 men fent from Madrafs, arrived at the city on 
the 26th of Auguft. The Dutch at Negapatam would not let them 
land in their bounds, which obliged them to come on Ihore in the open 
town of Nagore, where they would have been expofed to rifque, if 
4 there 
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there had been a ftrong force in the French fort of Karical. With > 759 - 
this reinforcement the garrifoii had 250 eftimated Europeans, moft ol\ob^ 
of whom were invalids, deferters, or topafles, and 3000 Sepoys ; 
and the Nabob ftill maintained his 1 000 horfe, which had afforded 
parties fufficient to fecure the revenues of the diftrifts ofTritchinopoly 
fouth of the Coleroon, of Seringham on the other fide, and even farther 
on toVolcondah, before the detachment with Fumel had extended the 
authority of the French government as far as Utatoor. The inter- 
mediate villages, of which the French had lately taken pofTeflion, had 
remained for many months before unmolefted, and were flourifhing ; 
and, as foon as it was known that Fumel was returning fromVolcon- 
dah to Pondicherry, Captain Jofeph Smith detached Captain Richard 
Smith, with 180 Europeans, four guns, 800 Sepoys, and 500 of 
the Nabob’s horfe, to recover the country that had been loft. 

They marched on the i8th of September; but had only crofted 
the Coleroon, when news of the arrival of the French fquadron 
at Pondicherry alarmed the Nabob fo much, that, to quiet his 
apprehenfions, all the Europeans, with 600 of the Sepoys, were 
recalled into the city ; but the horfe, with the other 200 Sepoys, 
went on to Utatoor. Colonel Brereton, when determined to 
march againft the French at Vandiwafh, had enjoined Jofeph Smith 
to undertake fome enterprize which might draw off a part of their 
force from their ftations towards the Paliar, and oblige them to de- 
tain to the fouthward, what might be at this time in thofe quarters : 
his letters arrived on the 6th of October. J. Smith had for fome time 
meditated an attempt to retake Devi Cotah by furprize, to give the 
fquadron a certain ftation, from which they might be fupplied with 
water and provifions, without begging leave, as it were, of the Danes 
and Dutch. The opportunity was at tiiis time probable ; for, confiding 
in the remotenefs of its fituation from any of the Englifti ftations, and 
wanting troops in other parts, Mr. Lally had reduced the garrlfon to 
30 Europeans and 100 Sepoys; and the Coleroon, which difem- 
bogueth into the fea near Devi Cotah, was at this time full and rapid. 

On the night of the 9th, Captain Richard Smith, with 1 40 Europeans 
and Topafles, 300 Sepoys, two petards, and fome fcaling ladders, 
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embarked in two large boats, which ferved as ferries over the Cole- 
roon, and thirteen of wicker, covered with leather, which are like- 
wife ufed on the fame river. Lieutenant Horne, with 500 Sepoys, 
and two field-pieces, marched two days before to Tanjore, and the 
Nabob’s horfe, with the 200 Sepoys, advanced from Outatoor to the 
diftrifts of Verdachelum ; all the three parties were to join, and at- 
tack Chilamlxuum, if the attempt on Devi Cotah fucceeded. It was 
expected, that the current would carry the boats down in 60 hours,, 
although the diflance by the coiirfe of the river is 200 miles. Heavy 
rains commenced as foon as the troops were embarked, and conti- 
nued this and the fucceedlng day.. At tlie noon of the iith 
they landed in an unfrequented part covered with wood to drefs 
their meal and clean their arms; in the enfuing night, one of the 
Large boats, in which was Enfign Hunterman, with half the Eu- 
ropeans and Topaffes, the foaling ladders and petards, and feven of 
the fmaller boats, loft the main channel of the river, and entered 
into that which leads from it on the left toward Chilambarum, 
and foon after ran aground on a bank of fand ; where feeing no- 
thing of the other boats, and uncertain whether they were before 
or behind, or whether they might not likewife have ftruck 
on fome fand, Hunterman refolved to remain where he was until 
day-light ; before which. Captain Smith, with the reft of the boats, 
was arrived at the rendezvous, five miles from Devi Cotah, and 
waiting for thofe with Hunterman,. which did not come up until 
the evening. This delay difeovered tlie detachment. Never- 
thelefs Captain Smith marched acrofs the land, and took poft on 
the 14th, intending to efoalade in the enfuing night. Two broad 
and deep channels of the Coleroon pafs along the north and fouth 
fides of the fort ; the ground to the weft was at this time a morafs ; 
the eaftern face ftanding on dry fand, w'as the only part accefiible ; 
but had a dry ditch and glacis ; both, however, (light. The boats 
carrying, the troops dropt down the north channel to the ftrand, 
where all landed. The Europeans were to efoalade, the Sepoys to 
fuftain them, and no fire was to be given by any on any caufe, 
before the Europeans had gained footing on the rampart. The 
2 . moon 
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moon was rifeii, and the Europeans with the ladders were 
neverthelefs at the foot of the wall before tliey were difeovered 
by the garrifon, who immediately tlironged and fir.d ; whicli 
the Sepoys at the creft of the glacis, who fhared part of it, returned 
in much hurry and confufion, and then ran away ; on which Cap- 
tain Smith feeing no farther probability of fuccefs, ordered the Eu- 
ropeans to retreat likewife. Thirty of them had continued in the 
boats, unable to move with fwelled legs, acquired by fetting 6o 
hours up to their knees in water ; and nine, who were foreigners, 
had deferred. The next day he received intelligence of the rcpulfc 
of the Englilh troops at Vandiwafh, fignificd with apprehenfons 
of evil confequences from the ill fuccefs ; and this news, wu'th the 
mifchances of his party, and the preparation of the garrifon rendered 
farther perfeverance imprudent. In the morning the difabled men 
were fent off to Atchaveram, and the reft follow ed in the afternoou. 
The fwelling of the rivers had prevented Horne’s detachment from rci- 
vancing beyond Tanjore; and if they had, the news of the repulle 
at Vandiwafh, would equally have prevented the attempt on Chi- 
lambarum ; and they were ordered to return to Tritchinopoh-. 
Captain Smith followed, with his own detachment, and all the 
ftores, through the country along the fouth bank of the Coleroon, and 
arrived on the 24th. The fmall boats were burnt for w'ant of haiKh. 
to carry them back, but the two larger were left to be tou ed up, as 
foot! as the frefties w^ere pafted. 

All the revenues colleded by the French government, even when 
their pofleftions were moft extended, had never fu-fficed for the cx- 
pences of the field. Much ground had lately been recovered by the 
Englifli ; w'hofe reinforcements, and their late, although unfucceVsful, 
attack on Vandiwafh alarmed the country on the fouth of the Palin r ; 
in which many of the villagers w'ere quitting their fields, whicii 
gave the renters fpecious pretexts to require abatements on their 
leafes from the adminiftration of Pondicherry. No money, and manv 
debts remained in the treafury there ; and the late revolt demonftrated 
that the troops could not be trufted for the time to come any 
longer than they fhould be ftriaiy paid. The cnly part of the pro- 

Z z z 2 vince. 



Uilobcr* 



538 

* 759 - 

- , 

0<5lober. 


The War of Coromandel, 

vince, whether under the French, the Fngllfh, or the Nabob’s au- 
thority, which had lately remained exempt from ravage, contribu- 
tions, or military operations, was the country from Outatoor to the 
fbuthern dlftridls of Tritchinopoly, including the rich and fertile 
ifland of Seringham ; where the approaching harveft of December, 
which is by far the greateft of the year, promifed in this, a more 
abundant crop than ufual. The government’s (hare was valued at 
600,000 rupees, and would be received in February. From thele 
confiderations Mr. Lally refolvcd to take pofleffion of thefe coun- 
tries, with a force fufficient to keep the garrifon of Tritchinopoly 
within their walls. But as this could not be effefted, without ex- 
pofing the ftations and country near the Paliar to rifque, by the fub- 
rtraftion of fuch a number of troops as would be fent away to the 
ibuthward, he meant to ftation 800 men near Arcot, who were to move 
to the relief of any place that might be attacked ; and, with this af- 
fiftance in profpedf, he fuppofed that the garrifons he fliould leave in 
the forts, although very (lender, would defend themfelves to extre- 
mity, and protraft the fuccefl'es of the Englilh force, until his ob- 
je( 5 l to the fouthward was accomplilhed. Mr. Deleyrit, and the 
Council of Pondicherry, objefted to the feparation of the army, as 
fraught with the moft dangerous confequences. Mr. Lally imputed 
tlieir repugnance to the intention he had declared of farming out the 
collections under his own infpeCtion, by which they would be de- 
prived, as he fuppofed, of their ufual perquifites ; and they attributed 
his propenfity to the expedition to the fame fpirit of peculation. 

To confirm the appearance ofmaintaining the Paliar, a detachmentof 
50 men of Lally’s regiment attacked three companies of Sepoys, polled 
in a village called Checkrimalore, fituated on the (buth bank of the 
river, in a line oppofite to Conjeveram ; but the Sepoys (lood firm, 
killed five, and took three men, with an officer mortally wounded. 
Two companies were likewife ported at Salawauk, between Outra- 
malore and Chlnglapett, of which Lieutenant Fletcher drew off one 
to rtrengthen the efcort proceeding with the lart exchange of French 
prilbners to Sadrafs ; on which the French guard at Outramalore 
drove away the other company remaining at Salawauk ; but a few 
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days after, Lieutenant Fletcher recovered this poft. At the fame 
time, parties and detachments were continually moving, to accom- 
plilh the difpofitions Mr. Lally had arranged. The troops allotted 
for the fouthern expedition were 900 Europeans, of which 100 were 
cavalry, 1 000 Sepoys, 200 black horfe, and ten pieces of cannon, 
under the command of Mr. Crillon ; their rendezvous was at 
I'hiagar, to which they reforted from different parts by various 
routes, and were all affembled there on the eleventh of November. 
Neither the prelidency of Madrafs, nor Captain Smith at Trit- 
chliiopoly, obtained any certain account of their force or inten- 
tions. The Nabob’s horfe, with the 500 Sepoys, which had been 
fent to Verdachelum, and had done no little mifehief during 
their excurfion, had returned toUtatoor on the I2th, and were halt- 
ing there on the 15th, when they difeovered ati advanced party of 
the enemy, which they fuppofed the whole, and immediately re- 
treated to Pitcliandah ; a few hours after, the enemy came up to 
Samiaveram, and the next day, their horfe advanced, and reconnoitered 
the banks of the Coleroon, and then fell back and took poft with the 
reft in the village and pagoda of Munfurpet. The whole force 
was. 3^ Europeans, 100 Coftiees, 500 Sepoys, two guns, and fome 
black horfe, commanded, by a partizan and two fubal terns ; of which 
Jofeph Smith obtained right intelligence ; and early the next morn- 
ing fent out 10 companies of Sepoys, .120 Europeans and topafles, fix 
field-pieces, and 400 of the Nabob’s horfe, under the command of his 
fecond Richard Smith, and from the intimacy between them Ire 
accompanied the detachment as a volunteer. They crofted the Caveri 
and Coleroon oppofitc to the city. The village of Munfurpet 
had rice-fields in front, through which the road onwards to the Co- 
leroon was a caufeway ralfed above them ; fo that the enemy had no at- 
tack to fear on this fide, and' their retreat was open to Samiaveram 
and Utatore. The banks of the Coleroon are fteep and high, and 
the water at this time was fo low as to run only in fmall channels, 
leaving large beds of fand, and a fliore of it, under the banks. Three 
companies of Sepoys were fent up the bank with the colours of all 
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1 759. the compaiVies, which they (lil'played at proper diftances to relemble, 
— “T * whilft the main body ot the detachment filed unfeen under the 

November. 1 1 r 1 • • 1 • 

bank, two miles on to the left, when quitting the river, they con- 
tinued their march in the bed of a watcr-courfe then dry, which led 
to the north, and brought them on two miles, hill undifeovered, until 
they were in a line with Alunfurpet, when the wnter-courl'e turn- 
ing another way the troops came out of it ; and as they were alct i d- 
ing a rifing ground juft before them, within a mile and a haM of 
Munfurpet, were for the firft time perceived by the enemv there ; 
whofe confulion was much lefs than might have been expcifted from 
the furprizc. They got, although in hurry, their line into order, 
and began to retreat faft in order to gain Samiaveram. The Nabob’s 
horfe were detached to harrafs and impede their front, and by hard 
driving four of the field- pieces were brought near enough to fire upon 
their line of march, when they very imprudently unlimbered tluir 
guns to return this fire. Neverthelefs the purfuit lafted four miles, 
when they halted in a village, to ftand the brunt ; but were foon 
beat from their guns, and the whole broke, and every man berg d 
• quarter. One officer, 15 Europeans, and 30 Cofffees, were mae.e 
prlfoners; moft of the reft of thefe troops w^ere killed during the purfuit 
andfight. Some of the Sepoys were cut down inthebeginningof the rout 
by the Nabob’s horfe, wdio were immediately ordered to f pare all wdio 
flung down their arms. The tw'o guns, two tumbrils, a great quantity 
of ammunition, all the baggage, and an elephant, were taken. Captain 
Richard Smith converting with one of the prifoners, obtained in- 
formation from him of the force with Mr. Crillon, and, to his great 
furprize, that it would encamp this very evening at Utatore, and ad- 
vance on the morrow^ Fatiguing as the fervice of the day had been, 
no time was to be loft. The whole detachment, with their pri- 
foners and fpoils, returned that night to the bank of the Colcroon, 
and ftept on their arms, and early the next morning began to crofi; 
the river, in which a hidden frefh was coming down, which obliged 
the latter part of the detachment to pafs in boats, and the laft boat 
in which was one of the guns, \vas driven on a fiind, from whence 
it" took four hours to releafe it, and four men were drowned in the 
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attempt ; and by this time the forcmoft of Ci illon’s troops appeared on 
the bank of the river. The flood kept them there until the 20th, when 
they CIO lied into the Ifland of Seringham, and encamped oppofite 
to the weft face of the pagoda, in which Captain J. Smith had ftationed 
300 Sepoys, 500 colleries armed with their long lances, and two 
field-pieces, with European gunners. The outward wall of the pa- 
goda, being 40 feet high, can neither be defended nor efcaladed ; and, 
if battered down, which would be tedious, the ruins would be dif- 
ficult to pafs. The great gateway is within, 40 feet high, 30 broad, 
and 40 through to the inlide of the pagoda. As it is impoffible to 
weild gates of fuch a furface, a wall 20 feet high had been raifed 
acrofs the middle of the paflage, and in the wall was left an opening, 
in which likewife no gate had been ereifted. A trench was therefore 
dngacrofs the paftagein front, and a parapet was rtfifed behind the open- 
ing for the field-pieces. At day-break on the 21ft, the French advanced 
their heavieft cannon, which foon beat down the partition- wall, and 
difabled the field-pieces on the parapet. They then ran to the aflault, 
and ftormed their way in ; not without much refiftancc from the 
Sepoys, but very little from the colleries. Irritated by their lofs, 
they refufed quarter for fome time after all reliftance had ceafed. 
They then turned out whom they had fpared, when the mulketry 
fired upon them as they were going away, and fome of the European 
horfe rode after and cut down others : but neither with the permlf- 
fion of their officers. The garrifon of Tritchinopoly beheld this 
wanton cruelty from the walls ; but could give no relief. Few of 
the Sepoys regained the city, and one of the three companies was 
intirely loft. Jofeph Smith reproached Crillon feverely for this 
barbarity. 

The prefidency, as foon as certified of the deftinatlon of this part 
of the French army, refolved that the whole of their own ihould im- 
mediately take the field. The choice of operations was left to Colonel 
Coote, who on the 2iftofNovember came from Madrafs to Conjevc- 
ram, where the largeft divilion of the troops were in cantonment. 
Having taken the command, he Immediately afl'embled a council ol 
war, in which it was agreed, that the feparated and dlftant /itu i- 
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tions of the enemy’s troops, left a fair opportunity to reduce the fort 
of Vandiwafti, which it was determined to try. The troops which 
had landed with Colonel Coote, joined the camp at Conjeveram on 
the 23d ; from whence Captain Prefton was fent off the lame day 
with his own company of infantry and of the pioneers, to remain 
at Chinglapett, in readinels to advance with them when called for 
to Vandiwalh, bringing likewife two eighteen-pounders and a howitz. 
The next evening Major Brereton proceeded with a ftrong detachment 
to attack Trivatore ; and on the 25th Colonel Coote with the main 
body advanced towards Arcot, where all the enemy’s troops in the 
field were encamped. Thcfe difpofitions were meant to perplex their 
guefs of what blow was intended ; they had moft reafon to exped 
againft Arcot, but neverthelefs concluded Vandiwalh. 

A party fent forward by Major Brereton in veiled Trivatore at nine 
at night, but kept their guards lb negligently, that the garrifon, 
w’hich were only a company of Sepoys, efcaped through them be- 
fore morning. Major Brereton, leaving two companies of Sepoys in 
Trivatore, marched on with his divifion, and arrived the next day, 
which was the 26th, at Vandiwalh. Early the next morning they 
affaulted the pettah and carried it, after a flight refillance from fome 
Sepoys, but without any lofs. 

Colonel Coote arrived the fame morning with his divifion at Arcot, 
where he faw nothing of the enemy’s troops on the ground of their 
encampment near the town. They had fent a detachment on the night 
of the 24th, preceding the morning thatColonelCoote began his march, 
which attacked the Englilh poll at Checkrimalore, where the three 
companies of Sepoys had juft been reinforced, without the enemy’s 
knowledge, with 50 Europeans from Conjeveram. Theirdetachmentat- 
tacked before day-break of the 25th, and were r^pulfed, with the lofs 
of 20 Europeans, and their commandiDg officer, and retreated imme- 
diately to Chittapet ; to which, as appointed the general rendez- 
vous, the reft of the troops in the field at Arcot were on their march 
ill the evening of the 26th, whilft Colonel Coote’s divifion was ap- 
proaching the ground they were quitting. In the evening of the 
27th, fome hours after his arrival at Arcot, Colonel Coote received 
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ail cKprefs from Major Brereton of his fuccefs on the pettah of Van- 
diwafli ; and immediately made a forced march towards him. The next 
day^ he left Major Monfon to bring on tlie line, and proceeding with 
the cavalry, arrived before noon at Vandiwafli ; where Brereton had 
almoft completed a battery for the two eighteen-pounders which 
accompanied his divifion. It was erefled in the weftern pettah, 
againft the tower and cavalier in the s. w. angle of the fort. In 
the night, another battery was begun near the n. w. angle of tiie 
fouthern pettah, dire^lly oppollte to the fame tower ; and both 
were compleated before the morning; but as the two eightccn- 
pounders expelled from Chlnglapett v.ere not arrived, two twelvc- 
pounders brought up from the line were mounted in their flead. Hi- 
therto the enemy had fired day and night frpm the walls, and onlv 
{lightly wounded one man. The fire of the batteries opened with 
the day, which was the 29th, and the tower attacked was filenced, 
and a practicable breach made in it, before noon : when Colonel Coote 
fummoned the French officer, who anfwcred, that he Ihould obey 
the orders he had received, to defend the fort to extremity. 'I'he 
batteries then continued to difmantle other parts of the defences ; and 
in the evening Major Monfon came up, with the main body of 
the army. 

In the morning, the Kellidar fent feme of his officers and fer- 
vants, to fllpulate for his own fecurity in the event. Colonel Coote 
pledged himl'elf to continue him in the fort, and in the rent of tlie 
difirids, as a dependent of the Company, if he would, with his owm 
tr(X)ps, fei/.e, and deliver up thofe he had admitted belonging to the 
French ; but infifted on a pofitive aniwer by two in the afternoon ; 
at which hour no anll.'er came ; but a little after, the French fbldiers 
appeared on the walls, and called out, that they w’’ould dcllv'er up the 
fort. Colonel Coote chanced to be at the battery, and immediately 
ordered a company of Sepoys to advance, and take pofieffion of tlie 
gateway ; who when they came there, w'ere told that the key was 
with the Kellidar. This baulk might have produced untoward con- 
fcquences, if Colonel Coote, at the fame time that he fent the Sepoys 
to the gate, had not advanced liiinfclf with another company to the 
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breach, which they entered without oppofitlon ; and being immedi- 
ately followed by ifome of the officers with the picquet, no refiftance 
was attempted in any part of the fort. The troops belonging to 
the French were five ffibaltcrn officers, 63 private Europeans, and 
100 Sepoys ; the Kellidar’s, 500 horfemen and foot. In this fuccefs, 
not a man of the Englllb troops was killed, and only five were 
wounded. The Englilh forces had thrice before been againft this 
place, and in the lad were repulfed, as we have lately feen^ with as 
much lots as they had fuftered in any adlion in thefe wars. The 
Kcllidar had iigned the treaty, juft as the troops entered ; but his 
importance in tlic province, his relation to the family of Chunda- 
faib, his long connexion with the French government, and his in- 
veterate enmity to the Nabob Mahomedally, weighed unjuftly more 
than the refpeCt due to a contract of which he was fulfilling his 
part. He was brought to Madrafs, behaved haughtily, and would 
give no account of his treafurcs, which he had fent away to Coilas 
Guddy, a fort on one of the higheft hills near Velorc, in which 
relided the widow of Subderally Cawn. The Nabob laid, that the 
making him prifoncr was of more importance than the reduflion of 
the fort, but offered to releafe him for ten lacks of rupees. 

The French troops in the field had made no motion from Chittapet 
to interrupt the attack; and, as their inadtlon rendered it unnecelfary 
to march againft them, Colonel Coote relblved to attack Carangoly, 
before they were reinforced fufficicntly to rifque an engagement. 
Carangoly is fituated 35 miles w.s.w. from Vandiwalh, 12 to the 
fouth a little wefterly from Chinglapett, and 1 8 from Sadrafs and 
the fea. The fort is large, having four not very unequal fides, of 
which the circumference is 1500 yards. It is built of ftone, and 
has, before the main wall and the towers, a parapeted faufebray, and 
a wet ditcli. The four fides nearly face to the cardinal points of the 
compafs ; a pettah, feparated from the fort by an elplanade, and 
extending in a curve, intirely enveloped the north, and part of tlie weft 
and eaft faces of the fort. As the weakeft part, becaufc neareft to the 
oppofite pettah, the French had thrown up a glacis before the north 
front, but had not completed it before the tower in the n. e. angle. 
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The army, by detachments, entered the pettah, on the 4th of 
December, and were expofed to fome fire from the fort, which killed 
a grenadier. The attack was confined to the north front, which, 
befides the two round towers in the angles, had the ufual voluminous 
defences of a gateway, and a fquare tower on each hand of it ; in all 
five proje(f!llons. On the 6th the army had finilhed, and began to fire 
from, a battery of two eighteen-pounders, oppolite the fquare tower 
next the round one in the angle on the left of this front. One of 
the guns fired to breach in the angle of the curtain on the left of 
the fquare tower, and the other to take olF the flanking fire of the 
round : but the fire of the fort was much fuperior ; for befides 
feveral old guns long belonging to the fort, the French had nine 
excellent pieces well mounted, w'hich they brought to this face ; and 
embrafures not only in the gate-way, but in the two towers on the 
right of it, commanded the battery ; to oppofe which another battery 
for two guns was raifed on the left of the firfi:, which opened on 
the yth in the morning, and the eight-inch hovvitz was planted in 
the N. w. part of the pettah, wdiich firing dead Ihells in recochet 
infiladed in its whole length the rampart of the front attacked. At 
noon of this day the breach appeared practicable, and Colonel Cootc 
fummoned the commandant, Colonel O Kenelly, an Irilhman, and 
an officer of reputation in Lally’s regiment, fignifying that, if he 
perfifted, the garrifon would be expofed to the fame treatment as had 
been inflicted on the troops taken by aflault at Seringham. O Ke- 
nelly anfwered, that, as the letter was not directed in French, he 
had not opened it ; and as foon as the trumpet who brought it had 
reached the pettah, recommenced the fire. It continued hotly on 
the 8th and 9th ; when Colonel Coote advanced a zig-zag from the 
breaching battery. On the loth in the morning, there only re- 
mained fhot for two hours ; and more had been fent for from Ching- 
lapett ; but before the batteries ccafed, a flag of truce, little expetSled, 
appeared on the walls. I'iine was at this time of more importance 
than any thing but the difgracc of a repulfe, and Coote granted al- 
moft all that was alked. The garrifon, which confided of 100 Euro- 
peans, including officers, marched out with their arms, two rounds 
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a man, fix days provifioiis, colours flying, and drums beating : the 
Sepoys were difarmed, but likewife let free. Four of the nine guns 
belonging to the French had been dllmounted, two Europeans were 
killed, and five dangeroufly wounded. The Sepoys had fuffered 
more. The lofs of the Englilh troops was lieutenant Campbell of 
the artillery ; a grenadier, a Sepoy, and a Topafs mortally wounded. 

On the 1 2th, the army encamped again at Vandiwalh ; where- 
tbey were joined the fame day by Captain More, with his detach- 
ment from the northward. Thefe troops had advanced, accom- 
panied by thofe at Tripetti as far as Nelorc, and were joined on the 
road by the party ot Europeans fiationed there with lieutenant 
Elliot ; but the troops of Nazeabullah although ready had not 
fiirred a fiep from the walls ; he neverthelefs pretended that the 
dread of his preparations had been the principal caufe of Baflaulut 
Jung’s retreat out of the Carnatic. All alarms having ceafed in this- 
part of the country. Captain More fent back Elliot’s party to 
Nelore, and thofe which had come from Tripetti, and returned 
with his own divlfion. by the way of Tripaflbreto Conjeveram. 

Colonel C(X)te, when marching againfi: Vandiwafli, had ordered 
Captain Wood, if to be done with fafety, to advance from Covre- 
pauk, and take pod in tlic city of Arcot, in order to prevent the 
French garrlfon in the fort there from colledling provifions. Wood 
arriv'ed in the town on the zStli, with 300 Sepoys, 50 Europeans, 
and 50 black horfe, who, without the lead oppofition, took pof- 
fedion of the Nabob’s palace and the adjacent drects, altliough 
not half a mile from the fort ; where they obliged the French renter 
and the principal inhabitants to redeem the red of their property, 
Iw furnilhing at tlic market-price a large quantity of rice, of which 
the fcarcity was encreafing every day by a general failure of the 
harved in this part of the country. Captain More’s detacliment 
was ordered to join Captain Wood’s on their return, and both to 
make preparations for the attack of the fort of Arcot, againd which 
Colonel Coote intended to march as foon as he had reduced Caran- 
goly. They had coUecled fafeines and other materials, and had even 
licgun to condrufl one of the batteries, when they w'ere obliged to 
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defift, and retire, on tho pth, by the approach of Mr. Bufly re- 
turning from the northward with a much larger force than had 
accompanied him out of the province. 

After fifteen days march, and three of halt, Mr. Bufiy, with his 
detachment, arrived on the loth of November at Baflaulut Jung’s 
camp, which was lying on a plain, fix miles from the city of Cu- 
dapah. The diftance from Arcot in the dired line is no miles, 
nearly north ; but 300 by the road, which winds more than two’ 
thirds of the way along the valleys of rocky mountains. The 
French detachment with Baflaulut Jung, the Europeans as well as 
the Sepoys, were, for want of money, in want even of food ; and to ■ 
maintain them, their officers had fold every thing of their own, but 
their cloaths from fimilar diftrcfles, although not fo fevere, the 
troops of Baflaulut Jung were ready to revolt. His propofals to Mr. 
Bufly were, “ that the French fliould regard him as the abfolute 
“ maflier of the province of Arcot, fhould furrender to his authority 
“ all the countries of which they were in poflelfion, whether in this 
“ province or in the dependencies of Tritchinopoly, and he would 
“ account with them for one-third of the produce ; but whatlbever 
“ might hereafter be conquered, fliould become entirely his own, free 
“ of this deduction.- All affairs and tributes were to be regulated by 
‘‘ theDuan he (hould appoint. Tlie French were to fwear they would 
“ aflift him againfl: Nizamally, if he fliould enter the Carnatic ; 
with whom they fliould make no treaty without the participation^ 
of Baflaulut Jung ; and, after they had conquered or made peace 
with the Englilh, Ihould furnifli him w ith a body of trwps, to • 
make war on Nizamally. After the p>cace, he w as to be put in 
full pofl'eflion of the whole Carnatic, and its dependcncic.s, ac- • 
cording to the ancient ufages, when the French were no longer 
‘ to be entitled to any part of the revenues. He might return 
‘ into the Dccan, whenfoever he pleafed ; and, during his abfcnce 
from his capital of Adoni, the French were to funiiffi a detach- 
nieiit of 300 Europeans, and 2000 Sepoys, with artillery, ammu- 
nition, and ftores, to garrlfon this place ; and the expence of this • 
body of troops might be deducted out of his fliare of the revenues 
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“ of the Carnatic. ' As his troops were unpaid, and fince the difafter 
“ of Nazirjing were afraid of ferving in the Carnatic, Mr. Buify 
“ (hould immediately lend him four lacks of rupees to be diftributed 
“ amongft them as the only means of engaging them to march. If 
this agreement fliould not take effect after his arrival at Arcot, he 
“ and his army Ihould be recondu£led out of the province with 
“ friendlhip and good faith.” The tenor of thefe terms bore the 
flrongeft marks of Sampetrow’s advice : Mr. Bufly anfwered them 
by other propolals, which left the ifllie of every one made by 
Bafl'aulut Jung uncertain, and liable to future difeuffions and ar- 
rangements. The perfonal conferences only widened the dilFerence, 
by difeovering more clearly to each the views of the other ; but 
Baflaulut Jung took no perlbnal dilguft to Mr. Bufly, and at his 
folicitation ili'ued patents fubjeding, at leafl: in words, the whole 
province of Arcot to the government of Mr. Lally, -and enjoining 
all the chiefs and feudatories to pay him the ufual tributes and 
obeifance. In the fame plain where Baflaulut Jung and Bufly were 
encamped, were likewife lying two other confiderable bodies of 
troops, the one a detachment of jooo Morattoes appointed to guard 
that part of the territory of Cudapah, which had been ceded the 
year before the lafl; to the Morattoe jurifdi6lion ; the other was a 
body of 2500 Pltan horle, belonging to the Nabob of Cudapah. 
Mr. Bufly, by former intercourfes, knew the officers of both. The 
Pitans lent him money, which enabled him to inlifl: 100 of their 
horfe, the fame number of Baflaulut Jung’s, and 200 of the Mo- 
rattoes ; and to fupply the immediate wants of the French troops at- 
tending Baflaulut Jung, and his own detachment, which he now 
joined into one body under his own command. This whole force 
collected, confifted of 350 European infantry, 100 European horfe, 
2500 Sepoys, of which 500 were Arabs or Abyflinians, 800 black 
horfe, and 10 pieces of cannon ; with which he marched away on 
the I ^th of November, five days after his arrival, returning by the 
fame way he had come. On the loth of December, he arrived at 
Arcot, from whence his approach had obliged Captain Moore and 
Wood to return with their detachments to Covrepauk, and from 
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hence Captain Moore proceeded with his to the army at Carangoly, 
to which it added 1 8o Europeans, 1 200' Sepoys, and 1 60 black horfe. 
The Europeans replaced the number which were left in garrifon at 
Vandiwalh and Carangoly, and the Sepoys were more. 

The lofs of thefe places was the fevereft reproach of the error 
which Mr. Lally had committed in detaching fb great a part of 
his force to the fouthward : of which he himfelf was fo fenfible, 
that he juftihed it only by the diftrefs to which he was reduced for 
money to 1 apply the immediate pay and fubfiftance of the army. He 
now fent exprefles to recall them all, excepting 300 Europeans, which 
were to be left in the pagoda of Serlngham. The main body of the 
French troops remained waiting their arrival at Chlttapet. !Mr. Bufly 
left his force about the town of Arcot, aij^ went himfelf to Pondi- 
cherry. The horfe he brought fpread themfelves, and committed 
every kind of ravage and deftru< 5 lion as far as Conjeveram, between 
the Pallar and the mountains. A body of Morattoes belonging to 
Morarlrow had been for fome time at the pafs of Cudapanatam, w. of 
Vclore ; they were commanded by Innis Khan, whom we have feen 
ferving in the former wars of Tritchlnopoly. Botli Madrafs and 
Pondicherry had agents in their camp, treating for their fcrvice. The 
Eiiglifh, Morarlrow knew, had moft money ; and pretending, that 
he had incurred great charges in preparing a body of troops at their 
requlfitlon, to march to their afhflance before the fiege of Madrafs, 
for which he had not been paid, the terms he now demanded were 
peremptory, and the rates high. They endeavoured to bargain 
lower ; and he, as the lliortcft means, in his own politics, to make 
them conclude Immediately, accepted 20,000 rupees from the French 
agents, and fent a thoufind of his horfe through the hills, who did 
not join their camp, but in two days were on the Englifh ground 
between Arcot and Conjeveram. 

Colonel Coote, with the army, marched from Vandiwafh on 
the 13th, and encamped the next evening at Papantanguel, a 
towm fix miles forward in the road from Trivatore to Arcot; in 
which fituation, half a day’s march enabled him to interfe< 5 l 
the enemy’s troops moving to join each other, whetlier from Arcot, 
4 or 
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or from Chittapet ; but none appeared ; for few of tbe returning 
troops from Scriiigham, and none they expefted from Pondicherry, 
were as yet come up ; and the divifion remaining at Arcot was 
'too weak to venture, before the others were advanced near enough, 
to enfure the jundlon. On the i6th, the army marched, and 
encamped at Muleawady, lix miles nearer Arcot, but ftill to the 
Ibuth of the Paliar. By this time, the horfe brought by Mr. 
Bufly, and the Morattoes let loofe by Morarirow, were committing 
every kind of ravage and defolation in the country to the nortli 
of this fiver, and as far as within 20 miles of Madrafs. Thoufands 
of cattle were fwept off in as many days, which they fold to 
tlie firft purchafer, at feven or eight for a rupee, and then made 
them again the booty of the next excurfion. With this experience, 
the inhabitants would no longer redeem them ; after which, no fub- 
mlflions exempted themfelves from the fword, and all abandoned the 
villages and open country, to feek (belter in the woods, forts, and 
hills neareft their reach. Not a man ventured himfelf or his bul- 
lock with a bag of rice to the camp ; which, for three days, were 
totally deprived of tins (laple food. ExcelTivc rains fell during the 
T 7th and all the next day, which the tents could not refill ; and 
from the necefiity of affording the troops fome repofe. Colonel Cootc 
marched from Muleawady on the i pth, and put tlic whole army 
into cantonments in the fort of Covrepauk, and the villages adja- 
cent. The next day, he went to Madrafs, to coiifer with the Pre- 
fidency on the meafures neceflhry to be taken ngaiiift the force 
which had been fent to recover the countries of Seringham and 
Tritchlnopoly *. for intelligence had not yet been acejuired, that the 
greatefl: part of them were recalled. 

The reduflion of Vandiwalh, notwithftanding the lofs of Seiing- 
ham, revived the reputation of the EnglKh arms in the fouthern 
countries. The king of Tanjore fent horfe and foot, and Toiuli- 
man and the two Moravers their colleries, to the Nabob at Tritchi- 
nopoly. Mr. Lally’s orders, recalling the troops, w ere immediately 
obeyed. On the 9th, 600 European foot, and 100 liorfe, left the pa- 
goda, and recrolfed the Coleroon. As foon as they were gone, Capt. 
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Jofeph Smith refolved to circumfcribc the troops which remained, as 
much as the ftrength of his garrifon allowed, and detached <^oo Se- 
poys, and as many Colleries, to invefl Cortalum, a mud fort on the 
fouthern bank of the Caveri, 1 5 miles w. of Tritchinopoly, which . 
were followed the next day by 300 more Sepoys, two field-pi^ccs, 
two cohorns, and 50 Europeans, under the command of Enhgn 
Morgan. The fort, in which were fome Sepoys, capitulated as foon 
as the cannon appeared. Enfigii Morgan then font half his detach- 
ment to attack Totcum, another fort like, iind almoft oppolite to 
Cortalum, in which were 10 Europeans, and 200 Sepoys, who de- 
fended themfelves until Morgan came up with the red: of his force, 
when they furrendered. From Totcum, Morgan marched to Samia- 
veram, in order to join another detachment from the city, when both 
were to proceed againft Utatoor. Early on the 1 6th, Jofeph Smith 
received intelligence, that a convoy of ammunition, guarded by a few 
Sepoys, were on the road from Utatoor to Seringham ; and at the 
fame time, a party of 40 Europeans, and 100 Sepoys fent from 
Seringham to join and alTurc the arrival of this convoy, were per- 
ceived eroding the Coleroon ; on which he detaclied 40 Europeans, 
400 Sepoys, 2 30 of the Nabob’s horfe, and fome Colleries, acrofs 
both rivers, under the command of Enlign Bridget, with orders 
to proceed to Samlaveram, where he was to be joined by Morgan’s 
party fromTotcum, and both united, were to take pod: at Samiaveram 
in order to intercept the return of the enemy’s detachment. At the 
fame time. Captain Richard Smith marched out of the city with 
100 Europeans, 300 Sepoys, and three guns, and took pod: on the 
fouthern bank of the Caveri oppolite to the Pagoda of Sering- 
ham ; where he foon after knew, by a lignal from the rock 
of Tritchinopoly, that 100 more Europeans had marched from 
the pagoda, and were palfing the Coleroon ; on which, as liad been 
concerted, he eroded the Caveri, and kept up the hotted fire he 
could againd the gate of the pagoda, which was returned from 
various fcadbldings within, . a“nd Captain Smith was wounded ; 
but dill perfidlng, the enemy, as had been forefeen, recalled their 
detachment. Soon after Enlign Bridget’s fignals gave token that 
VoL. II. 4 ^ 
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he was in poifeflion of the pagodas at Samiaveram ; but that Enfign 
Morgan’s party was not yet come up. The next morning, the 
French detachment which hrft marched from Seringham, returned 
with the convoy from Utatoor, and advanced boldly to the upper pa- 
goda of Samiaveram ; near which, enfign Bridget was prepared to 
oppofe them. Gn the firft firing, moft of the coolies threw down 
their burthens of ammunition, and ran away ; on which the 
troops, w'ith the reft, took poft in the lefler pagoda, and, ftiutting 
the gates, prepared for defence. But in lefs than an hour, enfign 
Morgan, with the whole of his force from Totcum, appeared, , 
and the enemy furrendered. They were a captain, a lieutenant, 
and 38 grenadiers. Of Bridget’s detachment, feveral Sepoys, with a 
Serjeant of one of the companies, and three Europeans, were killed. 
Thefe operations were of confequence ; for this being the fealbn of 
harveft, and the corn ready to reap, the renters,, as ufual, yielded 
tjie government’s {hare, which amounted to 100,000 rupees, to the 
ftronger force. The intelligence of thefe fuccefies had not reached 
Madrafs, wheii' Colonel Coote arrived there from the cagap, but ad- 
vices were received that the greateft part of the French force were 
returning from thefouthward; neverthelefs, the prefidency were much 
inclined to indulge the anxious and repeated requefts of the Nabob, 
to reinforce Tritchinopoly with 200 Europeans, in order to retake 
Seringham and Utatoor, and to recover the countries which had 
lately been loft, with fb much detriment to his revenues ; but the 
arguments of Colonel Coote, confirmed by the recent example of 
the fame error committed by Mr.Lally, and its confequences, evinced 
the impropriety of diminhhing the army at this time, when it 
feemed that the French were colleftlng their whole force, in order 
to rifque the fate of the Carnatic in a general battle. His reafons 
prevailed ; and he returned on the 25th to Covrepauk, where, dur- 
ing his abfence, nothing had happened, but a Iklrmilh between the 
black horfe of the army, which were encreafed to 700, and an 
equal body of Morattoes, whom Ihey beat off. On tne 24th, a 
detachment of 40 black horfe, with fome Sepoys of the garrilon at 
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Vandiwafli, furprifed a party of the enemy’s Sepoys, quartered m 
a village called Niconum, 15 miles to the fouth, of whom they 
killed twelve, and dilperfed the reft. 

The main body of the French army from Chittapett, encreafed 
by the returning troops from Seringham, and whatfoever more 
could be fpared from the garrifons to the fouth of the Paliar, had 
advanced to Arcot, foon after the Englifti filed off to Covrepauk. 
Thus their whole force, but ftronger than before, w-as once again af- 
fembled ; and they encamped along the fouth fide of the river quite 
up to the fuburbs of the city. On the 26th, Colonel Coote moved 
the Englifh army to Chinefimundrum, a village fix miles from Co- 
vrepauk, and five from Arcot, where the ground afforded a very 
advantageous encampment ; for a large tank extended in front, a mo- 
rafs on each hand, and the only accefs in ffont and rear was by a 
caufe-way. On the 29th, the Generals L,ally and Bufly came with 
a party of horfe to reconnoitre the camp, and a fkirmlfh paffed 
between them and the out-pofts. The next day, the greateft part 
of their horfe appeared again, and, after feveral motions, made an 
attack on a guard of Sepoys, pofted in a village called Trimetcherry, 
about a mile in front of the camp, and cut down feveral of them 
in the ftreet ; but the reft kept their ground in the houfes, and 
revenged the lofs by killing feveral of the horfe, who, feeing other 
troops advancing, retired. On the 31ft, three companies of Sepoys 
crofted the river, and, at three in the morning, entered, and beat 
up the camp of the Morattoes, which lay on the right of the 
French encampment. All fled, as ufual when furprized ; but of the 
few Ihot which were returned, one chanced to wound Enfign Mere- 
dith, who commanded the party ; after which, the Sepovs could 
not be prevailed upon to purfue their fuccefs by deftroving the ani- 
mals and baggage. Thus clofed the year 1759, the third of this 
dubious war, with the two armies in fight of eacli other, but nei- 
ther ready for immediate declfion ; for the Engliih were afraid of 
the fuperiority of the enemy’s cavalry, and were waiting in ex- 
pe£lation, not only of drawing olf the body of the Morattoes, 
which were with them, but likewife of being joined b} 2000 more 
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who were ftill remaining with Innis Khan on the other fide of 
the mountains. On the other hand, Mr. Lally was likewife nego- 
tiating for the lame alfiftance, and ftill miftrufted the attachment of 
his European troops, although equal in number to the Engiifii; 
and waited for an addition, by the return of what remained of the 
detachment which had been fent in April, under the condud of Mr. 
Moracin, to reinforce Mafulipatam. 

Not venturing to land the troops, as Mafulipatam was taken, Mr. 
Moracin failed away on the 1 8th of April, and in five days arrived 
at Ganjam, which is fituated at the northern extremity of the Chi- 
cacole province on the fea. The French had long kept a trading- 
houfe here, and were connected with Narraindeu, the principal Ra- 
jah in this part of the province ; the fort and wood of his refidence 
is called Moherry, and is fituated twelve miles from the fea-lhore, 
and thirty miles w.s.w. from Ganjam. Befides Moherry, he had 
fix or feven other forts, which lie more inland, and farther to the 
north. His conftant force was 3000 men, befides which he occa- 
fionally hired from the other polygars. The Rajah Vizeramrauze, 
during his adminiftration under Mr. Bufly in the province of Chi- 
cacole, had by fome feverities provoked the hatred of Narraindeu ; 
which devolved, after the death of Vizeramrauze, on his fucceflbr, 
Anunderamrauze, who, as we have feen, had invited and joined 
the Englllh, whom neverthelefs Narraindeu had lefs reaibn to 
diflike than the French, under whofe authority the vexations he 
refented from Vizeramrauze had originated. Neverthelefs Moracin 
propofed, “ that their forces united Ihould march firfi: againft the 
“ Englllh fettlement of Vlzagapatam, and then againft Viziana- 
“ garum, the principal refidence of Anunderauze. If fuccefsful 
“ thus far, they were to go on, until joined by the French army of 
“ obfervatlon, which was with Salabadjing, when Mafulipatam was 
“ ftormed ; probably Salabadjing would aifift in retaking this place, 
“ and Narraindeu, in reward for his fervices, was to be placed in ail 
“ the advantages poflefled by Anunderauze.” Narraindeu accepted 
the terms, but with no intention of profecutlng the expedition, any 
farther than the continuance of his own advantages. 
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But. the French troops, having expefted to land at Mafulipatam,. 
were not provided with equipments for long marches, which it re- 
quired much time to prepare at Ganjam. There were in the de- 
tachment 43 Englilh foldiers, who had been taken prifoners, and had. 
entered into the French fervice, on condition of being only em- 
ployed on this expedition. Thirty of thefe men together made 
their efcape foon after they landed, and, through many hardfliips, 
found their way to Cuttack in Orixa in the middle of May, where 
they were relieved by the Englifh refident, Mr. Grey, who fent 
them to Balafore, from whence they were conveyed to Calcutta. 
Seven more arrived at Cuttack in June, and afterwards came in fe- 
veral other deferters of other nations. It was the beginning of 
July, before Mr. Moracin was ready to march ; by which time, he 
had expended all his ready money, and the fubfiftance of the de- 
tachment depended on the fale of fome trumpery commodities, and 
the precarious faith of Narraindeu ; who, however, accompanied 
them with his troops. After three or four marches, they were dif- 
treffed to extremity for provifions, which neither the array of Nar- 
raindeu, nor the inhabitants of his towns, would fupply witliout 
money. At Burrampoor, a town in the hills, fix miles before you 
arrive at Mogherry, the French foldiers entered the houles to get 
vidluals ; a fray enfued, and blood was (hed on both fides. Narrain- 
deu, with all his troops, immediately left them ; and fummoned the 
afliftance of the neigh Ixjurlng chiefs. The French detachment,, 
having no alternative, marched back towards Ganjam. Narraindeu, 
and his allies, met them in the way, and flood what they called a 
battle ; but the European arms, as ufual, eafily difperfed them ; , 
and the detachment took poll: in Munfurcottali, a town fituated eight 
miles from Ganjam, in a country abounding in flocks and grain,, 
where they collefled provifions, although lurrounded by the enemy ; 
with whom they commenced a negoclatlon, of which Narraindeu 
feemed to he as. defirous as thcmielves. To conclude it, one of the 
French olficers, named Darveu, went to Narraindeu in his can'p, 
but accompanied by 40 Europeans, and the fame number of StjHiys.. 
Ob tlieir return, they were attacked by the whole force they liad vi- 
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^ited, and all the Europeans excepting three were killed : the Sepoys, 
not being fb much the objedt of ' this treachery, fiiffered lefs. Mr. 
Moracin immediately returned to Ganjam, and encamped within 
and round the French fadory, which is on the river-fide ; and threw 
up works fufficiciit to protedt his detachment from attacks through 
the avenues of the town, which Narraindeu, and his allies, furrounded. 
Of the two fhips which brought the detachment, the Harlem had 
been difpatched to Arracan for proviiions, and the Briftol had 
been driven alhore in a hard gale of wind, before the troops marched 
to Burrampore. There was on the flocks on the river-lide a large 
fnow ; and in the river, feveral fmaller velTels belonging to the fac- 
tory, in which they intended to return to Pondicherry with the 
northern monfbon, after the Englifh fquadron fhould have quitted 
the coaft. In the mean time, they continued for many days, fkir- 
mifliing with the troops of Narraiindeu, who at length offered to treat, 
which produced a ceflatlon of hoflilities, but no terms of reconci- 
liation ; for the demands of the French were in proportion to the in- 
juries they had received ; and Narraindeu only meant to fave the ex- 
pences of the field, with fecurity that the French troops would not 
make incurfions into his country, after his own fhould have returned 
to their quarters. This they promifed, and remained quiet. 

In the mean time letters from Narraindeu to Colonel Clive ar- 
rived in Bengal, requfting him to fend a body of Europeans, which, 
joined by his own force, might eafily take or deflroy the whole of 
the French detachment with Moracin. The report of the defer- 
ters confirmed the feafibility of this projedl. But the dubious flate 
of the Englifh affairs, and the decreafe of their military force in Bengal 
fcarcely permitted any farther diminution of it : however. Colonel 
Clive, with his nfual fpirit of enterprize, determined to try theexpe- 
riment. Sixty Europeans, half of them artillery men, were em- 
barked on the Hardwicke, which had lOo Europeans as her crew. 
'I'he fhip failed out of the river on the 30th of September, and on the 
yth of Odlober anchored in the road of Ganjam under Dutch colours. 
Two French officers immediately came on board to enquire news, 
iind were detained prifoners. Captain Samfon then went afhore un- 
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der a paflport to Moracin, magnified the force he had brought, faiJ 
more was coming, and propofed that he ihould furrender his whole 
detachment to avoid unneceflary bloodfhed. But Moracin had ob- 
tained jufter intelligence. Samlbn then landed meflengers which 
got to Narraindeu, who being by this time certified that the French 
detachment would foon go away of their own accord, had no farther 
motive or inclination to renew hoftilities againft them : but neverthc- 
lefs promifed Sampfon that he would foon appear with his army, 
and again inveft the town. A civil intercourle of melfages conti- 
nued between them until the 20th, when Sampfon being convinced . 
that he intended to do nothing, failed away for Bengal. 

In the beginning of November, Mr. Moracin embarked from Gan- 
jam with 40 Europeans in a floop, and on the 1 1 th landed at Coca- 
nara, which lies clofe to the fea, on the right-hand of a fmall river, 
about 20 miles n. e. of the eaftern arm of theGodaverl. On this arm 
arefituated the Englifh and French factories of Ingeram and Yanam. 
Of the prifoners taken at Mafulipatam, mofi: of thofe who had been 
admitted to give their parole, had departed, and were refiding at Yanam, . 
waiting for embarkations to proceed to Pondicherry ; and, on this 
pretence, went to Moracin at Cocanara, and informed him fully 
of the jftate of affairs in this part of the country. The diftrlfls from 
the Godaveri to Cocanara, were under the government of Jugga- 
pettyrauze, a near relation of Anunderauze. They had long been 
at enmity, and when Anunderauze Invited the Englifli, Jaggapetty 
joined the French, and with his troops accompanied them at the 
battle of Peddlpore. After the victory Colonel Forde granted 
away his countries to Anunderauze, who hitherto, for want of the 
afliftance he expected from the Englifh, had not ventured to employ 
his own force to get poflefiion. Jaggapetty neverthelefs expell- 
ing to be attacked by him, had kept the field on the weffern arm 
of the Godaveri, and from his camp correfponded with Mr. An- 
drews, the Englifh chief at Mafulipatam, to revoke the ceffion matle 
to his rival. His fort of Samel Cotah is only ten miles inland from 
Cocanara. Moracin fent agents thither , and to his camp, to propole 
an alliance, informing him of the force that was following from 
2 . Ganjam, 
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Gaiijam, and promlfing more from Pondicherry. Jaggapetty nei- 
ther concluded, nor reje^led the ptopofal ; but neither he nor his 
people at Samel Cotali gave even the common afliftances of the 
country to the troops with Moracin ; who, for want of provifious, 
committed violences, were refifted, and moft of them were either 
Ibized by the officers of the dilfricl, or took fervice with them ; 
which reduced Moracin to re-embark on the floop with five or fix, 
the remainder of his party ; they failed on the 19th, and a few days 
after arrived at Pondicherry. 

The troops remaining at Ganjam were 2 50 effilmated Europeans, 
but of which half were Topafles, and 100 Sepoys. They embarked 
under the command of the Chevalier Pocte, on the fnow and two 
floops, rigged and manned with the ftores and crew of the Briftol : 
they arrived at Cocanara on the r9th of December; and Poete fent 
alhore fifty Europeans, and the Sepoys, to try the inclinations of 
jaggapettyrauze : Immediately after they landed, a hard gale of 
wind drove the two (loops afhore. 

The troops fent from Bengal with Colonel Forde had received 
repeated orders from this Prelidency to return thither from Mafuli- 
patam ; but they were to march overland the whole way, in order 
to meet, and attack Moracin’s detachment, who it was fuppofed 
would be, if not at Ganjam, fomewhere on the coaft. The rains 
would not permit the Bengal troops to take the field until the be- 
ginning of November ; before which. Colonel Forde had failed in 
the middle of October from Mafulipatam for Bengal, where he ar- 
rived juft in time to render one more very important fervice to his 
country. The command then devolved on Captain Fifcher, and 
varying refolutions detained the troops at Mafulipatam until the 5th 
of December. They were reduced from 500 Europeans, and 1 500 
Sepoys, to 300 of the one, and 800 of the other : the Europeans, 
by death and defertion, notwitliftanding they had recruited 50 out 
of the prifoners ; but the Sepoys, chiefly by the difmifiion of 500, 
who had failed with Clive on the expedition to Bengal, and ',vere 
permitted to return from Mafulipatam to their homes in the Car- 
natic. 

I 
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iiatic. The waters of the Godaveri were not yet abated ; near the 
iea are feven or e^ht channels between the two principal arms ; 
and other fmaller rivers coming from the Cdair lake,' interfe(St the 
land between the weftern arm of the Godaveri and Mafulipatam ; 
which render the march along the fea-fhore, although fliorter in 
diftance, much more tedious than the inland road. The troops 
therefore returned this way, which was the (am^ they had come, 
excepting, that they pafled the bed of the Colair farther to the 
weftward, where it becomes fooneft dry. At Rajahmundrum they 
heard, that the French detachment with the Chevalier Poete had 
landed at Cocanara. 

Anunderauze, on the appearance of Moracin at Cocanara a month 
before, had no doubt that he would Ije immediately joined by Jag- 
gapettyrauze, and fent off a body of troops . from Vizianagarum to 
.protect the diftri£ts of Rajahmundrum from their inroads. On the 
approach of this force, Jaggapettyrauze returned with his, from the 
Godaveri to his fort of Samelcotah, and both were near each other, 
when the French troops with Poete arrived on the coaft, and the 
Englilh with Fifcher at Rajahmundrum. The oflScers of Anunde- 
rauze begged afliftance from Fifcher, who, advifing them to keep 
the forces of Jaggapettyrauze at bay, proceeded with his command 
as fafl: as fatigue and impediments permitted, towards Cocanara. The 
diftridt for fome diftance round this place is covered with coconut- 
groves, for the (helter of the weavers ; and the French troops were 
lying in a village at the (kirt of the groves two miles from the 
Dutch fort, and the fea ; and, for what reafon is not found, Poete 
had not yet landed any more to reinforce the firft detachment. 
Jaggapettyrauze was encamped five miles on their left, againft 
whom the forces of Anunderauze were advancing, but in a dif- 
ferent line of march, at the fame time that the Englifh troops were 
approaching Cocanara, who, before they came in fight of the French 
detachment, faw the armies of the two Rajahs ikirmifhing on their 
right ; which Fifcher deeming a proof that none of the French had 
joined Jaggapettyrauze, fuppofed them intent only on preferving 
their retreat to the fea, and fent forward Captain Yorke with the 
VoL. IL 4 C grenadiers 
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grenadiers and '500 Sepoys to prevent their embarkation. The 
French troops had gained no certain intelligence of the force 
with Fifcher, and waited on their ground until they could dirtin- 
guilh the number of Yorke’s divifion, who when near lent off 
the Sepoys to gain their flank, and halfened up in front with the 
grenadiers as fall as they could march. The French only remained 
to give one lire, and then ran as fall: as they could through the grove, 
followed almofl: at the fame pace, to gain the Dutch fa« 5 tory, into 
which they were admitted. Yorke immediately furrounded the fac- 
tory, which had very flight defences, and Fifcher coming up in the 
evening with the main body, inverted it more clofely, and perem- 
ptorily demanded the French troops, whom, after a very formal 
protert, the Dut«h agents delivered the next day, which was the 
28th of December. In the enfuing night Poete failed with the reft 
of his detachment 200 men, Europeans and Topafles, all in the 
fnow. From Cocanara the Englllh troops marched on to Vizaga- 
patam, where they arrived on the i6th of January ; and a few days 
after, all the Europeans embarked in two Englilh Ihips proceeding 
to Bengal ; but the Sepoys were left to purfue their route on Ihorc 
by Ganjam and through the province of Orlxa. Thus nothing re- 
mained to fear iu the company’s pofleftions and acquilitions to the 
north of the Krirtna. We lhall now deferibe the progrefs of their 
officer Mahomed Iflbofin the countries towards Cape Comorin. 

He arrived at Madura on the 4th of May, and had been abfent ten 
months. The force he left in the country, when called away, was 
1 4 companies of Sepoys, fix in the fort of Madura, five in Palamco- 
tah, and three at Tinivclly. Notliing more could be expe<rted from 
either of thefe bodies, than to defend the ground in fight of the 
walls the}- garrilbned. Accordingly all the diftrifts of both provinces 
from the foreft of Nattam to the gates of Travancore, lay fubjefl: to 
their contributions, or expofed to their ravages. The declenlion of the 
Englilh affairs, which began with the furrender of Fort St. David, (on 
whichMahomedIflbof was recalled)and continued untiltheFrcnchw’ere 
obliged toraifethe fiege ofMadrafs, keptMaphuze Khan in continual 
liopes, that he Ihould be joined by a body of French troops, and efta- 
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bliflied with their affiftance in the government of thofc countries ; and 
the admin Iftration of Pondicherry, by their letters and emlflaries, en- 
couraged him to think fo. Waiting this fortune, he remained with the 
Pulitaver, ftyling himfelf, and hyled a lovereigiv; but without any 
other means of fubfiftance than what the Pulitaver chofe to fupply, 
who, never regulating his money by words, fcarcely furnifliccl him 
with common necefl'arles. The return of llToof Khan bettered his 
condition ; as the Pulitaver was afraid he might at length liften to a 
reconciliation with the Nabob, and Maphuze Khan, always go- 
verned by the love of eafe, felt no refentment at the humility to which 
he had been reduced. He prefided, at leaft in appearance, in the 
councils of the eaftern Polygars; who refolved to meet Iflbof with 
their united force, and invited the weftern to the common defence ; 
who having joined them againft Palameotah In the late dlflrefles of 
the Englifli affairs, expelled no pardon, and took the field. The 
weftern league confifted of fix polygars; Catabomlnaigue, their former 
leader, was lately dead, and had been fucceeded by a relation, who 
took as ufual the fame name, and bore, inftead of the indifference of 
his predeceflbr, an averfion to the Engllfh. Etiaporum was always 
the next to him in importance, and now in aftivity. 

The force which accompanied Mahomed Iflbof from Conjeveram, 
confifted only of fix companies of Sepoys, and 6o horfo, but he had 
on his march requefted troops from Tondiman and the two Mo- 
ravers, with whom he had always continued on good terms, and 
3000 men, horfe, collerles and Sepoys, from the three polygars joined 
him on his arrival at Madura, w'here he neverthelefs Immediate!}'' 
began to make farther levies, and by Ihifting and garbling out 
of all that were with him, compofed a body of 300 horfe, and 
700 Sepoys, who had feen fervice, which he fent forward to ra- 
vage the diftrids of Etiaporum, where they were to be joined by 
three of the companies of Sepoys from the garrifon of Palamcotah, 
which had reftored its lofles by new levies. This body of troops 
were to maintain their ground until the laft extremity, in order to 
prevent the juiuftion of the weftern with the troops of the eaftern 
polygars, until Maliomed Ifloof himfelf could follow with the main- 

4 C 2 body 


^ 759 - 
' — . — > 
December. 




December. 


June." 


The War op CoromtandEl. Book XI. 

body from Madura, where lie was under the neceflity of remaining 
a while longer. 

The Colleries of Nattam extend 40 miles, from the diftridts of 
the lefier Moraver to the eaftem mountains. Their foreft fkirts the 
Madura country to the north ; and, where oppofite, is within twelve 
miles of the city. It was they who attacked the troops with Co- 
lonel Heron in 1 755. They are much wilder than the colleries to 
the North of them in the territory of Tritchinopoly, and differ ftill 
more from thole of Madura and Tinivelly, having neither forts nor 
military array. They acknowledge no confiderable chiefs, and live 
in fmall parcels, <x)nne£led by choice or relation ; fo that their dif- 
putes rarely exceed the private revenge of individuals. They re- 
gard all other people as booty; but robbery amongft them- 
felves as the greateft crime : and any one of them efcorting a 
ftranger is a fufficient prote^ion againff: all the reft ; but without 
this fafeguard, which is always paid for, the traveller rifques his 
life at every ftep. Contemptible in the open field, where they 
rarely truft themfelves, they are much more dextrous than any of 
thefe races in the pradices of ambufeade and theft. They had 
plundered the country up to the gates of Madura of all the cattle 
robbed all the villages, and continued to waylay whatfoever parties 
were returning to the city with proviffons from other quarters. As all 
of the troops with Mahomed Iflbof were fit few hoflilities againfi fuch 
an enemy, he refolved to employ them in attacking their haunts, whilft 
his levies were forming to better difcipline. He, however, attended 
the lervice himfelf, which appeared more like one of the general 
huntings peculiar to Afia, than a military expedition. Avenues 
were cut into the foreft, and the inhabitants fhot as they fled ; but 
fome were referved to be releafed, or executed, on occafion. A month 
was, however, employed before he had completed this revenge, and 
reduced them to beg quarter, and pay cattle, their only money, 
moftly colleded by theft ; which, with others he procured, to the 
amount of 1000 beeves, and 2000 fheep, were fent to Tritchino- 
poly, from whence they were forwarded at different times by Cap- 
tain Jofeph Smith to the fea-coaft, for the ufe of the fquadron, 

and 
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enabled them to keep the windward ftation, without conlhming . 
ir own ftock of provifions. 

)n the fecond of July he began his march from Madura, with 
> horfe, 3000 Sepoys, and 2400 other foot belonging to Tondi- 
1, and the Moravers, in all 6000 men. His artillery was one 
itcen-pounder, and nine from fix and lower. He was leant of 
fditt, having none but what he made himfelf; for, fince the 
:ru£tion of the mill at Madrafs by Mr. Lally, the prefidency could 
fupply their troops and garrifbns in the Carnatic from their 
1 produce ; buJ borrowed from the fquadron, and received from 
nbay. The mufkets of his Sepoys were old, infirm, of various 
ions, and not lufficient in number, and were fupplied by fowl- 
-pieceS, and any fuzees he could collect. He was likewife in 
It of flints, which are fubftituted in fofiie parts of India by 
te ; of which there is none in thefe countries. All thefe wants 
reprefented to the prefidency, and efpecially requefted two 
iteen-pounders, and two field-pieces of fix, with a full fupply 
hot. 

dis firft march was to Calancandan. He had taken this fort in 
;6 ; but after his departure for the Carnatic, the Pulitaver and 
lagherri had extended their acquifitions thus far, and placed their 
rd in Calancandan. It was a mud fort, without cannon, and, 
:r a flight refiftance, fubmitted to his. From hence he proceed- 
to take up the large detachment he had fent forward againft 
aporum ; who, by continually ravaging the diflridts of this pe- 
ar, kept his troops on their own ground, and deterred both him 
I Catabominaigue from marching acrofs the country to join the 
litaver ; having fufliciently conftrained thefe chiefs, the de- 
fiment proceeded agaiufl: Coilorepettah, which ftands nearly mid- 
^ in the ftreighteft road between Madura and Tinivelly, about 
miles from each. This fort had likewife been ftormed in June 
56 by Mahomed Iflbof, and carried with confiderable lofs. The 
ygar was then taken prifoner ; whether reftored or fucceeded by 
>ther, we do not find ; but the place was at this time in the 
ids of one who defended it as well ; for 100 of the Sepoys were 
. killed 
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1759. killed and wounded in the attack, which lafted three days, and then 

DecTmb^ the polygar made his efcape by night. The fort was immediately 

July. razed to the ground, after whicli the detachment joined the main 

body with Mahomed Iflbof, and the whole proceeding by the way 
of Gangadaram, arrived at Tinivelly in the middle of July, They 
Avere fcarcely arrived, when Maphuze Khan, whofe mind always 
wavered with every change of circumflances, wrote a letter to Ma- 
homed Iflbof, offering to quit his allies, and proceed to the Car- 
natic ; provided he was allowed a fuitable jaghire jfbr his mainte- 
nance : He even afked a fafeguard to come to Tinivelly. Mahomed 
Iflbof, without authority, afllired him that his requefts fliould be 
complied with ; and recommended them to the Prefidency, by 
whom they were referred to the Nabob. 

The midland country, for thirty miles to the north of the town 
of Tinivelly, is open and of great cultivation, and, lying between 
the eaflern and weftern Polygars, had been the favourite field of 
tlieir depredations. The principal ftation from which the eaflern 
made their inroads into thefe diflribls was the fort and wood of 
Wootamally, fituated 35 miles n. N. w. of Tinivelly. The Poly- 
gar, grown rich by eafy plunder, had many colleries, who were 
well armed ; and Mahomed Iflbof foon after his arrival at Tinivelly, 
marched againfl him with the greatefl part of his force, and in a 
few days reduced his fort, in which he placed fome troops ; and fla- 
tioned a guard of 50 horfe, and fome peons and colleries in a place 
called Shorandah, as an intermediate pofl. He was no fooner re- 
turned to Tinivelly, than a multitude of colleries belonging to the 
Pulitaver and Vadgherri furprized the guard at Shorandah, and 
either killed or took all their horfes, with their riders ; on which 
Mahomed Iflbof detached feven companies of Sepoys, recovered 
the pofl, and remained in it, in order to protebl the adjacent 
country. 

Equal confufion prevailed in the dlflricls to the fouth of Tinivelly. 
The troops of the Maliaver, or King of Travancorc, were making 
incurfions from their wall to feize the harvefls at the foot of 
the hills from Calacad to Cape Comori:i. The variety of dif- 
I trabllons, 
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tradions, which exifted on every fide, could not be all oppofed at 
the fame time, unlefs a greater army were embodied, than all the 
revenues of the two provinces could defray. But the king was 
the leaft inveterate enemy to the Engliih ; becaulethe polygarof Va- 
dagherri had provoked his refentment, by continually employing his 
colleries to make depredations in his country on the other fide of the 
mountains, through the pafs of Shencottah, which lies 1 5 miles to 
the fouth of Vadagherri. On this ground of common enmity, Ma- 
homed IflbofF opened a negotiation with the king ; who confented to 
a conference at the gates of his country near the promontory. They 
met in the end of Auguft, and the interview palled with much po- 
lltenefs and feeming cordiality. The king, at leafl publicly, de- 
manded nothing, and agreed to defift from his inroads into the diftri(Sls 
of Tinivelly, and to a^ with a confiderable force in conjunflion with 
Mahomed Illbofagainft Vadagherri, and the Pulltaver. On the 3d of 
September, Mahomed Iflbof ftill remaining at the gates of Travan- 
core, was joined by 1000 of the king’s Sepoys, armed with heavy 
mulkets made in his own country, and difeiplined, although auk- 
wardly, in the European manner ; but they were well fupplied 
with ftores and ammunition. He then returned to Tinivelly, and 
marching from thence with his whole force, in deference to the 
king, proceeded directly againfl: Vadagherri, although ao miles 
beyond Nellitangaville, the refidence of the Pulitaver ; when 
arrived near Shencottah, he was joined by an . army full as large 
as his own, conlifting of 10,000 more of the King’s troops ot 
various kinds of infantry, who had marched through the pafs. 
This was perhaps the greateft force that had been aflembled 
for fome centuries in this country. Vadagherri defended his woods 
for a day, in which about 100 men were killed and wounded on both 
fides ; but in the night abandoned his fort, and efcaped away to the 
Pulitaver at Nellitangaville. 

The arrival of fuch a guelV, who, for the firft time, had been re- 
duced to fuch diftrefs, frightened the Pulitaver ; and let his cunning 
to work to divert the ftorm from himfelf. The repulfe ot thcEuglifh 
troops at the attack of the pettah at Vandlwalh on the 30th ot 
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Septetiabofi was known in the country, and was; believed, as the 
French had reprefented it, a fignal defeat. Maphuze. Khan had re- 
ceived letters from Baffaulut Jung and, the government of Pondi- 
cherry, which encouraged him to think, that they fhould very fooii 
overpower tl>e EnglKh in the Carnatic, when he might expert to 
be fubftituted to his brother Mahomed Ally, who was to be 
depofed frpm the Nabobfliip. This correfpondence, and thefe ex- 
pectations, the Pulitaver communicated to the king of Travancore, 
and offered, if he would quit the Englilh, and join Maphuze Caun 
againft them, to give him whatfoever diftrifls in the Tinivelly 
country rpight lie convenient to his own. The King immediately 
expofed thefe documents to Mahomed Iflbof, and ftauding on 
his importance, demanded the ceffion of Calacad and the adjacent 
diftrids, for which he had fo long contended againft the Nabob’s 
government. lie faid, that more territory than he claimed had 
already been recovered with his afliftance; that what ought 
be rehifed by One, would be readily given to him bjj^ another; 
and that, if he fhould join the polygars, the Nabob’s authority 
w'ould never be eftabliflied in the Tinivelly country, Mahomed 
Iflbof, whilft perplexed with this dilemma, was informed that 
the two eighteen-pounders, with 500 mufkets, which had been lent, 
according to his requeft, from Madrafs^ were loft at fea ; and that 
the two fix-pounders, although landed, were ftopped by the Dutch 
agent at Tutacorin. This mifchance gave greater weight to the 
king’s arguments, and greater value to his afliftance ; for the force 
of Mahomed Iflbof alone was not fufficient to reduce the Pulitaver, 
whom all the beft colleries in the country were flocking to defend. 
He therefore furrendered the diftri<fts which the king demanded ; 
and the Prefidency approved the ceffion : but the Nabob fulpe6ted 
that it had been promifed by Iflbof at his firft interview with the 
king, in order to fecure his future affiftance to his own ambitious 
views. 

As loon as this agreement was fettled, the Travancorcs moved 
again in conjunflion with his troops. On the 6th of November, 
they invefted the wood and fort of Eafaltaver, which was one of 
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the dependencies of the Pulitaver. The Colleries defended the wood i ^ 
three days, and then abandoned both; and retired to Nellitangavllle. P'7; 
After this fuccefs, the want of ammunition obliged Mahomed Iflbof 
to remain until he received fupplies from Madura, Palamcotah, and 
Anjengo. The army of Travancore, to prevent dilgufls from dif- 
parity of cuftoms, encamped feparately, but in fight of Mahomed 
Iflbof*s ; and on the 20th of November, a body of 5 or 6000 Colleries 
attacked the camp of the Travancores in open day. Mahomed Iflbof, 
on the firft alarm, lent his horfe, and followed with his Sepoys and 
other foot ; but the Colleries retreated before they came up, and their 
nimblencfs, with the ruggednefs of the country, rendered the pur- 
luit of little avail* They had killed and wounded 100 of the Travan- 
cores, before they went off. A day or^tw6 after this Ikirmilh, Ma- 
homed Iflbof received three howitzes, with fome Ifores, and a fupply 
of ammunition from Anjengo ; and the two lix-pounders with their 
fhot likewife came up from Tutacorin; he then moved with his allies, 
and on the 4th of December fet down before Wafliinelore, another fort 
dependent on the Pulitaver, much ftronger than any he had, except- 
ing Nellitangaville, from which it is fituated twenty miles to the 
N. w. and twelve in the fame direction from Outamaly, 

Wafliinelore flood within three miles from the great range of 
mountains, at the foot of which ran a thick wood, extending two miles 
into the plain, and within 1300 yards of the wefl and fouth fides of 
the fort ; but turned to a much greater diflance on the north, and to 
the eafl the plain was open, and everyw^here covered with profufe 
cultivation. A very extenfive pettah, the refidence of fome thoufand 
inhabitants, commenced within forty yards, and extended 1 200 to 
the N. E. of the walls: a thick thorn hedge, with barriers, furrounded 
both the pettah and the fort. The extent of the fort was 650 by 
300 yards : it was of mud, but almofl as hard as brick ; it had four 
large Iquare towers, one at each angle, and feveral fmaller, which 
were round, between. Every tower was a feparate redoubt, enclofed 
by a parapet, to command within as well as without the fort : the 
accefs to the tower was a fleep ramp, only two feet broad, the en- 
trance a narrow wicket in the parapet ; the curtain between the 
VoL. II. 4 D towers 
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towers had no parapet, and was only a rampart Hoping on both fides 
from a bafe of 15 feet to 3 at top ; but the Hope from within was 
much kfs fliarp than from without, fo that, if aflaulted, the de- 
fendcre might eafdy run up to the top. The parapets of the towers 
have circular holes for the ufe of fmaJl arms, but no openings pre- 
pared for cannon, of wliich there w^as not a fingle piece in the fort. 
This dcfcrlptlon only fuits Wafhinelore, for the other forts, in the 
Madura and Tinivejly countries have parapets with loop-holes to 
their ramparts, as well as to their towers ; but all are of earth, 
excepting Madura and Palamcotah. The Colicries on this fide of 
the Tinivelly country, poflels nothing of the ugliiiefs or deformity' 
which generally charaflerize the inhabitants of the hills and wilds 
of India. They are tall, well-made, and well-featured. Their- 
arms are lances and pikes, bows and arrows, rockets, and match- 
locks, but w'hether wdth or without other weapons, every man con- 
flantly wears a fword and Ihicld. In battle, tlie different arms ipovo 
in diflintH: bodies ; but the lancemen are rated the moft eminent, 
and lead all attacks. Tliis weapon is '18 feet long ; they tie under 
the point a tuft of fcarlet horfe-hair, and when they attack, horfe, 
add a fmall bell. Without previous exercife, they aflemble in a.deep 
column, prefiing clofe together, and advance at a long Heady Hep, in 
fome degree of time, their lances Inclining forward, but aloft, of 
w'hich tlie elaHiclty and vibration, wtli the jingle, dazzle and fcare 
the cavalry ; and their approach is fcarcely lefs formidable to in-, 
fantry not difciplined with fire-arms. The Importance of Waflii- 
nelore, and the great force which was come againft it* brought 
fome thoufands of Colleries to its relief ; but all, excepting 8 or 900 
chofen men allotted to defend the walls, kept in the woods : from 
whence every day and night parties fallled, and alarmed or attacked 
one or other, and fometimes both the camps ; and greater bodies ou 
three different days made general attacks on the batteries, of which 
thefe continued interruptions retarded the conHruiHiion, infomuch 
that they were not finiHied until the 26th, 20 days after the arrival 
«f the armies ; but the howitzes had commenced before. The 01 ,ly 
2 eHicacioua 
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efficacious gun was the 18 pounder, which Mahomed Ifloof had 1759. 
brought from Madura, for the reft were only 6 pounders and lower ; 
but from exceflive firing, the 1 8 pounder burft the day after it was 
mounted ; and by this time, all the ammunition, as well of the bat- 
teries as troops, excepting the quantity which prudence required to 
be referved for defence, was expended. However, part of the pa- 
rapet of the tower fired upon, was beaten down, and Mahomed 
Iflbof refolved to ftorm the next day. Many troops of both armies 
waited on the afliuilt ; and as foon as it began, the Pulitaver, with 
^ooo chofen colleries, who had marched in the night from Nelli- 
tangaville, iflued from the wood and fell upon the camp of Mahomed 
Iflbof, drove away the troops that guarded it, and began to commit 
every kind of deftrubtion. Mahomed Iflbof inftantly fent back a 
large body to repulfe them, and continued the aflault ; but the gar- 
rifbn within received double airimation from the Pulitaver’s fucccls, 
which was announced to them by the ufual war-cry and the found- 
ing of their conchs. All the other colleries colleblcd in the woods 
appeared likewife, as if on the fame notice, and in different bands 
attacked the troops at the batteries, and at the foot of the breach ; 
and although continually repulfed, continually rallied, and with the 
refolution of the garrifon faved the fort until the evening, and then 
waited in the woods to interrupt the renewal of the aflault in the 
night; but fo much of the referved ammunition had been expended in 
the day, that Mahomed Iflbof deemed it dangerous to remain any 
longer before the fort, and drew off his artillery. Two hundred of his 
troops and of the Travancores were killed, but more of the enemy. 

The next day he moved to a diftance, and dilmifled the Trav ancores, 
who proceeded through the pafs of Shencotty to their own country, 
and Mahomed Iflbof returned with his own troops, and thofe lent 
him by Tondiman and the Moravers, to the town of Tinivelly. 

End of the Eleventh Bookv 
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T H E two armies in the Carnatic continued, during the firft days ^ ^ 

of January, in their encampments near Arcot, equally cautious January, 
of rifquing any attempt of confequence, becaufe both were waiting 
the refult of their negotiations to bring Innis Khan with his Morattoes 
to their affiftance. Both offered 6o,ooc^ rupees; but, whilft the 
Englifh were propofmg conditional bills, the French lent ready 
money, which determined his preference. He arrived on tlie 8 th In 
the French camp, with 3000 mounted, and a greater number of foot 
plunderers, who are called Pandarums, and always troop with the 
horfe, as we have deferibed when Bajinrow joined Clive in the fight 
near Arni. The next day, the French army filed off from their en- 
campment which extended from the fuburbs of Arcot along the fouth 
fide of the Paliar, and took the road towards Trivatore ; and, as they 
were going off, Mr. Lally, with a large body of Morattoes, fome of the 
European horfe, and two field-pieces, crofled the river, and advanced 
to TrimuddI, an out-poft, three miles in front of the Englifh camp 
at Chinafimundrum. A cannonade enfued, but more guns and troops 
coming up, Mr. Lally retired, and recrofled the river : durhig which, 
a body of 200 Morattoes, with whom Colonel Coote had treated^ 
came over from the enemy’s, and joined his camp. In the evening; 

Colonel Coote proceeded acrofs the river, with an efcort of horfe, 
and reconnoitred the enemy’s line of march, and fufpe^fting, that 
they might intend againft Vandivafh, took his mcafures accord- 
ingly. Orders were difpatched to Captain Sherlock, who com- 
manded - 
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manded in the fort, to defend it to extremity, and to the two com- 
panies of Sepoys at Trivatore, to repair thither immediately. The 
baggage of the army was fent off that night to Covrepauk ; and in 
the morning the whole army moved from Chinafimundrum, where 
they had lain eighteen days, and in the evening pitched anew on 
the bank of the Paliar, five miles lower down than the ground 
which the French had occupied on the other fide. A ftrong poft of 
horfe and foot was advanced at fome diftance towards Arcot, and 
another on the left, with orders to keep up continual patroles. The 
next day palled without any alarm from the enemy, or intelligence 
of confequence concetning them, who neverthelels were not idle. 

Mr. Lally had formed another project befides that which Colonel 
Coote fufpe(£led ; and, to accomplilh it, had not fuffered his army 
to advance with half the expedition they might. They were on the 
iith, the third day after they quitted their encampment, no far- 
ther than Papantanguel, fix miles on this fide of Trivatore, and 
halted there the greateft part of the day. Towards the evening, 
nil were under arms, and the ftores and baggage loaded ; but, in- 
Ifead of marching on, he difplayed them on the plain, facing to 
the Paliar, and then cxercifed them as if for praflice, in large 
evolutions, which were calculated to fling the whole line to the 
eaftward, with all the horfe, Morattoes, as well as Europeans, on 
the right, of whom the outermofl, when the exercife ended, were 
fix miles from Papantanguel. Having thus whiled away the time 
until the clofe of the evening, he continued all on the ground they 
flood until it was dark ; and then feparated the army into two di- 
vifioiis. The horfe, excepting fome which rejoined the fecond, filed 
off, followed by 300 Sepoys, who had formed next to them, and 
marched on as faft as they could, keeping together ; the reft of the 
army, which confifted of all the European infantry, with the 
baggage and artillery, were ordered to follow, but without ftrain. 
Mr. Lally led the firft divifion himfllf. After a march of 1 5 miles, 
in which they had crofled the Paliar, they arrived at eight in the 
morning at Conjeveram ; expelling to find in the town the magazines 
of rice which fupplied the Englifti army ; but they had no fuch ftorc. 
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living on the purchale of the day ; nor had the inhabitants more than 
the common provifion of their houfes ; but in the pagoda was the 
hofpital, and a -ftock of military ftores, under the guard of two com- 
panies of Sepoys, commanded by Lieutenant Cliillholm, of which the 
capture would have been diftreffing; but Mr. Lally having brought no 
cannon noade no attempt on tlie pagoda, and employed his troops 
in colleding plunder, and fetting fire to the houles of the town ; 
during which, the Sepoys, and all the fick in the pagoda, who could 
move, came out, and being well acquainted with the ftreets and covers, 
continually attacked their fmaller parties and ftragglers, and whenever 
likely to be over-powered, difappeared. In the evening the enemy 
retreated, driving off 2000 bullocks, the moft valuable part of their 
booty, loaded with the trumpery they had colleded. By this time the 
other divifion of the army had arrived at Jangolam, a village on the 
bank of the Paliar, three miles from Conjeveram, from whence both 
united, immediately proceeded, and the next day reached Trivatore. 

The ncareft ground of the French line, whilfl: marching on this 
exploit, was eight miles from the advanced poftof the Englifh camp, 
whofe black horfe, awed by the number of the Morattoes, were 
afraid to venture, and could not be trufted fo far abroad ; and the 
European horfe, being only one hundred, were not even fufficient 
for the necefl'ary patroles of the camp ; fo that the firft intelligence 
of the enemy’s march was from Lieutenant Chifliolm at Conjeveram, 
fent as foon as they appeared there. It arrived in the afternoon ; 
Colonel Coote Immediately fet off with the cavalry, and ordered the 
whole army to follow, which was in march before the fun fet, and 
before it rofe at Conjeveram, where Colonel Coote, with the cavalry, 
had arrived at one in the morning. The way is twenty-one miles. 

It was now a month, that Mr. Bully had adled once more in the 
field in conjunftion with Mr. Lally ; and the intercourfe had only 
encreafed the averfion. The late errors of Mr. Lally’s operations, 
which had loft Vandivalh and Carangoly, without gaining any thing 
equivalent by the expedition to Seringham, had lowered his military 
charadlcr throughout the army ; and even his own regiment as u ell 
IS Lorrain, although the King’s troops, began to acknowledge the 
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fupcrlor talents of Mr. Bufly to condu£t the war : the battalion of 
India always thought fo. Mr. Lally imputed this riling predilection 
in the oihcors to the influence of Mr. Bufly’s money, and amongfttlVc 
foldiers to the intrigues of Father St. Eftevan, a cra/.y, bulyjefuit, who 
officiated in the camp, and confefled the regiment of Lorrain ; his an- 
tipathv no longer liftened to any reftraints. As foon as the army re- 
turned to Trivatorc, Mr. Bufly alked his leave to retire to Pondicherry 
for the recovery of a painful diforder, which incapacitated him for 
fatigue ; but Mr. Lally forbid him in the name of the king to quit the 
held. He obeyed, and gave his befl: opinion concerning the future 
operations of the campaign. “ The Engliffi, he faid, would not fee 
“ VanUivafla taken, without rifquing a battle to have it, in which the 
French army would be deprived of all the force employed in the 
“ liege ; and from the neceflity of covering it, not mailer of the choice 
of advantages in the action : whereas, if the whole of the regular 
“ troops kept together on the banks of the Paliar, and detached 
the whole body of 'Morattoes to lay wafte the Engliffi dillri£ls, 
“ their army would loon be reduced to the neceflity, either of 
“ giving battle at difidvantage, or of feeking its fubfillence under 
“ the walls of Madrafs.” No advice could be more judicious ; for 
the firB divilion of the Morattoes, although only 1000, had ven- 
tured to carry their ravages as far as Pondamalee and Vendalore, 
and by cutting off every kind of provlfion on every fide, had re- 
duced the Engliffi camp to as great want, as they brought abundance 
to the French, where they fold the beeves they had plundered at 
feven for a rupee, and rice at half its value in any other part of 
the country ; and at this very time the Prcfidency of Madrafs, anxious 
for the lofs of their furefl: revenues, repented that they had not 
bought the Morattoes on their own terms, and were advlfing Colonel 
Coote to fall back nearer to the adjacencies of the town. But Mr. 
Lally fufpeded Mr. Bufly’s advice, as defigned to prevent or dlfparage 
the a<5livity of his own operations ; and on the 1 4th marched away 
from Trivatore, with a detachment of 500 Europeans, half the 
European cavalry, 500 Morattoes, 1000 Sepoys, and four field-pieces, 
leaving Mf. Bufly with the main body at Trivatore, as the moft 
I central 
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central lituation, at hand to join his own divifion, if the Englilh army 
fliould march after it ; or ready to oppole and interrupt them, if they 
fliould go againft Arcot, in order to divert the (lege of Vandlvalh. 

On the 14th in the evening. Colonel Coote received intelligence 
of Mr. Lally’s arrival at Vandivalh, and the next day marched 
with his whole force from Conjeveram, crofling the Paliar to the 
s. E. inftead of following the enemy by the longer, but better road 
of Trivatore. On the 1 7th, they arrived, and encamped near Ou- 
tramalore. This lituation, lying half-way in the road between 
Vandivafh and Chinglapett, fecured the communication with this 
place, and from henee with Madrafs : it likewife had Carangoly in 
its rear to the left. The fort at Outramalore having long been ne- 
glected, was open in feveral parts from top to bottom of the wall ; 
but was a much more defenfible repolitory for<the ftores and baggage 
of the army, than any poft in the open plain. 

Captain Sherlocke kept 30 Europeans and 300 Sepoys in the (buth 
pettah of Vandivalh, which Mr. Lally attacked at three in the 
morning with all his infantry, in two divifions : the one, in which 
the Europeans were marines from the fejuadron, was allotted to the 
weftern rampart, and only intended to make a diverfion during the 
real attack on the oppofite ; where the Europeans were of Lally’s 
regiment, and led by himfelf. Both divifions were difeovered and 
fired upon before they gained the foot of the wall ; and the marines, 
unufed to fuch fervices, broke, and ran round to Mr. Lally’s divifion, 
who, fuppofing them enemies, fired upon them until the miflake 
was difeovered. Nothing more was attempted until eight o’clock 
the next morning, when all the infantry in one column, with two 
field-pieces at their head, advanced againft the fbuth-fide of the 
pettah ; but the fire to which they were expofed, brought the front 
of the column to a halt without orders. Mr. Lally rode up, dif- 
mounted, and calling for volunteers, ran to the ditch, and mounted 
the wall, himfelf the firft. The whole column immediately poured 
after him ; and the troops in the pettah, liaving no orders to defend 
ft to extremity, efcaped along the ftreets, and regained the fort 
without any lofs in the retreat ; in the w’hole defence only four or five 
had been killed ; but the enemy loft twelve Europeans, bclidcs Sc- 
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poys, and more wounded of both. They immediately entrenched ' 
the openings of the ftreets facing the fort, and began to raife a 
battery in the n. e. angle of the pettah, againft the fame tower 
which Colonel Coote had breached, and nearly on the fame ground. 

A thoufand of the Morattoes had been ordered to obferve the 
motions of the Englifli army;, but they followed nothing but plunder, 
and continued fpreading themfclves to the north of the Paliar ; and 
as Mr. Lally never rewarded fufficiently to encourage daring fpies, 
the firft new'S he received of the approach of the Englifli army, was 
on the 17th at fun-rife, by a letter from Mr. Bufly at Trivatore, by 
which time they were arrived at Outramalore. His averfion to the 
authority, made him unwilling to accept the information as authen- 
tic ; and at firft he only ordered part of the army to advance from 
Trivatore : hut, on farther intelligence, left Mr. Bufly to aft accord- 
ing to his difcretlon ; who at five in the afternoon marched with tlie 
whole, and arrived at Vandivafh before midnight. 

The Englifh army arrived at Outramalore without provifions, and 
too much fatigued to march on, and reach Vandivafh, before Mr. 
Bufly’s divifion had joined Mr. Lally’s there, which, otherwife, on 
their appearance, muft either have retreated, or would have flood 
their ground with great inferiority and difadvantage. The horfe, as 
foon as the foot were encamped, went abroad to rummage the villages 
for provifions, and the next day the troop of huflars fell in with 50 Mo- 
rattoes, of whom they killed one, and took twelve with their horles. 
Still the want of grain continued in the camp, and it was found 
that the reivter, although he depended on Madrafs, had fold his ftore 
to fome agents, probably employed by the French, at Sadrafs ; on 
which he was feized, and confined without eating, until the army 
was fupplied ; and his people in a few hours brought enough for the 
Immediate want, and promifed more. The fcarcity had, however, 
been no obftacle to the operations of the army ; for Colonel Coote 
had refolved not to advance upon the enemy, until they were reat^ 
to afl’ault Vandivafh, when he fhould have his choice of attacking 
cither the troops employed againft the fort, or the army which co- 
vered them in the plain. This Mr. Bufly forefaw, and again advifed 
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Mr. Lally to defift from the fiege until a better opportunity ; and 
to keep his whole force together, until the Englilh either fought 
or retired ; but Mr. Lally as before could not brook inftrudtion from 
the rival he detefted, and perfifted. 

Their battery did not open until the 20th ; having waited for the 
cannon, which were brought 70 miles from the ramparts of Val- 
dore, on carriages fent from Pondicherry. They were two eighteen, 
and two of twenty-four. By the night of the 20th the wall of the 
fauflebray was opened. Colonel Coote, on this intelligence, marched 
the next day with all the cavalry to reconnoitre the enemy’s fitu- 
ation and the ftate of the fiege, and receiving, when near, a meffage 
from Sherlocke, that they had breached the main rampart, went 
back, and halted at Tirimbourg, a village half ^vay, to which he or- 
dered the main body of the army to advance without delay from 
Outramalore, but to fend their heavy baggage, for better fecurity, to 
Carangoly. They arrived at Tirimbourg in the night; at fun-rife. 
Colonel Coote taking with him 1000 of the black horle, and the 
two troops of European, with two companies of Sepoys, advanced 
in front of the main body of the army, which he ordered to follow, 
but without prefling their march. 

The diftance from Tirimbourg to Vandivafli is feven miles ; tlie 
road leads from the n. e. to the s. w. The mountain of Vandivalh 
lies in the fame direction, extending more than a league in length. The 
fort Hands two miles to the s. of the mountain, but nearer to the 
weftern than the eaftern end. The French army was encamped 
dire(£Hy oppolitc to the eaftern end of the mountain, at the diftance 
of three miles, and at two to the weft of the fort. The camp was 
in two lines feparated by paddy fields ; a great tank covered the left 
flank of both lines. At ^oo yards in front of this tank, but a little 
on its left, was another, and farther on, likewifo on the left of 
this, another, neither more than 200 yards in circumference, and 
both dry; and the bank which furrounded the foremoft tank had 
been converted into a retrenchment, in which were mounted fume 
pieces of cannon, which commanded the plain in front, and flanked 
in its whole length the efplanade in front of the camp. 
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All the IWforattoes were returned, and lying with their plunder 
under the foot of the mountain, extending along it towards the N.E, 
endi Their fcouts brought intelligence of the approach, of Colonel 
Coote’s divilion, on which all mounted, as did the European cavalry 
in the French camp, and the whole fpread in different bodies acrofs 
the plain to the eaft of the mountain. Colonel Coote, with 200 
of the black cavalry, followed by the two companies of Sepoys, was 
advancing a mile in front of the reft of the cavalry, which com- 
pofed the divifion he was leading ; and the Morattoes fent forward 
200 of their horfe, on which he halted, called up the Sepoys, and 
interfperfed them in platoons between the troops of horfe. 

The advanced body of the Morattoes neverthelefs puflied on, but 
were flopped by the fire of the Sepoys, before they came to the 
ufe of the fword, Neverthelefs, they recovered after their wheel, 
flood till within reach of the Sepoys again, then turned again, and 
ill this manner fell back to their main body, which with the French 
cavalry had gathered, and were drawn up, extending in a line to 
the eaft, from the end of the mountain ; the French on the right 
of the Morattoes. 

Colonel Coote, whilft halting for the Sepoys, had fent off a meflen- 
ger, ordering up the body of cavalry, which were a mile behind, and 
the firft five companies of Sepoys with two of the field-pieces from the 
head of the line of infantry, to come on likewife as faft as they could 
march : the cavalry fooii joined him, but more time was requifite 
for the Sepoys and guns, as the line was three miles off. During 
which. Colonel Coote, by continual halts, advanced very flowly ; 
and the enemy’s cavalry continued on the ground they had chofen. 
At eight o’clock the detachment of Sepoys, with the guns, came 
up, when the divifion with Coote were at an afeent, which inter- 
cepted them from the fight of the enemy, who, although they had 
perceived the cloud of march, had not diftinguifhed the two guns 
which accompanied the Sepoys, who, joined by the other two com- 
panies, formed in a line in the jrear of the cavalry, with the guns 
in the center ; the two troops of European horfe were in the center of 
the cavalry in the firft line. In this order the two lines advanced 
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againft the enemy, whp were ftill waiting for them ; but when at the 
diftance of aoo yards, the cavalry opened from the centre, and brought 
themfelves round, divided on each wing of the Sepoys, in the fecond 
line; and theinftant the ground was clear, the two field-pieces began 
quick firing on the enemy’s line of cavalry, which were letting off to 
take advantage of the evolution making by the Englilh. The field- 
pieces were, one a twelve, the other a fix-pounder, both of brafs ; and 
Captain Robert Barker, although he commanded the whole of the 
Company’s artillery, had come up with, and now ferved them him- 
felf : the efFe£l: anfwered the good-will and dexterity; the fire was 
directed amongft the Morattoes ; and every Ihot was feen to overfet 
men and horfes, which Hopped their career, but not before they 
were within reach of the mulketry of the Sepoys ; and Ibme of them 
on the winp had even rode in amongft the outward of the Englilh 
cavalry during their evolution ; but the encreafing havock which fell 
amongft: them foon after, put the whole body to flight, and they 
galloped away to their camp, leaving the French cavalry alone, who 
were advancing in regular order on their right, againft whom the 
field-pieces were then dire<fted, which they ftood for fome time, feem- 
ing to exped the Morattoes would rally ; but feeing them entirely 
gone off, turned and went off themfelves, but ftill in order, and 
with much compofure. 

Colonel Coote advanced with his divifion to the ground they had 
quitted, aiwl feeing the plain clear, quite up to the French camp, 
fent orders to his line of infantry to halt, wherefoever the order Ihould* 
meet them, until he returned to them himfelf. There were fome 
gardens and other enclofures half a mile to the right of the ground: 
which the French cavalry had occupied, whilft drawn up in a line 
with the Morattoes extending from the end of the mountain. The 
enclofures were good flielter on neceflity, and the ground beyond them 
excellent for the difplay and aftion of the whole army, which Colonel 
Coote having reconnoitred, ordered his divifion to file off to the left, 
and to form on this ground, in the fame order as before ; the cavalry 
in a line in front, the Sepoys in another behind them. 

As 
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17,60. As foon as this difpofition was executed, he rode back to the 
» — line of infantry, which were halting, drawn up in two lines ac- 
January. cording to the order of battle he had ifliied to the principal officers 
in the preceding night. He fignified his intention of leading the 
army on to a general adlion, which was received with acclamations, 
that left no doubt of the ardour of the troops to engage the enemy 
they had fo long been feekiiig. The plain dry, hard, and even, ad- 
mitted of their marching on in the fame order they were drawn up» 
without filing off in columns, lb that they were loon upon the 
ground where the advanced divifion were halting, when the cavalry 
wheeled from the right and left, and formed the third line of the 
main battle, and the five companies of Sepoys took their place again 
on the right of the firft line ; but the two field-pieces, ftill attended 
by Captain Barker with the two detached companies of Sepoys, kept 
apart at fome diflance in front, but to the left of the firft line. 

In this array the army flood in full view of the French camp, in 
wliich no motions were perceived ; but no firing was heard againft 
the fort of Vandivafh, Colonel Coote having waited half an hour 
to fee the eftecfl of his appearance, rode forward with fome officers 
to reconnoitre the enemy’s camp, who fuffered them to approach near, 
without cannonading or fending out a party of cavalry to interrupt 
them. 

The day began to wear, and Colonel Coote, as loon as he returned 
to the troops, ordered the whole to file off to the right ; the infantry 
marched in two lines at the lame parallels they had drawn up ; the 
baggage formed a third column on the right, and the cavalry followed 
in the rear of all the three. They proceeded towards the Ibuth fide of 
the mountain, but inclining a little towards the French camp. As foon 
as the firfl files of the infantry came to the flony ground which ex- 
tends from the foot of the mountain, on which the enemy’s cavalry 
could not a(£l, the whole halted, and the two lines of infantry facing 
to the right, prefen ted themfelves again in order of battle, oppofite to 
the French camp, at the diflance of a mile and a half, but out- 
flretching it on the right; the baggage falling back at the fame time, 
gave place to the cavalry to refume their former flation as the third line. 

7 The 



Book Xn. Battle op Vandivash. 

The Morattoes were fpread at the foot of the mountain to proted 
their own camp, and none of them ventured within reach of the two 
guns, which during, the march had kept on the left of the firft line; 
but Ibme of the French cavalry came out to reconnoitre, and were 
driven back by their fire. The army halted fome time in this 
fituatlon, in expe£lation that the defiance would bring the French 
out of their camp ; but they ftill remained quiet ; which obliged 
Colonel Coote to profecute the reft of the operations he had me- 
ditated. 

The ground for fome diftance from the foot of the mountain, 
is, as under all others in the Carnatic, encumbered with ftones 
and fragments of rock. From this rugged ground up to the fort 
the plain was occupied by rice fields. The Englifh army coaft- 
ing the mountain until oppofite to the fort^ and then making a 
converfion of their lines to the right, ' would Immediately be 
formed in the ftrongeft of fituations ; their right prote(fted by 
the fire of the fort;- their left by the impaflable ground under 
the mountain, and with the certainty of throwing any number 
of troops, without oppoiltion, into the fort; who, fallving with 
the garrifon to the other fide, might eafily drive the enemy 
from their batteries in the pettah ; from whence the whole of the 
Englifh army might likewife advance againft the French camp, with 
the choice of attacking it either on the flank, or in the rear, where 
the main defences, which had been prepared in the front of their en- 
campment, or arofe from the ufual dilpofitions on this fide, would 
become intirely ufelefs. 

The Engiifti army had no fooner began their march along the 
foot of the mountain, than Mr. Lally perceived the intention, with 
all the confequences of this able operation. The camp immediately 
beat to arms, and foon after the troops were feen ifluing to occupy 
the ground in front of its line, where the field of battle had been 
previoufly marked out. 

The French cavalry, 300 riders, all Europeans, formed on the 
right ; next to them were the regiment of Lorraiu, 400 firelocks : 
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in the centre, the battalion of India, 700 ; next to them LaUy*s, 
400, whole left were under the retrOnebed tank, in which were 
polled the marines or troops from the fquadrqn, with Poete’s from 
•Ganjam, in all 300, with four field-pieces. Between the retrench- 
ment and Lyally’s were three, the fame number between Lally’s 
and India, India and Lorrain, Lorrain and the cavalry; in all i6 
pieces. Four hundred of the Sepoys of Hyder Jung, whom Mr.Bufly 
had brought from Cudapah, were polled at the tank in the rear of 
the retrenched tank where the marines were, whom they were to 
fupport on occafion : 900 Sepoys were ranged behind a ridge which 
ran along the front of the camp ; and at each extremity of this ridge 
was a retrenchment guarded by 50 Europeans, which covered the 
entrances into the camp. The whole force drawn out, infantry, 
cavalry, and artillery, was 2250 Europeans, and 1300 Sepoys: 150 
Europeans and 300 Sepoys continued at the batteries againll Vandi- 
valh ; but none of the Morattoes, although 3000, left the ground and 
prote<flion of their own camp to alTill their allies in this decifive 
hour. 

The fight of the'French army ilTuing into the open plain gave 
Colonel Coote all he intended by the preceding operations of the day. 
He inllantly halted his lines, which had advanced Ibme way along the 
foot of the mountain. Facing as foon as they halted, the two firll lines 
were in order of battle, oppofite but obliquely to the enemy. The 
baggage were fent back under the efcort of two companies of Se- 
poys, to a village in the rear, and the cavalry as before took their 
place in the third line. 

The Englilh army confifted of 1900 Europeans, of whom 80 
were cavalry, 2100 Sepoys, 1250 black horfe, and 26 field-pieces. 
In the firll line were Coote’s regiment on the right, the Company’s 
two battalions in the centre. Draper’s on the left ; but all without 
their grenadiers ; and 1800 Sepoys were equally divided on the right 
and left of the Europeans in this line ; in the intervals of which 
were 10 pieces of cannon, three on each fide of the Company’s bat- 
talions, and two between Coote’s and Draper’s and the Sepoys. In 
the focond line were all the grenadiers of the army, 300, with a field- 
4 piece 
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piece next, and beyrnid 200 Sepoys on each of their flanks ; the ca- 
valry formed the third line ; the 80 Europeans, as before, in the 
center of the black horfe ; the two field-pieces with the two com- 
panies of Sepoys of the morning ftill continued apart, advanced as 
before a little on the left of the firfl: line. 

As the Engliih army were marching up, and before they were 
within cannon (hot, Mr. Lally, putting himfelf at the head of the 
European cavalry on the right, fet off with them, and taking a 
large fweep on the plain, came down, intending to fall upon 
the horfe of the Englifh army, which made their third line. 
The black horfe, who were nine-tenths of this body, pretended 
to wheel, in order to meet the enemy’s, but purpofely confufed 
themfelves fo much, that fome went off imnQ^ediately, which gave 
a pretext to the reft to follow them, and the 80 Europeans were left 
alone, who faced and drew up properly to receive the charge, rely- 
ing on better affiftance. As foon as the intention of Mr. Lally was 
underftood, the divifion of Sepoys on the left of tlie firft line 
were ordered to fall back in an angle from the front, ready to 
take the enemy’s cavalry in flank as they were approaching, but 
performed the evolution with fo little firmnefs, that little hope was 
entertained of any executldii from their fire ; but Captain Barker 
with the 2 guns of the feparate detachment, had watched, and di- 
refting his own by the movement of the enemy, was within point 
blank of them juft before they were oppofite and riding in on the flank 
and rear of the horfe, where only the European were ready to op- 
pofe them, for all the black were gone. In lefs than a minute the 
quick firing of the two guns brought down ten or 15 men or horfes, 
which, as ufual, threw the next to them, and they the whole, into 
confulion ; and the horfes growing every moment wilder, all turned 
and went off on the full gallop, leaving Mr. Lally, as he aflerts, 
fingly alone. If fo, he could not have ftaid long where he was, for 
the European horfe, on feeing the enemy’s check, were advancing ; 
and many of the black, encouraged by the fecurity, were returning-, 
and the whole foon after fet off after the enemy, whom they purf ued 
in a long courfe (juite to the rear of their camp 
VoL. II. 4 F 
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The Englifh army halted ten minutes in attention to this attack, 
during which the hrench line cannonaded, but beyond the proper 
diftancc even for ball, and neverthelefs often fired grape, and nei- 
ther witli any eft'ecSt.. The Englifh did not begin to anfwer until 
nearer, and then perceiving their own fire much better direded, halt- 
ed in order to preferve this advantage, as long as the enemy permitted 
it to continue, by not advancing from the front of their camp. Mr. 
Lally retiring from the Englilh cavalry, and deferted by his own, 
rejoined his line of infantry, which he found fuffering, and with 
much impatience, from the Englifh cannonade : his own impetuo- 
fity concurred with their eagernefs to be led to immediate decilion,. 
and he gave the order to advance. The Englifh line was not diredtly 
oppofitc to the front of the French, but flanting outwards from 
their left, which required the French troops on this fide to advance 
much lefs than thofc of their right, who had more ground to wheel,, 
in order to bring the whole line parallel to that of the Englifli. 

Colonel Coote feeing the enemy coming on gave the final or- 
ders to his own. None but tlie Europeans of the firfl and fecond 
lines w'cre to advance any farther. The Sepoys on the wings of both, 
and the cavalry in the third line, were to continue where they were 
left, and to take no fliare in the battle, until they fhould hereafter 
receive orders how to adf. 

The enemy began the fire of mufketry at one o’clock, but Colonel 
Coote intended to refrain until jiearcr ; neverthelefs the company of 
Coffrees, which was inferted in one of the Company’s battalions, 
gave their fire without the order of their officers, and it was with 
difficulty that the irregularity was prevented from extending. Co- 
lonel Coote was at this time pafTing from the right to the left 
to join his own regiment, and received two or three fhot in his 
cloaths from the fire of the Coffrees. As fbon as he arrived at his 
r'giment they began, and the fire became general through the whole 
line. 

Coote’s had only fired twice, when Lorrain formed in a column 
twelve in front : the operation is fimple and was expeditious. 
Colonel Coote made no change in the difpofition of his regiment. 
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but ordered the whole to preferve their next fi/e ; which I>orraiti 
coming on almoft at a run, received at the diftance of 50 yards in 
their front and on both their flanks ; it fell heavy, and brought 
down many, but did not flop the column. In an inflant the two 
regiments w ere mingled at the pufli of bayonet ; thofc of C'oote’s 
oppofite the front of the column were immediately born down, but 
the reft, far the greateft part, fell on the flanks, when every man 
fought only for himfelf, and in a minute the ground was fpread 
with dead and wounded, and I^orrain having juft before fuflered from 
the referved fire of Cpote’s, broke, and ran in difordcr to regain 
the camp. Colonel Coote ordered his regiment to be reftored to 
order before they purfued, and rode himfelf to fee the ftate of the 
reft of the line. 

As he was pafling on, a fliot from one of the guns w ith Draper’s 
regiment, ftruck a tumbril in the retrenched tank on the left of 
Daily’s, where the marines were pofted, and the cxploflon blew up 
80 men, many of whom, with the chevalier Poete, w ere lallcd dead, 
and moft of the others mortally hurt. All who were near, and had ef- 
caped the danger, fled in the firft impulfe of terror out of the retrench- 
ment, and ran to gain the camp by the rear of T^ally’s, and were joined 
in the way by the 400 Sepoys at the tank behind, who, althougli 
they had fuftered nothing, likewife abandoned their poft. Colonel 
Coote on the cxplofion, fent orders by his aid de camp Captain I/.cr, 
to Major Brereton, to advance with the whole of Drajicr’s regiment, 
and take pofi'eflion of the retrenched tank before the enemy reco- 
vered theconfufion which he judged the explofion muft have cauied ; 
as in this fituation they W'ould command, under cover, the flank of 
Daily’s regiment. The ground on which Draper’s was ftaruling oppo- 
fite to Daily’s when the order came, obliged them, in order to prevent 
Daily’s from enfilading, or flanking them as coming down, to file oft by 
the right, hlr. Bufly, who commanded on this w^lng, had bctorc en- 
deavoured to rally the fugitives, of whom he had recovered 5001' 60, 
and adding to them turn platoons of Daily’s, led and pofted them in 
the tank, and then returned to fupport them with the regimenr. 
But Brercton’s files kept wheeling at a dlftance, and moving at the 
quickeft pace, fuftered little from their fire, and coming upon the 
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left of the retrenchment, affaulted it impetuoufly, and carried it after 
receiving one fire of much execution from the troops within, un- 
der which Major Brereton fell mortally wounded, and when fallen 
refufed the afliftanceof the men next him, but bid them follow their 
victory. The firft of Draper’s who got into the retrenchment fired 
down from the parapet upon the guns on the left of Daily’s, and 
drove the gunners from them ; whllfl the reft, being many more 
than required to maintain the poft, formed, and fhouldered under it, 
extending on the plain to the left to prevent the regiment of Dally, 
if attempting to recover the poft, from embracing it on this fide. 
Mr. Bufly wheeled the regiment of Dally, and fentoff platoons from 
its left, to regain the retrenchment, whilft the reft were oppofed to 
the divlfion of Draper’s on the plain. But the platoons afted faint- 
ly, only fklrmlflilng with their fire inftead of coming to the clofe 
afl'ault. The a<ftion likewife continued only with mufketry, but 
warmly, between the two dlvifions on the plain, until the two field- 
pieces, attached to the right of Draper’s, which they had left be- 
hind when marching to attack the retrenchment, were brought to 
bear on the flank of Daily’s, who had none to oppofe them ; on 
which their line began to waver, and many were going off. Mr. 
Bufly, as the only chance of reftoring this part of the battle, put 
himfelf at their head, intending to lead them to the pufh of bayo- 
net, but had only advanced a little way when his horfe was ftruck 
with a ball in the head, and floundering at every ftep afterwards, 
he difmounted ; during which the fire from Draper’s had continued, 
of which two or three balls pafled through his cloaths, and when 
he alighted only 20 of Daily’s had kept near him, the reft had 
Ihrunk. Two platoons fet off on the full run from Draper’s 
to furround them : the officer demanded and received Mr. Bufly’s 
fword, and fent him with a guard into the rear ; he was con- 
duced to Major Monfon, who had wheeled three companies of 
the grenadiers of the fecond line, and was halting with them 
and their field-piece at fome diftance, ready if neceflary to fup- 
port the event of Draper’s. Mr. Bufly alked who the troops he 
faw were; and was anfwered 200 grenadiers, the beft men in 
4 the 



Book XII. Battle of Vandivash, 

the army, who had not fired a fhot ; he clafped his hands in fur- 
prize nn ! admiration, and faid not a word. 

Diirino- the conflict on this fide the two centers, which were 
cotnpol'ed of the troops of the two Eaft India Companies, had kept 
np a hot, but diftant fire ; neither chufing to rifque clofer decifion 
until they faw the event between Draper’s and Lally’s ; but as foon 
as Lally’s broke, the enemy’s center went ofFlikewife, but in better 
order, although in hafte, to regain their camp. Many of Coote’s, 
in the firfl; fury of victory, had purfued their antagonifls of Lorrain 
up to the retrenchment, by wdiich the fugitives entered the camp : 
they might have fufFered by this rafhnefs, if the guard there, as 
well as the neareft Sepoys along the ridge, had not taken fright, 
and abandoned their pofts on feeing the rout of Lorrain. It took 
fome time to bring the purfuers back to riieir colours, when the 
officers, fending off the wounded, formed the reft into their ranks, 
and afterwards only made the appearance of advancing, whilft 
the reft of the battle remained in doubt, left Lorrain with the Se- 
poys fhould rally ; to prevent which the four field-pieces on the 
left kept up an inceflant fire plunging into the camp. 

As foon as the other wing and the center of theEnemy’s army gave 
way, their opponents, the Company’s battalion and Draper’s regiment 
got into order, and with Coote’s, who were ready, advanced to the 
purfult, leaving their artillery behind. They entered the enemy’s 
camp without meeting the leaft oppofition. India and Lally’s had 
paffed through it haftily to the other fide, although not in rout as 
Lorrain’s before. Mr. Lally, after the rout of Lorrain, rode away 
to join his own regiment on the left, but on the way faw the ex- 
plofion of the tumbril at the retrenched tank, the difperfion of the 
marines in this poft, and the flight of the Sepoys out of the tank 
behind. He was in this Ihftant near, and intended to fpeak to Mr. 
Bully, but turned fuddenly, and ordered the Sepoys ftationed along 
the ridge in front of the camp to advance. None obeyed ; and moft 
of them being thofe of Zulphacarjung who had ferved with Mr. 
Bufly In the Decan, he rafhly fufpefted treachery, and, unable to ^ 
controul the impulfe of diftra^fion, rode into the camp to ftop the ; 
fugitives of Lorrain. 
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The whole body of the French cavalry, near 300, who were all 
Kuropcans, appeared on the plain in the rear of the camp to which 
they had retreated, folbwed by the cavalry of the Englilh army, 
vvhofe encounter they had hitherto avoided by abler evolutions : fo 
that neither of thcle two bodies had bcei\ within fight of the brunt 
between the two infantries. The French cavalry chanced to be near 
enough to fee the flight ofLorrain through the camp, and, animated 
by a fenfe of national honour, refolved to proteil them, if, as might be 
expected, they fliould endeavour to efcape ftill farther by gaining the 
plain. ' In this purpol'e they united their fquadrons and drew up 
in the rear of the camp, and in face of the Englifh cavalry, of whom 
the black horfe, awed by their refolution, dared not, and the European 
were too few, to charge them. This unexpecSted fuccour probably pre- 
vented the utter difperfion of the French army. There were in the 
rear of the camp three field-pieces with their tumbrils of ammuni- 
tion ; at which the fugitives ofLorrain, encouraged by the appear- 
ance of the cavaliy, flopped, and yoked them. Thefe prote» 5 lions 
rcflorcd confidence to Lally’sand the India battalion as they arrived, 
likewife beaten from the field. They fet fire to the tents and un- 
dangerous flores near them, and the whole filed off into the plain 
in much better order than their officers expected. The three field- 
pieces kept .in the rear of the line of infantry, and behind them 
moved the cavalry. They palled to the wedward, and when oppo- 
lite to the pettahs of Vandlvafh were joined by the troops, who 
had continued at the batteries there, which they abandoned, leaving- 
all the flores and baggage, and received no interruption from the 
gnrrifon as they were going off. The Morattoes, who were under 
the mountain when the cannonade began, intended not only to 
protedf their own camp, but to fall upon the baggage of the 
Englifh army ; but when they faw the whole body of Sepoys 
remaining in the rear of the a£llon, were deterred from advancing 
to the village, to which the baggage was fent ; and having their o\^n 
all ready loaded on their bullocks, lent off the whole train to the 
weft ward foon after the cannonade commenced ; and with the firft 
notice from their fcouts of the rout of Lorrain, began to go off 
2 themfelves. 
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themfelves. Their rout led them acrofs the way, along which the 1760. 
French were retreating ; whom 700 of them joined and accompanied. 

Colonel Coote fent repeated orders to his cavalry to harrals and im- 
pede the retreat of the French line. They followed them five miles 
until five in the afternoon, but the black horfe could not be brought 
up within reach of the carbines of the French cavalry, and much 
lefs of their field-pieces. The brunt of the day pafled intirely between 
the Europeans of both armies, the black troops of neither had any 
part in it, after the cannonade commenced. The commandants of 
the Engllfli Sepoys complimenting Colonel Coote on the vit'dory, 
thanked him for the fight of fuch a battle as they had never fecn. 

Twenty-four pieces of cannon were taken, 19 in the field and 
camp, and five in tlie battery againlt VancUvalh, t i tumbrils oi 
ammunition, all the tents, ftores, and baggage, that were not 
burnt. Two hundred of the Europeans were counted dead in the 
field, and 160 were taken, of whom 30 died of their wounds be- 
fore the next morning ; fix of the killed, and 20 of the prifoners, 
were officers : wounded continually dropt on the road ; lo that 
the immediate diminution of the enemy’s force was computed 
600 men. Of the Englifh army, 63 Europeans were killed, 
and 124 wounded, in all 190; of this number, 36 of the killed, 
and I 6 of the wounded, belonged to the Company’s battalions, 17 
and, 66 to Draper’s, 13 and 36 toCoote’s regiment ; four of the Eu- 
ropean horfe, and two of the artillery, were wounded, but none 
of either killed. Of the black troops, 17 of the horfe were killed, 
and 32 wounded : in all, 22 and 47 : of the Sepoys only 6 and 15. > 

Tlic killed, as well in the European as the black troops, was, although 
not in the different bodies, one half of the number wounded, a propor- 
tion on the whole which rarely happens, excepting as in this aclion, 
by cannonade. 

The firft news of the victory was brought to IMadrafs at iun-rife 
the next morning by one of the black fpies of the Englifh can.-.p. 

At noon came in another, with a note of two lines, written with 
a pencil, by Colonel Coote on tlic field of battle ; otl ler acctaints 
followed, and loon after eye-wltnefies. TIic joy which this luc- 
cels ditt'uled throughout the lettleincnt, was almoil: equal to that of 
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Calcutta oil the viflory at Plafley. Their congratulations to Colonel 
Coote and the army were abundant as their joy. 

The day after tiic battle fcarcely fufficed for the variety of orders 
neceflary to ivftore the army to its ftrength, and to make the difpo- 
litions, by which Colonel Coote, with his ufual afllvity, I'cfolved 
to prol'ccute his fuccefs. Captain Wood was ordered to advance 
with his garrifon from Covrepauk, and invert the fort of Arcot ; 
Tleutcnt Chllholm to fend to Covrepauk the fick and invalids 
left by the army at Conjeveram : Madrafs was requerted to fend 
to Conjeveram the recovered men of the King’s regiments left 
in their hofpital, together with rtores, battering cannon, and 
ammunition : this line was meant to furtaln the fiege of Arcot. 
Whatlbever other troops could be fpared from Madrafs were 
to be fent to Vandlvalh, with medicines and conveniences for 
tlie wounded there. The baggage at Outramalore was ordered to 
rejoin the army ; a letter was written to Innls Khan, advlfing him 
to quit the province, with all his Morattoes, without delay, or that 
no quarter would be given to any of them where Ibever met. Or- 
ders were Ifl'ued for looo of the black horfe to march to the Ibuth ; 
200 fet off immediately to plunder and lay warte the country be- 
tween Allamparvah and Pondicherry : the next day, which was 
the 25th, 800 with 20 of the huflars, under the command of Vaf- 
ferot, marched with the fame intent againrt the dirtridls between 
Pondicherry and Gingee, and were to aft in correlpondencs with 
the other detachment. 

The French army reached Chittapett the next day, where they 
only remained the day after ; and then Mr. Lally, without rein- 
forcing tlie garrifon, fell back with all the European force to 
Gingee, f nding the Sepoys of Zulphacarjung, of whom he had 
ftill fufpicions, although Mr. Bufly was taken, to a<rt under the 
commandant at Arcot, and advifed the Morattoes to renew their in- 
curfions to the north of the Paliar. Colonel Coote, on intelligence 
of Mr. Lally’ s retreat, and the little care he had taken of Chitta- 
pett, refolved to attack this place before he marched againrt Arcot. 
The baggage from Outramalore, waiting for feme rtores from 
Cdiinglapctt, did not arrive until tJie abtli. In the fame evening, a 
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detachment marched from Vandivafh, and the jiext morning iii- 
reftcd Chittapett, when the commandant, 'De Tilly, refufed to fur- 
render. On the 28th, the whole army encamped within cannon - 
fhot^ and the commandant ftill perfifting in his refufal, a battery of 
two eighteen-pounders was erected in the night, againft the n. e. 
angle, and a howitz was planted in the pettah, to enfilade the north 
line bf the rampart. The fire opened at five the next morning, 
and the breach was nearly pra<Slicable by eleven, when a flag of 
truce appeared, and De Tilly furrendered without terms. The 
garrifon confiftedof four commiffioned oflScers, and 52 private Eu- 
ropeans, with 300 Sepoys. In the hofpitals were 73 Europeans, 
wounded in the late battle. The artillery were nine pieces of can- 
non ; the ftore of ammunition was confiderable, and amongfl: the 
arms were 300 excellent mulkets, which were* diftributed amongfl 
the Englilh SepOys. The garrifon reported, that a party, with two 
field-pieces, were marching from Arcot and Gingee, having taken 
the round-about road by Arni and Trinomalee ; on which Captain 
Stephen Smith was detached, with 200 black horfe, and two com- 
panies of Sepoys, to intercept them. * 

In the mean time, the horfe feat to the fouthward had performed 
their miflion with great alacrity, having burnt 84 villages, and fwept 
away 8000 head of cattle, many of which were of thofe the Mo- 
rattoes liad taken on the north of the Paliar, and fold to whomfo- 
ever would buy them, at four-pence a head. The whole collection 
was driven under different convoys to Vandivafh, Carangoly, and 
Outramalore, and more than reftored the number which thefe 
diftriCts had loft. Befides what they had fold, they had driven 
away a great multitude of the beft cattle^into the vallies leading 
from Lalliput to Damalcherri, which they intended to lend, with 
the reft of their booty, to their own country on the other fide the 
hills ; but the menaces and fuccefs of Colonel Coote railed appre- 
henfioiis in Innls Khan, that he might rifque the lofs of this 
plunder, if he continued aiiy longer in the province. He therefore 
quitted Arcot, tvith all his Morattoes, on the fame day that Chit- 
tapdtt furrendered ; and continued his march through the pafs, from 
Voi,. II. 4 G whence 
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wlience he wrote to Mr. Pigot, that he fhould at any time here- 
after be ready to wait on him with his troops, if they could agree 
upon the terms. 

'On the 30th, intelligence was received from Captain Wood, that 
he had marched with his garrifon of Covrepauk to Arcot, and found 
the Sepoys of Zulphacarjung ftrongly ported in the rtreets of the 
town ; he nevcrthelefs attacked them, and after much firing drove 
them from their ftands, with confiderable lofs on their fide, and 
littlo on his own. They retreated out of the town, as the garrifon in 
the fort did not want their fervice. On the 3irt, the army, which had 
moved by two fucceflive divifions, encamped near Arni, where they 
were rejoined by the detachment fent with Captain Stephen Smith, 
who had taken the party they had been fent after, which was much 
Icfs than had been reprefented, confifting only of 20 Europeans 
and 50 Sepoys, efcorting two brafs field-pieces, which Mr. Lally 
had ordered from Arcot. Captain Smith had likewife picked up 
three cornmifl'arles, who were travelling to Pondicherry in their 
pailankeens. 

The next day, which was the firrt of February, Colonel Coote, 
with the firrt divifion of the army, joined Captain Wood in the 
town of Arcot, having left the fecond with Major Monfon, to attack 
Timery, which lies in the road. This fort being very fmall, al- 
though well-built, only (hells were fired, which before the evening 
reduced the garrifon to furrender : they were one ferjeant com- 
manding 20 foldiers, and 60 Sepoys, with five pieces of cannon. 
The next day Major Monfon arrived at Arcot, and all immediately 
fet to work in ere(rting batteries, for which Captain Wood had pre- 
pared the materials, and had nearly finilhed one on the north face of 
the fort. 

The defences of the fort had been greatly improved fince it was 
defended by Captain Clive, againrt Rajahfahib, in 1752. I'he Englilh 
had contributed mort ; but the French fiiiKhed what was intended, 
but left undone by them, when they abandoned the fort on Mr. 
Eally’s approach to Madrafs. The ditch was mortly in the (olid 
rock, and had every where been dug to man height : the faufilebray 

2 was 
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waf clear? but Open ; being neither Ikifted with a parapet- wall, nor 1760. 

even with a palilade : a glacis, and a-cq's^red way, had been carried 
round the fort ; and from the center of the noith-fide of the covered-^ ' 
way projected a ftrong ravelin, rriounting fix 'guns, round which 
the glacis was continued ; a gate with a draw-bridge commuiiicated 
with this' ravelin : tho narrow rampart of the old wall had in many 
places been widened, and ramparts railed to it, for the ready running 
up of cannon ; each of the towers, of which there were twenty- 
two, was rendered capable of a gun of any fize, tliofe at the four 
angles would admit three, and the platforms of the two gateways 
more. The extent of the fort from the weftern to the eaftern fide is 
nearly 8oq yards ; the eaftern face 350 ; but the fouthern wall, re- 
ceding as it ftretches to the eaftward, reduces the eaftern face to 
360 yards, of which 50 are occupied in the ^irdddle by a gate- way, 
and the main rampart on this face had only the two towers in the 
angles. 

Two batteries were railed to the Eaft ; one, of three embrafiures 
in the front of fome houfes, ftanding at the diftance of 360 yards, 
nearly oppofite to the rampart between the gateway and the tower 
in the angle on its right ; and was intended to breach in the interval : 
the other batteiy was on the left of this, but 100 yards nearer; it mount- 
ed only two guns, of which, one was to difmantle the tower in the 
angle to the right of the gateway, and the other the angle on the right 
Df the gateway itfelf. A battery of three guns was raified to the 
fouth, nearly oppofite the s. w. angle of the fort, and bore upon the 
tower in this angle, and the two next to the eaftward. I'his battery 
was at the diftance of 200 yards,, where ^ few houfes gave Ihelter 
:o the guards, and covered . the workmen in the outfiet of the ap- 
proaches. The fourth battery, was that raifed by Captain Wood on 
:he north : it was to the left of the ravelin, at the diftance of 200 
>^ards, and mounted two guns, which were to plunge over the ravelin, 

11 order to break the drawbridge behind/ by which the ravelin com- 
nunlcated acrof$ the ditch with the body suf the fort : but this bat- 
:ery was of little ufe becaufe it enfiladed no part of the rampart, 
ind the ravelin it fired upon bore only one gun againft tlic two 
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batteries to rfie eaftward, and, in cafe the bridge l^ould be' broke, 
the guard would be withdr^n mto the ^rt, wherO' fewice, 
if the breach thould be aflaulted, would be of more detriment thani 
their continuance in the ravelin ; and the battery was employd Qiilj 
becaufe it was ready. 

On the 3d and 4th, whilft the batteries wei^e coidlni^iig, 
garrilbn threw many (hells to interrupt the work, but no men wer< 
hurt by them. On the 5th,. all the three batteries opened ; and tht 
garrilbn flill continuing their (hells, returned likewile on all (idej 
w ith more cannon than fired upon them j and a was killec 

on the N..E. attack,, and four artillery-men to the Ibuth^ On th< 
6th, the enemy difmounted two guns in the battery of three to th< 
eaft,. in which two Europeans were killed and two wounded, anc 
two were Ukewife wounded at the Ibuth battery.. This day, 20c 
cohorn-(heUs arrived from Madrafs, inftead of eight-inch (hells fo] 
the howitz, which was the only piece of bombarding artillery witt 
the army ; no powder came with the (hells ; and from the defence, 
the (lock in camp (eemed likely to he exhauiled before the plac< 
could be opened to aflault ; and (hot grew equally (carce.. Foui 
hundred bullocks were therefore fent off to bring a fupply of botl: 
from Madrafs, with two eighteen-pounders to replace the two whicl 
had been difmounted. In tire nights between the 6th and the 7th 
the army began their approaches from both attacks^ On tlie 7th 
two eighteen-pounders arrived from Chfoglapett ; hut from the wan 
of ferviceable bullocks they were accompanied by only 5a (hot, an( 
CO barrels of powder expected with them were dill lagging on tin 
road. From the preceding to the prefent evening, only one mai 
was killed, and two wounded. The approaches were pulhed on al 
night ; and tlie next day, which^ was the eighth qf the month, ar 
rived the powder from Chinglapett, and a quantity was difcovere< 
buried in one of the houfes of the town but alt the (hot. wer 
fo nearly expended, that, at four, in the afternqqn,, Colonel Coot 
beat a, parley, in order tjo get tune to pick up what tlie enemy ha< 
fired. The French oflicer. Captain Hufley, accepted, th^ meflage 
which was a fiiminons to furrender,. as he could eKpe^l no fuc 
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ooure ; he attfwercd, that not a man had been killed in the fort ; 
but that he was willing to furrender it, if not relieved before, 
at the end o# fix days, (M1 conditiMi the garrifon ihould be free, 
have the honours of war,, and retire to Pondicherry. This to and 
fro lafired two hours, when the firing was renewed until dark. The 
>ofs this day was only <me man killed, and two wounded. In the 
night, the trenches to the s. were puflied on with much diligence, 
and the garrifon employed every means to interrupt their progrefs, 
cannon and fhelis from the body of the place, mufketry, grenades, 
and fire-balls, which fet on fire the blinds, gabions, and fafcines of 
the advancing fap, dangeroufly wounded Enfign Macmahon, who 
conducted it, killed one, and wounded ten more of the men em- 
ployed. Neverthelefs, the fap before the morning was very near 
the foot of the giacisr With the day, which was the pth, the bat- 
teries, having received fome more fhot from Chinglapett, continued, 
and by noon their fire had opened both breaches to fix feet of the 
bottom of the rampart ; and had difmantled the towers that flanked 
them : but ftill the ditch remained to be filled,, and no lodgement 
was yef rnade in the covered way. Great therefore was the furprize, 
to fee a flag, followed by a voluntary offer of furrendering the nexf 
day, if allowed the honours of war ; which, as before, implied 
that the garrifon were not to be made prifoners. Colonel Coote re- 
fufed ; and fbon after came another letter, offering as the conditiooi 
that they might all retire to Pondicherry on their paroles not to 
ferve again.- Colonel Coote replied, that he fhould allow the officers 
and men whatfoever belonged to them, and good treatment ; but re- 
ferved the right of dlfpofing of their perfons.: at the fame time, he 
invited the commandant to fupper, who camp. The fort was clofely 
furrounded during the nighf, to prevent any of the- garrifon from- 
efcaplng ; and* early the next morning, the grenadiers of the army 
took pofleffion of the gates. The garrifon coufifted of 1 1 officers,- 
three of whom were captains, and z'3>d fbldiers and artillery-men,, 
in all 247 Europeans, and nearly the fame number of Sepoys*. The ar- 
tillery were 4 mortars, and 22 pieces of cannon, of whicli fome 
were eighteen- pounders:, there was Ukewife a plentiful flock of 
B ammunition,. 
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1760. nmmunition, and military ftores of all kinds. The batteries muft 
— V — ' iiave ccafed firing the next day, until convoys arrived : the garrifoti 
had not loft three men, and the fort might have held out ten days 
longer before the aflault by ftorm could be rifqued. Tliey exte- 
nuated the early furreiidcr by the certainty of not being relieved. 
It required the refpite of fomc days to refit the wear and tear which 
the arniv }iad endured during the a(ftivity of the late operations ; for 
all the carriages were ftiattered, all the men wanted cloathin^, and 
all the bullocks were fore. 

Colone] Coote, in confideration of Mr. Bufly’s generofity to the 
Englifh fiftory when he took Vlzagapatam, had permitted him to 
repair to Pondicherry from the field of battle, immediately after he 
was taken. He arrived there the next day, and reprefen ted the defeat as 
far from irretrievable. On the 25th in the evening, came in Mr. 
I^ally, and the troops were following from Gingee to Valdore. His 
ill fuccefs, and the abandoning the field, rendered him ftill more 
odious than ever. No inventive, howfoever unjuft, was fpared. 
’Cowardice borrowing courage from drunkennefs was imputed as the 
caufe of wrong dlfpofitions, redrefled by worfe, until the battle was 
loft, and the retreat to Pondicherry as a defign to lofe the city, in 
revenge for the univerfal deteftation in which he was held. 

Neverthelefs, the beft ability and will would have been perplexed 
what meafure to purfue after the defeat. The neceftity of refurnlih- 
ing the army with the ftores and artillery they had loft, would alone 
have required them to fall back nearer to Pondicherry ; and the pro- 
teftlon of the dlftrlfls in the rear of Alamparwah and Gingee now 
became of great concernment ; for fince the lofs of Mafulipatam, of 
the northern provinces, and of their fettlements in Bengal, very little 
grain in proportion to the former importations had been brought 
to Pondicherry by fea ; and the diftrefles for money to anfwer more 
immediate calls had hitherto prevented the government from laying- 
in a ftore of provlfions ; fo that their greateft refource at this time 
was from the harvefts in thefe diftri<fts, which was ripe and gather- 
ing in. 

The interruptions continually oppofed by the garrifon of Tritchi- 
nopoly to the French troops remaining in the ifland Seringham, hafil 
/ prevented 
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|)revented' the controllers, appointed to manage thefe diftricts, from 1 760. 
colle£ting enough to defray the expences of the late expedition, 
although the revenues, if v^nmolefted, would have furnhhed 
more : Mr.. Lally had ordered the whole to return, and Cx- 
pedled they \Ycmld join him before Vandlvafli. They were, befides 
the ^00 European in Seringham, two detachments lately fent from 
Pondicherry, with ftores and ammunition, who were arrived, ami 
halting at Utatore. The manager appointed to colledt the revenues, 
who was a counlellor of Pondicherry, thought that matters would 
mend, when he fhould be reinforced by the detachments at Utatore, 
and ventured to difobey the orders. The Nabob and Captain Jofcph 
Smith at Tritchinopoly refolved, as the beft means of preventing 
the arrival of the detachments, to get pofl’effion of the fortified pagoda 
of Pitchandah, on the farther bank of the Colan oon, which terminates 
the only high road leading from Samiaveram and Utatore into the 
Ifland of Seringham. The pagoda was reported to be garrifbned only 
by a company of Sepoys, with a few Europeans. Accordingly Cap- 
tain Richard Smith, who was recovered of his wound, crofled the 
river on the 28th of December, and took the command of the coun- 
try troops, and thofe from the garrifon, which had continued at 
Samiaveram (ince the defeat of the French party, which had ad- 
vanced a few days before. Early the next morning. Captain Jofeph 
Smith moved with a party from the city, and began to cannonade 
the pagoda of Seringham from acrofs the Caveri, in order to divert 
the French troops from fending a reinforcement to Pitchandah ; for 
the attack of which, his fire upon Seringham was to be the lignah 
The troops from Samiaveram were in time on their ground near 
Prltchandah. The two field-pieces which were to beat down the 
gate were in the road ; the oxen were caft off from then.i, and they 
were to be dragged the rcfl of the way, which was 50 yards, to a 
choultry within fix yards of the gate. The troops were not dilco- 
vered until they had got under the wall, and were fixing the fcallng- 
ladders : ' the garrifon, more' numerous than fuppofed, fired hotly 
from the walls, and efpecially on the field-pieces. Moft of the Eu- 
ropeans in the detachment were foreigners, and none of thofe employed 
in bringing onthe field-pieces liked tiie fervlce ; and to encourage them. 

Captain 
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Ciiptain Smith and Lieutenant Hotne pulled thettifelves at the guits; 
their example brought more aliiftanoe ; but of ten, who were at the 
gun with Smith, two were (hot dead, and three wounded, before they 
got them into the choultry, when a few rounds brought down the 
gate-\vay ; in this inftant captain Smith received a ball under hi» 
Ihoulder, which totally difabled him. Lieutenant Home then took his 
place and endeavoured to lead the men to the allault, but the detach- 
ment had fuflrered fo feverely that none would follow him ; he, how- 
ever, prevailed on them to abide, and bring off the wounded, and the 
two guns. Soon after, a certain account was received of the ftrength of 
the French parties atUtatore,which appeared an overmatch for the dif- 
pirited troops at Samiaveram ; nor could Tritchinopoly (pare a rein- 
forcement equal to what the French troops in the Ifland might then 
fafely fend to a(fl: in conjundion with thofc coming from Utatore: the 
whole detachment at Samiaveram were therefore recalled, and ar- 
rived the fecod of February at Tritchinopoly. Their retreat Re- 
lieved the French troops in the pagoda of Seringham from 
great diftrefs ; for they had little ammunition left, and ftreight- 
ened towards the Caveri by the garrilbn of Tritchinopoly, and 
on the other fide of the Coleroon by parties from the en- 
campment at Samiaveram, they could neither venture out to feek, 
nor the country people to bring them in provifions ; fo that all their 
lubfiftence, for feveral days, had been what they had plundered 
from the bramins in the pagoda, whofe houfes they pulled down for 
fire- wood to drefs the victuals they found in them. 

The French troops at Utatore having waited for fome flores, which 
were lagging on the road, did not arrive at Seringham until the 
8th : they were i.m Europeans, five pieces of cannon, and 600 Se- 
poys ; and brought with them a competent flock of ammunition and 
iparc arms. A day or two after their arrival, 200 of their Euro- 
peans, with 600 Sepoys, commanded by Hufian Ally, marched 
againft Totcum, which had been taken for the Nabob on the 26th 
•of December. The garrifon left in it were four companies of 
Sepoys, under the command of two European ferjeants ; all of 
whom, although there were guns in the fort, behaved very ill, and 

furren- 
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furrendered the pllk:e before aiiy impreflk>n had been made on the 
vfaflls. 

At the fanie fime that Mr. Lally recalled the troops from Sering- 
ham, he Hkewltc ordered the fort of Devic6tah to be evacuated ; and 
the garrifotr, having made feveral breaches in the Walls and towers, 
marched ^way in the beginning of February, but left a company of 
Sepoys ill the pagoda of Atchaveram, which ftands five miles inland 
of Devicotah. 

Captain Jofeph' Smith, on this intelligence, detabhed two compa- 
nies bf Sepoys, tiftder the command of ferjeant Sommers, on whofe 
approach the French Sepoys-' at Atchaveraril were reinforced by ano- 
ther company from- the pagoda of Chilambarum, with which they 
iilarched oilit, arid’ met Sommers’s detachment on the plain, who 
routed them completely, taking five ftand of their dolours, with four 
of their officers, and, befide the Sepoys^Who were killed, many were 
drowned itt the hurry of crofiing the GolOroon. Immediately after 
this encounter, Sommers proceeded, took poflefiioii of Devicotah, 
and began to repair' the bteaOhes. 

The neWs- of tlie victory at ^^^andiWi^h reached Tritohlnopoly on 
the 30th of January, and cleared at onCe the clOud of dCfpondency 
which had overwhelmed the Nabob, ^ii'er fihee lie left Madrafs to 
proceed thither. He pitched his tent, dlfplayed his great flandard, 
and declared' His iiitentioii of returning into the Carnatic ; but 
waited until the French troops fhould be removed fVom Sering- 
ham ; and his wifh was fpon gratified ; for Mrl Lally, on hrs' 
arrival at Pondicherry, dilpatched a fecond order, under the fe- 
vereft penalties of' difbbedie'ncc, for all the troops betWeen Vol- 
coiidah and Tritchinopoly to join his army without d^laj. They 
hoped to conceal their' retreat from the garrlfon of Tritchino- 
poly, and made the preparations with all Iccrcvv ; but fbme df 
the Mdabars employed by them were natives of this part' of 
the country, who, folicitous to fecure pardon, if not favour, 
witli the change of go%'ernrrient, gave immediate and Conflant intel- 
ligence to Captain 'Jofeph Smith, who made ready to take fuch ad- 
vantages as ufually occur, when troops retreating are puvfucd. The 
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whok body of the French troops were 450 Europeans andCofFrees, 
and 1 200 Sepoys ; of which 1 50, with the commiflary, were ia the 
pagoda of Jumbaklflha. The retreat was appointed at nine at night, 
on the 6th of February ; of which previous intelligence was brought 
to Captain Smith ; and almoft the whole garrifon of Tritchinopoly 
were on the bank of the Caveri,, oppofite to- the pagoda of Se?- 
ringham, ready to move as foon as the enemy* The notices were 
punctual ; and the firft divifion. of the Englifli troops entered the 
fouth gate of the pagoda as the laft of the French were going out of 
the oppofite : the reft of the Englifli troops marched round the 
pagoda to the weft. When all were united on the north fide, they 
advanced to the bank of the Coleroon, and, when nearly oppofite to 
Pitchandah, heard the found, and thought theyfaw the motion of a 
line of men marching acrofs them to pafs the river. Captain R.. Smith, 
who led the the troops of the garrifon, formed in order to receive or at- 
tack the ftrangers ; but Captain Jofeph coming up bid him not fire, 
becaufe he had ordered the troops of the polygar Tondiman, which had 
for fome time attended the garrifon, to advance between the pagodas 
of Seringham and Jumbakifliia, and what troops they now defcried 
might as probably be them, as a part of the enemy; who they really 
were,, being thofe moving fron^, Jumbaklflha to join their main body : 
they were foon after afcertained by a black fervant of R. Smith’s, 
who had ftraggled into their line, and talking, was anfwered in 
French. On which the Englifli troops immediately proceeded, and 
began, to enter the bed of the Coleroon, as the enemy were leav- 
ing the farther bank, who in their hurry flung away fifty barrels 
of gunpowder, which were recovered ; and they deftroyed a 
tumbril of gun- ammunition at Pitchandah. But their line never 
flopped until they got to Utatore- The Nabob’s liorfe followed, 
hanging in their rear, and continually picked up a deferter or a 
prifoner, in all 30 Europeans, or fomething belonging to their 
equipages and ftores ; but the infantry, black and white, halted atSa- 
miaveram until the horfe returned, which was the next day ; when a 
detachment of 1000 Sepoys, and 50 Europeans, with two guns and a 
cohorn, and part of the Nabob’s horfe, marched under the com* 
2 mand 
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Book XII. Tritchinopoly. Pondicherry. 

maud of lieutenant Horne, againft Totcum and Cortalum : at the fame 
time, all the other troops returned from Samiaveram to Tritchinopoly ; 
and, befides what had been gathered in the road, brought in two excel- 
lent eighteen-pounders, which the enemy had left in the pagoda of 
Seringham. The Nabob, folicitous to make his new appear- 
ance in the Carnatic with as much figure as poflible, requefted Jo- 
feph Smith to go, and alk 500 horfe of the king of Tanjore. The 
king was ill, and with difficulty admitted the vifit, but promifed 
every thing, and referred the adjulfment to his Dubbeer, or minifter, 
whicli, amongft the Indians, is equivalent to the Duan of the Ma- 
homedan princes. The Dubbeer, notwithftanding the late fuccefles 
of the Englifh arms, infilled, that the Nabob fliould furnllh the 
pay and expences, which he knew w^ould not be complied with ; and 
Captain Smith returned, as he had eiipeflcd, witliout obtaining a 
fingle horfeman. In the mean time, Haflan Ally had abandoned 
Totcum, on the appearance of lieutenant Horne’s detachment, but 
went away with the garrifon, which were 400 Sepoys, to reinforce 
Cortalum. Lieutenant Horne followed him ; and here tlie enemy 
made a Hand for three days, until a battery was raifed, wlien they 
all went off in the night, leaving a guit and fome ammunition in 
the fort. Some Sepoys were left in both, and the reft of tlic de- 
tachment returned to the city ; where the Nabob was making, with 
accuft )med tedioufnefs, the preparations for his departure. 

The ravages which had been committed by the Englifli cavalry, 
in the diftrids around Pondicherry, brought forth a part of the 
French troops from Valdoor; but not before the cavalry were gone 
off with their plunder. The French detachment, feeing notlilng 
to oppofc them, advanced within 20 miles of Carangoly ; which, 
on intelligence of their approach, the Prcfidency rcliitorced 
with 40 Europeans. Captain Prefton had already been fent to 
command there ; and on the 6th of February Colonel Coote had 
detached 500 black horfe, and 20 huflars, from the liege of Arcot, 
with orders, If Prefton fhould think proper, to lead them againft the 
enemy’s detachment, who, gaining Intelligence of their march be- 
fore they had reached Carangoly, retreated faft ; and on tiie 8th, 27 
huflars with their horfes deferted and came to Vaiidivafli, where 
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War of Coromandel. Book XII. 

thef were enlifted in the Englifti fervice, Mr. Lally, on hear- 
ing that his detachment was retreating, and that Arcot was 
prefled, took a fudclen refolution of marching with all the reft 
of the cavalry, in order, as he gave out, cither to throw reinforce- 
ments into Arcot, or to ret.akc Chittapett by furprize, and releafe 
the wounded prifoncrs there ; hut the cavalry, when drawn out, 
mutinied, rcfuftd to proceed with him, and all went out of the 
bounds, as if they intended to go over to the Englifli garrilons ; their 
officers however brought them back ; but fuch was the general dif- 
content for want of pay, that fcvcral of the common foldiers were 
overheard, in the night of the i ith, propohng among themfelves to 
turn the guns in the ramparts again ft the government houfe, as the 
only means of bringing Mr. Lally to rcafon. He immediately re- 
prefented the depohtlons of tlie witnefl'es to Mr. De Leyrit and the 
Council, who, having no money in the public treafury, propofed ex- 
pedients, which Mr. Lally did not approve. All the country in the 
rear of Vandlvafli and Chittapett, quite up to Pondicherry, had 
been let for five years to two of the European inhabitants of the co- 
lony, at the rent of 1,450,000 rupees a year : they were applied to 
in this exigency, and anfwered, that they had no money, having 
been difappointed of much they expected by the lofs of Van- 
divafh and Chittapett ; on which the Malabar, to whom Mr. Lally 
had rented the diftri<fts round Arcot, whilft they remained under 
his authority, offered to advance 50,000 rupees in ten days, and 
80,000 in twenty more, if what remained of the diftridts let to 
the two Europeans were leafed out to him, with the addition (5F 
all the country to the Ibuth of Pondicherry, as far as Chillambarum 
and the banks of the Coleroon. His propofal was accepted ; but 
the prefent affiftance he fupplied could not ferve long, and the fu- 
ture depended on the prote<ftion of the countries : they were farmed 
to him at 1,750,000 rupees a year. 

This arrangement was not approved by the council, becaufe they 
doubted of the credit and integrity of the Malabars ; and, perhaps, 
becaufe it was a fuperceflion of their own authority in the admini- 
ftratiou of the revenues. Immediately after, arrived intelligence of 
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tUe lofs of Arcot, which with that of Chittapett gave new fcope th 
the imputations agalnft Mr, Lally. It was faid, that he himfelf 
declared, the one incapable of holding out four’ days, the other not 
more than live. Why then leave in them 400 Europeans, ib much 
wanted m hi^ own army, to fall a certain prey to the Englijh ? But 
tills condudt^ as his retreat to Pondicherry, was not void of juftifi- 
cation ; for, had he withdrawn thefe garrifons, the Englilh army, 
having nothing to apprehend in their rear, might have immediately 
followed him to Gingee,and from thence to the adjacencies of Pondi- 
cherry, when tlie produce of the country, (b neceflary to ftore Potir 
dichery, would have fallen under the power of the enemy, whom the 
necelTity of reducing Chittapett and Arcot had turned another way ; 
and, befides tiie time they muft employ againft thefe forts, other 
delays might concur to keep them ftill longer at a diftance. 

The Englifli army, after the redu^flion of Arcot, encamped with- 
out the town, towards Velore. The Kellidar Mortizally trembled 
for his fort ; and having been very complacent to the Englifh, fince 
the French had been repulfed from before Madrafs, he now intreated 
the Prefidcncy to fparc the attack, and fent a prefent of ^0,000 
upees to Colonel Coote ; who refufed it, lignifying, that he was 
not empowered, either by the Nabob or the Prefidency of Madrafs, 
to levy tributes. The Kellidar replied, that it was intended as a 
homage to himfelf, a great commander, according to the cuftom of 
the country ; on which the money was accepted, and appropriated 
to the general flock of prize-nwney for the army. 

The army had not reftored its equipments fufficiently to move 
from the neighbourhood of Arcot until the 20th of Fehruary, and 
even then left behind two eighteeii-pounders and a ten-inch howitz, 
which were not repaired. They halted this day at Timery, and. 
500 Sepoys, with loo black horfe, were difpatched with Captain 
Stephen Smith agalnft Trinomaly. The next day the army en- 
camped under Ami, The Kellidar of tl^is fort, which is con- 
ftderable, and a fief belonging to the king of Tanjore, had condufted 
himfelf with fo much hofpitality to both hides, that neither the 
French nor ihe Nabob cot^fidered as an enemy. On the 23d 
a 
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they arrived at Chittapett, when intelligence was received from 
Stephen Smith, that he had got pofleffion of the pettah of Tri- 
nomaly ; but that the troops in the fort feemed refolved to hold 
out. The pettah could not be maintained without the fort ; and the 
pofleffion of the fort was at this jun(fl:ure of much confequence, as its 
detachments might harrafs and interrupt convoys of provifions 
coming from the country in the rear of the army, when advanced 
to the fouthward. Colonel Coote therefore reinforced Stephen Smith 
wdth two twelve-pounders, and 50 Europeans, who were French 
deferters, lately incorporated into a company under the command 
of one of their own ferjeants ; they were called the French Volun- 
teers, and were intended to be employed on hazardous fervices ; but 
this did not prove one ; for, although the guns could not breach, 
the garrifon offered on the 29th to give up the fort, if they were 
permitted to march out free whither they pleafed, with their arms 
and baggage ; their terms were accepted : they were 230 Sepoys, 
and left fix pieces of cannon, and a conffderable quantity of ammu- 
nition, in the fort. Of the Englifli detachment, -one of the volun- 
teers and a Lafcar were killed, and a Sepoy wounded, during the 
attack. 

On the 23d, Rear-Admiral Cornifh arrived at Madrafs, with fix 
fhips of the line. They were tlie fquadton which had failed under 
his command from England, and met Mr. Pococke, with his fhips, 
off Poiidicheny in OvSlober, whom they accompanied to Tellicherry: 
from whence they failed again for the coaft ot Coromandel on the 
I 3th of December, whilft Mr. Pococke, with his own, was proceed- 
ing to Bombay. Contrary winds and currents had retarded their paf- 
fages from one coaft to the other. The crews had received very 
little refrefhment from land ever fince they left England about this 
time in the preceding year, and many were down with the Icurvy. 

The army marched from Chittapett on the 26th, ftriking acrofs 
the country to the s. E. On the 29th in the forenoon they arrived 
and halted at Tondivanum, a town of much refort, at which meet 
the high roads leading from Chittapett, Vandivafti, Outramalore, 
and Carangoly, towards Pondicherry, from which place it is 30 
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miles diftant to the n. e. In the other direflion of the country, 
it ftands nearly midway between Gingee and Alamparvah on the 
fea-lhore; and on its left,, five miles towards Alamparvah, is a forti- 
fied rock, called Permacoil. The wars between the two nations 
having never before brouglit any dccifion before this place, it had 
hitherto remained negledled by both : But as foon as tlife French 
army fell back towards Pondicherry, Permacoil became of impor- 
tance to the protedion of the intermediate diftrids ; and Mr. Tally, 
immediately after the defeat of Vandivafh, had prevailed on the 
Kellidar to admit a party, with fome cannon, into his fort; but the 
eafy redudion of Chittapett and Arcot made the Kellidar repent of 
his hafty compliance ; and, as foon as the Englifh army were return- 
ing from Arcot to the fouthward, he wrote to Colonel Cootc, pre- 
tending, that the French party had got into his fort by furprize, ad- 
vifed him to attack it, and promifed all the aflidancc in his power ; 
and Colonel Coote refolved to try the fincerity of his profeffions. 

In this intention, he fet off before the army in the lafl march to 
Tondivanum, with moft of the cavalry and two companies of Sepoys, 
and arriving there before day-break went on to reconnoitre Per- 
macoil. Befides the fortified rock, lie others of Icfs height before 
and behind it ; the diredion in length of the whole plot is 1200 
yards, and extends from the n. e. to the s. w. : the s.w. end of the rocks 
lay neareft toTondlvanum; but Colonel Coote, having no guide, fol- - 
lowed the beft ground, which brought him to the north-eaft end, 
oppofite to the northern face of the pettah, which lies under the 
weftern fide of the rock of Permacoil, and extends beyond it under 
part of the other rocks to the north. When near, the troops were 
fired upon by cannon from the neareft tower on the rock, and by 
field-pieces and mufketry from the walls of the pettah below. Soon 
after came a man, commiflioned by the Kellidar, who informed Co- 
lonel Coote, that the French in the fort were 50 Europeans, 30 Cof- 
frees, and 50 Sepoys ; that they had got fome guns up the , rock ; but 
that four large pieces of cannon, which arrived the day before, were 
ftill remaining in the pettah below ; and offered to condu( 5 l them to 
the gate ; for, although the pettah was under the main rocks, the 
7 plain.. 
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plain on all fides round the walls was encumbered with large frag- 
ments, which might afford flielter to the approach. Colonel Coote 
immediately followed the guide with the Sepoys, ordering the horfe 
to form, and keep on the left, under cover of the main rocks to 
the N. E. 

The rock on which the fort ofPermacoil ftands does not extend, even 
at its bale, more than 500 yards in length. In breadth, it is at the 
northern end about 400 yards, at the fouthern not more than 200 ; its 
height is likewife various, being at the narrow end 300 perpendicular 
feet, and diminilhing by (lopes and declivities to 200 at the other. Of 
thefe differences in the height, there is one more particularly marked, 
which erodes in a natural zig-zag of two re-entering angles, about 
the middle of the mountain, and all the ground to the eaftward 
bAind this ridge is 30 feet higher than the other part before it to 
the weftvvard. This eaftern part is the upper, and the only real 
fort ; being inclofed and fortified with high ftone walls and towers 
ftrongly built. The other inclofure, although called the lower fort, 
is only furrounded with a wall of loofe ftones, and was principally 
intended for tl^e immediate refuge of the cattle and inhabitants on 
fudden alarm. The rock falls every where fo deep, that the area of 
the fortified fur face above is equal to half the bafe below. The ad- 
jacent rocks before and behind are not high enough to carry any de- 
triment to its fortifications. 

Colonel Coote with the Sepoys, led by the guide, took poft behind 
fome rocks oppofite to the gate-way in the north face of the pettah, 
which ftands nearly m the middle of the rampart. Two large pieces 
of cannon, mounted on field-carriages, were ftandliig at the entrance 
of the gate-way, which was in the left fide of its projedion ; and feme 
Coffrees and Europeans, with two field-pieces, were on the tower 
juft behind to proteft them. This guard, knowing that the cavalry 
in the rear could not aeft on the ground where the Sepoys were, 
ventured to (ally. Colonel Coote ordered Enfign Carty to meet them, 
with one of the companies of Sepoys ; which turned out with great 
alacrity, gave their fire, and advanced to the b.ayonet. The French 
party, ftartled by their refolutibn, ran back, and were followed lo 
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clofe by Carty*s i<>mpg»y» and they by Colonel Coote with tlie 
other, that fugitives made no ftand at the gateway, but con- 
tinued their ifight, l^ill purfued, through the pettah, to the foot of 
the rock at the farther -end, where fteps were cut winding up to the 
upper fort, by which they efcaped into it ; but Colonel O’Kennedy, 
the comiliander, who was at the fteps, and lame with old wounds, 
had very nearly been taken. Here were lying two twenty-four 
pounders, of which the garrifou had burnt the carriages, becaufe 
there was no path to draw, and no means to raife them, into the 
fort. As foon as the pettah was cleared of the enemy’s guards, Co- 
lonel Coote polled the Sepoys in the beft Ihelter the houfes afforded 
againft the fire of the cannon in the upper fort, and the mufke- 
try from the lower, which recommeyed immediately, and conti- 
nued through the day. The horfe were diftributed, fome under the 
walls of the pettah, ready to difmount and affift, if any defcent 
fhould be made ; and the reft in different guards round the hills. In 
the evening came up fix companies of Sepoys, with the French Vo- 
lunteers, aiid an eight-inch howitz, from Tondivanum : the enemy 
continued th>-lr fire through the night, and fmall parties came down 
the fide of the rocks, who threw grenades, and fired mufketry, by 
which a Sepoy was killed, and nine, with three Europeans, wound- 
ed before the morning ; no lofs had been fuftained in the day. All 
the return was from the howitz, which did no damage in either of 
the forts, 

Before morning pioneers and tools arrived, and fufficient cover 
for the whole was formed with earth thrown up and houfes broken 
down ; during which fbme were employed in raifing and fixing the 
two pieces of cannon, one after the other, to tranlporting carriages, 
in order to cany them off, which was not executed without diffi- 
culty and time ; during which, the enemy fired down grenades and 
mufketry, but did no mifehief. 

In the afternoon Colonel Coote fummoned O’Kennedy, who lent 
down one of his men to receive the letter, and anfwered it with a 
temperate negative ; on which Colonel Coote refolved to furprize 
tlie lower fort. Tw'o guides belonging to the Kellidar offered to 
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fhew the path leading up the north fide of the hill, which being ex- 
tremely rugged and difficult, was not likely to be fulpeflcd : they 
proceeded with two companies of Sepoys at eight at night ; at the 
fame time a platoon of Coote’s grenadiers, with another company of 
Sepoys, went up the fteps leading from the pettah to the back of the 
upper fort, and made a falle attack to divert the enemy from the 
real, which were forty minutes in gaining the lummit, when the 
foremoft got over the wall before they were difeovered. The 
enemy’s guards confifted chiefly of Sepoys, and all of them aftonilh- 
ed by the firft fire ran away from their different fiations, and re- 
gained the upper fort, where Colonel O’Kennedy, ignorant of the 
numbers which had got into the lower, and perplexed by the falfe 
attack, would not rifque a fally which might have recovered the 
lofs ; but kept up a hot fire upon them by guefs from the defences 
along the ridge which feparates the upper from the lower fort ; but 
with ito effect, for the choultries and rocks lifing every where af- 
forded fheltcr. The guides, as foon as the party was eftablilhed, 
came down with information of their fuccefs to Colonel Coote, who 
was waiting at the foot of the path, with the pioneer company, and 
the Volunteers of France, provided with ladders, gabions, and faf- 
clnes, and immediately proceeded with them up the hill ; where as 
foo'n as they had joined the party above, the whole proceeded acrofs 
the lower fort, to efcalade the fortifications along the ridge, not- 
withfianding the garrifon was prepared to receive them. The ridge 
might be afeended without clambering. The grenadiers carried the 
ladders ; the reft followed, ready to mount, and in the mean time 
fired up againft the parapet ; from which the fire inftantly became 
exceffively hot. The ladders that were firft applied proved too 
fhort ; it was fuppofed they would anfwer better in other parts, to 
which they were removed, and tried with as little fuccefs. Never- 
thelefs the conteft continued half an hour ; and the Sepoys behaved 
with as much eagernefs as the Europeans, but many dropping or 
difabled, Colonel Coote ordered the aflault to ceafe. He received a 
wound in the knee ; his aid de camp. Captain Adams, was foot 
through the hip ; a ferjeant of the pioneers, one of the French Vo- 
lunteers, 
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lunteers, and feveh Sepoys, were killed; i6 Europeans and 25 Se- 
poys were wounded : in the falfe attack on the upper fort, two 
Sepoys were wounded, and Enlign Blakeiicy was killed. The next 
day, which was the 3d of the month, the Hre of the fort dlini- 
nilhed confiderably, as it was fuppofed, and rightly, from fcarcity 
of ammunition. At noon, a letter came from Colonel O’Kennedy, 
requeuing a ceflation of 24 hours, to obtain Mr. Lally’s orders con- 
cerning the furrender : this was refufed, and foon after he fent ano- 
ther letter requfting the honours of war, which were likewife de- 
nied. Several Europeans and Sepoys were killed and wounded 
through the day and night. Before noon of the next day, wliich 
was the fifth of the attack, a brafs fix-pounder was got up the hill 
with much difficulty by Captain Barker. 7 'here were two choultries 
■in the lower fort, Handing 100 yards from the ridge and ram- 
part, which divide it from the upper : one of thefe choultries was 
near the wall which runs along the edge of the rock on the fide 
over the pettah ; and in this choultry the field-piece was planted ; 
the other was a few yards on the left, which fheltered thofe 
whom it was not neceflary to expofe. The defences in the up- 
per fort immediately oppofite to the choultries lay in a large re-en- 
tering angle, at the two extremities of which was a round tower, 
one on the edge of the rock overlooking the pettah, the other about 
the middle of the ridge, which from hence falls back in another zig- 
zag out of fight of the choultries. The gate leading into the upper fort 
was on the left of the tower in the middle of the ridge. The field- 
piece managed by Captain Barker battered, firing upwards out of the 
choultry, againft the gate and the parapet of the tower, both which 
were ruined before night ; but the garrllbn had heaped earth at the 
back of the gate, which continued to Hop the entrance. Many of 
thofe expofed in this fervice fuffered. New fcaling-ladders had b^en 
provided ; and the next morning, as the troops were preparing to ad- 
vance with them, the garrlfon beat the chamade, and furrendered 
at diferetion. They were fifteen European gunners, cholen men, 
32 Coffrees, and 100 Sepoys: only one of each had been killed. 
There were in the fort 20 pieces of cannon, but not ammunit;ioli 
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eithet^/or them or the muiketry fufficient to have (ibood the aiTault, 
nor had the garrifbn two days provifioii left. The total lofaand ca- 
fualties of the Englilh, through the attack, were four Europeans 
killed, and 1 5 wounded, of the Sepoys 40 and 70 ; theiie troops- had 
never behaved lb well ; of their killed, oiie was the Subadh^r, equi- 
valent to the Captain of a company, and two were Jemidars, the 
next rank of officers. The gallantry of Bulwanfing* who was the 
fenior of the whole body in camp, was rewarded with a gold medal. 
The Kellidar, for his fervices, was continued in the fort, in which 
were left a company of Sepoys, with 12 Europeans and a lieutenant. 
A large detachment of the French army had advanced as farasMa- 
nour,. \vlthin feven miles of Permacoil, and were in motion to throw 
in a confiderable reinforcement of men and ftores, at the very hour 
they heard of the arrival of the Engliffi army at Tondivanum, 011 
which they retreated towards Pondicherry. 

On the 7th, Colonel Coote went from the camp at Tondivanum, 
with the cavalry, black as well as Europeans, and fix companies of 
Sepoys, to difcover near the bounds o<f Pondicherry. The diftance 
to the bound-hedge was 20 miles ; and the Sepoys, after marching 
ten, wanted reft, and were left in the village of Trichimungalum. 

The French troops which had been detached to the relief of Per- 
macoil, had, on their retreat, encamped four miles to the weft of 
the town, and three from the bound- hedge. A large colleftion of 
land-hills, of which the whole together is called the Red-hill, riles 
about half a mile from the fea-lhore, and a mile and half to the north 
of the town : they extend four miles to the weftward, and the laft hill, 
where they ceafe on this fide, is called Perimbe : acrofs from north 
to fouth they extend two miles, and have paflable dales between : 
dire<ftly oppofite to the fide of Perimbe, Hands the Fort of Villenore, 
a ftrong out'-poft, lituated near the north bank of the river of Arian- 
copang, which falls kito the fea about 50.0 yards from the wall of Pon- 
dicherry, and in its courfe from Villenore forms a curve to the fouth.. 
The Red-hill, on the other fide the plain, recedes to the n,.e. from 
Perimbe to its end towards the fra. So that the interval bctweetk 
Villenore and Perimb^ is the narraweft part of the plain between 
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the river and the -Red-hiUj being here fcarcely more than a mile, 
whereas farther back it is* three. The plain as far as the bound- 
hedge was occupied by country houles, enclofures, avenues, and 
arable ground* The market of the French troops was in the village 
under Villenore. Temporary barracks for the European cavalry had 
been raifed on the hill of Peritnbe. Their foot and artillery were 
difperfed in the houfes and enclofures which occupied the fpace 
between. 

Colonel Coote proceeded with the cavalry from Trichimungalum, 
not in the high road which paflkh by Valdore, but acrofs the coun- 
try to the left, and came in about the middle of the Red- hill, and 
paffing through its dales appeared on the outward ridge between Pe- 
rimbe and the bound-hedge. The enemy had gained notice of his 
approach, but not of the force which accompanied him ; and, ima- 
gining that it conlifted of foot as well as horfe, fufpe<Sted likewife that 
the main body of both might be marching to get between them and 
the bound-hedge, and impede their retreat into the limits. In this 
perfuafion, all their infantry got into march with much hurry and 
confufion, to gain the avenue neareft the Red-hill, which, as well 
as another on its right, leads to the bound-hedge : they moved wrth 
all their field-pieces in front, to oppofe the fuppofed danger, which 
if real would have been the greateft : but the European horfe, which 
were 250 in three fquadrons, remained on the hill of Perimbe to ob- 
ferve and protefl their rear. Colonel Coote fufpefted the error which 
occaiioned the diforder he obferved in the infantry, and as fall as- 
his troops came up ordered the European horfe, which were 
only 80, with three Iquadrons of the black, to advance, and keep 
the enemy ^s cavalry in check, whilft be himfelfi with the main 
body, crofledover to the avenue, in which the lalbof their infantry 
were entering ; in whofe rear he hung, having thus feparated. them 
from their cavalry, who, feeing their danger, retreated' before the 
diivilion advancing againft them, to gain the other fide of the ave- 
nue on the right of their infantry,, whofe flanks were already pro- 
tected from the cavalry with Colonel Coote by the ditch on each 
fide. Coloiiel Coote following the infantry, often advanced within 
I 40: 
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1760. 40 yards, to draw their fire; but the grenadiers of Lorrain, who 

— ' formed the^rear-guard, referved it with much difciplihe. At length, 
however, the foremofi: troop of horfe, led by Aflafbeg, a Jemidar 
of great fpirit, broke in upon a platoon, and cut down feven of them ; 
but the next troop drew up their bridles, and were afraid to follow 
the impreffion, which otherwile promifed to break the whole co- 
lumn, which recovered, and continued its way as before, until they 
had pafled the bound-hedge, under the redoubt of Valdore, which 
terminates the avenue along which they were marching, when the 
fire of the redoubt was left free, and Colonel Coote flopped the 
purfuit. In the mean while, the other divifion under the com- 
mand of Captain De Buke, had crofled over to the village of Vil- 
lenore, and routed the market-people there without refiftance, and 
the black horfe with him, joined by more from the main body, 
colle<fted all worth the while they -could carry otF, and drove before 
them all the cattle. The whole aflembled again on the hill of Pe- 
rimbc, where they fet fire to the barracks, and the carriage of an 
eighteen-pounder,, for want of proper bullocks to draw it off. In the 
afternoon, the whole returned toTritchimungalum, intending to reft 
the night there ; but a corporal of the dragoons deferting, they re- 
moved five miles farther back to Manoor ; from hence Colonel Coote 
fent orders to Major Monfon, to march the army from Tondivanum 
againft Alamparvah. 

The next day he tnoved himfelf toTaliaveram, which is five miles 
from Manoor to the N. e. on the road towards Permacoil ; but few 
of the black horfe accompanied him ; they were all difperfed to fe- 
cure or fell the plunder they had got the day before. They, how- 
ever, came back on the 9th, and he proceeded with them from Ta- 
liaveram again to the bound-hedge of Pondiclierry, and obferved very 
nearly, without annoyance. On his return, he went to Conymere, 
where he met Mr. Bufly by appointment, who had been recalled on 
his parole to Madrafs, in order to be fent to Europe, in compliance 
with the earneft importunity of the Nabob, who regarded him 
as fraught with more dangerous refources than all his other ene- 
mies, and faid that if he became free, and commanded, he would 
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protradl the war tent years. On the loth ColoneV Coote came to 
Alamparvah, which. the army had inverted the day before ; but the 
wound he had received at Permacoil was fa much exafperated by 
his late fatigue, that he could not any longer rtir without danger, 
he therefore ordered Colonel Monfon to carry on the liege of Alam- 
parvah,- but rtill continued in the camp. 

The fort of Alamparvah rtands on the fea-lhore, about 20 miles 
EvN. E. of Tondivanum, 15 e. of Permacoil, and 24 to the n. of 
Pondicherry. It formerly belonged to the Nabobs of the province ; 
and was given to Mr. Dupleix by Murzafajing in 1750. It has 
many wells of good water, which is not to be found in all parts 
of the coart fo near the fea. The fort was of rtone, fquare, of mo- 
derate extent, with four round towers at the angles, a parapeted, 
fauflebray, and a wet ditch, but withcMt a glacis. A pettah ex- 
tends along, the rtrand to the north, and fronts within 250 yards of. 
the fort. An eight-inch howitz bombarded ; and a ricochet bat- - 
tery of two guns, to enfilade the north front from the weft, was > 
began in the night, and finiflied before morning ; during which, a . 
ferjeant of pioneers and a Sepoy we e killed. In the enfuing night, . 
another battery of three eighteen-pounders was finirticd in the pet- ■ 
tah, to batter the tower in the weft angle of the north fitce ; and , 
the lofs during thefe 24 hours, was Lieutenant Angus, of Coote’s . 
regiment, and a grenadier killed. Both batteries opened together at 
day-light on the 12th, and in three hours difinoUnted moft of the 
guns, and ruined the whole line of defence and in the afternoon , 
the Chevalier Viart, who commanded, furrendered at diferetion. , 
The garrifon, befides . himlelf, a Lieutenant, and a furgeon, were 
56 Europeans, and 150' Sepoys. During the attack,, three of 
their Europeans had been killed, and twelve wounded* . There were 
in the fort 20 pieces of cannon,, a howitz,. and abundance of am- 
munition. 

The. feafon was now advancing, when the French fquadron might 
be expefled from the iflands. The lofs of Alamparvah deprived them 
of the only ftation under their command to the northward, and Ka- - 
sical remained the only one they had to the fouthward of Por.di- 
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cherry ; but the importarrce of Karical rofe with the leafon, aird the 
encreafing diftrefles of the capital ; for becoming, with the change 
of the monfoon, the windward ftation, all their vefiels arriving on 
the coaft might get their firft intelligence here, and, if the road 
•were not occupied by a fuperior force, were always fure of water, 
and frefh provifions from the fort, which the foreign fettlements of 
Negapatam and Traiiquebar might, or might not fupply. The 
grain of the diftrifls, which was confiderable, was gathered, and, 
with what might be purchafed in the plentiful country of Tanjore, 
would become a great refource to Pondicherry, continually lofing it$ 
own diftrifls by the fucceflcs of the army ; for it might be con- 
veyed from Karical in the boats of the country, which, favoured by 
the wind and current, would almoft make the palfage in a night, 
and with little rifque, even if difcovered and purfued, as they can 
keep clofe to the furf, in Ihallow foundings, and along the fliore 
fwell of the fea, where veffels of European conftruftion feldorh 
chufe to venture. The French government already repented of the 
lofs of fuch another pofleffion in Devicotah, although not com- 
manding equal advantages ; and had made a ftrong attempt to re- 
cover it. On the 24th of February, a detachment from Chilam- 
brum of 30 troopers, 40 European infantry, and 400 Sepoys, with 
two field-pieces, inverted the fort. On the 27th, they were joined 
by 80 Europeans and Coffrees from Pondicherry, when the whole in- 
trenched themfolves within 200 yards of the w'alls. The breaches 
which their garrifbn had made when they abandoned it, were not 
completely repaired; and on the 29th in the morning, the enemy made 
an aflault on that which was mort praflicable ; the fire larted an hour, 
when they were repulfed, with the lofs, as the feijeant fuppofed, of 
two officers, and 20 of their Europeans and Coffrees, and more of 
their Sepoys killed and wounded. They, however, during their ftay, 
and on their retreat, fent and carried away a confiderable quantity of 
grain, which had jurt been got up from the harveft of the dirtri<rts. 

The Prefidency of Madrafs now became anxious to get pofleffion 
of Karical, before the French fquadron fliould arrive on the coart; 
but, as it was intended that the army Ihould as loon as poffi- 
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ble encamp near Pondicherry, in order to intercept all convoys of 
provifions from the adjacent country, a body of troops fufficient for 
the attack of Karical could not be fpared from the camp, without 
fruftrating the other intention. Admiral Cornilh contributed to al- 
leviate part of the difficulty, by offering to proceed with all the 
men of war which had arrived with him, and to land their marines, 
which were about 300 ; the Prefidency provided for the reft. All the 
artillery and ftores for the fiege, with the Chief Engineer, Mr. Call, 
and a few gunners, were to be fent in the (hips from Madrafs. Co- 
lonel Monfon, who was to command, was to embark from Alam- 
parvah, with the company of pioneers, which confifted of 50 choice 
Europeans, and with Captain Barker to direct the artillery. Captain 
Jofeph Smith, who was efcorting the Nabob from Tritchinopoly, 
was ordered to reinforce his detaK^hment from this garrifou to the 
ftrength of 1000 Sepoys, 100 European firelocks, 40 artillery-men, 
and fix field-pieces ; with this force, he was to march away from 
wherever he might be, with all expedition ; and either inveft or lay 
before Karical, as circumftances permitted, until the arrival of the 
fhips. Captain Richard Smith, appointed to command in Tritchi*' 
nopoly after the departure of Jofeph, was to lend from thence, 
through the country of Tanjore, Lafears for the lervice of the artil- 
lery, 500 Coolies to pull and carry burthens, tents, doolies for the 
fick and wounded, and cattle tor provifions to the fquadron as well 
as the troops on Ihore. The king of Tanjore was requefted to fend 
his troops, and every kind of ailiftance. 

The Nabob, notwithftanding his eagernefs to appear at the head 
of an army in the Carnatic immediately after the viflory of Vandi* 
valh, was not ready to move from Tritchinopoly until the 18th of 
March, 40 days after he had received intelligence of that fuccefs, 
and a month after the French had abandoned the pagodas of Sering- 
ham. Befides the detachment from the garrifon of Tritchinopoly, 
he was accompanied by 1000 horfe, 1000 Sepoys, and a greater 
number of various forts of good-for-nothing infantry, entertained by 
himfelf. They arrived at Volcoiidah on the 20th, from whence he 
was felicitous to proceed towards Arcot; but Capl/ain Jofeph Smith, 
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which could be recovered ; but the lofs of the provllions was by f^. ^ISo. 
the greateft detriment to the enemy. ' ‘ , -’I h . 

Major Monfon, with the pioneers and their equipn^ents, embaraedd 
in the Falmouth from Alamparvah on the 25th ; they aiicliored in,' 
the road of Karical at day-break on the 28th, when the Captain of 
the Falmouth, Mathifon, went in his boat with Major Monlo;i to 
reconnoitre the fhore. They difeovered no ligns, either of the peo- 
ple expefted from Richard Smith at Tritchinopoly, or the detach- 
ment with Captain Jofeph ; whofe inftrucllons had not reached them 
in time to be as yet fulfilled. At eight o’clock, the fquadron, which 
had likewlfe failed from Madrafs on the 25th, appeared. Major 
Monfon went on board Mr. Cornilh’s fhip, and it was agreed, not- 
withRandlng they were entirely ignorant of the place, and dil'ap- 
pointed of the troops they expelled to meet, to make the landing 
immediately. Fifteen maffoolas accompanied the Ihips ; they took in 
1 70 of the troops, befides the Macoas, who are the black fellows that 
row them ; thefe form(;d tbe firft divifion, and were towed to the 
furfby the yawls and pinnaces of the fhips, which, befides their 
rowers, took as many foldiers as they could carry, who formed the 
fecond divifion : all thefe fleered for the fliore, five miles to tlie north 
of the fort. The third divifion of the troops embarked in the long- 
boats, which were rigged with fails, and proceeded dole to the furf, 
oppofitc to the fort, and the mouth of a river which leads to it, 
where they were to appear as if Intending to land by pulhing over 
the bar of the river, which was not impraflicablc. 

A fmall fnow and a floop, which drew little water, and mounted 
guns, anchored as clofe as they could oppofite to a village half-way 
between the real landing and the long-boats. As foon as the yawls 
and pinnaces reached the furf, they dropped their graplings, and calf 
olF the maflbolas, which immediately rowed afliore, and landed the 
troops in them ; then returned, and landed the fecond divifion out 
of the other boats, when a fignal was flung out, on which the 
long-boats came down, laillng fafl: with the wind and .current, and 
tlie troops in them were likewife landed all together by the maflbolas ; 
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1760, the whole without the appearance of any oppofitjon intended by 
" March. ^ garrifon. As foon as all were on (here, they advanced to the 

village oppolite to which the two fmall vefl'els were at aoehor, and 
received by catamarans two four-pounders, which belonged tp the 
floop, and were mounted on Ihip-carriages ; for the reliance on the 
field-pieces expected with Jofeph Smith had prevented any from be-r 
ing embarked at Madrafs. They paffed the night in tho village 
without alarm ; and early in the morning moved on to take poflef- 
fion of the pettah of Karical, which lay on the north fide of the 
fort. It was a fpacious town, feparated from the fort by an efpla- 
nade of 100 yards ; regular works had been traced round the other 
three fides, which on the weft had been raifed to four feet above the 
ground, but the baftion in the north-weft angle was conapleted, and 
converted into a clofed redoubt, which mounted nine guns, and had 
a good ditch all round, and a draw-bridge ; it was called Fort Dau- 
phin : the reft of the north line was open, as was the fide to the 
caft. The troops advancing from the nort;Ji» without a guide or 
intelligence, fell under fire of Fort Dauphin, by which two men 
were killed, and two wounded, before the whole line got under 
fhelter of the buildings in the pettah ; which they entered without 
meeting any interruption in the ftreets. They took poft in the 
church -yard, which lay about 200 yards from the eaft fide of the 
pettah, and about the fame diftance from the line of houles front- 
ing the fort. They found about them plenty of provilions, as well 
in the houfes of the natives, as of the French inhabitants. 

The fort of Karical ftands 300 yards from the fea-fhore : a river 
coming from the weft ftrikes when oppofite to the weft fide of the 
fort in a curve to the fouth, which continues until oppofite to the 
eaft fide at the diftance of 500 yards, when the channel turning 
again direftly to the eaft, in a 100 yards more difembogues into 
the fea. The fort was an oblong fquare, completely fortified, but 
had the greateft of defe<fts, the want of fpace : for its internal area, 
cxclufive of the four baftions, was no more than 100 yards from w. 
to E. and only 50 from n. to s. The baftions admitted only three 
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guns in their faces, but each of the four curtains was covered by a 
raveliiv much more fpacious than the baAions, and mounting fix. A 
wet ditch ran between the three curtains to the n. w. and s. and their 
ravelins ; but on the eaft face the ditch furrounded the ravelin like- 
wile, and dry ground occupied the fpace between the rear of this 
ravelin and the eaft curtain, continuing round the two baftions in 
an excellent fauflebray, from the interior angles of which the ravelin 
projected. A covered way well paliladed, and a complete glacis, lur- 
rounded the whole, neverthelefs the exterior extent, meafuring acrofs 
from the foot of the glacis, was in the longeft diredion, • that from 
£. to w. not more than 200 yards ; and the pettah outftretched this 
face 200 yards on either hand. The garrlfon had lately deftroyed 
the line of buildings in the pettah, which (kirted the efplanade, 
and had been fuffered to rife within 60 yar^s of the foot of the 
glacis ; but this demolition added only a Ipace of 40' yards to the 
efplanade, and that not clear ; for the rubbilh not beings yet re- 
moved ftill afforded fome (belter. * 

As fpon as the Englilh troops had taken pofleflion. of the pettah, 
Mr. Call, with the pioneers, marched, and took pofleflion of a fa- 
lutlng-battery, which lay near the mouth of the river, where was 
likewife the flag-ftaff for the road. The fort fired fiercely as they 
were pafling, but did no harm ; and in the night the pioneers be- 
gan to conftruil a battery near the river on the efplanade, which 
was clear quite up to where the river changes from the curve it has 
made, and ftrikes (freight to the fea : they were not interrupted in 
their work ; neither did the troops in the pettah receive any alarm 
from the garrifon. The next evening a ten-inch mortar was landed, 
and at ten at night began to bombard Fort Dauphin. The range 
was exactly gained at the firft (hell, and only thirteen were fired 
before the guard, confiding of 50 men, abandoned rt ; and, know- 
ing ways of which the EnglKh troops were not apprized, gained the 
fort without interruption. About the fame time twelve gunners 
font from Pondichery, who had landed at Tranquebar, got into the 
fort, notwithftanding a company of marines were looking out for 

theoi, who kept too far from the fea-(hore, whilft the gunners tra- 
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veiled along the beach until they came to the river, when they con- 
'tinued under tlie bank unperceived by the pioneers employed in con- 
ftruftihg the battery. 

The cover afforded by the pettah determined the attack to he 
• carried on agalnlf the north free of the fort ; and the greater extent 
of the efplaiunde to the eafi, which is 500 yards (whereas to the 
well; it is interrupted by the curve of the river at 300) gave the pre- 
ference of the enfilade from the eaff, which of confequence deter- 
mined the breach to be in the north-eafl baftion, and on its north 
face. Accordingly, three batteries were marked out in the pettah, 
one to breach, and one on each hand to take off the defences ; in 
the battery to the eaif, two of the guns enfiladed the north line 
in its whole length, and the other two plunged into the oppolite 
ravelin, and acrofs into tlie ravelin on the fouth : fo that every part 
■ of the fort would be laid under fire. Sailors were landed with the 
heavy artillery from the fhips, and affifted in drawing them, and in 
the other fervices ufually allotted to bullocks and coolies ; for all the 
neighbouring villages were deierted, and lupplied neither man nor 
hcafl: ; and no tidings arrived of the Captain Jidcph Smith’s detach- 
ment, nor of the afliffance expeiffed from the garrifon of IVifcIii- 
nopoly; and the king of Tanjore avoided all correfpondence with the 
armament. 

Captain Jofeph Smith received the orders of the prefdency on the 
25th, the day he was fetting out with the Nabob from Volcondah, 
againfl; Thlagar ; he immediately turned his march to Kancal ; and 
the Nabob, unwilling to remain with only his own troops in the 
middle of the Carnatic, determined to march with the detachment. 
The nearefl: road leading from Volcondah towards Karical falls upon 
the Coleroon, 30 miles n. n. w. of the city of Tanjore. Having 
crolfed the river, which is there Ipacious, you continue to Comba- 
conum, which Ifands fiv^e miles farther, on the bank of the firft arm 
of the Caveri ; and beyond this is another arm to crofs, before you 
join the road leading call to the fea-fhore : much of the groiind 
between the rivers is funk in marfhes, and the better ground is over- 
flowed in rice-fields, without any continued road, w'hich greatly re- 
2 tard 
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tard the paflage of carriages ; and the way between Volcondah and 
Karical being i ao miles, the march can fcarcely be performed in 
lefs than ten days ; but Captain Smith Iiad received his orders to 
advance only four • days before the armament anchored at Karical, 
wliofc ignorance of the impoffibility of his appearance aggravated 
their anxiety concerning the arrival of the French. fquadron, which 
intelligence, artfully inculcated from Pondicherry, led them toexpefl 
from day to day when all the marines and . failors muft have been 
rcimbarked, and Major Monfoa would have been left with only 
6o Europeans, and without a licld-piece. 

ilowevcr, thefe apprehenfions only encreafed their a^ivity in 
pulhing the attack. The ten-inch mortar, which had been employed 
.igainfl Fort Dauphin, was removed on the 3ifl, and threw fliells 
all night. The garrifon returned round and grape^trom their cannon, 
and even ufed their mulketry, although alt they fired at was under 
cover, or out of reach ; this early profulioii of ammunition is rarely 
followed by vigorous defence at extremity. In the morning of the 
ill of Api'il the two embrafures on the right of the enfilading bat- 
tery to the eafl were opened. The paflage into the covered way lay 
oppofite to this battery, leading through the glacis on the left face 
of its angle projei^ling to the eafl, and the garrilon had lain a row 
of wood and palmiras in front of the barrier gate, w hich clofed this 
paflage at the foot of the glacis, in order to conftruel: a battery tlicre 
with thele materials. The ten-inch mortar lomctimcs threw carcafles 
of fire-balls to fet them afire, but without eflcifl ; and two royals, of 
which the fhells are 5 Inches and 5 twelfths diameter, continually 
bombarded the fort. In the morning of the 2d, the other two 
embrafures were opened in the enfilading battery. At ten o’clock, 
arrived Captain Richard Smith from I'ritchimipoly with l.ai'cars, 
oxen, coolies, and flores ; and the Nabob came up hkewile w'lth 1000 
horfe and fix companies of Sepovs, whom Captain Jolcph Smith had 
fent forward, as the rains and the badnefs of the roads retarded fin 
carriages and baggage of his detachment, with w hleh he remaiiKd to 
bring them on. This relntorcement afforded troops lufficlcnt to 
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invert the fort all round. In this day the enemy’s fire was ex- 
ceffive, and difmounted one of the guns at the enfilading battery, 
and endamaged all its embrafures ; but all were reftored during the 
night, and the fame number of guns began to fire again the next 
mornings which was the 3d of the month. At eight o’clock of 
this day, Captain Jofeph Smith came up with the reft of his detach- 
ment, which were 130 European mulketry, thirty artillery-men, two 
field-pieces, and five companies of Sepoys. The enemy during the 
night finiftied two embrafures in one face of their battery at the 
barrier, which pointed againft the enfilading battery ; and traces ap- 
peared of another face to the north, which Teemed intended to fcowr 
the oppofite ftreet of the pettah, acrofs which the attack had thrown 
up a flight retrenchment. 

Early the next morning, the breaching battery in the centre 
ftreet opened with three twenty-four pounders againft the n. face 
of the N.E. baftion, at the diftance of 150 yards, and was lb well 
ferved by Captain Barker, who attended it, that in three rounds 
the enemy quitted the three guns in the face attacked, a’nd in lefs 
than an hour all the merlons were beat down ; the other face had 
before been much (battered by the enfilading battery, which had 
likewife nearly ruined the north face of the eaft ravelin : fo that 
neither of the batteries had occafion to fire more than a (hot now and 
then through the reft of the day. Sepoys were ported in the ruins 
of the houfes, who kept up a conftant fire through the night on the 
baftion and ravelin, to prevent the enemy from placing fand-bags 
to repair them. By the next morning, which was the 5th of the 
month, and the loth fince the landing, a battery, intended todeftroy 
the eaft face of the north ravelin, was almoft completed, and the 
other againft the n.w. baftion quite fini(hed ; but the guns for 
neither were yet landed from the (hips. Intelligence was received^ 
that a detachment of 450 infantry, and 1 50 European horfe, were 
arrived at Chillambarum from Pondicherry, intending to advance and 
interrupt the fiege. The breach, though broad, could not be mounted 
without clambering, and the immediate accefs to it was ftill de- 
fended by the ditch, to which the befiegers had not yet approached, 
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and by tlie parapet of the faufle-bray, which remained undamaged : 
but the gate of the barrier' leading through the glacis to the eaft 
ravelin, had been beaten down by ricochet (hot flying over the bat- 
tery, which the enemy had raifed before it.. The bafcul, or carpentry, 
which raifed and let down the draw-bridge before the n. e. face of 
the eaft ravelin, had likewife been fliot away, and the bridge lalleii 
into its place, and the gafrrifon had not yet deftroyed it to Interrupt 
the paflage, which thus remained clear to the ravelin. The gateway 
leading through the curtain into the fort was at the back of this 
ravelin ; and the fame fire had deftroyed the gates which clofed it, 
nor had any thing been fubftituted to ftop the paflage ; fo that; if 
the ftorm had been immediately and defperately attempted this way, 
the enemy had nothing to oppofe it, but the arms in their hands. 
All thefe circumftances Major Monfon did not know ; but the com- 
mandant of the fort feared, and anfwercd the I'unvnons by requefting 
to march away with the honours of war : to which Monlbn re- 
plied, that the whole garrifon muft become prifoners of war ; but 
that the inhabitants ftiould be left In pofleflion of their houfes in the 
pettah, the officers have their baggage, and the Sepoys might go . 
where they pleafed.. The terms were accepted ; and the Englilh 
troops marched in at two in the afternoon. The garrifon confifted. 
of 1 1 5 Europeans, of whom loi were military, 72 Topafles, and; 
250 Sepoys. Bfefides fmaller arms and ftores, tliere were in the 
place 155 pieces of cannon of all forts, and nine mortars, with a 
large ftock of ammunition for both. Only five men were killed in 
the defence, and In, the attack only three Europeans, one of whom 
was a failor, and five wounded. Never perhaps was fo great an . 
armament prepared, to fucceed with lb little lofs, excepting when 
Delabourdonnais took Madirafs in 1 746. 

Neverthelefs, tlie capture v/as well worth the exertion : as befides 
the advantages of its fituation with refpedt to the fea, it afforded 
the French a conftant and certain inlet to the territories of Tanjore, , 
and by various , purchafes and ceflions from the government they 
had acquired diftriifts round the fort, containing *113 villages, of, 
which the farnas, with the cuftoms of the port and town, never 
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pivxUicod Kis than 30,000 pagock? a year, Tuffident for the expence 
of the gnrrll'on. As the fort was too fmall, all the European inha- 
bitants had their houles in the pettah, which were well bnilr, a» 
were many of thofc belonging to the natives, and room was left and 
marked for more to both. The Nabob derived ito advantage by this 
lucctis, beyond the detriment it occafioncd to his enemies ; for a . 
mcml)cr of the council of Madrafs had been fent in the fquadron, to 
ircgotiatc with Tanjore for th® redemption of the diftrlifts. 

I'hc ablcncc of Colonel Cootc and Major Monfon had left the 
main army to the command of Major Robert Gordorr, who moved 
Vvith it from Alamparvah on the 28th of March, and ort the ifl: of 
April encamped at Killenore, from wlience he fent forward a detach- 
ment of obl'crvation , to take poft at Manoor, within five miles of 
Valdorc. The fweep of Country to the weflvvard of Killenore ns 
far as Villaporum, .which lies 20 miles due weft of Pondicherry, 
abounds in cattle, and is as fertile as any part of the Carnatic, and 
remained at this time, as the French territory became every day 
more clrcumfcribed, their laft rcfourcc for proviiions. All the coun- 
tries, which had been reduced to the fouth of Chittapett and Vandi- 
vafh as far as Permacoil, bad been let by the Prefidency of Madrafs 
to a Malabar, named Ramalinga, who accompanied the army ready 
to rent more, and kept feveral companies of irregular Sepoys with 
him, to place as guards in new diftrids, as reduced. By his advice. 
Major Gordon refolved to fend a detachment againft Villaporum. 
The diftance was 35 miles, and the way lay between the garrifon 
of Gingce on one hand, and of Valdore on the other. The detach- 
ment coiiliftcd of 200 black horfe, and five companies of Sepoys, 
under the command of captain Wood, and the renter accompanied 
with his people. They marched from Killenore on the 3d of April, 
a little after fun-fet, and, pafting through Vicravandi,- captain Wood, 
with the horl'c, arrived before Villaporum at ten the next morning, 
but the Sepoys did not come up until two in the afternoon. The 
beft: intelligence that could be obtained, reported, that there were 
300 Sepoys and 400 horfe in the place ; and at fix, as fooii as the 
Sepoys were refreflrcd, Wood led them to the attack, which could 

only 
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pnl)5jjbs made by fcrambliiig up the wall, as they had no ladders. 
Eight or ten got up to the parapet, but three or four mounting at 
the fame time were killed, which deterred thofe who were next fronr 
following, and flung the whole into confufioii, on which the enemy 
fallied, but the horfe rode, in between, and drove them back. The 
Sepoys rallied again in the pettah, and were preparing ladders to 
efcalade before day-break ; but at eight o’clock at night the garrifon 
abandoned the fort. Captain Wood placed three of the regular 
companies of Sepoys, and 200 of the renters, to garrifon it, under 
the command of anEnlign ; and at ten at night fet out on his return 
with the cavalry and the other company of Sepoys. They arrived 
at one in the morning at Vicrivandi, where he left this company, 
and, proceeding, rejoined the camp a little after fun-rife with the 
cavalry, which accompliflied this march jpf 60 miles in 36 hours. 

Since the retreat of the I'rcnch army, their countries to the w^eft- 
ward of Villaporum and Glngee, and the forts intended to protect 
them, had, like this, been left to the defence of fuch troops as the 
renters chofe to levy and maintain ; and in the end of March, 
Captain Alrey, who commanded In Chittapett, and from thence over 
Trinomaly, fent a detachment of Sepoys to enable the garrifon there 
to take the field, which in a few days drove the guards out of 
Soolabgur, Tricalour, and Trlvaneloor: thefe three forts had been 
taken pofleffion of by Mahomed Iflbof and Kiflnarow of Thlagar, 
whilfl: they were ravaging the countries adjacent to them during 
the fiege of Madi'afs. Soolabgur is lituated on a hill 15 nules s.s.w'. 
and Tricolour on the plain 20 miles s. of Trinomaly : Trivelanoor 
flands 10 miles s. e. of Tricaloor, and 20 s. w. of Villaporum. The 
French garrilcdi of Gingee on the one lide, and of Thiagnr oiv the 
other, were the neareft to protc( 5 l thefe lefler forts ; but both w^erc 
too much alarmed for their own fafety, to rilk any detachment j, 
abroad: the one by th«e Nabob’s camp then at Volcoudaii, the other, 
by the Englifli army at Killcnore. Killnarow, after rlic lefs of 
Thiagar in the preceding month of June, ha<.l rermuned with the 
Nabob at Trltchinopoly, and, after the victory of Vandivafh, obtained 
his permlflxon to. a£l as a frcc-booter in the French dihiidls, and,, 
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having plunder to oflcr, eaiily enlifted a number of horle, \yith- 
which he accompanied the Nabob to Volcondah, and from thence 
trooped av/ay to the country about Chlhimbarurn, where they were 
carrying on all kind of ravage, at the time that Captain Wood 
marched and took Villaperum. 

Colonel Coote recovered of his wound, rejoined the army at KiHe- 
norc on tlie etb. ; and the next day, after reconnoitring Valdorc, fent 
off 350 of the black horfe, to join Kilfnarow in the country about Chi- 
lambarum ; ib that a chain of troops, or polls, was now eftablilhed, 
which encircled Pondicherry in a fweep of 70 miles, from that place 
to Allamparvah. On the loth, a large number of Sepoys were feen 
marching into Valdore from the Gingee road : they were what remain- 
ed of the body commanded by Zulphacarjung, who, when driven out 
of the pettah of Arcot by captain Wood, continued, until this fort 
was taken, at the back of Vclore, encouraged for fear of accidents by 
Mortizally. From Velore he marched to Gingee ; and Mr. Lally, 
yielding to the reprefentation of Mr. Deleyrif, and the general dif- 
couragement, rcprelVcd his prejudices againft thefe troops, and re- 
called them to abh again with the European force. Zulpharcarjung 
left a part of his Sepoys to reinforce Valdore, and marched on with 
the reft into Pondicherry. 

The next day Colonel Coote advanced the army to Manoor, and 
fent forward Major Robert Gordon, with a large detachment, to 
take pofleftion of the pettah under the fort of Valdore ; the day 
after, which was the 12th, he brought up the reft of the army, and 
encamped at Cartaricopum, a village about a mile to the eaft, nearer 
Pondicherry. In the night, two batteries were commenced, and 
ftiells thrown, which the garrifbn anfwered by ftiot, and both were 
employed without mifehief. The next day all the cavalry, not on 
duty, were detached, under the command of a Lieutenant, to re- 
connoitre : and proceeded to the hither end of the Red-hill. The 
French cavalry with fome platoons of infantry advanced towards 
them, and made fome evolutions as intending to fall on their flanks, 
which the Englilh cavalry prevented by contrary motions, and re- 
turned 
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turned to camp. They had perceived at a dlftance a large cloud of 
dulh, as of troops with cannon, advancing from Pondicherry. 

The fort of Valdore ftands nine miles n. n.vv. of PoiiJicheny. 
Its form is an exaiSl parallelogram, fquaring with the coinpals; and 
extending 300 yards from e. to \v. and 210 from n. to s. It is fitu- 
ated in a plain, and its original fortifications, like the generality of 
the forts in the country, were a rampart with towers, a faulle-bray, 
and a ditch. Mr. Dupleix, had railed a glacis on the north-fidc, 
and had converted the center tower on this lide, and that in the s. w. 
angle, into baft ions with faces and flanks ; but the pettah, which 
is to the weft, remained within 1 50 yards of the wall ; fo that the 
vicinity of Pondicherry was its beft defence. In the morning of the 
14th, one of the batteries opened; it fronted and battered the tower 
in the north-weft angle with one gun, ahd with the other took oft' 
the defences of the next tower in the weft wall. 

The dull feen the day before was from a body of troops marching 
to encamp under Villenore. The Intelligence of the prefent day faid 
they were the whole army, and that Mr. Lally intended to attack 
the Englilh camp by furprize in the enluing night, which deter- 
mined Colonel Coote to reconnoitre them himfelf when the fun 
abated in the afternoon. All the cavalry in two divilions, each ac- 
companied by five companies of Sepoys, marched with him. When 
arrived at the Red-hill, oppofite to Villejiore, he proceeded along 
the foot of it with one of the divifions, and fent the other atcrofs 
the plain, to examine the enemy’s out-pofts on that fide, whilft his 
own divifion came oppofite to a body of Europeans, with two field- 
pieces drawn up in the high road neareft the hill, leading to the 
bound-hedge. They cannonaded, but at too great a diftance ; and 
Colonel Coote continued under the lide of the hill until dark, in 
order to perfuade the enemy that he intended to patrole the field all 
night ; but returned foon after to the camp. Five or fix Sepoys 
and a horfe were killed in this fervice. In the fiege, one of the guns 
in the battery was ruined by the fire of the fort. Shells continued 
through the night, and the next morning, which w^as the 15th, tlic 
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other battery was completed and opened. It faced the fewer in the 
s. w. angle, and the hre from both continued through the day as 
hot as it could be fafely kept up. The whole of the French troops 
had afl’embled at Villenore during the night, and puflied on ad- 
vanced ports, which, in the morning, began to Ikirmirti with thofe 
of the camp ; where all, excepting the men at the batteries, were 
kept in readinefs to turn out the line, but the enemy’s main body 
did not advance. Intelligence was repeated of their intentions to 
attack the camp this night, as the night before : on which Colonel 
Coote ftruck all the tents at funfet, as if he meant to. change his 
ground, but pitched them again in the fame place after dark ; but 
half the troops lay on their arms until day-light. The howitz con- 
tinued through the night, and in the morning the batteries, which 
had been much impaired, renewed their fire as violently as the day 
before. The fkirmifhes likewife recommenced between the out- 
guards of both armies. At two in the afternoon, both breaches ap-. 
peared pradlcable ; and a deferter, who at this hour efcaped from the 
fort, reported, that the garrifon had nearly expended all their am- 
munition, and were inclined, if not immediately relieved, to fur- 
render ; on which Colonel Coote ordered Major Gordon, who com- 
manded the attack, to fummons the commandant at four o’clock, at 
which hour he fhould proceed hlmfelf with tlie main body from the 
camp, and offer battle to the enemy’s ; which if they avoided, and 
the garrifon refufed to furrender. Major Gordon was to rtorm the 
breaches, and Colonel Coote would fend aflirtance ; but, if the 
enemy’s army came to an engagement, Gordon was to march from 
the batteries with his divifion, and form the third line in the order 
of battle. Accordingly the main body advanced a mile and a half 
from the camp, and halted in fight of the enemy, who only fent 
forward their European cavalry and fome Sepoys, which were met by 
parties of the Engllfh cavalry, European and black, fupported likewi^ 
by Sepoys, and fome were wounded on both fides by fire-arms, but no 
charges made hand to hand. At fix o’clock. Colonel Coote received 
word, that the garrifon of Valdore had confented to furrender without 
terms the next morning, and had given up the outer gate, on which 

he 
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he returned with the line to the camp. The garrilon confifted of a 
captain, a lieutenant, 8o other Europeans, and 280 Sepoys ; they 
had loft only two men killed, and three wounded ; and the Englifli 
not more. There were in the fort 25 pieces of cannon, and I'oine 
paddy. Colonel Coote, as foon as he had taken pofleilion, detached 
200 of the black horfe, with ^oo Sepoys, under the command of 
Aflafbeg, to take Trivadi, in which were fbine Sepoys that pro- 
teded the diftridl, and gathered the produce for the French govern- 
ment. 

Of the French prifoners which had been taken in the late fuccefles, 
the Prefidency of Madrafs had inlifted 60 of thofe confined there, 
and fent them to the camp. Thefe men, as foon as they came 
before Valdore, fo near their own army and their capital, deferted 
daily, and 40 of them were gone before^ the place was reduced ; 
fome of the company of French Volunteers likewife went off, al- 
though they had hitherto behaved with as much fpirit as if fighting 
under, inftead of againft, their own colours. But as foon as Valdore 
fell, new deierters began to come over from the enemy, three, four, 
and five in a day : neverthelefs all that remained of thofe lent from 
Madrafs were returned thither to be confined again, for the perfidy 
of their comrades. 

On the 19th, Colonel Coote went out again in the afternoon, 
with the cavalry, and fix companies of Sepoys, to reconnoitre on 
the Red-hill ; tlie French cavalry, fupported likewife by Ibme Se- 
poys, came out, and advanced along the neareft avenue, but only 
the Sepoys on either fide engaged, and that with diftant firing, until 
four fieki-pieccs came up from VlUenore, on which Ca)lonel Coote 
returned to the camp. IVo of his black liorfemcn were killed, and 
the horfe of a trooper, with five Sepoys, wounded. 

During thefe operations of the inalti army, Colonel Monfon was 
advancing with his divifioii from Karical. The French prifoners 
taken there were fent to Tritchiuopoly , under the efcort of two 
companies of Sepoys, and of 60 of the Europeans, wlio had been 
drawn from that garrilon on this fervict ; two other of thefe com- 
panies, and two lent by the Nabob, with 12 Europeans, were left 
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in Karical. Captain Jofeph Smith, with the reft of his command 
from Tritchiiwpoly, of which 30 were artillery men, remained, as 
did half the marines from the fquadron ; the other half, with all 
the battering artillery, were re-embarked. The Nabob with his 
troops, likcwife accompanied Major Monfon. They moved on the 
loth of April, and continued by the road along the fea-ftiore, until 
they came to the mouths of the Coleroon near Devicotah, when they 
ftruck to the weft, and pafled the river in its fingle channel, oppo- 
fite to the pagoda of Chilambarum. At the paffage, they were 
joined by Klftnarow, with his party of horfe, who a few days be- 
fore had intercepted two companies of Sepoys, efcorting three tum- 
brils of ammunition to Chilambarum, which he took, having killed 
and difperfed all the Sepoys, and gathered up their arms. Major 
Monfon fummoncd this place on the 19th; and on refufal, two 
eighteen-pounders were dlfembarked from the fquadron, which was 
at anchor off the bar of Devicotah. They were brought on cata- 
marans up the Coleroon, and joined the camp the next day. The 
flender walls of the pagoda would not have refifted a fingie Ihot, 
and, although the French had projefted redoubts at the four angles, 
and one in the middle of the north, and another of the Ibuth wall ; 
thefe works had only been carried up a little way in earth, and 
could only lerve for cannon fired in barbette ; fcaffoldings had been 
eretfted for mufketry, and there was a gun in each of the towers at 
the angles. In the twilight of the evening, the garrifon perqeived 
tlie artillery-men of the camp bringing fafcines to the fpot where 
the battery was intended, and miftook the fafcines for fcallng-lad- 
ders ; on which the officers held a confultation, which did not rc- 
folve until midnight ; when the camp, to their great furprize, faw 
a number of torches held out together upon the wall, and difcovered 
amongft them a white flag, which the torches were illuminating. 
The fignal of furrcnder was accepted ; fome troops advanced to the 
gate, and were admitted on the promife of good treatment to the 
garrifon ; which confifted of eight officers, and 40 other Europeans. 
The next day, the marines were fent to Devicotah, to be re-embarked 
on the fquadron ; and Klftnarow, with his horfe, was detached to 
I 
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deftroy the French diftri£ls about Cuddalore. This way lay the 
neareft road to Valdore ; but Major Monfon, imagining that Mr. 
Tally might poll a fotce at Cuddalore to interrupt the march of his 
ovVn,. which was not ftrong in Europeans, if they fhould take tliis 
route ; and, being unwilling to expofe the perfon of the Nabob to 
any danger, relblved to turn inland, and attack Verdachelum ; from 
whence he might proceed to Valdore, keeping the main body of the 
army between his own divifion and Pondicherry. 

The enemy kept only Sepoys in their ftation at Trivadi, who 
abandoned it on the approach of Afl'afbeg’s detachment, although 
they came without cannon. Encouraged by this eafy fuccefs, Afliifbeg 
proceeded towards Cuddalore, where the fame panic had prevailed, 
and no troops remained to oppofe his entrance; but the town was 
not entirely deferted by the inhabitants. This ftation was of 
much utility, as the road was in light, and at this feafon to wind- 
ward of Pondicherry : two companies of Sepoys were pofted in 
the town ; the houfes of the factory were prepared to ferve as an hof- 
pital to the fquadron ; bullocks were fent off to fupply the Ihips with 
frelh provifions ; and the tew boatmen remaining in the town re- 
ceived encouragement to col left more of their own craft from dif- 
ferent parts of the coaft. On the 2 5tji Rear-admiral Cornilla an- 
chored in the road, with the fix men of war from Karical, and on 
the 2yth was joined by Admiral Stevens, with four more from Bom- 
bay : they were part of tlie nine, which compofed Mr. Pococke’s 
fepradron in the jireceding year, two of which were arrived before 
with Mr. Cornifh. Of the three others, ,the Salifbury was not com- 
jdctely repaired, aod the Cumberland had not entered the dock 
when Air. Stevens fuled ; tiie Yarmouth remained, in confe- 
quence of orders from the admiralty, to convey Mr. Pocockc to 
England, from whence he had been ablent tivc' yv^ars. ^All the }>re- 
iidcncies followed him with the moft grateful acknowledgements of 
the cmlitcnt ffrvices lie had rendered the nation during his conti- 
nuance and command in the feas of India, wlilch he completed, by 
elcoiting fafely from St. Helena, in the heat of the war, 13 fall of the 
company’s Ihips rxtui-nlng from their lettlcmcnts, which arrived in 
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England in the Oftober following, and were the richcfl fleet that 
had ever entered the Thames at one time. 

The two armies had continued in their refpe£l:ive encampments, 
their advanced guards in full light, and continually alarming one 
.another; and on the 27th at day-break, the French cavalry, with 
50 of their Infantry, attacked a poll of Sepoys and black horle, 
killed fix or feven of each, and wounded more ; and loft themlelves 
two hulfars killed, and their officer, with feveral wounded. 

Nothing of confequence palled for feveral days after, and in the 
night between the firft and fecond of May, the whole French army 
decamped from Perimbe, and retreated clofe to the bound-hedge, 
leaving only an advanced poll with two guns about half a mile in 
front of the main body. Colonel Coote went in the afternoon, 
with his ufual efcoite of horfe and Sepoys, to reconnoitre their po- 
fition, and, advancing too near, feveral of his Sepoys were killed by 
the fire of the cannon from the advanced poll. 

Major Monlbn with his divifion, and the Nabob with his 
troops, arrived before Verdachelum on the 26th. This place ftands 
60 miles N. N. w. of Chlilambrum, and 60 s. w. from Valdorc. It 
is extenfive, and was originally a pagoda, and although converted 
into a fort by the addition of towers at the angles, and projected 
mafles of mafonry in each of the fides as gateways. Hill continued 
of very feeble defence againft cannon. It feemed therefore only 
to acquit his military honour, that the commanding officer refufed 
to furrender on the firft fummons ; for the next day, on the ap- 
pearance of the two eighteen-pounder's in battery, he of his own ac- 
cord threw out the white flag, and furrendered at diferetion. His 
garrlfon were, befides hlmlelf and another officer, 13 Europeans, and 
150 Sepoys. This place as well as Chillambrum was delivered over 
to the Nabob, who gave them in charge of his own Sepoys, and put 
both garrifoiis under the command of Kiftnarow. He was here 
joined by his brother, Maphuze Khan, who when leaft expedled, 
had left the Pulltaver in the beglmiing of January, and joined Ma- 
homed Iflbof at Tinivelly ; from whence he was fent, with an ef- 
corte, to Puducotah, the principal town of the polygar Tondiman, 

where 



Book XIL Chilambarum.-Verdachellum. Cuddalore. 
where he remained, ftlll full of fufpicions of the evil intentions of 
the Nabob, until encouraged to truft him by repeated aflurances 
from the Prefidency, that no harm fhould befall him. He arrived with 
very few attendants, and had not money to entertain* more. From 
Verdachelum, the troops continued their route byVillaporum and Vi- 
cravandi, and arrived at Valdore on the 3d of May. The Nabob re- 
mained in the camp until the loth, much delighted with the army 
and commanders, who had reftored him to fo great a part of his 
dominions. He then proceeded to Madrafs, in order to regulate 
with the Prefidency the modes ot adminiftration in the countries 
which had been recovered. 

The French, when they abandoned Cuddalore, demoliflied the 
parapets of the bafi:ions, took down |he three gates, and made fc- 
veral breaches in the rampart, and the whole face of the town front- 
ing the fea never had a wall. Several informations had been lately 
received, that Mr. Lally intended to retake Cuddalore, of which 
Colonel Coote advifed the officers there, and warned them to keep 
fpecial guard. On the loth at night, 100 Europeans, with 60 
huflars and three companies of Sepoys, entered the town, furprized 
and difperfed the Sepoys, and advanced to the hofpital, where they 
took five furgeons, fix petty officers, and 58 failors and marines be- 
longing to the fquadron, mofiily fick, whom they carried away, and 
left none of their own men to maintain the place. The next day, 
a reinforcement of two companies of Sepoys, with 20 of the Eu- 
ropean horfe, and a field-piece, under the command of Lieutenant 
Fitzgerald, were fent into the town from the camp, and 60 marines 
were landed from the fquadroii. At four in the enfuing morn- 
ing, whilft it was yet dark, a ftronger party than the night before 
entered the town again, and took the field-piece ; but, finding more 
refiftance than they expe<fted, retreated over the rivers towards I'ort 
St. David, of which the fortifications had been fo completely de- 
moliffied, that a fingle redoubt was not left to give poft to , a 
company of infantry. Lieutenant Fitzgerald, with the huflars and 
fome Sepoys, for all would not move, and none of the marines, fol- 
lowed, and hung in their rear, until they had recrofifed the Panar 
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beyond Fort St. David; where the enemy abandoned the field- 
piece they had taken. Jt was fiiid, that the commander was killed, 
th ree other officers wounded, and 32 of the common foldiers 
killed and wounded. Of the Englilh troops a Jemidar, with 20 Se- 
poys wefe wounded, and a Subadhar was killed. From this ear- 
neftnefs, other attempts were expected, and diligence was ufed to 
render tlie place more detenlible, and the Sepoys were augmented to 
700. On tlie 20th, iaformation was received, that the enemy in- 
tended another attack, with a much greater force than the laft : on 
which, Colonel Coote detached an officer, with 30 Europeans, and 
300 black horfe, to interrupt their parties, or luccour the place. 
The officer w'^ent with the Europeans into the town, and Rationed 
the horfe at a diflance without ; between one and two in the morn- 
ing, the expeOed attack was made by 700 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, 
1 50 of the French horfe, which were half this body : and they had four 
field-pieces. They divided into five different aflaiilts ; all entered the 
towm, but were flopped at the traverfes which had been thrown up 
in the flreets leading to the hofpital, which refrfled the dire^fl fire 
of their field-pieces, and commanded their mulketry. They how- 
ever perfifted, until two of their officers were killed, and 60 private 
men killed and wounded. The Englifli officer followed them, with 
the black horfe and fome Sepoys, to the Panar : but their cavahy 
and field-pieces keeping in order in the rear, deterred any cffe« 51 ual at- 
tempt to interrupt their retreat. 

On the 23d, the Salifbury joined the fquadron from Bombay, and 
brought from thence to the affiftance of the army three companies 
of the royal artillery, which the King had fent for the defence of 
that iflaiid, and the government there, very judlciou fly, to the coafl, 
where they were more immediately wanted. They were 178 men, 
cxclufive of officers, all found, and joined the army a few days 
after from Cuddalore, where they landed. After the retreat of 
the Frencli troops to the bound-hedge, the two camps were at 
too great a dlftance to afford fucli continual occafions of fkirmifli 
as before. 1 
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The fucceffes of the Ewglilh army, had not a little conduced to 
oncreafe the difl'entions which had long rent the government of 
Pondicherry, where calamity, inftead of reconciling, only exafperated 
the animofities of thofe who were (haring tlie fame diftreflec. Tlie 
lofs of Pcrmacoil was imputed to the retreat of the army, which \va» 
on march to relieve it ; but they were only faulty in not having ad- 
vanced with more expedition ; and in either cafe Mr. Lally, not 
being prefent, was exempt from blame : which neverthelefs was 
urged, becaufe the officer who commanded in his abfence was of 
his own regiment, and fuppofed to be much in his favour. The 
fall of Alamparvali was afcribed to the lofs of Permacoil, and Valdore 
to malignant treachery, that Pondicherry might be deprived of the 
laft poft which remained to protect any CQiivoys which might at- 
tempt to get into the town. Mr. Lally was informed of what every 
one thought and (aid concerning himfelf ; and retaliated with fir- 
cafms on their forenefs for the lofs of their own peculations out of the 
diftrifls which he had been obliged to abandon. In this (late of vh 
ruleiice were minds, when the fquadron with Mr. CornKh was 
working up the coaf: to Karical. There were in the town of Poiir 
dicherry, 600 Europeans, invalids, fit only for garrifon duty : and 
tlie inhabitants were 500 more Europeans.. Thefe, arlded to the 
regular troops,, would contribute to make a formidable difplay, which 
Mr. Lally intended to exhibit on the (brand to the view of the 
fquadron, as they were pafiing through the road : orders were given 
in confequence. The covenanted fervants of the French company 
were to be a part of the pai'ade ; but a little betbre, at the hour ap- 
pointed, thtw came into the court of the goverument-houfe, and 
fent up word to Mr. Lally, that they would not march unlefs Led 
by the Governor and Council, whom Mr. Lally had exempted from 
this duty. Mr. Deleyrit, the governor, immediately offered to put 
himfelf at their head ; but the counfellors coming in, (aid, that none 
of the Company’s fervants were obliged to bear arms out of tlie walls 
of the town. On this declaration, Mr. L.ally arrefted the two 
(pokefmen of the Council, anti two of the forwarded: of the repug- 
Hants, difarmed and difmiffed the red:, and went on wlrii the review 
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without them. The offence and punlfhment left no bounds to the 
mutual averfion between him and the company’s fervants. Whilft 
the Engllfh army were attacking Valdore, two fhips arrived from 
the Iflands ; they brought neither troops nor money, but unfavou- 
rable advices, which were with much caution fupprelfed, and pub- 
Hfhed as good news with faluteof cannon, fireworks, and rejoicings, 
“ That Mr. D’Ache’s fquadron, reinforced from France to 25 fail 
“ of the line, might be foon expetffed on the coaff, with a large body 
“ of land forces on board.” After the fall of Valdore, a few en- 
clofures under the guns at Villanore and Ariancopang, with tlie 
ground within the bound-hedge, and the town of Pondicherry it- 
felf, contained all the live provifions, on which the colony was to 
rely for their future fuffenance, and all further means were precluded 
■of bringing in grain or other articles of ffore from the country 
without ; for although Glngee and Thiagar remained in the hands 
of the French, their fituatlon was diftant, and their garrlfons not 
ffrong enough to furnifh fufficient efcorts, and no parties equal to the 
fame purpofc could be detached from the main body, without Incurring 
the rlfque of interception. When the farm of the dlftri< 5 ls adja- 
cent to Pondicherry was taken from the European renters, and 
let to the Malabar, after the defeat at Vandivalh, there was a fuf- 
ficient quantity of grain on the ground in reach of Pondicherry, to 
have {locked the place, as fome lay, for years ; but money was then 
more fcarce than victuals, and the new farmer was permitted to fell 
his grain, that he might be enabled to pay his rent in coin into the 
treafury, inftead of delivering grain, as acquittal, into the maga- 
zines. As foon as Permacoll and Alamparvah fell, and the Englifli 
army advanced between Gingee and Pondicherry, Mr. Lally faw this 
error, and that it was not retrievable, but by means which he had hi- 
therto, with too much prefumption, delpifed. 

Hyder Ally, the general of the Myforcans, had at this time ac- 
quired the whole power of the government. He had lately taken 
the King out of the hands of his uncle, the Dalaway, whom we 
have feen commanding the Myfore troops before Tritchlno- 
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poly. The Dalaway had agreed to retire to the fort of My- 
ibre with a jaghire allowed for his maintenance and fecurity, and 
Hyder Ally was left without controul ; for the King was young, weak, 
and timid. Not unmindful, however, of a reverie of fortune, Hy- 
der Ally call; about to get fome place of refuge immediately for his 
treafures, and contingently for his ovyii perfon ; and judicioufly pre- 
ferred Thiagar in the Carnatic, as well for the difficulty of accefs 
to it from Myfore, as the inexpugnable nature of its fortifications. 
A Portuguefe monk, named Norognha, who aflumed, and perhaps 
had obtained, the title of Bilhop of HalicarnalTus, had, by relidence 
under the pretext of religious miflion, acquired much knowledge of 
the adjacent countries, as well as of the Carnatic itlelf, and Mr. 
Lally, immediately on his arrival at Pondicherry, gave him his con- 
fidence, and employed him in all his tranfa<5Uons with the chiefs of 
the country. The biftiop performed his commiflions with zeal ; for 
lie was greedy of money, and it is a common cuftom in India to 
give fome to the negotiator of a treaty. It was he who bargained 
for the Morattoes who joined the French army at Arcot ; after 
which he continued in Velore, watching other opportunities, and 
either fuggefted to Hyder Ally, or difcovered his inclinations to 
obtain Thiagar. Mr. Lally feeing no other means of procuring 
relief to the necefiities which began to threaten Pondicherry, 
rcprefled the contempt with whicli he had hitherto regarded 
the military faculties of the princes in India, and fent two of liis 
officers to conclude the treaty with Hyder Ally. It was agreed, 
that Hyder fhould immediately fend a body of 2000 horfe, and 
3000 Sepoys, with artillery, who, on their arrival at Thiagar, 
**■ were to be put in pofleffion of that fort, and of Elvanafore, with 
the dependencies of both, which were to remain the pro])erty of 
the Myforeans in perpetuity as long as the flag of France exifled in 
India. This army was to be paid at the rate of 100,000 rupees a 
“ month, from the day of their arrival at Thiagar. Ten eighteen 
“ pounders were to be given as a prelent to Hyder, exclulive of the 
artillery in the two forts, which, as well as all the military flores, 
“ was to be delivered with them. His troops were to be furnillicd 
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“ witlr ammartitlon^ whilft ferving for the French ; who, after the 
Carnatic {hould be cleared, were to affift hint in conquering the 
“ fouthern countries of Madura and Tinivelly. Befides the number 
“ already ftipulated, Hydcr Ally engaged to fupply looo horfe and 
^ 2000 Sepoys more : iii confideration of which, half the countries 
“ which fliould be rccovei^ed ill the' Carnatic, were to be affigned to 
“ his government, excepting the French company’s domains of 
“ Villcnore, Vnldore, Bahoor,' and Alamparvah : the territory of 
Vellore, as belonging to Morti^ially, their ally, and the diftrids de- 
pendant on Trinonialee, hiving been 'granted in appanage to Rajah- 
“ faheb, the fon of Chundafaheb, were likewife exempted ; and 
“ whatfoever portion of the Carnatic Ihould tall to the Mylbreans, 
“ was to be delivered back to the French, in proportion to the pro- 
“ grefs of the acquHitions in the fouthern countries.” 

The negotiation was conduced with; fo much fecrecy, that no 
furmifes of it were obtained by the Englilh until the 24th of May, 
juft as their late fuccefles foemed to have left nothing on the land, 
which could interrupt the profecution of their Intention to 
blockade Pondicherry ; for which, preparations were making at 
Madrafs, when Colonel Coote received Intelligence of this uii- 
cxpe<5led alliance by a letter from one of his correlpondents in 
Pondicherry, fignlfying, that Mr. I>ally was preparing a con- 
fiderable detachment, to march and join Hyder Ally at Tliiagar. 
Plyder it was known was not there, nor was there any probability, 
that his other interefls would permit him to leave Seringapatam : 
nor were any dlfpofitlons obl'erved in the enemy’s encampment, 
which fignlfied fuch a detachment as was faid to be going. On the 
30th, Colonel Coote went out to reconnoitre them hiinfelf, ac- 
companied as ufual by the black horfe and Sepoys. The enemy can- 
nonaded hotly, and killed fomeof the horlemen ; but Aflafbcg, Vvith 
two or three fquadrons, broke in upon tlieir Sepoys, and killed 14 
of them. Nothing appeared for levcral days after to confirm the 
intelligence; and Colonel Coote began to regard it as a rumour 
thrown out by Mr. Tally himfelf, to conceal feme other delign, 
when^ on the yth of June, he received a confirmation of it from 
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Kiftnarow, who had been ordered to look out, and had advanced 1760. 

with his party to Volcondah. ^ June. "* 

The firfl: diyifion of the Myfore troops, confifting of 1000 horfe, 
and 2000 Sepoys, arrived at Thiagar on the 4th of June, and the 
next day fome of their parties, roaming to colledt cattle, fkirmiflied 
with Kiftnarow’s near the pettah of Volcondah. The reft of the di- 
vifton ftill remaining at Thiagar were 30 miles nearer Pondicherry; 
and Kiftnarow believing the exaggerated accounts of their numbers, 
and being in want of ammunition, hurried back to protect the dif- 
tridls of Verdachelum, which had been entruftecl, not without pro- 
fit, to his care ; from hence he fent his report and his fears to Co- 
lonel Coote, with earneft requeft of reinforcements ; and then, he 
faid, he would march, and beat the Myforeans. 

A month before the rumours of thele troops, tlie forces whicli 
the Myfore government maintained in Dindigul had commenced 
hoftilities againft the adjacent polygars depending on Tritchi- 
nopoly ; and it was reported that they intended to get pofleftion 
of the pafs of Nattam, which would preclude tlie immediate com- 
munication between Tritchinopoly and Madura. But as the My- 
foreans in thefe quarters had feveral times before attacked the pof- 
feftions of the Nabob, their prefent hoftilities had not led to any 
fufpicions of the greater effort which Hyder Ally was preparing 
againft the Carnatic ; nor were they deemed of danger to require im- 
mediate refiftance from this province : but Mahomed Iflbof fent a 
detachment from Tinivelly to Madura, from whence they were to take 
the field and enter the diftrivfts of Dindigul ; and the troops main- 
tained by the Nabob for the protedlion of the diftri<fts of Tritchi- 
nopoly, affembled at the pafs of Nattam, under the command of 
Huflain Cawn, who had ferved with the French at Terriore and 
Seringham until they retreated out of thefe countries, when he 
offered his fervice to the Nabob, and was accepted. 

The heats of the feafon, fince the land-winds had fet in in April, 
had this year been much more intenfo than ufual ; and had ftruck 
ficknefs through the camp. Sixty Europeans had died, and 300 
were in the hofpital, and to preferve the reft from the fun, the day- 
duty of the line was done by the Sepoys. From the fame attention 
VoL. II. 4 N fifty 
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fifty of the late deferters had been ulcbrporated, and called the Free- 
Company, under the command of two French officers, brothers, 
of the name of Martin; like the French volUnt^s, they were 
intended for tlie fcrviccs of moft fatigue and danger, ah'd were 
now employed, for the firft time. They marched on the loth, 
accompanied by 25 Coftrees, two companies of Sepoys, 1000 black 
horfe, and an iron gun with five European gunners, to join Kift- 
narow at Villaporum ; as it was fuppofed the Myforeans would 
attempt to pafs either by this place, or Trivadi. 

Although no regular detachments had marched from Pondi- 
cherry, fmall parties to the amount of 200 Europeans had palled 
at different times undifeovered to Gingee, and from thence 
proceeded to Thiagar, before the firft divlfion of Myforeans 
arrived there ; but remained in order to accompany the main 
body to Pondicherry. Preparing for this important convoy and 
reinforcement, the garrifons both of Thiagar and Gingee had 
colleded all the cattle, which the inhabitants had not driven out 
of their reach : but the My fore horfe in three days fwept a 
much greater number ; but refufed to proceed with them, until 
fully apprized what interruption they were likely to meet in the 
way ; and the French officers were afraid to tell them that they only 
ran the rifque of more by this delay. 

The Martins arrived at Villaporum on the nth, and heard no- 
thing of Kiftnarow*; and the commandant of Gingee, thinking he 
could cope with their detachment, marched from his forts with 100 
Europeans, fome Sepoys and black horfe. The Martins, as well as 
the deferters they commanded, behaved with much fpirit in their 
new caufe, and repulfed their countrymen, who afted but faintly. 
Some of the French Sepoys were killed, and two Europeans, a To- 
paze, and a Coffree, were made prifoners. 

Notwithllanding this fuccefs and repeated injunctions Kiftnarow 
ftill kept aloof ; and, as it was fuppofed that the Myforeans already 
arrived were the whole body, and would advance, accompanied 
by the Europeans from Thiagar, to which force that with the 
Martins although ftrong, would in no wife have been equal, another 
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detacliment Aill ftronger was fent from tlie camp : both wheh 
joined would amount to 1 90 European infantry, 30 European h'orfe, 
25 Cbffrees, 600 Sepoys, and 1 600 black horfe ; and were to be 
commanded by major More, the fame who marched in January to 
Tfipetty, and had lately been promoted from the rank of captair.. 

More Myforeans arriving, they called in their parties, and 
being joined by 40 or 50 of the French troops from Thiagar, 
appeared before Tricalore on the loth ; but, the Frenchmen 
having brought only two or three fmall field-pieces, and the 
fort being of flone, tfie Sepoys within, who were three good com- 
panies left there by Captain Airey, refufed to furrender; and 
by the fire of their mulketry from the walls obliged the enemy to 
retire ; who then went againflTritchiniungalum, a fort five miles to 
the eaft, where the garrifon, which was likAvife of Sepoys, took 
fright, and evacuated it on their approach. From this place all 
the Myfore cavalry, now 1 500, fet off for Pondicherry, driving a 
multitude of cattle, but unaccompanied by any troops on foot, even 
their own, that, it interrupted, the horfe might be free to force their 
way, or retire. The rule of thefe countries had fo often been Ihifted 
to and fro by the fortune of war, and they had fuffercd fb much, 
as well from the ravages of horiility, as the concuflions of un fettled 
government, that they regarded both the Englifh and French at 
leaft as tyrants, when not enemies ; and, at this time, the renters 
and heads of villages, not knowing how foon they might have new 
mafters, gave no afliftance to Major More’s detacliment, who, dif- 
trefled for provilions, and mifled by falfe intelligence, advanced from 
Villaporum towards Tricalore, where they expelled fupplies, and 
hoped to intercept the Myforeans In their rout ; who had pafled be- 
fore to the fouth, by Trivanelore, and arrived at Trivadi on the 
Z3d, where they halted the day. Mr. Lally, apprized of their 
approach, had moved his whole army from the bound hedge 
to his former encampment at Perimbe, in full fight of Valdore, 
and then detached 50 of his European cavalry to join the 
Myforeans on the road. Colonel Coote received quick intel- 
ligence of their arival at Trivadi, with an account of their num- 
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bers, and immediately fent out all the cavalry remaining in the 
camp, which were i ooo black, and 8o European horfe : they were 
led by Vaflerot, but whilft proceeding ftreight towards Trivadi,, the 
Mylbreans filed off from thence along the Panar, until they reached: 
the bounds of Fort St. David, and then crofling the plain, and keep-r 
ing about a mile from the fea, came in towards the evening at 
Ariancopang, three miles in the rear of the French camp atPerimbe. 
They fet out from Trivadi, with 2000 head of cattle, which re- 
tarding their march, they left in different herds in various places, 
intending to return and bring them in by detachments ; fo that only 
^00 bullocks arrived with them at the French camp. 

The day after, Mr. Lally, in order to make proof of their fervicc, 
advanced with them all, and the French European horfe, towards 
the grand guard of the Englifh cavalry, which was ported a mile and 
a half in front of the camp. All, when at a proper dirtance, fet 
off on the gallop, and furrounded the guard on every fide. Colonel 
Coote immediately pufhed to relieve them with the main body of 
the cavalry, from the camp ; but before they came up, as thefe kind 
of onfets are generally decided in a very few minutes, the whole 
guard was difperfed, and hurrying back to take Ihelter with the 
main body. The Myforeans carried off 30 horfes belonging to the 
black cavalry, and feven to the hulfars. 

Enfign Turner, who commanded at Cuddalore, receiving intel- 
ligence of the cattle which had been left on the way, went 
out with the Sepoys of his garrifbn, and' in two or three days col- 
le(fled and drove in ^00 of them ; and none of the rert got into 
Pondicherry. 

The detachment of Myforeans efcorted the officers appointed by 
Hyder Ally to fettle the treaty and the plan of operations with the 
French government. A little before their arrival a report had been 
fpread, that orders were on the way recalling Mr. Lally to France ; 
which the Myforeans hearing, infirted that Mr. Deleyrit, and all the 
members of the Council, fhould fign the treaty : had they re- 
fufed, no further aflirtance was to be expeirted ; they therefore figned 
it, but at the fame time compofed a proteft, which they kept en- 
tirely 
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tirely fecret amongfit objeding more efpecially to the 

monthly funi\^lltec^fce‘Myfcfrearis were to receive as pay, to dif- 
charge which and that the territories ceded to them 

were of much'm<$^^&lu^:'than'the indefinite fervices they were likely 
to perform. N^^|^i|^fs*tb5s!:clandell:ine difapprobation’was unwor- 
thy their office, bdiiig*lt:al,culated,tOiekfi(P^pt themfelves from blame, and 
to exaggerate it on Mri Lally/ if afFaj,fs.lhould better with the affift- 
ance of the Myforeans ;"a> the~ fame time the apparent fan£lion evinced 
that the council faw no immediate means fo likely to flop the progrefs 
of the Engliffi fuccefles, which' had taken every thing abroad but 
Thiagar and Gingee, and were at this inftant menacing the capital, 
Pondicherry : fo that had the council meant fiircerely, they only pror 
mifed the half of what they had loft, or never poflefl'ed, to obtain tlie 
only chance of gaining the other half,j perhaps of prefervlng what 
remained. The treaty was figned on the 27th, and on the 28th at 
night all the Myforeans went away, promlfing to return very foon 
with their whole force, and abundance of provifions. The next day 
the French army retreated from Perimbe to the bound-hedge. 

Ill this interval, the fquadron had been joined by two ftiips of the 
line from England, the Norfolk of 74, and the Panther of 64 guns, 
which anchored at Cuddalore on the 1 5th ; and a few days after one 
of the Company’s fliips arrived from Tellicherry on the Malabar 
Goaft, with a detachment of 100 Europeans, and 122 Topafles, 
fent from that fettlement by order from Bombay. This, with the 
detachment of artillery which arrived a little before, would have been 
a great reinforcement at any time, but was at this jundture more 
efpecially feafonable ; and thefe exertions did honour to the councils 
of that Prefidency, which had hitherto been very cautious of part- 
ing with any part of its force. 

On the30th,the day after theFrench army returned to their bounds,, 
Celonel Coote detached the remainder of the hulfars, who were 20,.. 
500 black liorfe, 50 European Infantry, and four conipanies of Sepoys,, 
to Major Moore, that he might be ftrong enough to encounter the- 
whole body of the Myforeans in their approach to Pondicherry.. 
This officer had been joined at, Tricalore on the 24th, by Kiftna- 
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row, with 500 horfe, and as many Sepoys. They proceeded againd 
Trichlmungalum, whicli I'urrendered after a flioit refidaiice the 
26th. The ganifon were a ferjeant, another European, and 180 
Sepoys, with a much greater ftore of ammunition than their num*- 
ber required. They had collected 900 head of cattle in the fort, 
and a large quantity of grain in tlie town. Major Moore was 
again mifled by his intelligence, and the party of Myforeans return- 
ing from Pondicherry to Thiagar palled again out of his reach. 

Mr. Lally determined to rilque nothing before the main body 
of the Myforeans arrived; and his troops were too ftrongly polled 
in front of, and within, the bound-hedge, to be attacked by a force, 
which exceeded them fo little as the Englilh army, fince the 
detachments it had lately fent abroad. So that both armies con- 
curring in the fame caution, in expe£lation of the fame event,^ 
nothing of any moment palled between them for twenty days. Co- 
lonel Coote, in this interval, went to Madrafs. He left the camp 
■on the 6th of J uly, and returned on the 1 4th. The next day he 
received intelligence from Major Moore, that the Myforeans were 
fet out from Thiagar, with a very large convoy of provifions. This 
intelligence was confirmed the next day, with their route ; and at 
three the next morning, which was the 17th, the van divilioii' of 
the army under Colonel Monfon moved, and took poffelfion of 
Perimbe, which is the ground under the point of the red-hill diredlly 
oppofite to Villenore. The reft of the army came up before day- 
light ; a party was immediately detached to take pofl'effion of the 
pettuh of Villenore, and make preparations for batteries; another 
deftroyed a redoubt on the hill over Perimbe, which the enemy had 
lately ere£led, in the fpot where they before had raifed the barracks for 
their cavalry, which Colonel Coote had burnt on his firft excurlioii 
to reconnoitre this ground from Permacoil. The dlftance acrofs, from 
the Red-hill, to the fort of Villenore and the river of Ariancopang, 
is little more than a mile, and the army pollclled the whole Ipace 
in polls and enclofures, which could not he attacked in front to- 
wards Pondicherry without great difadvantage ; and nothing was 
apprehended in the rear, although the Mylbreans were coming ; foj* 
2 -they. 
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they, it was not doubted, would, as before, endeavour to join the 
French army, by avoiding the Englifh. 

On this day, the 1 7th, the troops with Major Moore, and the 
whole body of the Mylbreans, advancing by different routs, arrived 
nearly at the fame hour, in fight of Trivadi. With Moore were 
180 European infantry, 30 Coffrees, ahd 50 huflars, and together 
with Kiftnarow’s the black horfe were 1600, and the Sepoys 1 100. 
The Myforeans were 4000 horfe well mounted, 1000 Sepoys, and 
200 Europeans, or Topaffes of the French army, of whom a 
part managed eight pieces of cannon. At this time, when the 
Engllfh troops liad been fo long accuflomed to fuccefs, it was fup- 
pofed, that the force with Major Moore, notwithftanding the ine- 
quality of numbers, might have ftoo^ at leafl an obftinate brunt ; 
but it happened otherwife ; for by. Ibme mifchance or mifcondufl 
of which no certain account has ever been given, they were totally 
routed. The black horfe and Sepoys, who it is faid firft gave wJiyt, 
dlfperfed on every fide ; five and twenty of the huflars were cut to 
pieces, and mofl: of the reft were wounded ; they were the only 
part which behaved with firmnefs, fighting after they were deferred 
by the European infantry, who retreated in great hurry and dif- 
order to the fort of Trivadi, which they gained with the lofs of 
15 killed and 40 wounded. 

The news of this misfortune reached Colonel Coote the next day, 
and encreafed his anxiety to get pofleffion of Villenore ; for it 
was not doubted that Mr. Lally, as fbon as joined by the Myfo- 
reans, Would make every effort to lave this place. 

'f'he left of the Enghfti encamprnent was at the foot of the hill 
of Perimbe, and it extended 1 500 yards to the right, ^rofs the 
plain towards Villenore. Through the center pf the camp pafled a 
road (raifed as all the others on the plain above the common level 
of the ground, and) with a row of trees on each fide. THis avenue 
comes aimoft in a ftreight line from a redoubt in the boUfid-hedgc, 
called the Villenore ; but receives its name from the village of 
Ouglaree, through which it pafleth about halt-way betWeen the 
i)ound-hedge and the hill of Peritnb^. At a thoufand yards in front 
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of the Englifh encampment, and 2000 from the bound-hed^ 
another avenue called the Villenore, ftrikes off from the avenue 
of Oulgaree, on the left as you come from tlie bound-hedge, 
on the right, if looking from the camp. The Villenore, after 
continuing 400 yards at a right angle from the Oulgaree, turns 
nearly at another right angle, and leads ftrelght weft, and parallel 
to the other avenue ; but ceafes midway in the plain between Pe- 
rimbe, and the fort of Villenore, which Colonel Coote was pre- 
jiaring to attack, and which muft always be diftingulftied, in con- 
fttlerlng our narrative, from the redoubt of the fame name in the 
bound-hedge : the Villenore avenue, towards its termination, covered 
the right flank of the Englifli camp. From a redoubt in the bound- 
hedge, at 1000 yards to the right of the avenue of Oulgaree, com- 
menceth another avenue, called as well as the redoubt itfelf the 
Valdore : this avenue continues only 1000 yards ftreight to the weft, 
when, ftopped by the oppofition of the Red-hill, it inclines in 
another ftreight line to the left, until it has verged within 300 yards 
of the avenue of Oulgaree, which it then joins in another ftreight 
line, and at a right angle on the right, exactly facing the junftion 
of the Villenore avenue on the other fide the road, fo that both to- 
gether interfered the avenue of Oulgaree at right angles in the fame 
point. It was along the Valdore avenue, that Colonel Coote, with 
his cavalry, followed the French troops, when they retreated before 
him on the 7th of March, the firft time he went to reconnoitre the 
ground about Pondicherry. Exactly oppofite to the fecond angle 
of the Valdore avenue, as you come from the bound-hedge, and 
the firft if you are going to it from the avenue of Oulgaree, ftands 
a hillock, the higheft, and the only confpicuous one on the plain, 
detached from the Red-hill ; from the outward ridge of which this 
hillock is about 300 yards diftant : thus fituated, it commanded 
in flank the third or laft, and in flant the middle or fecond turn- 
ing of the Valdore avenue. , Colonel Coote, having confidered 
all the ground we have deferibed, fortified the hillock with a 
clofed redoubt of three guns, threw up a retrenchment of three 
guns acrofs the avenue of Oulgaree, 150 yards in front of the 
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Ipot where it is joined by the two others, and ralfed another 
acrofs the Villenore avenue. Both retrenchments, and the re- 
doubt on the hillock, lay nearly in the fame line in front of the 
camp, which the hill of Perimbe defended on the left ; on the 
right, the plain on the other fide of the Villenore avenue was open 
and paffable to cannon and cavalry, even to the rear of the camp. 
But this approach would now be proteded by the troops Rationed 
in the villages under Villenore, and employed in the attack of this 
fort. All the three works were finiflied between the night of the 
1 7th and the morning of the 1 9th. This difpofition was devifed 
with much fcience ; for every thing was obviated which might 
produce a general difafter, if the troops fhould be compelled to quit 
the attack of Villenore, of which the ^uccefs was fcarcely probable, 
if the enemy, as might be expedled, rilqued boldly for its fafety. 

A thirteen-inch mortar, fent from Madrafs, and landed at Cudda- 
lore, arrived in camp on the 1 9th, and was immediately planted to 
bombard the fort ; but the (hells fent with it were too fmall, and 
would not take any certain range, and heavy rains prevented any 
work at the batteries during the night. 

The next morning the French army, not yet joined by the whole 
body of Myforeans, appeared advancing along the river of Arian-' 
copang, as if they intended to attack the detachmments ftationed 
to guard the batteries ; on which Colonel Coote marched from 
the right of the camp with the two battalions of the Company’s 
troops, and half the horfe and Sepoys to meet the enemy, who 
halted, and began to cannonade ; during which Draper’s and 
Coote’s regiments with the reft of the black troops, by previous 
difpofition, marched from the left of the camp along the foot of the 
Red Hill, as if they intended to ftorm the redoubts of the bound- 
hedge, and get into the rear of the enemy’s army. Mr. Daily be- 
lieved this feigned intention to be real, and immediately retreated 
to his former ftations ; a few of the Englifli cavalry and Sepoys 
were wounded. In the evening the Myforeans arrived from Triv.adi 
with 3000 bullocks, carrying their baggage, and drawing their ar- 
tillery, and 3000 more laden with rice, and other provifions ; the 
VoL. II. 4 O French 
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French detachments from Thiagar and Gingee accompanied them ; 
they came in unmolefted, as before, by Ariancopang, and their 
arrival was complimented with a long falute of cannon. In the 
evening the guards before Villenore were reinforced, and double 
diligence employed through the night at the batteries. 

The fort of Villenore was a circle 50 yards in diameter within the 
‘wall ; it was furrounded by a ditch, a covered way, and a glacis 
cut in angles, as a ftar. The rampart was a conftru(51:ion of mafonry, 
divided into ten lodgements, or chambers, which were arched, 
the vaults bomb-proof, and the Interflices at top were filled up 
to an equal level, which formed the terrace on which the can- 
non were mounted. Each of the chambers was likewife opened 
through the outfide of the wall in cafements intended for can- 
non, but none were mounted in them. The breadth of the ram- 
part, which was the length of the chambers, was 30 feet, and 
reduced the area within to a fmall pentagon, which in no direction 
was more than 45 feet over ; fb that if the chambers had not been 
bomb-proof, the place could not have flood an hour againfl this kind 
of artillery. Two villages lay near the fort, one dire<flly north, the 
other to the north-eafl. They were about, 200 yards from each 
other, and both were occupied by the Englifli troops. The paflage 
through the glacis to the fort was flrcight, and nothing obflrudfed 
the view quite up to the foot of the wall but the barrier gate, and 
the draw-bridge, when up ; neither of which could refift a fhot ; 
neverthelefs, the French had neglecfled to cover this opening by a 
traverfe, either in front or behind the paflage. The advantage was 
taken, and a battery of two eighteen-pounders was erefted between 
the two villages, to breach through the opening : another of the 
fame force was ere6l;ed In the village to the north, to deflroy the pa- 
rapet, and take in reverfe the part intended to be breached. 

Both batteries opened with the day on the 1 6th. At nine o’clock 
the French army, with all -the Myforeans, horfe and foot, ap- 
proached along the bank of the river of Ariancopang. Some of the 
black horfe and Sepoys, with three field-pieces, were lent from the 
Englilh camp, to flop their advanced parties, whilfl the line got 
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under arms ; and as (bon as they were in motion, a detachment of 
liuropeans, with four field-pieces, filed off from the right to reinforce 
the villages of Viilenore. By this time the batteries there had beat 
down the parapet, and filenced the enemy’s fire frOm the fort, when 
two companies of Sepoys fet off on the full run, and polled them- 
felves under the brick fiicing of the covered way, in a hollow, where 
the earth had not been filled up, as in other parts, to the creft of 
the glacis ; fome, more adventurous, jumped over the wall. Still 
the, garrifon had nothing to fear ; for the Sepoys had a ditch to pafs, 
and a very imperfed breach to mount : but tl.c commanding officer 
held out a flag of truce, and opened the gate to a detachment of 
Europeans, who haftened up on the firll fight of the flag. They 
Immediately raifed the Englilh colours on the rampart, and turned 
the guns againft the French and Myforcans, who were advanced 
along the river-fide within the random r«ach of cannon-lhot. The 
change was received with the curfes of every man in the French 
army. All the lines flopped involuntarily, and at once, llricken by 
horror ; and Mr. Lally, more confounded than any, immediately 
ordered the whole to retreat under the guns of Ariancopang. There » 
were in the fort 30 Europeans, 12 CofFrees, and eight pieces of can- 
non on the ramparts, which might have held out two days longer, 
before the Englilh would have ventured to ftorm ; and ten minutes 
more in the prefent hour would have brought on a general engage- 
ment to decide its fate. Of all his I'ucceflcs, Colonel Coote deemed 
this the moll fortunate, becaufe leall expedled. Neverthelefs, he 
had exerted much ability to place the army in a fituatlon to make 
the attack in fight of the enemy’s, and, if it failed, have nothing 
unequal to apprehend. 

The firll arrival of the Myforeans in the province had alarmed 
the Prefidency of Madrafs, as much as it furprized the army ; for, 
befides the interruption they might give to the fuccefs of the war, 
the Nabob’s revenues were loll wherever their parties appeared ; and, 
as horle, they might in the back country extend their ravages frona 
Tritchinopoly to Arcot : and this detriment was the more dreaded, 
becaufe the company in England, relying on the treafures of Bengal, 
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had determined to fend no bullion to any of their fettlements in 
India, and the Prefidency of Bengal had confumed all their incomes, 
and were borrowing money. It was therefore propoled to the 
Nabob, who was at Madrafs, to march with what troops had ac- 
companied him thither, fupported by a detachment of Europeans 
from the garrifon, in order to protect the countries between Gingee 
and Trinomaly, and all behind them to Arcot. Captain Richard 
Smith, at Tritchinopoly, as loon as he had acquired intelligence of 
the llrength and intentions of the Myforeans which were come into 
the Carnatic, propofed the expediency of a diverfion, by marching 
with a force from his garrilbn, and attacking the dillri£ts of My fore, 
which confine on the weft ward to thofe of Tritchinopoly, whilft 
the troops ordered by Mahomed Iflbof from Madura, ftiould keep the 
Mylbreans of Dindigul at bay. The idea was approved as the moft 
probable relburce ; he was ordered to carry it into execution, and 
Tanjore and Tondiman were requefted to give him what aftiftance 
he might require. 

The Nabob marched from Madrafs on the 3d of July, and on the 
yth he arrived at Vandivafh ; after loitering there fome days, he 
fuddenly changed his mind from keeping the field againft the My- 
foreans, and went away to make his entrance into his capital of 
Arcot ; but left 700 of his horfe, and 500 of his Sepoys, with his 
brother Maphuze Khan, who on the 2 2d came with them to the 
army at Perimbe. The day after Colonel Coote, with all the cavalry 
of the army, a great part of the Sepoys, feveral field-pieces, an 
eighteen-pounder on a field-carriage, but without any European in- 
fantry, advanced towards the bound-hedge. This defiance as it were 
of meeting the Myforeans with equal arms could not provoke them 
to come out and try their ftrength ; but the French infantry ad- 
vanced, and cannonaded from feven pieces of cannon, which only 
wounded two European gunners. 

The next morning, the 24th, on intelligence that a large body 
of the Myforeans intended to march that night to the weftward to 
elcort provifions. Major Monfon was detached, with all the black 
cavalry, fix companies of Sepoys, and two field-pieces, to take poft 
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at Valdore, near which, it was fuppofed, the Myforeans would re- 
turn*; ';but only a few were gone out, who halted at Rangapillah’s 
choultry on the fea (here, fix miles to the north of the bound- 
hedge, where they were joined on the 26th by the large body from 
Pondicherry, of which intelligence had been given on the 24th. 
All went on to Permacoil ; Major Monfon followed them on the 
27th;.. and arrived on the 28th, when none were remaining there. 
Iri the mean time, Lieutenant Eifer had been detached from the 
camp on the 26th, with 400 Sepoys, 30 Europeans, and a hundred 
black horfev the beft in the army, to proceed from Rangapillah’s 
choultry along the fea-lhore, whilft Major Monfon was endea- 
vouring to come up with them on the other fide ; but they had firuck 
off in feveral parties, fome towards Gingee, others to the north- 
ward, fpreading to collect cattle, an^ deftroying whatfoever elfe be- 
longed to the. inhabitants, who, as their ground now fupplied the 
Englifh army with provifions, were every where conlidered by the 
French as enemies. One of thefe parties went to Allamparvah, 
where they plundered the pettah, and took a lieutenant, who was 
fick, and chancing to be taking the air, having fhot him through 
the back as he was endeavouring to efcape in his palankin ; how- 
ever, the cannon of the fort drove the party away, and, as they were 
returning along the fhore towards Pondicherry, they fell unawares 
acrofs Eifer’s detachment, by whom they were intirely routed, and 
30 of their horfe furreiidered to him, with which he returned to 
the camp in the evening, where major Monfon’s divifion likewife 
rejoined the fame day ; for the whole cavalry of the camp had 
marched in thefe two divifions. 
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The laft day of the month brought the welcome arrival of five' 
of the company’s fhips from England in the Road of Cuddalore ; 
and two days after came in another, which had feparated from them. 

There were on board of the fix, 600 men drafted from regiments 
in England, to replace the deficiences which might have happened 
in Draper’s and Coote’s. 

On the 3d of Auguft, the free company of Frenchmen were fent A-jguff;* . 
to get in the rear of one of the enemy’s advanced polls, which lay 
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in the Valdore road, about half a mile from the boundi-hedge. They 
marched along the Ikirts of the Red-hill, and, coming by furprize, 
killed and w ounded leveral, and drove the reft to the bound-hedge. 

The Myfort ans, according to their contract, . had delivered, all the 
provit'<uis they brought into the magazines of Pondicherry, where 
they were carefully llorcd for future need. The purfuit of Monfon, 
and the Ihccefs of Eifer, deterred them from going out again in 
largo detachments, atid although the EngUfh army could not coyer 
the ground fufficiently to prevent, firujl, parties from getting back, 
with a few head of cattle or other prov.ifipn.s, yet all thefe fuppUes 
w'cre unequal to the daily confumption of 10,000 mouths; for, with 
their followers, the Myfore army amounted to this multitude; and 
in a few days rice began to fell in their camp at the rate of two 
pounds for a rupee. This diflrefs, the conftant fatigue and rifque 
neccfiaiy to redrefs it, and their convidions of the fuperiority of the 
Englhh army, as well by the lofs of Villenore, as the caution of the 
French to rifque an engagement fince that event, made them weary 
of their expedition and alliance ; and their Sepoys, forefeeing lefs 
likelihood of retreating with fafety, than the horfe, began to defert in 
numbers every day. 

The garrifoii of Glngee had collefled 2000 carriage bullocks, and 
rice to load on them, and, with various parties which had got out 
from Pondicherry, 150 Europeans of the infantry, and 100 of the 
cavalry, were waiting there to efcort this train, expedHng to be 
joined by the Myfore horfe ; who were by this time determined 
to go away to Thiagar, and return no more ; on which, 50 more 
Europeans, with three companies of Sepoys, were detached from 
Pondicherry, to reinforce the convoy. Colonel Coote took meafures 
to prevent its arrival. Some Sepoys patroled along the fea-lhore, as 
far as Rangapillah’s choultry ; from Alamparvah, Martin^ with the 
free company, four of Sepoys, and three field-pieces, marched on 
the 1 2th, to lie between Valdore and Permacoil, and were rein- 
forced the next day by 30 hufl'ars with Lieutenant Kircher. Whilft 
thefe parties were on the north and ^r. w. Enfign Turner marched 
from Cuddalore to Trivadi, with the feven companies of Sepoys 
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belonging to that garrifon, in which Major Monfon remained 
with the troops juft arrived from England : fo that the outlets to 
the s. w. and s. were equally well guarded, and the main body of 
the army lying between Villenore and the Red-hill utterly pre- 
cluded the'paflage to or from the weft. The convoy from Glngce 
were expefled to fet out on the 12th, but did not until the evening 
of the 13th; intelligence of which was foon after brought to Colo- 
nel Coote, who went off at 1 1 at night, with all the black cavalry, 
200 Europeans, the hundred Topaffes from Bombay, and two field- 
pieces, and proceeded towards Killenore. The fiimc night the 
greateft part of the Myfore horfe, decamped from the glacis of 
Pondicherry, and marching faft fell in when it was deep dark 
with Martin and Kircher, who, chju-ging them unexpcfledly met 
no refiftance, killed 40, took 200 of their horfe, and ^00 bullocks 
laden with their baggage. At day-break Colonel Coote came up 
with his party, when all the Mylbreans were not yet out of 
fight : they were retreating in broken parties to the weft-ward. 
Colonel Coote divided his force in purluit of them, which returned 
the fame day with many more bullocks and two European prilbiiers. 
One divifion of the Myforeans efcaped both the encounter and pur- 
fuit. They were at fome diftance in the rear, w hen the front was 
ftopped, on which they immediately turned back, and palfing as 
they had come at the back of the Red-hill, and by the fca Ihore, re- 
gained the bounds of Pondicherry. 

Notwithftanding this rout, it was ftill confidered as doubtful, 
whether the Myforeans might not join and return with tlie convoy 
waiting at Giiigee : and to prevent the continual fatigue of detach- - 
ments marching from the camp on every report, to watcli and in- 
tercept their approach, it was determined to poft a force fulficicnt 
to cope with them feparate from the main body of the army, which 
continued at Perimbe. The detachment whicli had accompanied the 
Nabob from Madrafs, when it was fuppofed he intended to k(;ep 
the field towards Trinomaly, advanced from Vandlvalh ; and on the 
ipth encamped at Ratlagramon, a town under the liills to the eaft 
<af Gingee, and tea miles north of Valclorc ; a ftation w hich the 
I convoy 
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convoy could not avoid without much circuit and trouble. The 
detachment was immediately joined by another from the camp, 
when the whole amounted to 200 European foot, 50 Coffrees, 500 
Sepoys, 50 European horfe, huflars, and 500 black horfe ; they 
were commanded by Captain Prefton. 

The 500 Myforeans which had returned to Pondicherry were afraid 
to venture out again in a body, but in every of the fucceeding nights 
fent off fmall parties, which pafled undifeovered. To flop tliofe 
which remained, two companies of Sepoys, with 100 of the black 
horfe, were detached with Enfign Meredith, and took poft at Ran- 
gapillah’s choultry. Another detachment of Sepoys marched the 
fame day from the camp in queft of a party of Europeans which 
had marched the night before from Pondicherry for Giiigee, but 
only brought back four, whom they had picked up lagging on the 
road with fatigue. Early the next morning, a ftrong detachment 
from the bounds attacked the poft at Rangapillah’s choultry, and 
obliged the party there to retreat. On the firft notice, two compa- 
nies of Sepoys, and all the grand guard of cavalry, marched to fuf- 
tain them, and the enemy retired on their appearance. 

In two or three nights more, all the Myforeans who had returned 
to Pondicherry were gone, and all their parties had efcaped without 
interruption. News was received at this time that their main body, 
which had afl'embled at Thiagar, were marched from thence 
to attack Trinomaly ; it was therefore concluded, that they would 
make no farther efforts of confequence to fuccour Pondicherry with 
provilions ; and in this perfuafion, the Prefidency refumed the in- 
tention of blockading Pondicherry by fea and land ; and the Go- 
vernor Mr. Pigot came from Madrafs to confer with Admiral Stevens 
and Colonel Coote on the means. 

The ground between Villenore and Perimbe was the heft on which 
the Englifli army could continue, whilft the Myforeans remained 
with the French ; for it prefented a narrow front, was of hazardous 
approach, afforded feveral ftrong pofts, and was centrically lituated 
for the expedition of detachments to interrupt any which might be 
fent from, or coming to the enemy’s camp. But this fituation did 
4 not 
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not fully anfwer the purpofe of a blockade, which was to redvice 
the town by famine ; for, being five miles diftant, the army was 
not fufficient to form a chain of ports in a curve of 1 5 miles from 
the fea-(hore on the north to the fea-fhore on the fouth of the 
town, clofe, or in all parts ftrong enough, to intercept every 
thing. The bound-hedge of Pondicherry fweeps from the north 
to the s. E. of the town, wliere it ceafes on the bank of the river 
of Ariancopang, which, in two arms, with an ifland between them, 
fupplies the rert of the barrier to the fouth of the town. The 
area included by the hedge with the arms of the river, com* 
prizes nearly feven fquare miles. This ground afforded parture for 
a number of cattle, which, if unmolerted, might, whilft the 
Englirti army remained at their prefent dirtance, fupply the troops 
and inhabitants witli provifions for Several months ; and the daily 
confumption might be replaced by fmall convoys from without ; fo 
that the enemy could not be feverely dirtrefled, until pent within 
the bound-hedge, when its redoubts and otlier ftations in pofleflion 
of the Eiiglirt), would fufFer nothing to remain abroad beyond the 
foot of the glacis, and even there not in quiet. Thefe ports would 
likewife obrtru<rt the introdudtion of fupplies in the whole extent of 
the hedge, and the prefent ftock would remain the principal reliance, 
until the French army rtiould be fufficiently reinforced to recove** 
them ; but now that the Myforeans were gone, no probability re- 
mained of any troops coming to the fuccour of the town, excepting 
from the fea. Neverthelefs the Englirti force was not yet fufficiently 
fuperior, even if in pofleflion of the bound- hedge, to open trenches 
againrt the town ; and if it had, the preparation, embarlcation, 
and tranfport of the artillery and rtores, which were all to come 
from Madrafs, could not be accomplirtied before the £etting-in 
of the monfoon, which at farthert might be expefled in the middle 
of October. If the French fleet appeared before this time, the iflUe 
of the fight at fea would determine the future fuccefs of the fiege ; 
if not, their delay muft arife from the want of force to cope with 
Mr. Stevens’s fquadron ; and in this cafe, it was fcarcely to be doubted 
that Angle Ihips, or more, would at any rilque venture with relief 
VoL. II. 4 P in 
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1760. In the height of the ftormy weather, in expe< 9 :ation that the EngliQi 
fquadrOn would have left the coaft to avoid it, as they had done 
^ ’ during every monfoon for the laft five years-. Thus it became ne- 
ceflary to get pofleffion of the bound'-hedge and its redoubts with- 
out delay ; and then that the fquadron fliould continue in fight of 
Pondicherry through the monfoon, in order to intercept whatfoever 
Ihips might be coming cither with troops or provifions : but, pre- 
vious to the attack of the hedge, Colonel Coote thought it neceffary 
to reduce tiie fort of Ariancopang^ which ftanding on the fouth fide 
of the river, almoft oppofite, although at feme difiance from the 
termination of the hedge on the other bank, commanded all the 
ground between, as well as in front down to the firand of the fea ; 
fo that fi'om the garrifon of the town on the one hand,, and the 
fort on the other, this quarter of the circumvallatlon,' fuppofing 
the hedge to be taken, could not be completed without more force 
than the army could fpare from other parts ; and even then the ports 
efiablhhed on this fide would be continually expofed to dangerous 
attacks ; in the mean time, this extent of ground would remain 
open for the introdu£lion of convoys which-, detachments from 
the fort of Ariancopang, if taken, might eafily Intercept. The 
force of the Englifli army before the town, exclufive of garrifons 
and detachments, was 2000 Europeans, and 6000 natives, either 
horfe or Sepoys. If Ariancopang were attacked by a detachment, 
the number requifite,. of 800 Europeans, would leave the main 
body fcarcely a match for the whole of the enemy’s force, if col- 
lefled to attack them, who doubtlefs would make the ertbrt. If 
Ariancopang were invefted by the whole army, they mufi move from 
the advantageous ground between Villenore and Perimbe, which 
w'ould leave all to the nolth of Pondicherry open, and admit the 
French army then to detach a force, which, joined with the party 
already at Gingee, would be able to drive Prefton from Rattlagram- 
mon, and bring in, if not the whole, at leafi a confiderable part 
of the convoy collefled there. Thefe grounds- and circumftances Mr. 
Pigot reprefented in a memorial to Admiral Stevens, and, in con- 
fequen.ee of them, requefied that he would land all the marines of 
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the fqnadron, to enable the army to attack Ariancopang, and take 
poflelHon of the bound-hedge ; and that he would determine to re- 
main on the coaft with the whole fquadron, through the monfoon. 
Mr. Stevens was very loth to deprive his Ihips of their marines dur- 
ing the expe< 5 lation of an engagement with the enemy^ s fquadron, 
but at length acquiefeed to the necelfity and importance of the fer- 
vice they might render on ftiore ; and promifed without hefitation 
that his fquadron fhould not quit the coaft until compelled by irre- 
fiftible neceflity. Accordingly, the marines were landed at Cudda- 
lore on the 27th ; they were, including officers, 422 Europeans. 

The Myforeans, as loon as they arrived before Trinomaly, made 
an attack on the pettah, in which they were repulfed with the lofs 
of fifty or fixty men : but Continued to inveft the place. Captain 
Prefton, on intelligence of their intention, lent off on the 22d two 
companies of Sepoys from Ratlagrammon, who, by bye ways in the 
mountain, got into the fort on the 26th ; and the day after, the 
enemy in greater force than before made another aflault, in which 
they were again beaten off, with the lofs of fixty men, and an of- 
ficer of diftiinftion ; the garrifon fallied as they retreated, and obliged 
them to abandon two field-pieces, which they had brought up and 
ufed in the attack. The whole raifed the fiege immediately, and re- 
turned to Thiagar. 

Two diundred Europeans, with fome Sepoys, and two guns, 
marching round the Red-hill in the night of the 23d, efcaped the 
interruption of the Englifh guards, and arrived the next day at 
Gingee ; from whence they fet out again in different parties, efcort- 
ing 2000 bullocks loaded with provifions ; of which fome were dif- 
perfed by Prefton, as they were coming out of the hills; and 300 
were taken, when advanced within a few miles of the Englifh camp, 
by a detachment of Sepoys and black horfe, fent out to look for 
tliem ; and none got into Pondicherry : but as all that had been 
attacked had been met in the night, the efforts reg'alned Gingee with 
very little lofs. Three or four thoufand more bullocks were ready to 
be fubftituted as the convoys ffnt might fail, and it was now deter- 
mined to fend the whole of this collefllon together, under the 
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ftrongeft efcort that could be rifqued abroad : accordingly Mr. Lally 
detached 100 of the French cavalry and feveral more companies of 
Sepoys from Pondicherry, to join the troops already at Gingee ; 
fo that one third of his whole force was now employed in this 
fervice ; and he had by much follicitation, and, by inducements 
of which we are ignorant, prevailed on the Myforeans to fend back 
800 of their horfe to Gingee, who wei*e likewile to accompany the 
convoy ; and this body of horfe arrived there at the fame time as 
the lafl detachment from Pondicherry. Intelligence was received 
on the 29th, that the convoy with the whole elcort intended to 
fet out from Gingee in the enfuing night ; on which, difpofitions 
were made to oppofe their paflage. 

The whole of the Red-hill is interfe^led by winding dales, in 
which troops may march unj^erceived until met within them, or dif- 
covered from the riling grounds above : in the middle of the gene- 
ral plot of the Red-hill, Hands one eminence higl ler than any of 
the others, and called from the trees it bears, the Tamarind grove : 
this hillock has dales on each fide of it, which join with others, 
leading from the plain of the country on the outfide of the Red-hill 
to the N. w. at the fartheft diftance from the Englilh camp, from 
the left of which Ihouldcred under the extremity of the Red-hill at 
Perimbe, the Tamarind grove was two miles to the n. e. and it was 
three to the n. w. of Pondicherry. This lituation being central for 
the interruption of troops marching through the dales of the Red-hill, 
either to or from Pondicherry, Colonel Coote, who, by his continual 
excurlions, knew all the ground in the adjacencies of his camp, or- 
dered a redoubt to be raifed there, which was fmilhed in the day. Left 
the convoy ftiould attempt to make their way to the fouth of the 
river of Ariancopang, the whole body of marines, which were ftill 
remaining at Cuddalore, were ordered to march fome miles from 
thence along the river Paliar, and to advance fix companies of Se- 
poys beyond them towards Trivadi ; whilft fcouts from the camp 
patroled between the two rivers : and, to watch the convoy if com- 
ing by the dire(ft road from the weft, feveral companies of Sepoys 
from Valdore proceeded along it towards Gingee. The convoy fet 
7 out 
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out from hence on the 29 th, the day appointed ; but Captain Preflon 
having two days before taken a mud fort, called Penamalee, fituated 
at the opening of the hills, polled a flrong guard there, which the 
enemy miftaking for the whole of his force, retired again, and after- 
wards hearing of the difpofitions made from the Eiiglilh camp, re- 
folved to proceed as before in feparate troops. 

On the 2d of September arrived at Cuddalore three of the King’s 
Ihips, convoying feveral of the Company’s from England. Of the 
men of war two were the America, and Medway, each of 60 guns, 
which compleated the fquadron before Pondicherry to 17 fail of 
the line. In the Company’s Ihips were part of a Highland regiment, 
fupplled by the government, in addition to the troops it had already 
fent to India. Thefe mighty aids witnefled in this quarter of the 
globe, as equal efforts, wherefoever neceflary, in every other, the 
fuperior energy of that mind, who poffeffing equally the confidence 
of his fovereign and the nation, conducted the arduous and exten- 
ffve war in which they were engaged againll their great and only 
rival. 

The lame evening Colonel Coote ordered 400 men to march and 
invert the fort of Ariancopang but Colonel Monfon, the next in com- 
mand, did not approve the operation, although it had been pleaded to 
Admiral Stevens, as the^principal inducement to land the marines of 
the fquadron : and Colonel Coote, not to difgurt pertinacity, when 
concurrence was fo neceflary, countermanded the detachment. 

Mr. Tally received Information, that the detachment had been 
paraded, and fufpedled the fervice for which it had. been Intended. 
Such a proof of the opinion which the Englifh army entertained of 
their own fuperiority, convinced him that it would foon be followed 
by fome real blow of equal detriment, if they were not immediate- 
ly convinced, that his own was capable of more than acting on the 
defenfive. He refolved to attack their camp by furprize on thi.; 
night of the 4th, and his difpofitions were made with much Ikilh 
and fagacity. 

In the three Ihips at anchor before the town, were 150 European 
mariners; they were all landed, and Lafears fent on board. Tliefc 
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Evrropc.ms, u'ith foinc Sepoys, were allotted to guard the redoubts 
ill the bouad-hedge, that all the regular European military might 
icrve in the intended attacks, excepting the artillery men, who 
were diftributed on the ramparts of the town, and in the out-pofts 
which mounted cannon. By the detachments lately fent abroad, 
tlie whole force that could march on the prefent fervice were 1400 
European intantry, 100 European horfe, and 900 Sepoys. The 
battalion of India and the volunteers of Bourbon, amounting to 
300 rank and file, had for lomc days been encamped under the fort 
of Ariancopang; the Portugueze company, which was likewife 
called the company of Jefus, and had a Jeluit at their head, with 
tome Sepoys, were quartered in the Company’s gardens, fituated 
within the bound-hedge in the road towards the Valdore redoubt ; 
the regiments of I^rrain and Lally, 500 men, the 'marines of the 
Iquadron, aoo, and 500 Sepoys, were in .the town,; the horfe were 
diftributed in diftcrent. patroles. The gates of the town were thut 
early, and opened again at ten at night ; and although Colonel 
Coote entertained fpies and correfpondents in the town, not one of 
them acquired the leaft furmife of Mr. Lally’s intentions, or fuf- 
pefled any unufual operation. 

■ The marines and Sepoys marched out of the town in two parties, 
told off in equal numbers of each. They proceeded to tl>e Val- 
djore redoubt, and in the way the Portugueze company, with the 
Sepoys at the garden, fell into the rear and formed the third fub- 
divifion of this line. Continuing in the avenues from the Valdore 
redoubt, the firft; party foon turned to the right, to gain the 
Red-hill, and proceed in it to the attack of the Tamarind redoubt ; 
in wlilcii, if they fucceeded, they were to march acrofs to the 
left and join the fecond ; which followed them, and quitting 
the avenue likewife, were to advance along the foot of the out- 
ward ridge of the Red-hill, until they had gained the flank of the 
Englifti redoubt on the hillock in the plain, which they were then 
to bear down upon, and attack. The Portugueze and Sepoys, which 
were the third fub-divifion, were to proceed quite through the three 
2 lines 
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lines of the Valdore avenue, difperfing what patroles and oiit-guards 1760. 
might be in the way, and to take port at the junction of this avenue septem^r 
with that of Oulgarry, where they were to wait the orders of 
the officer who commanded the attack, which was to be made by 
the regiments of Lorrain and Lally. Thefe troops, in two di- 
vifions, marched from the town, and through the bound-hedge, 
along the avenue of Oulgarry, until they came to the head of this 
village, where a deep water-courfe eroded the avenue, and had a bridge 
over it, which was defended by a retrenchment with guns. Here 
Lorrain halted, whild Lally’s regiment, quitting the avenue by the 
left, marched outwards in the fields to fall on the right flank of the 
Englifli redoubt in this avenue;, to which Lorrain was to advance 
dreight along the avenue, and attack at the fame time. When car- 
ried, the Portugueze company, with ^he Sepoys, which were the 
third fub-divifion of the attack to the right, were to join, 'and, 
with Lorrain’s and Lally’s, proceed acrofs on the left to attack the 
retrenchment in the Villenorc avenue which dood in the dime paral- 
lel as that in the avenue of Oulgarry ; but the Villenore retrench- 
ment had on its left a large garden, called from its owner, Barthel- 
mi’s ; in which were likewife poded a drong guard with feme field- 
pieces. When this garden and retrenchment were carried, all the 
troops of this attack were to regulate themfclves hy the fuccefs of 
another attack on their left, which was to be made by the India 
Battalion and the volunteers of Bourbon. They were to march 
from the fort of Ariancopang, acrofs tlie riv'er, to the villages un- 
der the fort of Villenorc ; but were to leave two field-pieces on the 
plain in their way from the river, in order to fecure their retreat. 

As foon as the firing became general, at the retrenchment in the 
Oulgarry road, the redoubt on the hillock, and the tamarind 
redoubt, tliefe troops were to adv^ance from the village in which they 
were halting, and proceed along a diort road which would bring 
them to the termination of the Villenore avenue, and exactly in the 
rear of the right flank of the Englifh encajiipment ; on which 
they were to fall with the utmod vigour, in full, confidence, that 
the other, attacks would have thrown the whole camp into dilbrder, 

by 
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by the uncertainty and dilIra£tion of what and where fuccours were 
to be fent. Mr. Lally, with a guard of horfe, remained at the laridge 
of Oulgarry. Calculation had been made, when all the troops 
would arrive within equal reach of their refpeclive attacks, where 
they were to wait in filence for the fignal of two fky-rockets, which 
\\ ere to be thrown up at Oulgarry, when all were to advance to the 
attacks allotted them. 

T 1 le Iky-rockets were (hot off a little before midnight, and foon 
after the firing commenced nearly at the fame time, at the tama- 
rind redoubt, the hillock, and at the retrenchment in the avenue of 
Oulgarry. The attack at the tamarind redoubt was repulfed ; but 
the redoubt on the hillock was carried ; the lieutenant of the artil- 
lery and three gunners were made prifoners there, and the reft of 
the guard driven out, nor did they rally ; which gave" the enemy 
time to carry off a brafs three-pounder, deftroy the carriage of ano- 
ther gun, fpike up a third, and burn down the battery. At the re- 
trenchment in the Oulgarry road, the attack and defence were 
more fierce. Colonel Coote himfelf brought down troops to that 
in the Villenore avenue and Barthelmi’s garden, and, inftead of 
waiting to be attacked, advanced acrofs to fuftain the other redoubt ; 
againft which Lxirrain and Lally’s perfifted until eight fergeants, be- 
fides common men, of Lally’s, were killed ; when the officers, hear- 
ing no figns of the main attack on the right and rear of the Englifti 
camp, drew off. This divifion, by fome unaccountable error, inftead of 
advancing to the villages under the fort of Villenore, halted in ano- 
ther a mile to the fouth of it, not far from the river, and iu a line 
with the village of Oulgarry. At this erroneous diftance, they 
had not time, after the Iky-rockets were fired, to reach the ground 
of their attack, before the three others were either repulfed or cealed. 
They were led by D’Haramburc, who had always behaved hitherto 
with gallantry, and Specially during Uie march of Mr. Law’s re- 
inforcement to Hyderabad in 1756; but Mr. Lally, with the 
ufual feverity of his prejudices, imputed the failure to a defign, as 
the commander of the Company’s troops, of fruftrating the honour 
which would have redounded on himfelf, had the hardy effort 

he 
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eiTo ■' fii: was making fucceeded to his expedtation. About twenty 
?• AS were killed and wounded of the Englifh troops, but fewer* 
! Jiopcms. Of the enemy, 30 Europeans were fuppofed to be 
ivi'led, and moft of them either in Lorrain or Lally’s ; four were 
r< .ide priloners, with Mr. D’Autueil, the fame officer we have feen 
Oj)ening the inteftine war of the Carnatic at the battle of Amboor, 
ii! which the Nabob’s father fell, and who afterwards I'urrendcred 
’.o Clive at Volconclah. 

The ffiips laft arrived from England brought commiffions from 
the war-office appointing the majors Brereton and Monfon to the 
rank of lieutenant colonels, with prior date to Colonel Cootc ; but 
both were ordered not to affert their commiffions whilft he remained 
on the coaft. Colonel Coote nevej^thelefs concluded that it was in- 
tended he Ihould remove as foon as might be to his original and 
eftablifhed command in Bengal, nor did Monfon propofe to continue 
ferving under him, but offered to retire to Madrafs ; but Coote im- 
mediately delivered over to him the command of the army, and went 
thither himfelf, and requefted to proceed with his whole regiment to 
Bengal. The Prefidency remonlfrated agalnft the detriment, and 
Monfon declared that the blockade of Pondicherry mull: be ralfed if 
thefe troops were taken away ; on which Coote confented to leave 
them. , 


End Twelfth Book. 
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C OLONEL Monfon being now mafter of his own views, car- 
ried into executioia an operation which he had propofed in the 
council of war a few days before, when Colonel Coote explained his 
intention of attacking the fort of i^^rian copang. 

The bound-hedge of Pondicherry, befides its natural defence of 
trees and thorns, is ftrengthened by four redoubts ; one on the north, 
oppofitc to the north-weft angle of the town, another nearly weft 
of this angle, a third nearly weft of the fouth-weft angle, and the 
fourth ftands diredly fouth-weft of the fame point. All took their 
names from their fituatlons ; the north was called the Madrafs re- 



September, 


doubt, the next the Valdore, the third the Villenore, and that to 
the fouth-weft the Ariancopang redoubt. From the Villenore re- 
doubt led the road and avenue, which palled through the center of 
the Englllh camp at Perlmbc, and about a mile from the hedge this 
avenue leads through the village of Oulgarry, in which were feve- 
ral country-houfes belonging to the French inhabitants of Pondi- 
cherry, and a church belonging to the Jefults. The regiment of 
Lorrain and Lally, which at this time did not aflemblc both to- 
gether more than 400 men, were remaining in this village fince the 
late attack on the camp. The marines, men, were within the 
hedge, to defend the redoubt of Valdore with the part of the -hedge 
on each hand. The battalion of India, confifting of 500 men, were 
ftationed at the Villenore and at the Ariancopang redoubts, and be- 
tween them. The north-fide of the hedge, with the Madral's re- 
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doubt, as being at the farthefl diftance from the EngliiK camp, was 
trufted to the Sepoys. The horfe, ftlll only 100 riders, were dif- 
perfed in different ports round the limits. The reft of the arm^, - 
^ which, exclufive of the garrifon of Gingee and its out-ports, confifted 
of 500 European\foot, 150 European horfe, and 500 Sepoys, were 
abroad, mort of them waiting to efcort the provifions collected at 
Gingee. 

At midnight the whole of the Englifti army were under arms ; 
a proportional number from each of the different bodies were left 
to defend the camp ; and the main body appointed to march was 
, divided into two brigades, of which the principal officers had the 
. day before reconnoitred the ground of their refpeftive attacks as 
near as the enemy’s out-ports would admit. The regiments of 
Draper and Coote, comprizing both together 1 000 men, 200 of the 
marines, the 1 50 highlanders, with 500 Sepoys, and four field- 
pieces, marched off their ground from the left of the camp at 
three in the morning, and entered into the Red-hill, in which they 
were to take a large circuit round the tamarind-grove, and, coming 
out where neareft, were to attack the Valdore redoubt, and the weft 
fide of the hedge adjoining. Tliis brigade was formed into two 
divirtons ; the grenadiers of the two regiments led the firft, under 
the command of major Robert Gordon ; major William Gordon 
commanded the rear divirton, and colonel Monfon the whole of this 
attack. The other brigade was compofed of the Coromandel battalion 
800, the two French companies 120, the Bombay detachment of 350 
Europeans and Topafl'es, 600 Sepoys, and four field-pieces. They were 
to march from the right, and attack the enemy’s troops ported in Oul- 
garry, a.rd, after routing them, to proceed and feize the Villenore 
redoubt, Jofeph Smith, who fince the departure of Calliaud to Bengal 
was the firft officer on the coaft of the Company’s troops, and a 
few days before had been appointed by the Prefidency of Madrafs 
to the rank of major, commanded this brigade. The cavalry, black 
as well as white, were intended to appear before the Ariancopang 
redoubt during the two other attacks, in order to prevent the troops 
there. from fending detachments to fupport them. 

2 Major 
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Major Smith’s brigade, having much lefs ground to go than 
Monfon’s, did not move until four in the morning. The enemy’s 
entrenchment in front of the village of Oulgarry lay acrofs the ave- 
nue, and they had an advanced poll: in a garden beyond, but a little 
to the right of the entrenchment. Smith, to avoid the immediate 
difcovery of his brigade, as well as the dire<5l fire of the entrenchment 
jalong the avenue of Oulgarry, marched down the Villenore, 
as far as Barthelme’s garden, which lies on the left as you come 
down ; the line then turned and pafled through the garden, which 
brought them half the diflance between the two avenues, when 
the brigade ftruck down through the intervals of fome iiiclo- 
fures, which led to the left of the village of Oulgarry, from whence 
they might likewife take the entrenchment in reverfe; but the two 
French companieswerefentofFimmediately ft-omthegarden tocrofs the 
avenue of Oulgarry, and attack the enemy’s advanced port on the 
other fide of this avenue but were not to begin their attack, before 
the firing commenced upon Oulgarry, which foon happened ; for 
fome black fellows belonging to the French troops, who were afleep 
in the llreets of a ruined hamlet which flood oppofite to the angle 
of the entrenchment, awakened at the wheels of the field-pieces 
which moved in front of the brigade, and fled with the alarm to 
•the troops in Oulgarry, who immediately began to fire from the 
entrenchment, with fix field-pieces in barbette, and with fome aim, 
as the day had begun to dawn. The Englifli field-pieces, which 
were of the fame number and calibre, drew out of the village to 
anfwer them, and were fupported by a part of the line; whilft 
the rcfl pafled on to gain the flank of the village of Oul- 
garry ; when oppofite to it, divifions were detached to attack the cn- 
-clofurcs, which the enemy had lined with troops. In the mean time, 
the two French companies, led by captain Myers, ftormed the advanced 
pofl on the other fide of the road, and feized four pieces of cannon 
which were there, on which the party flationed with them retreated 
in much hurry to the main body at Oulgarry, who, difpirited by 
..their rout, flackened infeufibly the defence of the enclofures, and 
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ceafed firing the field-pieces in the intrenchment acrofs the avenue. 
Major Smith perceived this wavering, fignified it to his troops ? and 
put himfelf at the head of the grenadiers. Wherever he commanded, 
afFeef^ion to the man confpired with duty to the officer. The grena- 
diers ruflied on without firing, forced their way over the enclofures, 
and fell amongft the enemy, dealing their arms with irrefiftible im- 
petuofity, increafed by the difadvantages they had furmounted : all 
the reft entered at other parts, driving the enemy before them acrofs 
the road ; but thofe at the intrenchment had time to fpike up the can- 
non, and then followed the reft, who were running towards a riling 
ground on the other fide of the road, but farther back towards the 
bound-hedge. The main body of the brigade took pofleffion of Oul- 
garry, and were foon after joined by the divifion with captain Myers, 
which had killed fome, and brought prifoners. During this, a body of 
Europeans were deferied advancing dire(5lly towards Oulgarry, in the 
plain between this andtheValdore avenue : their diftiiuftions could not 
be perceived, and the fudden halt of the run-a-ways on the rifing 
ground rendered their appearance very fufpicious. Meflengers after 
meffengers were fent to difeover whether they were friends or foes, 
but none returned before Major William Gordon himfelf came, and 
gave an account that the rear divifion of Colonel Monfbn’s brigade, 
which he commanded, had feparated from the van amongft the 
fand hills in the dark ; and had continued wandering about until 
they heard the fire of the attack at Oulgarry, to which he had 
haftened to give aftiftance ; but it was now too late ; other wife his 
error might have been retrieved by the important fervice of inter- 
cepting the regiments of Lorrain and Lally in the confufion of their 
flight out of Oulgarry, who, in this cafe, would in all probability 
have been deftroyed to a man : during his report, ftrong firing 
was heard at the Valdore redoubt. 

It was fome time before the van of Colonel Monfbn’s brigade 
difeovered the feparation of the rear, which by turning wrong had 
got into windings leading towards the plain ; and Colonel Monfon, 
apprehenfive that the rejundion could not be made before the dawn 
I .. of 
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of day, which was the time deftined for the attack of the Valdore 
redoubt, judicioufly determined to rifquc it with the van divlhon of 
his brigade alone. They defiled out of the fand hill exadly right, 
whilft it was ftill dark, at an opening diredly on a line with the 
weftern fide of the bound-hedge and the redoubt, up to which, the 
road, when near, leads in a lane between two enclofures towards 
the flank of the redoubt. Two field-pieces were in the front of 
the line, followed by the grenadiers of the two regiments of Draper 
and Coote, after whom came the reft of the Europeans, and then 
the Sepoys of the divifion. Colonel Monfon knewt he ground, and 
intended that the line, inftead of advancing through the lane 
between the enclofures, fhould pafs through the enclofure on the 
right, which being a coco-nut garden, was furrounded by a ditch 
and hedge of little interruption ; and the ground within was not 
only firm, but free from underwood, and the trees themfelves have 
no branches. When paft the garden, they were to proceed ftraight 
on to the Valdore avenue, which was not far diftant, and, having 
crofted it, were to file down on the other fide, to gain the left flank 
of the Valdore redoubt ; where, if not difcovered, they could not 
be expelled, and the bound-hedge hereabouts was not fo ftrong as 
on the other fide. The redoubt had a dry ditch, with palifadoes at 
the bottom, and fix embrafures, of which the parapet was fraized. 
The grenadiers were to rufh on, and efcalade the redoubt without 
firing, whilft the reft of the line were, part to fupport them, and 
part to fpread along the bound-hedge, and to force their way through 
wherever they could find openings, or at leaft to continue the fire 
until they had driven away the enemy, who were expefted to line 
and defend the other fide ; the two field-pieces were likewife to aftift 
in this fervice after the grenadiers had pafted them to the efcalade. 
The day had begun to dawn, when the head of the line arrived at 
the two enclofures, and Major Robert Gordon, who, excepting Mon- 
fbn, only knew the courfe of march, and was to lead the grenadiers 
to the aftault, was not prefent : and the grenadiers, wanting orders, 
naturally entered the lane which lay before them. Officers were 
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ftht back to Colonel Monfon, to know what next they were to do^- 
Monfon, exafpeiated'at this fecond ’ miftake in thb condudt of his 
brigade, ran forward to redify it if poffible, or to put himfolf at the 
head of the grenadiers, and lead the aflault. Juft as he reached ’ 
them, the enemy difcovered the line which had got to the end of 
tlie lane, within a hundred yards of the redoubt, which in this flank 
had a twenty-four pounder, double loaded with langrain. They 
fired it, and its execution was terrible, killing eleven men, and 
wounding 26 ; amongft them Colonel Monfon fell, ftruck with a 
piece of iron, which broke both the bones of his leg. The grenadiers', 
inftead of being difmayed, or now hefitatlng for want of order, of 
their own motion, rufhed to the efcalade ; and the officers,- of their 
own judgement, got the line as fall' as they could out of the en*- 
clofed way, and led them to the hedge, when- the attack and de- 
fence foon became general and extenfive ; but ' the aflault of the 
grenadiers flopped the firing of the cannon from the redoubt, which 
otherwife would have continued to enfilade the troops attacking the 
hedge. The. grenadiers, although feverely galled by mufketry from 
above and in flank, perfifled after feveral-repulfes, and at length 
forced their way through the embrafures of the redoubt, when the 
troops within quitted it, and ran out of the gorge ; on which aH 
defending the hedge abandoned their pofls likewife, and the whole 
hurried in diforder to gain the glacis of the town. 

The regiments of Lorrain and Lally continued fome minutes on 
the rifing ground, in as much uncertainty as Major Smith’s brigade, 
who the troops of Major William Gordon’s divifion might be ; but 
remained firm until they heard the firing at the Valdore redoubt, 
when comprehending the whole difpofition of the attack, they 
marched off in hafle, regained the avenue, and retreated to the re- 
doubt of Villenore. Major Smith immediately followed them with 
his brigade, prefling fo clofe on their rear, that they pafled through 
the winding of the hedge, without flopping to defend or reinforce 
the redoubt ; this trepidation caught the guard, who, after dif- 
charging the guns of their loads upon the brigade as it was advanc- 
ing 
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ing to the poft, retired with the regiments to the glacis of the 1760. 
town. Major Smith immediately took poffeffion of the redoubts, o' — 
and was foon after joined by the Highlanders commanded by Major 
Scot, who belonging to Monfon’s attack had forced their way 
through the hedge between the Valdore and the Villenor© redoubts. 

The battalion of India ftill continued at or about the Ariancopang 
redoubt, having entertained no notion of retreating ; but were de- 
terred from making any motion to fupport the other ports, in ex- 
peftation of being attacked themfelves : this however did not happen ; 
for the cavalry of the army under the command of Vaflerot, who 
were intended to make a feint attack upon this quarter, when the 
other two fliould commence, did not appear upon their ground until 
all was finiftied. There was a fmall opening in the hedge about a 
quarter- of mile from the Villenore ^redoubt, where a retrench- 
ment had been thrown up, and the battalion of India kept a guard, 
who abandoned it on the appearance of a party which Major Smith 
detached along the infide of the hedge to attack them in the rear. 

The total lofs furtalned in the two attacks, were 115 Europeans 
killed and wounded, which fell nearly equal in both brigades, but 
in Monfon’s heaviert amongrt the grenadiers, of whom, belides rank 
and file, a lieutenant and an enfign were killed. The Sepoys fuffered 
much lefs, having been very little expofed. The French lofs was 
not known ; but they fuffered mort at the attacks of Oulgarry, where 
fome were likewife made pri loners. 

The Bombay detachment of 350 men were rtationed to guard 
the three ports in the hedge, and the body of the army aflembled 
and encamped in the paddy-fields to the left of Oulgarry, The 
fituation was ill cliofen, being commanded by higher grounds, 
and liable to be fwamped on the firrt rain ; hut the talents of Major 
Robert Gordon were inadequate to the general command, which 
devolved on him by the incapacity to which Colonel Monfon was 
reduced by his wound. Major Jofeph Smith advifed that the 
whole of the Company’s battalion, 1000 men, fliould remain in 
the village of Oulgarry to cover the three ports in the hedge ; 
and that their gorges, which were open, fliould be retrenched, 
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withbnt delay, and fufficient day remained tb aecomplifll thb 
work ; bnt Robert Gordon, from the falfe (hame of ignorance, would 
not fee the neceffity : and in the enluidg night, the enemy made a 
vigorous attack on all the three polls, which they would have car- 
ried, had not the guards defended them, as dearly purchaled, with, 
the utmoll refolution, until reinforced by the picqucts from the camp,, 
when the enemy retreated. Seventeen or eighteen Europeans of the 
Bombay detachment were killed in this defence ; the enemy’s lofs 
was not known, but could not be lefs. Had they attacked with 
their whole force, the redoubt would have been retaken, for the 
guards, inferior in number, had no advantage of defences on tlie 
lide towards the town, and the main body of the army, exhauHed 
with fatigue, and dead with deep, were at too great a dillance to 
have come up in time to lhare the contell. 

Two days after, the battalion of India retreated from their ftations 
at the hedge near the Ariancopang redoubt ; but the ufual guard 
continued in the redoubt, and the ufual garrlfon in the fort of Ari- 
ancopang on the other lide of the river. But the enemy receiving 
intelligence that preparations were making in the camp to attack the 
fort, the garrlfon evacuated it on the 13th at noon, and as they 
were going off fprung a mine, which blew up the ballion to the 
eafl with part of the rampart, and laid the body of the place open. 
They retreated to the glacis of the town, where the main body of 
the army lay encamped, and had been reinforced by the arrival of 
fevcral liriall efcorts with provifions, which the removal of the 
Englllh army from Perlmbc had encouraged to venture round the 
Red Hill ; the guard Hill continued at the redoubt of Ariancopang. 

The troops wdiich Mahomed Iflbof appointed to attack the dillridls 
of Dindigul from Madura, were 300 horfe, 1500 Sepoys, and 3000 
Peons ; but as moft of them had firll to march from Tinnivelly,, 
it was the middle of July befoi'e they commenced hoftilities, when, 
palling by Sholavanden, they reduced feveral fmall pods, command- 
ing defiles, but weakly garrifoned, until they arrived at a more con- 
llderable fort, called Battal Gunta, 1 2 miles to the s. e . of Dindigul, 
which made more relidance ; and the troops of Madura having only 
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mail guns, with mvch difficulty made a kind of breach, which 
hey ftormed, and carried on the firft day of AuguO: ; and irrimc- 
liately began to repair and add better works, but had not coinpleated 
hem before the troops of Dindigul were reinforced from Myfore, 
nd taking the field encamped within fight of Battal Gunta, in 
^^hich the troops of Madura had kept a garrifon, but the main body 
ay without the walls. 

^he equipment and departure of the troops which accompanied 
he Nabob into the Carnatic, and the fubfeqiient afliftances fent to 
[.arical, bad left the government and garrifon of Tritchinopoly fb 
lare of men, money, and ftores, that Captain R. Smith could not 
indertake the expedition he had propofed againft the Myforeans, 
intil all thefe wants were fupplied, which depended intlrely on his 
wn refources, for although the Prefidency and Colonel Coote ap- 
roved and recommended to him the motf aftive exertions againft 
le Myfore territory, he received no affiftance either of money from 
le one nor of troops from the other ; fo that the preparations nc- 
sflary for the expedition prevented him from taking the field until 
ae 6th of Auguft. His force was 50 Europeans, with two guns, 
ad four cohorns, 700 Sepoys from the garrifon of Tritchinopoly ; 
00 horfe, and 1000 peons armed with match-locks, moftly fent by 
"ondiman, a few belonging to the Nabob, the reft to Tanjore ; and 
Doo colleries from the neighbouring Polygars, who were content 
) ferve on very flight ftipend, in expe<ftation of ample plunder in the 
rtile diftri 61 s they were going to invade. This army proceeded along 
le fouthern bank of the Caveri, and on the 13th came before Pudi- 
)tah, a mud fort, fituated on the bank of this river, about 40 miles 
• the weft of Tritchinopoly, which, with other diftrl<fts, the Nabob 
ad ceded to the Myforeans, when his allies, in the war of 1753. 

On their arrival, a report prevailed, that a large body of troops 
ere marching from Seringapatam to Caroor. The garrifon at 
adicotah, converting this news into hourly expeftation of relief, 
Dod on the defenfive, and having three guns, obliged Captain 
nith to raife a battery, which, having nothing but field-pieces 

mount, would not have foon produced much efFed: : but, by 
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the time the battery opened, the garrifon had lavHhed away all 
their powder, and capitulated. The lofs fuAained in the attack 
was only three men wounded. The next day Captain Smith, with 
400 of Sepoys, and two Cohorns, paffed the Caveri to reduce lioor, 
a fort htuated on the other bank, ten miles beyond Pudicotah; 
but the garrifon evacuated it on his appearance. From hence he 
marched againft Caroor, the principal object of his expedition. 

Caroor is htuated yo miles weft of Tritchinopoly, and ftands on a 
plain five miles to the fouth of the Caveri, but near another river, 
which fall into the Caveri at that diftance to the north. The river of 
Caroor was the ancient boundary between the dominions of Tritchi- 
nopoly and Myfore ; and this conterminal fituation, under the fe- 
curity of a ftrong fort, and its rule over a rich and extenfive diftrift, 
had formerly rendered it a place of great mercantile refort and opu- 
lence, and it ftill continued populous with fome wealthy inhabitants. 
The river continues at the diftance of 800 yards oppofite to the 
fouth fide of the fort, and 1000 yards beyond, turns fliort, and ftrikes 
dire<ftly eaft : 'along this part, after the turning, and clofe to the bank, 
extends the pettah, which likewifo has the other courfe of the river 
on the fouth fide ; but not fo near; the extent of the pettah along 
the river, from fouth to north, is 1000 yards, and recedes from it 
about 500, fo that the efplanade between the pettah and the fort is 
500 yards acrofs. This ground is interfe£led by two water-courfes 
derived from the river to the fouth, one of which pafles clofo to the 
weft fide of the pettah, and turns along the north-fide until it rejoins 
the river to the eaft, and thus ferves as a ditch on the w. and n; the 
other water-courfe lies midway between the fort and the pettah, and 
ftrctches to the north much farther out into the plain. The whole 
of the pettah is inclofod by a mud wall with towers, but of little 
defence. 

The fort is built of ftone, and is nearly a fquare of 600 yards. It 
has fquare towers in the curtain, and baftions at the four angles, 
behind each of which ftands a cavalier, or round tower of folid ma- 
fonry, which rifcs ten feet higher than the baftion. The whole fort 
is furrounded by a dry ditch, of which the counterfcarp is faced 
4 with 
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with ftone ; and on the other fide is lined by the foot of the main 
wall of the curtain, without berm or fauflebraye ; excepting along 
that part of the rampart, which extends from the left of the great 
gateway in the middle of the eaftern fide to the baftion in the n. e. 
angle, and round it half-way along the northern wall ; in which 
extent a flip of dry ground, 20 yards broad on the eaftern fide, 
and 40 on the northern, is left as a place of arms, and Ikirted with 
a parapet wall, with loop-holes for mufleetry ; and round this wall 
the ditch, leaving the body of the fort, continues. There was no 
glacis, but a clear cfplanade of 400 yards round. The garrilbn 
confifted of 800 horfe, 1000 Sepoys, 1000 matchlock-men, and 
a great multitude of colleries which had been drawn from the 
hills towards Dindigul. Moft of thefe troops were aflemblcd in 
the pettah, and manned the walls on the appearance of Captain 
Smith’s detachment, which came in lighten the 17th, in the morn- 
ing, approaching from the eaftward ; the river, although it had no 
where more than three feet water, was three hundred yards in 
breadth. 

The neceffity of prefervingthe communication with Tritchinopoly 
required that the army fliould command the river during the at- 
tack of the fort ; which if advancing from a diftlrcnt point of fup- 
port, they might have attacked outright at once on the weftern face; 
and as the pofleffion of the pettah would beft fecure the river. Cap- 
tain Smith prudently made this his firft obje( 5 t. If the pettah were 
attacked on the eaftern fide, the river was to be pafled under the fire 
of this front ; if on the north or fouth, the attack would be ex- 
pofed to the additional fire in flant or flank from the fort ; which 
outvalled the paflage of the river, as tire ground on the eaftern 
fliore was higher than the eaftern fiice of the pettah, which de- 
fended the paflage. Accordingly the attack was made on this 
fide. The field pieces were pofted in the higher ground. The troops 
were formed into three divifions. The cavalry compofed the left ; 
the auxiliary foot the right; the Sepoys and Europeans the center. 
All entered the river in this order, fupported by a brifk fire from the 
artillery. The enemy feemed difpoled to difpute the paflage, and 
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from the rampart of the pettah kept up a coiiftant hut ill-dire£ted 
agaiuft the center dlvifioii ; hut the cannon-fhot penetrating through 
their parapet did much execution, and feeing the columns to the 
right and left far advanced in the bed of the river, they became ap- 
prehenfive that their retreat to the fort might be expofed to thefe 
bodies of horfe and foot on each hand ; and abandoned the defence, 
returning to the fort before either of the columns had crofled the 
river; but they had killed and wounded fome Sepoys in the pafTage. 

Tlic plunder was given up to the troops without referye ; but they 
found little of any value, excepting grain, of which the whole crop 
of the country was in the town, but no merchants to buy it, nor had 
the troops means to fend it away. The ftrength of the fort, and 
the fmall number of Europeans with Captain Smith, on whom, 
neverthelefs, the fuccefs of the attack muft depend, determined 
him to proceed with all the caution neceflary to their prefervation, 
by opening trenches ; and more artillery was ordered from Tritchi- 
nopoly. The convenience of the pettah determined the point of 
attack agaiiift the fouth-eart bafhon, and as ufual againft its fa- 
lient angle : the efplanade in this line w'as interrupted about half 
way between the pettah and the ditch by fome ftraw huts, to which 
the enemy had fet tire, but left the mud-walls handing. The next 
morning, which was the 20th, a party of Sepoys were ported there, 
but a ftrong fally of horfe and foot obliged them to retire, and the 
enemy remained in the port : the field pieces advanced, and drove 
them from it, and it was again taken poliertion of by the Sepoys : 
in a few hours the enemy made a fecond attempt, but were beaten 
off with lofs. The fituation being exactly proper for the breachlng- 
battery, an entrenchment was thrown round it, and a trench of 
communication continued to it from the pettah, to preferve the 
troops from the fire of the fort, which was inceflant, as well from 
their cannon as fmall arms. On the 23d the artillery with much 
difpatch arrived from Tritchinopoly ; they were one eighteen- 
pounder, twm field twelve-pounders, one eight, and one nine-inch 
mortar, with five cohorns ; and by the next morning the breaching- 
J?attery was compleated, and another in the rear to the right, to en- 
filade 
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filade the fbuth curtain with ricochet. Both opened at fun-rife, 1760. 
the breaching with fix guns, the mortars and cohorns ; the ricochet October 

with two field-pieces ; the fort returned with firmnefs, and with 
rtluch vivacity, and the advantage of a crofs fire from the s. w. baf- 
tloh and cavalier on the left, and from the mafs of mafonry of the 
gateway on the right. On the 26th the approaches were carried 
on to within forty yards of the ditch, when the fire of the enemy’s 
mufquetry growing flrong and fure. Captain Smith ordered the re- 
mainder of the trenches to be conduced by double fap, which is 
with earth and gabions on each fide. The fmall number of Euro- 
peans in the detachment, with the inexperience of mofi: of them in 
carrying on trenches, and the continual fire of the fort by night, as 
well as by day, rendered the progrefs of the double fap extreme- 
ly tedious, infomuch, that feven days werc^ employed in carrying 
it, although not more than 200 yards of work, to embrace the 
angle of the counterfearp, and to fprlng a mine, which blew it 
into the ditch. 

It was perhaps the firfi: time that the Myforeans had ever feen an 
enemy advancing under cover to the foot of their walls, and notwith- 
flanding the novelty of the attack, they fufpe^lcd, which was true, 
that the fort might be entered by the fame means ; this apprehenfion, 
with the ruin that had been committed in a large traft of country 
round Caroor by the matchlock-men and horfe of Tondiman and 
Tanjore, and the whole body of collcries, who had every day been 
making excurfions, prompted the governor to propofe terms for the 
ceflation of hoftilities. He began by difavowing any participation 
of the King with the body of troops which had joined the French 
in the Carnatic, and declared Hyder Ally, whom he ftiled a rebel, 
the author of that alliance and expedition ; in confequence, he 
wanted a temporary and conditional furrendcr. Several mcflhges 
pafled, in the intervals of which the attack and defence was re- 
newed ; at length the elghteen-poundcr, the only piece of effcflur.l 
battery, burft, and the breach was not yet pradicable, which in- 
duced Captain Smith to agree to the following conditions : “ That 

an Englifli ferjeant, and fixty Sepoys, ihould immediately be put 
2 in 
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“ in pofl'effion of the baftion attacked, and the Englllh colours 
“ hoifted in the fort. That the Englifh army fhould remain in the 
“ .pettah„ or any where elfe out of the fort, keeping guards at the 
“ countcrfcarp of the ditch, for twenty days ; during which, if no 
“ orders arrived from Madrafs to deliver the fort again to the gover- 
“ nor, it was to be evacuated by the garrifon, who, in confideration 
“ of their gallant defence, were to carry away their arms and horfes ; 
“ but all provifions and {lores belonging to the government of 
“ My fore were to be left in the fort. If in this interval an army ap- 
“ proached from My fore, the garrifon were in like manner to evacuate 
“ the fort to the Englifli troops : four hoflages were to be given by 
“ the garrifon, until the conditions were ultimately decided, and an 
“ European deferter was to be furrendered.” This capitulation was 
figned on the 2d of September, and the Englifh Sepoys immediately 
took pofleffion of the baflion attacked. 

Captain Smith in his interview with Boniapah, the governor of 
the fort, was convinced that the king of Myfore had no concert in 
the affiflance which Hyder Ally had fent to the government of Pon- 
dicherry ; and Boniapah having no doubt from the articles of capi- 
tulation that Caroor would be reflored to the king, proferred to 
withdraw the garrifon to Namcull, a fort 20 miles to the north, and 
there wait the orders of Seringapatam, and Fort St. George ; to which 
Captain Smith confented under the reflridlion, that none of the 
garrifon fhould aft againfl the Englifli until the fate of Caroor was 
determined at Fort St. George. Accordingly all the Myfore troops 
evacuated the place the fame day. The acquifition was valuable and 
important.; for, befides that its revenues amounted to 44,000 1. a 
year, it hlgjily aggravated the refentment of the miniflry of My- 
fore againfl Hyder Ally, as the author of the lofs. 

Hoflilities had continued in this interval between the Myforeans of 
Dindigul, and the troops of Madura. The Myforeans continued the 
attack of Battle Gunta for fix days, and having driven away the troops 
which fupported it without, carried the fort itfelf by affmlt ; but 
the defence had been maintained with refoJution ; for in the courfe 
of it 30 Sepoys and 20 horfemen had been killed and wounded ; and 
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of the Peons 50 wounded, and 40, with an officer of note, killed. The 
Madura troops retired to a fort three miles diftant, called Gadamcotah, 
one of thofe which they had taken from the Myforeans, and were there 
joined by a reinforcement from Madura, which had marched to relieve 
Battle Gunta, but came too late ; this addition rendered the whole 
body equal to the Myforeans, againft whom they marclied, beat up 
their camp, took their ajtillery, recovered pofleffion of Battle Gunta, 
and advanced to reduce the other ports towards Dindigul. 

The capitulation of Caroor arrived at Madrafs on the 1 3 th of Septem- 
ber. On the fame day intelligence was received from Captain Prefton, 
that the body of Myforeans, which had continued with the F rench 
troops at Gingcc, had moved from thence with all their baggage ; 
and on the i ith the French troops followed, both proceeding in the 
road to Thlagar. The prelidency were by^hls time convinced that 
the king of Myfore and Hyder Ally were at utter variance ; but 
confidered, that either they might reconcile their dirterences, or that 
Hyder, as was mort probable, would predominate ; and in either of 
thefe cafes, other fchemes might be formed by the Myfore rtate to 
balance, as formerly, the contert between the two European nations, 
againrt which Caroor in their own hands would be the bert indemnity. 
They therefore ordered Captain Smith to keep pofleffion, rtill with 
profeflion of amity to the king, but neither to give any aifirtance, 
nor oppofe any force which the king might fend againrt Hydci 
Ally, but rather to employ his detaclimcnt fcparatcly againft the 
troops of Hyder Ally, if the opportunity fhould occur. 

Colonel Coote was not embarked for Bengal, when the news of 
the fuccefs againft the bound-hedge arrived at Madrafs, and with it 
Colonel Monfon reprefented the incapacity in which he was likely 
to remain for feveral months of adllng in the field, and requerted 
that Colonel Coote might relume the command of the army. 
The Prefidency fecondlng the requert, he confcnted, and ar- 
rived in the camp on tlic night of the 20th ; where he found 
the army in the greateft difeontent, cfpccially the black troops, for 
the want of provilions, owing to the avarice of the renters appointed 
by the Nabob in the conquered countries, who, forciceing that the 
Voj.. II. 4 S price 
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price of grain would rile, fufFered none to be brought to the camp. 
Sicknefs likewiTe prevailed, and with the wounded there were 600 
Europeans in the hofpital. 

The next day Colonel Coote caufed the gorges of the redoubts in 
the bound-hedge to be fortified, and fixed polls in proper llations in 
the higher ground round the camp : from whence on the 23d, a 
detachment of 200 rank and file, with the company of pioneers, 
a great number of cooleys and carpenters, marched to a hillock of 
land, which Hood half a mile from the fea, and at the dillancc of a 
mile dire£lly oppofite to the Madrafs redoubt in the north fide of 
the bound-hedge. Here they were to remain, and raife a large re- 
doubt on the table of the hill, capable of containing five hundred 
men. On the 27th in the forenoon. Colonel Coote advanced, 
with his ufual efcort of three companies of Sepoys, and 300 
black horfe, towards the Ariancopang redoubt, at which the 
guard took panic, and firing, off the guns before the party were 
within point-blank-lhot, abandorted the poll, of which Colonel 
Coote took poflelfion, and leaving the Sepoys in it, returned in 
the afternoon with workmen to retrench the gorge; on whole 
appearance the town cannonaded and threw Ihells, but without 
effefl, and the gorge was compleated the next night. Early in the 
morning of the 29th, 400 of the enemy’s Europeans, with two 
field-pieces, marched from the glacis to recover the redoubt, and 
made various attempts, in all of which they were repuifed, until 
they perceived two companies of Sepoys marching oil their right 
to gain their rear, whom Colonel Coote, who was always early 
abroad, had fent from the Valdore redoubt; on which the 
enemy retreated, but as they were going off received the fire of the 
Sepoys, who were themfelves expofed to a llrong, but dillant fire 
from the town. The enemy had two officers and I'even private killed, 
and the adjutant of the Lorrain regiment with 1 8 wounded. None 
were killed in the redoubt, and only one Sepoy in the plain. 
Fifty Europeans were appointed to be the guard in future, as fuffi- 
<;ient for the hidden defence, until reinforced ; and more would have 
2 been 
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been unneceffarily expofed to the fire of fliot and fhells, which Con- 1760, 
tinned and reached from the town. ^ 

In that part of the limits, which is immediately behind the M4- September, 
drafs redoubt, was a regular village of feveral ftreets, .called, from 
its intention, the Blancherie, in which all the cloths purchafed for 
the French company at Pondicherry were bleached, and warehoufes 
were built in the village to receive them. As thefe buildings would 
not only afford fhelter but convenience to the Engilfh troops, the 
enemy refolved to deftroy them, and to ftrengthen the Madrafs re- 
doubt, with the ground about it. They began to demolifli on the 
30th df September, of which Colonel Coote received intelligence, and 
faw the intention. He went the next day, with his ufual efcort of Odober. 
Sepoys and black horfe, as if he only Bheant to review the progrefs 
of the redoubt he had ordered to be railed to the north of the 
hedge, in which Major Jofeph Smith commanded for the week. 

After dinner, both officers mounted their horfes, and proceeded 
^vith the efcort along the ftrand of the fea, towards the limits 
of Pondicherry, as if they only meant to reconnoitre. The bound- 
hedge ceafeth at fome diftance from the water-mark, and left an 
opening on the fand, which the enemy had negleiled to clofe or 
obffrudl. As foon as near this opening. Colonel Coote ordered the 
Sepoys to form in three parties, and the horfe to divide equally with 
them ; but the Sepoys having entertained no fufpicion that they 
were led to fuch an attack, boggled ; on which he ordered the horfe 
to cut down whoev'er refufed to advance, or attempted to run away ; 
and the Sepoys, afhamed of their backwardnefs, recovered their 
fpirlt. Two of the dlvihons went off to the right, one to force 
throitgh the bound-hedge, 500 yards beyond the Madrafs redoubt 
on its left, the ctlier to attack the redoubt itfelf, whilft Colonel 
Coote with Jofeph Smith remained along the I'ea-fhore, ready to 
pufh, and' gain the rear' of the hedge, and all the three attacks were 
to be made irt the fame time. There were fbme fmall pieces of 
cannon in the redoubt, and feveral guards of Sepoys along the infide 
-of the hedge, all of which kept up a conflant fire, but at too great 
a diflance, wlxllfl the two parties fent to the right were advancing 
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to the ground oppofite their refpe6live attacks. All bore down 
properly, as it had been concerted. Colonel Coote’s attack 
eafily puflied round, and that on the right through the hedge ; 
and as Toon as within both advanced, driving the guards before 
them, to gain tlie rear of the redoubt, againfl; which the divihon 
which attacked it had not lucceeded, having more difficulties and' 
refinance to encounter ; but as foon as the guard faw the danger 
approaching from either hand within the hedge, they abandoned the* 
redoubt, and retreated haftily into the warehoufes of the bleaching* 
town, which flood within 200 yards inclofed with a high wall. Five 
Sepoys were killed, and the fame number wounded in the different 
attacks. All the three companies, with an Enfign, were left at the' 
redoubt; Colonel Coote and Major Smith returned, the Major to his- 
port, the Colonel to the camp, from whence he fentoff a party of pio- 
neers with gabions and fafeines under the command of Enfign- Mac- 
mahon, to clofe and retrench the gorge of the redoubt ;■ but they 
were firft to proceed to Major Smith’s poll, from whence they 
were to be accompanied by a detachment'of European fbldiers : but 
Macmahon, miftaking his orders^ did not call for this neceffary 
reinforcement. In war more than in all the other occupations of 
man, negie(5l rarely fails to bring on its own punifhment. 

At midnight, whllfl the pioneers were at work, they were fud- 
denly attacked by 400 Europeans, and 600 Sepoys, detached from 
the town. The Enfign, a Dane, who commanded the Sepoys in 
the redoubt, abandoned it on the firft onfet, in which Enfign 
Macmahon was killed; and the pioneers, furprized and defencelefs, 
efcaped as they could ; what Sepoys were within the redoubt 
jumped out ; but the greateft part, who were ftationed round, en- 
couraged by a Subahdar named Coven Naig, kept with him, and 
gained the plain at fpme diftance without fright, where they formed, 
under his diredion, and followed him to recover the poft. 'They 
mounted the outfide of the rampart, gained footing on the infidel 
kept it, and continued a hot fire on the area below, efpecially 
towards the gorge. The enemy imputed this refolution to 
much greater numbers than they expelled, and than really were at 
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the poft, and in this fuppofition retreated to the bleachiag-houfe^ 
Sooii after came up a ftrong party of Europeans detached on the firft 
firing by Major Smith from his poft to the north. In the different 
adjons from the firft aflault, three private Europeans, befides enfign^ 
Macmahon, were killed, and 30 Sepoys killed and wounded. The 
enemy the next morning ereded a battery of four pieces of cannon 
at the end of a lane, which joined the ftreet of the Blancherie, lead- 
ing as well as that in a ftraight line to the rear of the redoubt, on 
which they continued firing two days without killing any of the 
guard, and then having other occupations they defined ; fome muf- 
ketry ftill continued in the bleaching houfe, but were driven out the. 
next day, and abandoned the village. 

The acq^ifition of the Madrafs redoubt compleated the entire poflef- 
fion of the bound-hedge from the fea-fhore^o the north, as far as 
the river of Ariancopang to the s.- e. ; and turned againfl the town, 
with every advantage, the line of circumvallatlon intended for its 
defence. But the- ground to the fouth along the courfe of the river, 
from the redoubt of Ariancopang to the lea, was ftill open, and the 
river fpreading over fheets of fand, which were often dry, was at all 
times, excepting in the rainy feafon, fordable; and to fee u re the. 
paflage, Mr. Lally had fome months before eredted a redoubt which 
he called St. Thomas in a fmall Iftand of fand in the river, oppolite 
to the center of thi» tace of the town, and about 300 yards from the 
walls. The rains were now approaching, and the redoubt, if im- 
mediately taken pofleftion of, could not be maintained by the Engllfli 
army after the river fhould fill, and as ufual overflow the country ; 
for which reafon Colonel Coote deferred the reduction of it, until, 
the rains weix pafled. In the mean time eflbrts were ftill to be 
apprehended to bring provifions into the town ; for the French, 
troops, which had followed the laft divifion of the Myforeans to- 
'I'hiagar, continued there ; and although the main body of the. 
Myforeans had left Thiagar, no intelligence was yet received of their 
departure to their own country. 

The French force which had marclied to Thiagar, was 400 
JEuropcan foot, 250 European horle, and 1000 Sepoys, The 
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little army of oblervation, under the command of Captain 
Preftoii, was not equal to an open encounter with this force ; he, 
however, with his ufual aflivity, determined to give them all the 
interruption in his power, and ordered Captain Martin, who, with 
the free company of 50 Frenchmen, was abroad with the Polygar of 
Ventivalum in the hills to the Ibuth of 'Gingee, to hang in the rear 
of the ejiemy’s march ; and moved himfelf with the main body of his 
divifion from Ratlagrammon, to watch their motions at Vicravandi, 
left they ftiould turn, and lay wafte the recovered diftri£ls between 
this place and Verdachilum. Martin knowing the country, and ufing 
the night, picked up twelve Europeans of riie French troops: Tliey 
reached the Panar juft as it was fweiled by a fudden flood ; and per- 
fifting neveithelefs to crofs it, fbme of them were carried away and 
drowned in the ftrcam, which the Myforeans had pafled with eafe 
before the fi'elhes came down^ As loon as Puefton was arrived at 
Vicravandi, the garrifon remaining at Gingee marched and aftault- 
ed Ratlagrammon, in winch had been left only two companies of 
Sepoys, who defended the poft with refblution, and obliged the 
enemy to retire, after they had loft fourteen Europeans killed in the 
attack, and leaving an officer and three wounded, who were made 
■ prifoners. Prefton receiving intelligence, that the French troops and 
the Myforeans were affembled at Thiagar, returned from Vicra- 
vandi to Raltagrammon, left they fhould return friddenly during 
his ablcnce, and- attempt to move to Pondicherry with the convoy of 
bullotks which ftill continued at Ginsjef:. 

By this, time the prefidency knew the caufe of the departure of 
‘ the laft body of Myforeans from Gingee to Thiagar, but were not 
able to account for the march of the French troops fo far to 
the weftward, at a time when their utmoft efforts became every day 
more necefl'ary to efcort the provifions they had collefted, into Pon- 
dicherry. 

In the beginning of the year, Balagerow, the general and regent of 
, the Morattoes, lent an army of 8000 horfe, and the fame number of 
foot, with cannon, uader the command of an officer of fervice, 
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named Vizvazypiiit, which crofled the Kriftna in the month df 
February^ and advancing to the fouthward flopped frequently to 
exa£l contributions from forts and ftrong-holds in tlie way ; feveral 
of which, on denial, they took. In the beginning of June they 
halted and encamped at Chinabalabaram, on the confines of Myfore 
to the N.-E. and not far from the hills to the n. w. of the Carnatic, 
from whence Vizvazypunt fent letters, fignifying expedlations of 
money, but profering afiiflance to the Nabob Mahomed Ally ; and 
others to the king of Myfore, demanding with more authority 
the arrears of the chout, or tribute, to which the Morattoe nation 
pretends a right from all the countries in the peninfula. At this 
time Hyder Ally, at Seringapatam, the capital of Myfore, had, as 
if in dilguft, refigned his employments of general and minifter : he; 
had foine time before concluded his treaty N^ith M. Lally, and fent 
off the body of 4000 Myforeans, which came to Pondicherry under 
the command of his brother-in-law Mu£toon Saheb ; relying on this 
alliance, and his own courage, he was fo aflbred of his importance 
and fafety, that he abided at a town within three miles of Seringa- 
patam, with all his family of women, attended only by 300 horfe- 
men, who were of proved fidelity and refolution. Agents accompanied 
the letters of Vi^va^ypunt, with whom the king concerted, that 
their mafter fliould move with his- army to Seringapatam, as if to 
halfea by intimidation the levy of a large contribution, which the 
king had privately coufented to pay. Hyder Ally fuppofed, that 
their approach would r einlfate him in the command of the king’s 
forces to oppofe them, and difoovered when near, that the Morat- 
toes had engaged to feize his perfon ; on which he mounted in the 
dead of night, accompanied by fome of his horfemen, and left his 
whole family behind. Some Morattoes followed them, ■ whom he 
GUt-ftripped, and the next day arrived at Bangalore, a ftrong city 
60 miles to the north of Seringapatam. Being the bringer of his 
own errand, he had time, and found means to engage fotne of the 
officers, who prevailed on the reft to declare they would abide by 
his fortunes ; and in confequence they (hut the gates. From this 
jetreat he immediately- fent orders to his farotber-in'-iswv, to quit the 
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1760. Carnatic with all the troops under his command, and to march, 
avoiding the Morattoes, to Bengalore. Muftoon Saheb had received 
the letters, when he moved from Pondicherry on the i6th of Au- 
guft ; but concluding Hyder^AJly to be in fafety for a while at Ben- 
galore, and believing either that a reconciliation would take place 
between him and tlie King, after the retreat of the Morattoes ; or 
otherwife, that Hyder Ally might think it moft expedient to come 
himfelf, and join the French, for the fake of the ceffions ftipulated 
hi the treaty; he determined, although not to return to Pondicherry, 
to continue in ithe Carnatic, and in confequence employed, as we 
havefeen, his troops again ft Trinomaly, and other places in that part 
of the country, until he received, in the beginning of September, far- 
ther intelligence from Hyder Ally, which left no alternative to his de- 
parture ; on which he recalled the 800 horle which were at Gingee, and 
without folicitation, with an Integrity race in the politics of India, 
requefted the French force to accompany them in order to receive 
back the pofteffion of the fort of Thlagar, which he without ftipula- 
tlon tendered of his own accord. On their arrival there on tlie 
13th of September, he fulfilled his word, claiming only on oc- 
cafion their future afiiftance, and three days after marched away 
with his whole force to join his brother. The French left 200 Eu- 
- ropean foot, and five companies of Sepoys in Thiagar, and the reft, 
being the fame number of foot, 1 50 European horfe, and three com- 
panies of Sepoys, returned to Gingee. 

The reftitution of Thiagar, and the departure of the Myfore troops 
out of the province, confirmed the veracity of the king’s difavowal 
of any participation in that expedition, and the Prefidency repeated 
their orders to Captain Smlthiind the troops of Madura to ceafe hof- 
tillties in the Mylbre .diftri<£ls. Previous to the receipt of thefe or- 
ders, Captain Smith had fent a detachment from Caroor, againft a 
fort called Pudicotah, different from that lie had taken in his ap- 
proach. It ftands nine miles to the n. e. of Caroor on tlie fouth 
bank of the Caveri. The garrifon evacuated it on the appearance of 
the detachment, who left a party to hold it, and returned to Caroor. 
The want of money prevented any farther operations ; for, althoug’h 
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the revenues of the country reduced exceeded 300,000 rupees a 
year, the devaftation of the auxiliary horfe and foot which could not 
be reftrained, left no contributions to raife. Captain Smith, there- 
fore, returned with a part of his command to Tritchinopoly, and 
on the way fent off a detachment to reinftate two polygars, who 
had been driven out of their pollams by the troops of Dindigul, from 
whom the detachment met no refifrance, as the governor of Dindigul 
had received orders, in confequence of the capitulation of Caroor, to 
ceafe hoftilities againft the poffeflions of the Nabob. By this time the 
troops of Madura had taken five other forts between Batal Gunta 
and Dindigul, in all feven, and continued to keep pofleflion of them 
until farther orders, encamping their main body at Batal Gunta, 
and keeping flight guards in the others. Captain Smith arrived In 
the beginning of October at Madrafs, to gjve an account of his ex- 
pedition, and the ftate of the conquered country ; and foon after re- 
turned to his command in Tritchinopoly. 

As foon as it was afeertained that the Myforeans had quitted the 
province, Colonel Coote, to fave the heavy expence of tlie black ca- 
valry, difcliarged 500 of them, mofliy thofe brought by Maphuzc 
Khan, which reduced the number to 800, of which 500 w^ere with 
Preflon, and the reft with himl'elf in the camp. A party, with Ibme 
bullocks, advancing from GIngee, arrived on the 2d of Oeftober at 
MalamoodI, a village twelve miles from Pondicherry between the 
river of Ariancopang and the Panar, Intending to pufli into the 
town in the night under the protedion of St. Thomas redoubt. 
On intelligence of their approach, Colonel Coote detached all the 
cavalry in the camp, which, befides the black, were one of the two 
troops of Europeans, to lie in their way : of which the party got 
intelligence, and leaving their bullocks retreated during the night, 
and in their return three officers, who lagged behind in their palan- 
klns, were taken by fome black horfe and Sepoys, which Captain 
Prefton had detached to harrafs the party from Ratalgrammon. 

The army had hitherto continued on the ground between Oul- 
garry and the river of Ariancopang, where they had encamped im- 
mediately after the fuccefs of the bound hedge. This ground is always 
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ovisrflowed in the rainy feafon, of which the figns encreafed every- 
day ; and on the 6th the whole army marched off by the left, and 
encamped on the ridge of the Red-hill, a mile and half nearer the 
bound-hedge than their firft encampment at Perimb^, btt to the left 
of that ground. The heighth and fandy foil of this fituation 
drained and dried the wet as faft as it fell, and fecured at leaft the 
troops from this inclemency under foot, and large caferns of mat 
and bamboo were built to fhelter them from the other. 

At one the next morning, firing of camion and mufketry was 
heard in the road of Pondicherry. Befides fmaller craft, three 
French fhips, the Hermione, the Baleine, and the Compagnie des 
Indes were at anchor before the town, as near the furf as prudence 
permitted, and under the command of loo guns, mounted along the 
works on this fide, and the ftrand, to proteft the road. Thefe fhips 
were intended to wait until the ftormy weather, and then fail to ports 
to the fouthward, and return with provifions, of which the preven- 
tion would in that feafon become precarious, even fhould the Eng- 
lifh fquadron be able to continue in fight of Pondicherry. Mr. Ste- 
vens had for fome time determined to cut them out of the road. His 
fquadron always continued at anchor before Cuddalore. A fortnight 
before the prefent, a night had been fixed ; but the fliips beginning 
to hoift out their boats before it was dark, they were perceived by 
telefcopes from Pondicherry; and men were immediately fent from the 
fJiore to reinforce the French fhips ; which was likewife dlfcovered by 
the fquadron, and obliged Mr. Stevens to defer the defign, until the 
enemy’s fufpicions fhouid have ceafed. In the mean time the Tyger 
of 6o guns was fent to continue near Pondicherry, and anchored a 
little to the fouth, two miles from the fhore. On the niglit of the 
6th, the enterprize was refumed. The boats, fix and twenty, were 
hoifted out after dark, and manned with 400 failors, moftly volun- 
teers, and failed to the Tyger, where all aflembled at 1 2. Soon after 
they perceived the lights in the great cabbin of the neareft fhip, 
the Hermione, extinguifhed, and concluding that the officers were 
gone to reft, fet off for the attack. The boats moved in two divi- 
fions, one allotted to the Hermione, the other to the next fhip, the 
4 Baleine ; 
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Bakine > the attack of the Compagnie des Indes was to depend oit- 
the fijccefs of thcfei. Tc prevent de\dation, the boats of each divi- 
fion moved in a line, holding to one other by ropes. The niches 
of the oars were covered with frelh fheep-lkin, to prevent creaking. 
The watch-word by which the men were to know one another in 
the attack, was Cathchart, a found which few Frenchmen can pro- 
nounce. fe hghtned continually, as ufual in the nights before the 
change of the nnonfoon ; neverthelefs, the divifion to the Hermione 
got within piftol-lhot of her Hern, before they were difcovered ; 
when the boats fcparating, ranged up equally on each fide of the 
fhip, and two went forward to the bows to cut the cables. During 
this approach, all hands in the fhips were up, and firing mulketry 
on the boats, and fhot came from the guns of the Compagnie des 
Indes, which lay to command both the other fhips. The Hermione 
was boarded ki as many parts as there were boats round her. The 
crew, which were 70 Europeans, behaved well, defending thein- 
felves and the fhip with pikes and piftols, when tlie attack came 
hand to hand. The man who firft attempted to cut the cable had 
his head cut off by an officer ftanding to guard it in the bows ; never- 
thelcfs numbers prevailed, and the crew were all driven or tumbled 
down the hatch-ways; for no concert of furrender could take place, 
or be trufted. As foon as they were all down, the hatches were 
doled and centinels fixed over them, and tlien tlic niizen topfail, 
the only fail bent, was fet to carry offi the ffiip, which feveral 
boats were likewife ready to tow : but by this time, the fhore, 
which had waited until the firing of the attack had ceafed in the 
Ihip, began a violent cannonade, of which the lightning direded 
the aim : and fhot continually ftruck : one deflroycd the wheel of the 
rudder, killed the two men who were fleering, and cut the tiller 
rope. The prifoners confined below deterred every one from going 
down into the gun-room to fix another rope to the rudder, and the 
fingle fail was not fufficient to fleer the fhip ; the boats remained 
the only means of carrying her off, and they tugged with fucli 
violence, that they continually fnapt the towing ropes. Mean 
while the fire continued from the fhore. At length, fome imagined 
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that the fhip had no motion, and refilled by a cable and anchor 
concealed under her keel ; on which the officer who commanded 
the attack, refolved to leave her. The prifoners below were told, 
that it was determined to fet her on fire, on which they came up 
readily to be carried off in the boats, which rowed away with them 
to the Tyger. When arrived on board, the captain, Digby Dent, 
laid he ffiould fend his own men, if the divifion did not imme- 
diately return to bring off the (hip. This fpirited rebuke prevailed, 
all the boats fet off again and met the (hip half a mile nearer ; 
for the land-wind had fprung up and was driving her out. 

The difpofitlons for the attack of theBaleine, were the fame, and 
fucceeded more eafily. The crew made little refiftance ; only two* 
men >vere killed before they furrendered. The rudder of the (hip' 
was alhore, but feveral falls were bent to the yards which fufficed 
to move and Aeer her, and (he was brought, and anchored near the 
Tyger, before the Baleine came up. No attempt was made on the 
Compagnie des hides. 

By this time the want of provifions. prefled fo hard, that Mr. 
Lally aflembled a general council, and propofed the immediate 
expulfion of the black inhabitants, who reprefented that their 
fidelity alone to thofe who might condemn them to this fevere ca- 
lamity, had left it in their power to inftift it : by their removal, 
likewife, all the Europeans would be deprived of their domeftlcs ; 
and from thefe confideratlons the aflembly broke up without de- 
cifion ; but fome from fear of the other inconveniences of the 
blockade during the ftormy weather, requefted permiflion of Colonel 
Coote to fend away their families either to the Danilh or Dutch 
fcttlements on the coafl, which were neutral in the war ; and pafl*- 
ports were granted. 

Intelligence was received on the nth, that the garrifon intended 
to march out a detachment of 400 men, to (lorm the Madrafs re- 
doubt in the bound-hedge, and then pu(h on to attack the large re- 
doubt, which the Englilh army had raifed to the north of it ; on 
which the picquets of the camp marched, and took pofl; half-way, in 
order to fall on the rear of the detachment *. being difeovered, the 
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enemy made no motion, but the next day the town fired hotly, but 

without execution, on the Ariancopang redoubt. 

The winds had for fome days veered and ftrengthened ; and on 
the 2 2d and 23d, the two Admirals failed out of the road of Cud- 
dalore with all the Ihips, excepting four, which two days after, on 
fufpicion of ftormy weather, went away likewife.. Their departure 
was unexpefled, becaufe contrary to Mr. Stevens’s declaration,, that 
he would not quit the coaft until compelled by the utmoft ne- 
ceffity, which had not yet come. As foon as they difappeared, the 
Compagnie des Indes, and a (loop which was in the road, prepared 
as had been forefeen to put to fea.. The (hip failed on the 30th to 
bring provifions from Tranquebar, and the (loop armed with (everal 
guns was intended to cruize in the offing for the grain-boats, which 
at this leafon of the year come with tl^e wind and current from the 
northern to the (buthern parts of the coaft, and generally fail in 
fight of the (hore. The four men of war which left Cuddalore on 
the 23d, anchored on the ift of November off of Alamparvah, 
from whence they fell down on the 14th to the road of Pondicherry, 
and gave information, that Mr. Stevens was gone with the other 
12 (hips of the fquadron to refit them in the bay of Trincomaly. 

Captain Prefton, on the 1 8tli of October, detached fome black 
horfe and Sepoys from his poft at Ratlagrammon, who came back 
with 400 head of cattle of thofe collected by the French, which 
were grazing in the country round the pettah of Gingee : The de- 
tachment was neither oppoled or purfued, although a confiderable 
party of the French troops was then in the pettah ready to march. 
This party moved on the 21ft; they were 200 Europeans and 
Coffrees, 400 Sepoys, 100 European, and as many black horfe. 
They croffed the river Panar on its decline, and on their arrival at 
Thiagar, a detachment larger than their number was formed,, and 
marched away, to attack the fort of Chandamungalum, which (lands 
half-way towards Trinomalee; the fort was garrlfoned by four nr 
five companies of Sepoys, with a few Europeans from Chittapet, 
who repulfed the aflault with uncommon ability, having killed 
ten Europeans and 40 Sepoys, and wounded 50 Sepoys and 20 
2 hol ies ; 
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horfes ; after which the French party attempted nothing more, but 
returned to Thiagar. 

Captain Preftoii, on the firft intelligence of theaf motion from 
Gingee, fet out, as before, to follow them with the gteateft part, of his 
three from Ratlagrammon, but when arrived on the 24th near Villa- 
porum, found the river fwelled, and continued on the bank, in expefla- 
tion of its fall ; and on the ill of November, the garrifon of Gingee, 
being ftronger than the force he’ had left at Ratlagrammon, again 
detached a party of 25 European horle and 20 foot with three com- 
panies of Sepoys and forae black cavalry, to drive aw'av all the 
cattle about this place, which by the late captures and purchafes 
made for tlie camp were many herds. Captain Robert Fletcher, 
who commanded during the ahfence of Prefton at Ratlagrammon, 
waited until the enemy began to retreat with the cattle they had 
gathered, when he appeared with 50 black horfe, and three com- 
panies of Sepoys in their rear, and followed them fix miles, but 
as if cautious of coming too clofe to their fire ; which continually 
drew it from them ; when, perceiving that they had almofi: ex- 
pended their ammunition, he approached nearer, and engaged them 
regularly, which they fcarcely fullained, and loon broke, and all their 
Sepoys flung down their arms. Fifteen of them were killed, and 
30 with a Subadar or captain made prifoiiers : of the Europeans, 
lix were bilk'd, or fell wounded, and 1 50 mulkets were collefled. 
The next day, Fletcher, with a ftronger force, marched again 
from Ratlagrammon, and contriving his time, arrived at night, and 
entered the pettah of Gingee, which has but a flight wall, by fur- 
prize, fet fire to it In every part, and met no rcfiftance, except- 
ing the uncertain fire of the cannon from the hills above, and on 
bis return he drove olF a greater number of their cattle than the 
enemy had taken the day before. 

The frequent, although flender attempts and enterprizes, which 
had been made by the body of French troops in the field, in order 
either to fupply Pondicherry with provifions, to* gain plunder, or to 
create diverfions of the Englilh force, had In the whole expended 
more than three hundred Europeans ; moll of the rell were now at 
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Thiagar, and from the force remaining at Gingee, including what the 
garrifon might on occafion fpare, no attempt of convoys to Pon- 
dicherry beyond the provifions of a few days were to be appre- 
hended. They had loft, if ever it lay open, the opportunity, when they 
were in full force. Neverthelefs the number of troops remaining at 
Pondicherry, with the defences and ammunition, ftill fecured the town 
from every danger, excepting famine ; and Mr. Lally not impru- 
dently preferred that the troops he had detached, (hould remain abroad, 
where they might do fome fervice, and would fubfift themlelves, 
rather than return to confume in Pondicherry the flender ftock of 
provifions, of which they had fupplied fo little. He now wifhed 
even to add more to their number for another purpofe, on which 
ill fortune and neceffity obliged him to rely as the likelieft means 
that remained of relieving the diftrefles of Pondicherry. 

The French fquadron, which had left the coaft on the iftof 
Oftober of the preceding year, arrived on the 1 5th of November at 
the ifle of France. This ifland never furnilhed provifions fufficient 
for the fettled inhabitants, and had been lo much exhauftcd of the 
ftores colle£led from abroad, by vi<ftualling the fquadron at their 
departure for the coaft, that little remained to afford them on their 
return ; and this fcarcity had been injudicioufly cncreafed by tlie 
equipment of two vefl'els, which had been font to attack the Englifh 
factories in the gulph of Perfia. In this diftrefs, it was relblved to 
follow the example of the preceding year, and to fend three (hips 
of burthen, under the convoy of the Centaur of 74 guns, belonging 
to the French Company, to purchafe provifions at the Cape of 
Good Hope. But Mr. D’Ache propofed to give the command of the 
Centaur to the captain of the King’s ftiip the Aflif ; on which all the 
captains of the Company’s fhlps of war protefted ngainft this pre- 
ference, as derogatory to their own rights ; and whilft the tedious dif- 
putatlons ufual on fuch occafions were carrying on in writing, witir 
much acerbity and little public zeal, the annual tempeft of the ele- 
ments in this climate aroie in the night of the 27th of January, and 
lafted without intermilfion, and with the utmoft excefs, for ^6 hours. 
Thirty-two vefl'els in the port of Mauritius were torn from their 
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anchors ; but all, excepting one of 30 guns, were ftopped by the 
ooze of the bay from driving on the rocks which fraize the fliore ; 
on which all the fmaller craft were ftranded and wrecked. The 
ruin was greater on the land. All the vegetation of provifions 
above the iurface was deftroyed. The cattle and fowls were walhed 
away by the torrents, or periflied by the inclemency, and of the 
magazines of grain, which are all built of wood, Ibme were over- 
thrown, and the reft opened by the wind to the rain. Three months 
were employed in repairing the damages of the marine and ftiore. 
In this interval, Ibme few proviiions were brought by Ibme trading 
veflels of the colony from Madagafcar, and the furplus of the ifland 
of Bourbon. On the 26th of May it was determined to fend four 
(hips of war, as faft as they could be equipped, in order to fubftft at 
Foul-point in Madagafcar. On the 8th of June, arrived a veflM 
from France, apprhing, that an armament was fitting out in England 
to attack the two iflands of Mauritius and Bourbon ; in confequence 
of which, the French government had fent the regiment of Cam- 
bray, of 700 men, to reinforce them ; and the fquadron, if at Mau- 
ritius, was ordered to continue there ; and, if gone to the coaft, to 
be immediately recalled. Thefe orders determined Mr. D’Ache 
to remain with the greateft part of his (hips for the defence of 
the ifland, but to fend away thofe before allotted to Madagafcar ; 
which, to fave the confumption of victuals, were not to retVKrn to 
the ifle of France, until the 20th of Auguft: if at this time they 
received no directions how to aCt, the council of war might proceed 
to the execution of any fervice, of which the condition of the fliips 
might be deemed capable : meaning to intimate, that they might, 
if they chofe it, go to the coaft of Coromandel. The Centaur 
failed for Madagafcar on the i6th of June, but the other three 
not in lefs than a month after, by which time the regiment of 
Cambray was arrived in feveral of the Company’s fliips from 
France. The news of the ftorm was brought to Pondicherry by 
the Hermione and Baleine in July, but by detaining the failors for a 
while on hoard, the report was kept fecret, until others properly 
fabricated and given out, perfuaded the colony, and the enemy at their 
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gates, that the fquadron ftrongly reinforced from France might be 1760. 
every day expefted on the coaft. In the middle of October, letters 
difpatched from Mauritius to Mahe, on the caaft of Malabar, ar- 
rived from hence, with information of the departure of the four 
Ihips to Madagafcar, and dubious aflurances of their intention to 
come at all events to Pondicherry. Mr. Lally had always regarded 
the operations of the fquadron as fo unzealous and indecldve, that 
he was convinced thefe fliips would not make the effort. He, liow- 
ever, concealed this opinion, and the intelligence concerning the 
fuppofed attack of Mauritius from England ; but gave out tiiat the 
Ihips gone to Madagafcar, and more, might be expedled at Pondi- 
cherry with the regiment of Cambray on board. But, defpaliing 
of the relief he pretended, he perfuaded the Council to conclude a 
treaty for the affiftance of the body of Morattoes under the com- 
mand of Vizvazypunt, which had lately returned from Seringa- 
patam in Myfore to the confines of the Carnatic. 

Vizvazypunt, on his firft approach from the Kriflna, had in April 
fent letters to Pondicherry, tendering the fame affiftance to the French 
as he was offering to the Nabob and the Engllfti: a vague correfpon- 
dence had continued in confequence of thefe overtures ; but, on his 
nearer approach, Mr. Lally fent two agents to his camp. The 
Morattoe required a fum of ready money in hand, and the cefiion 
of the fortrefs of Gingee, which, befides the influence it would give 
Balagerow in the province of Arcot, was the wifh of a national 
point of honour, fince Gingee had, until the beginning of the 
prefent century, been the capital of a race of Morattoe kings, whofe 
dominion extended from the Coleroon to the Paliar. The Council 
empowered the agents to agree that Gingee fhould be delivered to 
him as foon as the Englifh army retreated from Pondicherry, and 
that 500,000 rupees fhould be paid him when his own appeared in 
ftght of the town. All the French troops abroad were to join the 
Alorattoes as foon as they pafled the hills, and entered the pro- 
vince. If thefe terms were not readily accepted, the agents were 
to infinuate that, although the diftrefles of Hyderally had broke any 
farther expedlations of afliftance from him, the king of Myfore him- 
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felf would be glad to obtain Gingee on the fame terms ; when the 
Morattoes would be precluded from the probability of gaining any 
advantage by their expedition to the Carnatic, 

But as the negociation might be protracted, and provHions, even 
for a few days, were become of great importance, Mr. Lally ordered 
the troops abroad to make what effort they could before the rains 
ceafed ; and as Gingee was fo clofely watched by Prefton’s com- 
mand, he directed the main body to continue and aCt from Thiagar, 
from whence, by the diltance, and the nature of the country be- 
tween, their motions would be lefs liable to be afcertained and in- 
terrupted. In the mean time, as well to fave the confumption in 
the town, as to convince the Morattoes that the troops in garrifon 
were more than fufficient to defend it, he refolved to fend out more 
to join thofe already in the field. Accordingly on the night of the 
I ft of November, loo Europeans crofted the river of Ariancopang 
in boats, and were proceeding along the fea-(hore, from whence they 
intended to turn inland, and gain their way to the weft between 
the two rivers, expeCling no interruption, as the rains were almoft 
continual, and had drenched the plain : but in the dole of the eve- 
ning, a guard of Sepoys had been advanced from the fort of Arian- 
copang, and took poft on the ftrand of the fea; they fired on 
the firft alarm upon the French party, who, imagining their force 
greater, and that it had been ftationed on purpofe to intercept them, 
hurried back to their boats, and regained the town : only one of 
the Sepoys was killed ; the enemy’s lofs was not known, but was 
fuppofed to be more. 

Exceflive rain flopped any farther opperations between the Englilh 
camp and the French troops for feveral days, during which, both 
continued intent only on the fea. To oppofe the armed boats of 
the town, fome were equipped in the like manner at Cuddalore, 
which on the 7th took a boat coming with paddy from Tranque- 
bar, and another going thither with effeCls of value ; and intelli- 
gence being received that the ftiip la Compagnie des Indes, with a 
fbhooner and feveral fmaller veflels, were taking in provifions there. 
Commodore Haldan detached two of the men of war with orders 
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to feize them, and every other veffel which had more than the 1 760.- 

provifions of their own diet on board. They came into the road 
on the 8th, where they found the Saliibury of 50 guns arrived 
from Triconomaly, which had anchored clofe to the Compagnie des 
Indes, and kept her under command, waiting orders from the com- 
modore. The Compagnie des Indes ftruck on the flrft fummons ; 
and the fchooner, which was loaded with 400 bags of wheat, and 
fome barrels of falted meat, ran athore. The fmaller veflels in the 
road efcaped to the fouthward ; and the Salitbury failed away with 
the prize to rejoin Admiral Stevens at Triconomaly. The news of this 
lofs was received in Pondicherry with as much concern as a difafter 
in the field. The Danifh government fent deputies to Colonel 
Coote, with a proteft againft the infraction of the neutrality of their 
port ; but were fhewn intercepted letteas, which proved their aflift- 
ance to the French agents, and filenced their remonftrances. 

On the 9th of the month, a ricochet battery of four eighteen- 
pounders was finifhed in a ruined village, 1400 yards to the north, 
between the fea-fide and the bleaching town : the fhot plunged 
along the eaft face of the town, and were anfwered very hotly by 
twelve pieces of cannon, which as well from the diftance, as the 
parapet of the battery, by which the guns were entirely concealed, 
could do no mifehief. 

On the 1 2th, Colonel Coote received information, that a convoy 
was advancing from Thiagar ; they were 24 European and 100 
black horfe, efcorting 100 bullocks, laden with falted beef, and each 
of the horfemen likewife carried a parcel of it at the croup of his 
faddle. They croffed the Panar on the 13th, at fome diftance 
above Trivadi, and proceeded between this and the river of Arian- 
copang ; but imprudently loft time in driving 300 bullocks more, 
which they had taken up in the way. At four in the morning they 
came up near the fort of Ariancopang, and were immediately fur- 
rounded by a detachment of 100 European foot, 40 European and 
150 black horfe, which were waiting to intercept them. The 
officer with one of the troopers was killed, and ten, with more than 
half the black horfe, furrendered ; but the other 1 2 of the European 

4 U a horfe 



698 

1760. 

November. 


The War of Coromandel. Book XIU. 

horfe pufhed to the river, and were ferried over to the town under 
the guns of St. Thomas’ redoubt. To prevent fuch attempts in 
future, 50 Europeans, with a company of Sepoys, were ftationed 
and retrenched on the flip of fand on the fea-lhore, oppofite to the. 
bar of the rivei*. 

By this time the waters of the Panar were nin off, and, as the 
troops at Ratlagramon with Captain Fletcher were deemed fufii- 
cient to oppofe what the enemy had at Gingee, Captain Ptefton* 
with the main body of his command, marched away from Villa- 
ponim to attack Elavanafore, to which the officer at Thiagar fent a 
reinforcement, chiefly of black, troops ; but after Elavanafore was 
invefled did not advance to its relief. The only guns fit for battery 
with Prefton’s divifion, were two field twelve-pounders, which arc 
too flight againfl: ftrong defences ; but, as the lafl: thing which is 
done in country forts is to repair them, a breach was eafily made, 
and the garrifon capitulated at diferetion, although they were 1 1 
Europeans, 19 Topafles, and 400 Sepoys, with three field-pieces, 
befides the guns of the fort. 

Preparations had for fome time been making at Madrafs to con.- 
rert the blockade of Pondicherry into a regular attack ; and on the 
1 6th, the Admiral Watfon, a ftiip of 500 tons, laden with all kinds 
of ftores, arrived, and anchored off the north redoubt, and the 
maflbolas of Cuddalore repaired thither to unload her. On the . 
1 8th, Mr. Call, the chief engineer, arrived in the camp, to conduct 
the trenches.- 

There were remaining in Pondicherry about 50 horfes belonging 
to the cavalry, for which no forage could be procured either within 
or without the walls ; and, as the grain they confumed was fo much 
taken from the fuftenance of the garrifon,. Mr. Lally refolved to 
fend them with the befl: riders to Thiagar. Colonel Coote re- 
ceived intelligence of the intention, but not of the time. At two 
o’clock in the morning of the 2 iff, 200 grenadiers, with the horfe- 
men, palled the river on rafts, , hear the bar, oppofite to the re- 
trenciied guard on the fpit of fand, from which the Europeans had 
been withdrawal], and only the Sepoys were remaining ; on whom the 
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French grenadiers immediately advanced, and gave their lire, whilft 
the horfemen went off as faft as they could over the plain, taking the 
road to Trivadi. On the alarm, the pickets of horfe in the camp 
mounted, and crofling the river, which chanced to be fordable at 
Villenore, went in purfuit, and took thirteen, whofe horfes were too . 
feeble to keep pace with the others.^ 

Major Prefton, following his fuccefs, marched from Elavanalore, , 
againft a fort called Rilhavandum, which ftands 15 miles to the 
N. E. of that place : it furrendered to him, after little reliftance, on- 
the 2 2d : the garrifon confifled of 200 Sepoys, and five Europeans. . 
From hence he marched againfl: Chacrapollam, a mud fort, 1 5 miles . 
north of Tliiagar ; wliich furrendered to him without making any 
defence ; for the garrifon was only a company of Sepoys, with a fer- 
jeaiit. In the mean while, the French troops remaining atGingee, ex- 
clufive of the garrifon there, went againft Chittamoor, a fort 10 miles • 
to the s. E. and were repulfed, with the lofs of 20 Sepoys and four 
Europeans, killed and wounded. 

The landing of the flores from the Admiral Watfon had been im- 
peded by the defertion of the boatmen, who ran away, becaufe they 
had not been regularly paid ; but the blockade continued with the 
utinoft vigilance, and nothing, fince the laft convoy, had attempted 
to get in by land ; feveral boats coming from the fouthward, witli 
lalt provifions and arrack, were intercepted by armed boats equipped 
at Devicotah. The encreafing didrefs determined Mr. Lally to con- 
fult nothing any longer but necefiity ; and on the 27tii, he turned 
out of the gates all the blacks remaining in the town, excepting a 
few who were domeftics- to the principal inhabitants; The number 
expelled were 1400, of both fexes, and every age. They ^vandered 
in families and companies towards all, parts of the limits, hoping the 
mercy of being fulFered to pafs away; but they were every where 
flopped hy the advanced Sepoys, and ordered to go back ; on - which 
they retired, and aflembled round the foot of the glacis, begging 
admittance, and many of them .attempting to pafs over into the 
covered way, were fired upon by the mulketry and cannon, and feme 
were killed. At night they were quiet ; but the next day, and for 
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1760. fix more, they repeated the fame importunities to the town and the 

V— V — • Englifh pofi:s, and received the fame repulfes. Examples of this 

November, jfeyej-jfy rarely occur; and in civilized war is never exercifed but with 
December. *^^3 utmoft reludance. At length Colonel Coote, finding Mr. Lally 
inflexible, let the whole multitude pafs. Their only fuftcnance, ex- 
cepting the little they had brought out of the town, fecreted about 
their perfons, had for eight days been the roots of grafs they picked 
up in the fields, in which they lay. They were all extenuated by 
famine, and few had homes or friends to go to ; neverthelefs their 
tlianks were inexprefiible, even for this chance of prefervation. 

The Nabob was prefent at this ail of mercy, and concurred in it. 
He left Arcot on the 15th of November, and went to Madrafs to 
confer a few hours with Mr. Pigot, from whence he arrived in the 
camp on the 3d of December. On the 2d and 3d, two veflels, a 
floop, and a pinnace remaining at Pondicherry, failed away forTran- 
quebar, but the pinnace was taken by the boats of Devicotah. 

Four ricochet batteries, which were firft to open againft the town, 
were finiflied on the 8th. We have already given fome defeription 
of Pondicherry, when attacked by Mr. Bofeawen in 1748. All the 
baftions remained in their firft form, which, for a town of this fize, 
was very confined ; but counter-guards had been made before three 
of them, and ravelins raifed before the three gates to the land ; a 
rampart of earth had been added to the curtains, which before were 
only walls of brick five feet thick. A wet ditch had been compleated 
on the three fides to the land, excepting in an extent of 200 yards on 
the fouth fide towards the fea, where the ground rifing higher re- 
quired a deeper excavation, which for this reafon, as being more la- 
borious and expenfive, had not yet been dug ; to the extremity of 
this higher ground where the ditch ceafed, came a large creek from 
the river of Ariancopang, which fupplied the ditch all round with 
water. The berm within the ditch was 25 feet broad; the covered 
way was narrow, and the glacis not fufficiently raifed. The face to 
the eaft being within a few yards of the furf, and expofed only to an 
efcalade by furprize, had no ditch, but its curtain was flanked by 
prqjeding batteries, which likewife commanded the road. The ci- 
tadel 
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tadcl was a pentagon with five bafiions, but too fmall to enduro 1760. 
bombardment ; two of its baftions over-looked the eaft curtain, 

^ Juccciiiucri 

and added to the fire on the fea. The town was very commo- 
dioufly laid out in ftrjught ftreets which traverfed it entirely in both 
dire(flions. 

The ricochet battery of four guns, which had opened on the loth 
of November, had for fome time been quitted, and the guns re- 
moved to the north redoubt beyond the bound-hedge ; becaufe their 
effed was not equal either to the expence of ammunition, or the fa- 
tigue and rifque of the guards. The four batteries which were now 
opened were thus fituated. One flood near the beach to the north, 

200 yards in front of that which had been abandoned, and about 1 200 . 
from the walls ; it mounted four 1 8 pounders, and enfiladed the eafl 
front of the town. Another of two 24 and two 18 pounders, with 
three mortars of 13, 10, and 8 inches, was raifed on the other fide 
of the morafs, which fpreads to the wefl ; it was 1400 yards 
from the walls, and bore, but a little to the left, upon the wefl 
flank of the baflion in the north-wefl angle, which mounted 10 
guns, and had before it, within the ditch, a flrong and extenfive 
counter-guard, mounting 25 guns. The two other batteries were 
to the fouth. One on the edge of a large ifland, formed by the 
river of Ariancopang ; this battejry mounted only two guns, of 
which, one bore on the baflion next to that in the s. w. angle of 
the town, the other on St. Thomas redoubt, which flood on the 
oppolite bank of the river lower down ; the other battery was 
raifed in a fmaller ifland below the Coco-nut, from which it is 
feparated on one hand, and on the other from the fpit of fand, 
which forms the flrand of the fea from the bar of the river. This 
is called the Sand Ifland ; the battery bore upon St. Thomas re- 
doubt, and on the curtain of the town between the two baflions, 
on this fide nearefl the fea. 

All the four batteries were only intended to harrafs the garrilbn bn 
a crofs fire of ricochet (hot along the* ftreets or ramparts j for none 0 
them were on the perpendiculars on which the breaching batterie 
A wer< 
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were intended to be erected. They opened at midnight, between the 
8th and 9th, firing all of them at the lame time, and in vollies, ou 
the fignal of a fhell. A little before the firft volley, Colonel Coote, 
with two or three officers, approached towards tlie glacis of the 
north front, in order to obferve what efTeft the firing would pro- 
duce u])on the garrifon. They beat to arms, but without confufion,. 
and Ibemed to have every thing in proper order on their baftions ; 
they railed blue lights in different parts of the town, but did not 
fire a fliot. Captain Fletcher, who was with the Colonel, very im- 
prudently quitted him without notice, and went to the foot of the 
glacis, where he fell in with the centinel of an advanced guard of 
Sepoys, whom he feized and difarmed, and was bringing off ; when 
the guard, hearing the ftruggle, ran into the covered way, from 
whence immediately came a hot fire of mulketry upon Colonel Coote’s 
party ; but Fletcher brought off the Sepoy, who gave no intelli- 
gence but what was better known before. 

The batteries ceafed before day-break, and the guns were kept 
mafked until the afternoon, when they recommenced, and the town 
^returned with great vivacity, but the firing ceafed on both fides in 
two hours. The two batteries to the fouth prevented the enemy 
from launching a large boat which they had fitted on the Ihore near 
the bar, and drove them llkewife from their guns in St. Thomas’s 
redoubt, which were only mounted in barbette. 

The firing continued in the fix following days, but was every 
day renewed at a different hour, and laffed varioufly, and never 
more than three or four hours at a time. On the i8th, the vollies 
ceafed for want of powder, and only fired on particular occafions- 
In all this confumption, only one man was killed at the baftions, 
and very few in the town ; but the purpofc was anfwcred of waffing 
tthe garrifon with fatigue, which their fcanty allowance of provi- 
fions rendered them little able to endure. On the 19th, a paity of 
pioneers appeared at work with great eagernefs, to raiic and con- 
vert the barbette of St. Thomas’s redoubt into a parapet with cm- 
J)rafures. The battery on the fand ifland fired to interrupt them 
^ by 
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by night as well as by day, but they perfevered. On the 20th, Tome i 760. 
powder arrived in a veflel from Madrafs, and the enfilade and bom- ' 
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bardment recommenced from all the batteries as before ; and was 
conftantly anfwered with the fame vivacity from the town. On the 
23d, the Blip Duke, of 500 tons, arrived from Madrafs, laden with 
17 pieces of battering cannon and their (hot, and with all kinds of 
Bores for the fiege ; but fo few of the boatmen had returned to their 
mafibolas, that very little could be landed until others were aflembled 
from the neighbouring ports on the coaft, and even from Madrafs : 
this delay, however, appeared of lefs detriment, becaufe the materials 
for the trenches, and for the batteries which were to dlfmantlc the 
defences and breach the body of the place, were not yet colledled, 
and the engineers reported, that they fliouy not be ready to open 
this fire before the third of January; but the batteries already con- 
flrudled continued theirs. On the 26th, Admiral Stephens in the 
Norfolk, with three other fhipsof the line and the Protedlor firc-fhlp, 
returned into the road from Trinconomaly. 

The French troops aflembled at Thiagar were fo much fuperior 
to the little forts around, that they became the terror of the country, 
and their fmallefl: parties brought in provlfions in plenty, and with- 
out rifque. Major Prcflon, having no longer any apprehenfions 
that the troops at Glngee would either be able to pufh any convoys 
through the circumvallation of the Englifh army, or even to diflrefs 
the ports under the protetrtlon of Captain Fletcherat Ratlagrammon, 
rcfolved, by cutting off the daily fupplies of Thiagar, to oblige 
the troops tliere to employ large efcorts, which he hoped to intercept, 
lie marched from Rafhivandum on the trt of December, and en- 
camped in the evening three miles to the n. w. of I'hiagar. On 
the night of the 3d, all the French cavalry, amounting to 200, 
led by Major Allen, an officer of Mr. Rally’s regiment, 
puflicd out of the pettah, and went to the weft of Trino- 
malee. Being fure of provifions abroad, tliey intcivded to remain 
in the hills, waiting the event of the negociatlon, which IVJr. 

Rally was carrying on with the Morattoe Vizvazipunt, whole 
troops, if it fucceeded, they intended to accompany to Pondicherry, 
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A few days afterwards, they were joined by a party of loo Euro- 
pean infantry, whom, to alleviate the confumption of provifions, Mr. 
Lally had lent out of Pondicherry in the two veflels which failed 
on the 2cl and 3d of the month, and efcaped to Tranquebar ; from 
whence, headed by the bilhop of Hallicarnaflus, they marched to 
efcort him to the camp of Vizvazipunt at Cudapanatam, with whom 
the bilhop was empowered to conclude the negociation. They pro- 
ceeded to Combaconum, by the fame road as the Nabob and Major 
Jofeph Smith had come toKarical, and received no moleftation in their 
journey through the country of Tanjore. From Combaconum, they 
eroded the Coleroon, and then palled between Volcondah and Thia- 
gar, out of the reach of Prefton’s troops ; but 10 or 12 of them 
delerted, and travelled to Tritchinopoly, where they offered to ferve, 
but were not enlifted; becaufe Captain Smith had at thb time dif- 
covered a conlpiracy of the French prifoners to rife and overpower 
the garrifon; in which the number of Europeans did not exceed 100, 
and mod; of them were invalids or foreigners; whereas the prifoners 
were 500 ; being the colledlion of all that had been taken at Ka- 
rical, Chillambrum, and Verdachilum, by Colonel Monfon, and in 
the different aaions at Seringham and its diftrifls, by the two Smiths 
from Tritchinopoly. 

Tlie King of Myfore, not thoroughly convinced that his pro- 
teftations of good-will to the Phiglilli w^oukl induce them to reftore 
Caroor, fent a large body of troops to the confines of its territory, 
in order to fecond the terms of liis negociation by the appearance of 
renewing hoftilities, if not accommodated ; and other troops proceed- 
ed to reinforce thofe at Dindlgul; fromwhcncethegovernor on their ar- 
rival marched, with rooo horfe, 2000 Sepoys, as many common peons, 
and fome cannon, agalnft Agarpatty, tlie neared and lad: of the forts, 
which the troops of Madura had taken, buf having left it only 40 
Sepoys, it furrendered on the 4th day of the attack. From hence 
tlie Myforeans marched againft Naralingapore, another of the forts, 
fix miles farther, which they likewife battered for four days, when 
they were attacked themfelves by a drong' body detached from 
Madura, who beat them off the ground, and drove them back 
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to Dindigul, with the lofs of 50 men killed and wounded. 'I'he 1 760. 
colleries of Nattam, encouraged by this renewal of hoftilities, made 
iucurfions into the northern diftri£ls of Madura, and flopped the whole 
road of the pafs, with trees which they felled on either fide, and with 
much labour dragged and laid them acrofs the road with fo much 
contrivance, that a fingle perfon could not pafs without continual 
difficulty. 

No events of great importance had happened during the courfe 
of this year, in the country of Tinivelly. The commandant, Ma- 
homed Iflbof, after the repul fe before Wafhinelore in the end 
of the preceding year, was, from the want of battering cannon, 
no longer in a condition to attack the ftrongcr holds of the polygars ; 
and contented himfelf, until fupjdied, with porting the greatert part of 
his army in ftatlons to check the Pul it aver arul the eartern polygars ; but 
remained himfelf with the rert at! inivelly, watching Car.tbominalg-ue 
and thewertern. The departure of Maphuze Khan from Nellitangaville 
in the month of January, left the Pulitaver and his allies no longer 
the pretext of oppofuig the authority of the Nabob in fupport of the 
rights of his elder brother ; and they debated whether they Ihould 
treat with Mahomed Iflbof, or wait the event of Maphuze Khan’s 
journey, who they fuppofed would return to them, if not received 
on his own terms by the Nabob. In this uncertainty, they formed 
no vigorous dcfigns, and employed their colleries in night robbe- 
ries, wherever they could elude the rtations of Mahomed Iflbof ; but 
attempted nothing in the open field or day. Neverthelefs, their 
depredations were fb ruinous to the cultivation, that Ma- 
homed Iflbof thought it worth the expence, to draw off' fome of 
their dependants and entertain them in the Company’s fervice, 
as beft able to retaliate the fame mlfchlef on thofe by whom 
they had been employed ; and towards the end of April, feveral 
of thefe petty leaders, with their followers, amounting in the whole 
to 2000 colleries, joined him at Tinivelly, and faithfully entered 
on the duties for which they had engaged. Nothing, however, like 
regular fighting happened untill the end of May, when Catabo- 
minaigue appeared at the head of two or three thoufand men, near 
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Etiaporum, and ftood the attack of feven companies of Sepoys, drawn 
from the limits towards Nellitangaville, by whom they were difperfed, 
but with little lofs. In May Mahomed Illbof received intelligence of 
the hoftilitles commenced by the Myi’oreans from Dindigul, and the 
orders of the Prcfidency to oppofe them ; in confequ^nce of which he 
fent the detachment we have mentioned of 1 500 Sepoys, 300 horle, 
and 3000 peons. They were fcarcely gone, when a new and unexpeded 
alarm arofe in the Tinivelly country. The Dutch government at 
the iilancl of Ceylon had received a large reinforcement of European 
tioops from Batavia, which aflembled at the port of Columbo, op- 
pofitc to Cape Comorin, from whence a part of them arrived in the 
beginning of June atTutacorin, aDutch fort on the continent, 40 miles 
eaft of Tinivelly. Two hundred Europeans, with equipments, tents, 
and field-pieces, immediately encamped, giving out that they fhould 
fhortly be reinforced by more than their own number, and that 400 
other Europeans had left Batavia at the fame time with themfelves, 
and were gone to Cochin on the Malabar coaft, in order to join the 
king of Travancore. The natives were frightened, and pretended 
to have dilcovered, that the force they faw was intended to afiifi: the 
polygars in driving the Englllh out of the country of Tinivelly, 
and to begin by attacking the town. Mahomed Iflbof immediately 
fent to the Dutch chief at Tutacorin, to demand an explanation ; 
who anfwcred, that he Ihould give none. A few days after the 
troops advanced inland, and halted at Alvar Tinivelly, a town in 
a very fertile difi:ri( 5 t, fitnated 20 miles s. e. of Tinivelly, and the 
fame diftance s. w. of I'utacorln ; and at the fame time, another 
body of 200 Europeans landed from Colombo at Manapar, 20 
miles to the s. e. of Alwar Tinivelly. Mahomed Ilfoof had pre- 
vloufly drawn troops from the eaftern fations, and marching W'ith 
4000 Sepoys, and fome horfe, appeared in fight of the Dutch troops 
at Alvar Tinivelly in the evening of the i8th of June ; who, in the 
enfuing .night, decamped in ftridt filence, and marched back to 
Tutacorin ; thofe at Manapar went away thither likewife in the 
fame embarkations which brought them ; and no more was heard of 
this al arm. 
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The depredations of the polygars continued; but, deprived of 1760. 

Maphuze Khan, and hearing how clofely Pondicherry was invefted, December, 
they ventured nothing more : thePulitaver’s colleries continued asufual 
the mofl: adive in the robberies ; and to reprefs them, Mahomed 
Ilibof again Rationed the greateft part of his force towards Nellitan- 
gaville. In December thefe troops formed a camp at the foot 
of tlie hills within three miles of this place, and Mahomed Iflbof 
joined them from Tinivelly on the 1 2th ; he had purchafed 
feveral eighteen -pounders at Tutacorin, and had the two mortars 
which had been fent to him the year before from Angenjo, but no 
diot or Ihells for either, and was moreover In want of gnn-powder 
and flints, all which he expeded from Trltchinopoly, and, whllfl; 
waiting for them, made fuch preparations^s the country aflbrded to 
attack Nellitangaville in form. On the 20th of the month, the 
colleries, with the Pulitaver at their head, attacked his camp, Tal- 
lying, as ufual, on all quarters at once, and perfifled until too of 
them fell ; but they killed ten of Mahomed Iflbof ’s men, and 
wounded feventy, and fome horfes. 

At this time the Mylbreans on the frontiers of Career, al- 
though profefling peace, and difavowing the operations of the go- 
vernor of Dlndlgul, did not prohibit their own horfe from foraging in 
the dlftrlds, of which they had confented that the Englifh fliould col- 
led the revenue until the Prefidcncy and their king had agreed 
concerning the reflitution of the fort. The crop on the ground was 
plentiful and ready to be cut ; and as tlie renewal of hoftilitics 
would only aggravate the evil they meant to revenge. Captain 
Richard Smith refolved to remain quiet until the harveft was ga- 
thered. Such was the flate of the {()uthern countries at the end of 
the year. 

The confumptlon of provifions in Pondiclierry had ever flnee the 
month of Augufl exceeded the fupplies received. In November, 
when the black inhabitants were turned out, the foldiery were put 
to an allowance of a pound of rice a day, with a little meat at in- 
tervals. In the beginning of December, Mr. Daily eauf d a Arid 
learcli to be made in all tlie lioufes of individuals, and what could be 
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found in them was brougltt to the citadel, from whence they were 
diftributed indiferiminately to the military and inhabitants. Two 
colonels lately arrived from France, men of family, deemed the 
learch in their apartments an affront, and fent word to Mr. Lally, 
that they would no longer a<£l: as officers ; but on every occafion 
as volunteers. But the event juftified the feverity ; for by the 
end of December, notwithftanding fome fupply had come in 
by the fea, the ftock remaining in the public ftore was not more 
than the confumption of three days ; and Mr. Lally, guided by 
certain information, determined that another fearch ffiould l)e 
made ; on which father Lavaur, the fuperior of the Jefuits, who 
knew all the fecrets of the town, prevailed on him to defer it, pro^ 
inlfing to produce a fufficiency for fifteen days more, but gave no 
expedlatlon of farther fupply ; but the French agents with Viz- 
vazypunt fent hopes of fucceeding in their negotiation ; and on 
the laft day of the year intelligence was received in the Englifli 
camp, and fomewhat credited, that a large body of Morattoes, with 
all the French horfe, were arrived from Cudapanatam at Trino- 
malee, and were going to Thiagar, from whence they intended, 
at all events, to piifh with provifions to Pondicherry. 

The rains had ceafed for fome days, and the weather was re- 
ftored to its ufu;il temperance ; the Iky bright, although the winds 
fometimes ftrong, which always, at this feafbn, blow from the north, 
and near the coaft in the day from the fea, and at night from the 
land ; but on the 30th of December, although the weather con- 
tinued fair, a large fwell came from the s. e. and the furf beat fo 
hollow and heavy, that no beats could pafs ; which encreafed in the 
night. The next morning the wind frefhened, and the fky was 
dole and dufky, but without that wild irregularity which prognofti- 
cates a {form ; and this afpeft did not change till noon, nor the wind 
encreafe until eight at night. There were in the road eight fail of 
the line, two frigates, the fire-ffiip, and the fliip with ftores from 
Madrafs, in all 12 fail. From eight o’clock the wind blew in fqualls, 
every one flronger than the laft, until 10, when the Admiral’s fhip, 
Norfolk, cut her cable, and fired the fignal for the other fhips to 
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do fo- too ; blit the fignal guns were not heard, and the (hips, 
in obedience to the difcipline of the navy, rode until their 
cables parted with the ftrain, when they with much difficulty 
got before the wind, none able to fet more than a fingle fail, 
and none without fplitting feveral. Every minute encreafed 
the ftorm until twelve, by which time the wind had veered from 
the N. w. where it began, to the n. e. ; when it fuddenly fell 
ftark calm with thick haze all round. In a few minutes the 
wind flew up from the fouth-eaft, and came at once in full ftrength 
with much greater fury than it had blown from the other quarter. 

By the delay of not getting early under fail whilft the florm was from 
the north, moft of the ffiips loft the opportunity of gaining fuffici- 
ent fea-rOom before it came on from the fouth-eaft. The firft guft 
of this wind laid the Panther on her bgams, and the fea breaking 
over her. Captain Affleck cut away the mizen ; and this not anfwer- 
ing, the main maft likewife, which broke below the upper deck, 
tore it up, and continued fome time encumbering over the fide of 
the fhip without going clear off into the fea, until the fhock of a 
wave fent it away.. The ftiip then righted, the reefed forefiil flood,, 
and brought her back into fourteen fathom water, when fhe dropped' 
the fheet anchor ; but not bringing up, which means turning to ride 
with her head to the anchor,, they cut away the fore-maft, wliich; 
carried away the bowfprit, when the fhip came round ;• and thus- 
rode out the ftorm.. The America, Medvv^ay, and Falmouth, cutting 
away all their mafts on the difTerent neceffities with the fame pru- 
dence, rode it out likewife, after they had anchored again nearly in 
the fame foundings as the Panther. 

The Newcaftle, the Queenborougli frigate, and the Prote<ftor 
fire-fhip, returning with the s.. e. ftorm, miftook their found-- 
ings, and drove towards the fhore, without knowing where they 
were, or attempting to anchor. The roaring of the furf was 
not to be diftinguifhed in the general tumult of the elements ; 
and the danger was not difeovered until it was too late, and the 
three fliips came afhore about two miles to the fouth of Pondi* 
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cherry ; but only feven in all the crews perilhed, who w'ere knocked 
over board by the fhock of ftriking agvound. 

The Duke of Aqiiitain, the Sunderland, and the Duke ftorefhip, 
unfortunately preferved all their marts through both the rtorms, un- 
til they were driven back to the ncccrtity of anchoring ; and in 
bringing up with them ftanding, all the three either broached to, 
or ovcrrtt, and went to the bottom. Eleven hundred Europeans 
j)crirtied in thefe rtiips ; only feven, and feven lafears, were faved 
out of the crews, who were picked up the next day, floating on 
pieces of wreck. 

The dlrtcrence of the element prevented the dert;ru(rtion from be- 
ing equal at land ; but the ravage in proportion was not lefs. All 
the tents and temporary caferns of the camp on the Redfhfll, aad 
its out-ports, were blown to-picces. The ammunition abroad for 
immediate fervice was ruined. Nothing remained undamaged that 
was not under the Ihelter of mafonry, either at the redoubts of the 
bound-hedge, in the buildings at Oulgarrey, or in the fort of Ville- 
nore, where the main ftock of gun-powder was depofited. I'hc fol- 
diers, unable to carry ofF their mulkets, and refift the rtorm, had 
left them to the ground, and were driven to feek flaelter for their 
own perfons wherefoever it was to be found. Many of the black 
attendants of the camp, from the natural feeblencfs of their con- 
rtitution, perirticd by the inclemency of the hour. The fea had every 
v^licre broken over the beach, and overflowed the country as far as 
the bound-hedge ; and all the batteries and redoubts which the army 
had raifed were intirely ruined. But thefe detriments might be re- 
paired. The great anxiety remained for the other rtiips of the 
fquadron, whofe fortune was not yet known. 

The town of Pondichery beheld the rtorm and its efFe(rt:s 
as a deliverance fent from heaven. The fun rofe clear, and fliewed 
the havock fpread around. It was propofed by fome to march 
out immediately, and attack the Englifh army ; but this operation 
was imprafticablc ; bccaufe no artillery could move through the 
inundation, nor could the troops carry their own ammunition dry ; 
otherwife three hundred men, properly armed, would not, for 
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thtec hours aftet day-light, have met with roo together in & con- 
dition to refift them. The wilh of every one then turned to expec- 
tation that the fliips from Madagafcar might arrive in the inter- 
val before the Englifh fliips in the road were repaired, or others 
joined them from the fea ; but the excellence of the opportunity did 
not alter Mr. Lally’s miftruft of the refource ; and letters were 
immediately difpatched to the agents at Puliacate, Tranquebar, and 
Ncgapatam, ordering them to fend away provifions with inftant ex- 
pedition, at every rifque, ort any kind of embarkation.- 

The anxiety for the miffing fhips continued until fun-fet of the 
next day, when the Norfolk with Admiral Stevens’s flag was difco- 
vered in the offing. The fhlp, prepared at all points, before the 
fouth-eafl ftorm arofe, fcudded before it with a ftay-fail, without 
lofing a maft, and without being obliged to Anchor until the wind 
fell, when in the morning they difcovered Sadrafs. The apprehen- 
fion of more bad weather made the Admiral put out again to fea ; 
when he met the Liverpool, entirely difmafted. This fhip, having 
parted her cable, and got under fail before the others, had gained more 
fea-room than any of them ; but the fouth-eafl ftorm had carried 
away all her mafts ; foon after they were joined by the Grafton, 
who gave the welcome information that fhe had left, on the 28th 
of December, the Lenox, Admiral Cornifh, with the York, and 
Weymouth, 30 leagues off the land : they were all returning to- 
gether fromTrincomaly ; the Grafton, after parting with them, met 
hard weather during the hours in which the ftorm was raging near 
the coaft. The Admiral, leaving her to take care of the Liver- 
pool, anchored in the road of Pondicherry the next morning, and 
they in the afternoon. The other three fhips came in the next 
day. On the 7th came in the Salifbury, with the prize la Compagnie 
des links, likewife from Trincomaly, and the Tyger from Madrafs, 
where the violence of the ftorm had not reached. No more were 
to be expeded ; for the Elizabeth and the South fea-caftle, want- 
ing the dock, were failed for Bombay, with the two other prizes, 
the Hermlone and Baleine. But by this time, the four difmafted 
ffiips, although not quite refitted, were again in a condition to 
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a£l on neceffity ; and thus in a week after the ftorm, which had 
railed fuch hopes of deliverance in the garrilbfi of Pondicherry, they 
faw their road again blockaded by eleven fail of the line, arid although 
three of them were only of 50 guns, all were manned above their 
complements by the addition of the crews which had been faved 
from the three ftranded Ihips. Their boats continually cruizing, 
intercepted, or drove away whatfoever embarkations came towards 
the road with provifions; but feveral boats which were launched from 
the town in the three nights immediately after the ftorm, favoured 
by the wind, the current, and the darknefs, efcaped to the Ibuth- 
ward. In one of them Mr. Lally fent away Rajahfabeb, the fon 
of Chundafaheb, who, ever fince the defeat- of Vandiwalh, had re- 
hded with his family in Pondicherry ; he landed at Negapatam, 
and from thence pafled to Ceylon in the character of an elephant- 
merchant. 

Every diligence was exerted to reftore the works and ftations of 
the army to the condition from which they had been difmantled 
by the ftorm. Reports of the Morattoes continued, and the ad- 
vantages of the prefent opportunity increafed the apprehenfions of 
their attempts to throw provifions into the town. The bound hedge 
and its redoubts remained as before a fufficient defence as far as they 
extended but the fouth fide of the blockade along the river of 
Ariancopang was laid open by the ruin of the two batteries on the 
coco-nut and fand ifland, and of the ftar redoubt on the fpit of fand 
over againft the bar ; which could not be reftored in ten days ; and 
the torrent of tlie river prevented the immediate tranfport of men and 
materials to fet about the work. Colonel Coote therefore deter- 
mined, as foon as the river fubfided, to furprize St. Thomas’s re- 
doubt, which, whilft it remained as at prefent without oppofition 
on the other Ihore, would protefl the paflage of what convoys the 
garrifon might expefl ; but if taken, would preclude their approach 
even more efficacioufly than the pofts on this the blockade which 
the ftorm had ruined. The waters fell fufficiently on the 5th, and 
the detachment intended for the attack, having previoufly aflembled 
at the Ariancopang redoubt, which Rood above at the extremity of 
4 the 
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the bound- hedge, and on the fame fide of the river, marched down 
after it was dark under the bank, which was fteep and Ikirted by a 
fend. The redoubt ftood at the opening, but on the farther fide, of a 
channel, which ftrikes to the north from the main body of the river, 
and carries water into the ditches of the town. A French officer, with 
three troopers of his nation, who had taken fervice in the Engliffi 
army, crofted firft, whilft Colonel Coote himfelf, with the reft of the 
detachment, halted on the nether fide of the channel. The officer 
was challenged,' and an fwered that he came from the town with a 
party, which Mr. Lally had feht off in hafte, on intelligence that 
the Englifli intended to attack the redoubt this very night. He was 
believed, and admitted; and Colonel Coote hearing no buftle or firing, 
immediately fent over the front of his party, who, as fooii as their 
numbers were fufficient, declared themfeKes, and threatened to put 
the whole guard to death, if a fingle man made the leaft noile, or at- 
tempted to efcape. All obeyed, excepting one Caffre, who ftole away 
unperceived. Tliey confifted of a ferjeant, five gunners, five Caftres, 
and fome Sepoys. The chief engineer, Mr. Call, followed with the 
pioneer company of 50 Europeans, and 100 Lafears, carrying ga- 
bions, fafeines, and tools, with which they immediately fet to work 
to clofe and retrench the gorge ; over which it was intended when 
neceflary to turn the guns againft the town. At one in the morning 
blue lights appeared over the ramparts along the fouth front, as if the 
garrifon apprehended fome attack on their walls. Soon after they began 
to fire fingle ffiot upon the redoubt, which came with fuch good aim, 
that the party at work threw the guns out 6f their carriages on 
the ground, to preferve them. At two, every thing was quiet 
in the town, and the work forward, when Colonel Coote went 
away to get reft at his head quarters at Oulgarry, leaving a lieu- 
tenant of artillery, with the 40 Europeans, and 100 Sepoys, in 
the redoubt, which the officer was ordered to defend to the laft 
extremity. The workmen had finiffied, and were withdrawn at 
four o’clock. At five, the redoubt was attacked by the four com- 
panies of grenadiers from the garrifon : they aftaulted on every 
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fide at once, few fired, and all pufhed with fixed bayooeta through 
the ditch over- the parapet. The refiftance was not «qual either 
to the fi:rength of the poft, for it waa clofed on all fides; otr to 
the number of the guard, which were, including the Sepoysf^^.i^o 
men. Some efcaped by jumping over the parapet;, a few -were 
killed, and thegreateft part, with the officer, furrendered themfelvea 
prifoners. At noon, Mr. Lally fent back all who had been itajeen, 
to the Englifli camp, for want of provifions to feed them ; blit on 
condition, that they ftiould not a£l again. This (Ufeoveiy of the 
diftrefs of the garrifon could only be required or warranted by the 
utmofl neceflity. However, Mr, Lally might fuppofe^ . that the pri- 
foners had not time to learn the worft of what the town was en- 
during, and that they could not tell fb much as deferters. - 

On the failure of this attempt^ a large portion of the working 
parties was allotted to complete the reifeubt on-.the fpit of fand, 
which was to replace that which had been walked away. . It was 
raifed for the advantage of higher ground, three hundred yards in 
the rear of the former ; its fcale fufficient to contain 400 men, and 
to mount 1 6 guns in difierent direfbbns. Equal attention was given 
to repajr and complete the Hanover battery, where» from the lowneJ& 
of the fituation, much labour was requifite to clear the water, which 
had filled the trench that communicated with it from feme inclofures 
In the rear. The only fire from the tow»^ wa.s to interrupt the 
workmen here, but vvith little elfe< 5 t. On the 7th, the Com- 
pany’s ftiip Falrnouth arrived froin ^fed rails, laden with battering 
cannon, amtnvu'itiotr, and fiores,^ to replace what had foundered 
in the Duke : and on the 9th another Ihip brought Mr. Pigot the 
governor, with Mr. Dupre, one of thp Qouncll, and Captain Robert 
Barker, who- hsd been tp. Madraifs to fuperintend the embarkation of 
the ftores and artillery, which Captain Hiflop and he were now to 
direft againft the tpwn. 

At this time the Nabob received intelligence that his agents had 
Gpncluded a negotiation with th® Mprattoe general Vizvazypunt. 
Allen, and tl^ ^aUcarnAiiu;) had added the,Q&r of Thiagar 
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to Gingee, and the payment of 500,000 itjpees for their 
and profered fubftantial fhroffs as fecurity ; how this Wary tribe of ' 
money-changers ' were induced to this venture, when there was ■ 
not lo much in Pondicherry, nor likely to come, remains un- 
accountable. Either. Vizvazipunt himfelf muff have encouraged 
them to ftand forth in appearance, that he might obtain the higheft 
terms from the Nabob ; or ibme fecret enemy of the Nabob, who was 
to gain advantage by the march of the Morattoes'into the Carnatic, 
and the fupport of Pondicherry, muft have proved to the flutes the 
certainty of producing the money before the payment fhould fall 
upon their fecurity ; in this cafe we fee no one but ' Hyderally to 
conjedture. . The Nabob’s agents were fo perplexed by the fadl, that 
they role by degrees from the fame fum of 500,000 rupees with 
which they had begun, and concluded for tv^ millions, of which 
one was to be paid in 20 days, and the other in nine months ; on 
which Vizvazipunt told the French reprefentatives, that they had 
no alTiftance to expedl from him ; and Allen and the Bilhop 
went away with their troops, who were 200 Europeans mounted, 
and 100 on foot, to Hyderally in Bengalore, which is five days 
from Cudapanatam. - The Nabob, on this important occafion, as 
indeed on all others ever fince he • was convinced of the pro-^ 
bability of taking Pondicherry, enlarged himfelf with more dc- 
cifion and fpirit, than he had ever exerted lince his government, 
and fifft connexion with the Englifh nation; and as the fnialleft 
undiflembled excefles of the mind tell more than the whole com- 
pqfure of . political realbn, he never failed to afk Colonel Coote 
every dayj whether he was fure, and when, Pondicherry would 
firrrender. . Advices were at the fame time received from Captain 
Prefton, that he had attacked the pettah of Thiagar, which ftands 
on^ the plain', and after fome refiftance carried both the mud-walls ; 
on which the French troops who defended it ran to the rock, 
and faved themfelves in the fortifications above, which could only 
be affaulted by furprize, or reduced by famine or bombardment : he 
had already begun to ftirow (hells from two howitzers, and was wait- 
ing 
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ing for mortars from Madrafs. Thcfe advices removed any farther 
apprehenfions of fuccours 'getting into Pondicherry from the land. 

By th0. morning of the.ioth, the Hanover battery was compleated; 
but befijre it opened, Colonel Coote, with leyeral officers, advanced 
from the Villenore redoubt, to reconnoitre the baftions of the 
town. As they were (landing about 800 yards from the walls, a 
flag appeared . approaching. Colonel Coote fent forward his aid- 
de-camp lieutenant Duefpe, (not, the officer we have mentioned 
at Vandivafh) to receive his mefl'age or letters. Two other officers 
accompanied Duefpe, and went on in the avenue leading from 
the Villenore redoubt to the glacis, until they were challenged by 
the centries, and ordered to retire; but not obeying, a (hot was 
fired from a fix-pounder on the Villenore gate, which milled them, 
but unfortunately (truck and killed Duefpe, as he was talking to 
the meflenger. Colonel Coote fent to demand fatisfailion for the 
outrage, fuppofing it unprovoked, Mr, Daily confined the officers 
on duty at tlie gate, and the next day lent his aid-dc-carnp to explain 
the mifchance, for which he exprefl'ed much concern, 

A few hours after Duefpe was killed, the Hanover battery 
ppened with ten guns, fix were twenty-four, and four cigiitecn- 
pounders, and with three mortars, two of thirteen and one of ten 
inches. The fix guns on the left fired upon the weft face of the 
N. w. baftion, and of the counter-guard before it. The two next 
upon the next baftion on the left, which was fmall, and mount- 
ed only three guns : it was called St. Jofeph. liie two other 
guns on the right battered the two projecting towers (landing 
on each fide of the Valdore gate, which had a good ravelin 
in front between them. The mortars fired varioufly. The fire 
of the cannon ceafed in three hours, but the mortars continued 
at intervals throughout the day. The garrifon returned very fpa- 
ringly. The next day, the nth, the battery, having been da- 
maged by its own ufe, fired lefs, and the town more, with the 
addition of (hells from two mortars in the Valdore ravelin, which 
(everal times fell in and near the Hanover battery; which never- 
thelefs opened again the next morning quite repaired, and with 

great 
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great'-vivacity }- but the enemy neither in this nor the preceding 
night had given any repair to the k. w. baftion, and its counter- 
guard ; which, in confequence of this negled, had very little fire 
to return, nor dicJ much come from the baftion of St. Jofeph, of 
the works of the Valdore gate. Many deferters came over in thefc two 
nights, and their accounts agreed of the difmal diftrefs' of the gar- 
rifon. The Englifli army, on the contrary, received the confirmation 
of a report, that more forces from England (fent by the fame fpirit 
as the others) were arrived at Anjengo, on the coaft of Malabar, 
’fix hundred men, the remaiftdtc ; of* the highland regiment, had 
embarked in the month of May ip.5fiye of the company’s (hips and 
two men df war of the line. 'the company’s and one of 

the men of war arrived at Anjenga on :15 th of December, and 
the others were daily expected there'. -X; ^ 

The redoubt on the fpit of land to tlwr ^out)i was compleated by 
the night of the i ath, and the workmen 'an,d|toplf, recalled, to ferve af 
the opening of the trenches, for which all the -rpaterials were by thi& 
time colleded. The Hanover battery fired little through the 13th, 
and received only a few (hells. In the beginning of the night, all 
appointed for the trenches were aftemblcd- at the bleaching town. 
They were 700 Europeans draughted from the rank and file, 400 
lafears, the pioneer company of 70 Europeans, and 200 coolies; 
there were likewife 400 oxen, with their drivers, one to three. 
The ground was opened, under cover, juft within the (kirt of the- 
bleaching town, in the part neareft the beach. After three fliort- 
returns, the trench was brought to the outfide of the houfes, 
and from hence pulhed on obliquely in one (freight line, until' 
it pafl'ed crofs the high road leading from the Madtafs gate, on the 
other fide of which mad, the intended battery was to be eredted. 
This oblique trench was 480 yards long, and from its termination 
was continued another of 280 yards, parallel to the defences of 
the town. Two (hort trenches Continued, one from each end* 
of this parallel, and fell in with the two ends of the intended' 
battery, which was to be conftruded 40 yards in front; and the 
parallel in the rear was to be the ftatioli of the main guard for 
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the fupport of the battery, if attacked. All this work, .compre- 
hending 800 yards, Iheltercd on thcrleft by gabions,- fefciiies, and 
> faiid-bage^ was executed by . the Europeans lbldiery,'divi<ied i^o com- 
panies, all working at the lame time according to the trace, on the 
'different ground allotted to each divifion; whilft thCs400 lafcars, 
.and the aoo coolies, wore employed in bringing the materials, riot 
only to them, but to : the i battery, v where the pioneers were 
at work, as requirii^ more, knowledge and exa€tnefs ; who before 
. the morning had finiflied lix embrafures ill the battery ; ,to which, 
. likewile, the oxen had brought the cannon from the artilleiy- 
park, which had been formed near the fea-lhore, ; juft without 
. the . bound-hedge. It was fcarcely poffible for the - ftihe ; number 
of hands to have done more work in the i. fame time. < Colonel 
.Coote, and the principal officers, pafled the night in "the trenches, 
and were accompanied by Mr. Pigot aiid Mr. -Dupre. The town, 
to their great furprize, although blue Mights often appeared on 
the walls, did not fire a Tingle . ffiot to . interrupt the work. Care 
. had been taken to leffen the ufual ' noife, ’ by not driving the 
t picquets of the gabions into the earth with the entrenching tools ; 
neverthelefs, fo many perfons continually bufy, the found of the 
carriages and oxen, and the call of their drivers could fcarcely re- 
main unheard ; as the battery was within 450 yards of the walls. 
Juft before ^day-light all the workmen were withdrawn, and 100 
European?, with jpo Sepoys, were pofted in the parallel, and ano- 
ther party of the fame number in the cover of the village at the 
tail of the trenches, in order to fupport the foremoft guard. The 
embrafures that were finiihed were left malked ; becaufe there had 
not been time to lay down the platforms for the guns. Neverthe- 
lefs, it was expefted, 'that the garrifon would fire hotly the enfuing 
day, were it onfy to dam^e the parapet of the battery. 

They were doubtlel's aftooiffied at the work they faw done ; but, 
only fired now and . then, and only fingle (hot at a time ; ohferv- 
ing which, the chief engineer fent carpenters, who laid down the plat- 
forms, without receiving any hurt. The Hanover battery fired 
.throughout the day, with, all its artillery and redoubled vivacity, 

which 
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which before night lilenced all the guns againft which it opened ; 
on the N. w. baftion and its counter-guard, on St. Jofeph^s, on the 
two demi-haftions, and on the ravelin of the Valdore gate. 

At night the pioneers, with 300 Lafcars, went to work again 
at the royal battery ; and the town, having well marked the aim, 
kept up a fmart fire of fliot, grape, and mulketry, which 
killed or dangeroufly wounded 12 men in the battery. Several 
(bowers of rain fell in the night, which gave apprehenfion that 
the enemy would fally ; bht they refrained, and before day-light 
the battery was compleated. It was called the royal, and contained 
eleven twenty-four pounders, and on the left three heavy mortars. It 
opened early in the morning, and, feconded by the crofs and enfilading 
fire of the Hanover battery with i o guns, f^on filenced all the defences 
which bore upon it ; excepting a gun or two on the baftioii next the 
beach. Inactivity joined neceffity in this unaccountable aban-- 
don of defence ; which was fo great, that, what rarely happens 
until all commanding works are entirely demolilhed, men were (et, 
and continued at work tiiroughout the day, along the whole line of 
the trenches, fixing more fecurely the gabions, ramming down the 
earth, and fmoothing the tops of the parapet, that the troops, if 
fallied upon in the enfuing night, might fire over them with cer- 
tainty and fafety. A party was draughted to begin, as foon as it 
was dark, another battery of fix guns, 300 yards nearer to the 
beach, and 1 50 nearer the walls : it was intended to defiroy the 
flanks of the feveral baflions, which the royal battery could only 
take in reverfe. 

As the fun was fetting. Colonel Coote coming, as was his cuflom, 
to fupervife the batteries, faw a flag advancing in the Villenore 
avenue; who, being challenged, announced the approach of a dc* 
putation. They came on foot, the town having neither horfes or 
palanktn bearers to carry them, and Colonel Coote received them at 
his head-quarters at Oulgarry. The deputies were Colonel Durre, 
commandant of the king’s artillery, father Lav aur, fuperior of the 
Jeluits, Moracin and Courtin, members of the council, with Tobin 
ferving as interpreter. 
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Colonel Durre delivered a memorial figned by Mf. Lallyof tbe 
following purport : “ That the Ehglilh* had taken Chandfema- 

“ gore agamft the faith of the treaties of neutrality which' had ai- 
rways fubfifted between the European nations in Bchgaf, and ef- 
“ pecially between the EngliOx and French ; and this at a time, when 
“ that fettlement had juft rendered the Englifti the moft'fignal ftr- 
“ vices, as well by refufing to join the Nabob Surajah Dowlah in 
“ the attack of Calcutta, as by receiving and fuccouring the inha- 
“ bitants of this colony, after their defeat and dilperfion ; by 
** which protection they were enabled to remain in the province, and’ 
“ by this continuance to recover their fettlements ; as Mr* Pigot had 
“ acknowledged in a letter to the government of Pondicheny. — ” 
That “ the goverment of Madrafs had refufod to fulfil the con- 
“ ditions of a cartel concluded between the two crowns, although 
“ Mr. Pigot had at firft accepted the cartel, and commiffioners had 
“ been appointed on both fides to meet at Sadrafs, in order to fettle 
“ amicably whatfoever difficulties might occur in the execution 
“ This conduCl of the Englifh (Mr. Lally goes on) puts it out of 

his power, as relponfible to the court of France, to propofe any 
“ capitulation for the city of Pondicherry.” — “ The troops of the 
“ king and company furrender themfelves, for want of provi- 
“ lions, prifoners of war to his Britannic Majefty, conformably 
“ to the terms of the cartel, which Mr. Lally claims for the 
“ civil inhabitants and citizens, and for the exercife of the 
“ Roman religion, the religious houfes, hofpitals, chaplains, fur- 
“ geons, domefticks, &c. referring to the two courts to decide a 
“ proportional reparation for the violations of treaties fo fblemnly ef- 
“ tablifhed.” — “ In confequence, Mr. Coote may to-morrow morn- 
“ ing at eight o’clock take poffeffion of the Villenore-gate, and on 
“ the fame hour tire next day of the gates of the citadel (Fort Louis) ; 
“ and as he has the force in his own hands, he may diftate fuch far- 
“ ther difpofitioHs as he may think proper.” — “ From a principle of 
“ juftice and humanity alone I demand (thefe are Mr. Lally’s words) 
“ that the mother and fitters of Rajahfaheb be permitted to feek an 
“ afylum wherefoever they lhall think proper, or that they re- 

“ main 
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main prifonei's with theEnglilh, and be not delivered into the 1761.* 
“ hands of Mahomed Ally Cawn, ftill tinged with the blood of the i — 

** father and hulhand, which he flied, to the fliamc indeed of thofe ^ 

who delivered up Chundafaheb to him, but to the fliame likewife 
“ of the commander of the Englifli army, who ought not to have fuf- 
“ fered fuch a barbarity to have been committed in his camp.” — 

** Being himfelf confined by the cartel in the declaration which he 
“ is now making to Mr. Coote, Mr. Lally confents that the mem* 

“ bers of the council of Pondicherry make their own reprefentations, 

“ on what may more immediately concern their particular interefts^ 

^ and thofe of the colony.” 

Father L»avaur and the other deputies, prefented another memo* 
rial, drawn up by the governor and the council of Pondicherry, 
containing, the following requlfitions. “ That no hurt fhould be 
“ done to the inhabitant^ ; their houfes be preferved, their effbfts 
“ and mercantile goods left to their own difpofal : that all who 
“ chofe might remain in their habitations, and were to be con- 
■“ fidered as Britifii fubjeds, and enjoy their former pofleflions and 
“ advantages. In their favour the Roman Catholic religion was 
to be maintained ; the churches, the houfes of the ecclefiaftics, 

■“ and the religious orders, whether within or without the cUy, to be 
preferved with every thing belonging to them ; the mifiionaries free 
“ to go and come, and receive under the Englifli flag the fame pro- 
“ te<ftion as they had under the French.” “ No buildings or edifices, 

“ and no part of the fortifications, were to be demoliflied, until the 
“ decifion of the refpeftive fovereigns.” — “ The records in the 
“ regifter-office, on which the fortunes of individuals depend, were 
“ to remain under the care of the prefent depofitaries, and be fent 
“ to France, at their dlfcrctlon.” — “ Not only the inhabitants who 
“ were French, but of whatfoever other nation eftahliftied at Pon- 
“ dkherry for their commerce, were to participate of thefe con- 
“ ditions.” — “ The Creoles of Bourbon and Mauritius, of whom 
“ the number, including five officers, are 41, having ferved only as 
volunteers, fliall have liberty to return home by the firft opjior- 

^ Z 2 • “ tunlty.” 
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“ tunity.”— ** Safeguards were to be furnlfhed to prevent diforders.** 
** And all thefo conditions were to be executed with good faith.” 

Colonel Coote gave an anfwer in writing to Mr. Lally’s memorial, 
fignifying, that “ the particulars of the capture of Chandernagore 
“ were before his Britannic Majefty, which precluded him from 
“ entering into any difcuhion on this fubjedt, neither could he admit 
“ tliat it had any relation to the furrender of Pondicherry.” “ That 
“ the difpute which had arifen concerning the cartel remained as yet 
“ undecided, by which it was out of his power to confent that the 

troops in Pondicherry fhould be deemed priibners on the terms 
“ of that cartel ; but that they muft furrender prifoners of war, to 
“ be treated at his dilcretion, which fhould not be deficient in hu- 
“ manity.” “ That the gates of the town and citadel fhould be 
“ taken pofleffion of by the Englifh troops at the hours propofed by 
“ Mr. Tally.” “ That the mother and fillers of Raj'ahfaheb fhould 
“ be efcorted to Madrafs, where proper care fhould be taken for 
“ their fafety, and that they fhould not on any account be delivered 
** into the hands of the Nabob Mahomedally.” To the other de- 
puties Colonel Coote only faid, that their propofitions were anfwered 
hi his anfwer to Mr. Tally: they returned into the town at. mid- 
night. 

The next morning, it was the i6th of January,, the grenadiers- 
of Coote*^s regiment marched from the camp, and took pofleflioii' 
of the Vilienoi'e gate. Colonel Coote dined with Mr. Tally; who, 
apprehenfive of tumult or difbrders, confented that the citadel fhould 
be delivered up in the evening, that tlvs foldiers might be put under 
confinement before night. Accordingly more troops marched in from- 
the camp ; and in the afternoon the garrilbn drew up under arms on- 
the parade before the citadel, and the Englifh troops facing them r 
Colonel Coote then reviewed the line, which, exclufive of commif- 
fioned officers, invalids, and others who had hid themfelves, amount- 
ed to I too, all wearing the face of famine, fatigue, or difeafe.. The- 
grenadiers of I^orrain and Tally, once the ablefl bodied men. in the- 
army, appeared the mofl impaired, having conflantly put themfelves 
forward to every fervice ; and it was recolleded, that from their firfl 

landings 
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landing, throughout all the fervices of the field, and all the diftreffes* 1761. 
of the blockade, not a man of them had ever deferted to the Englilh 
army. The vidor foldier gave his figh (which none but banditti. 
could refule) to this folemn contemplation of the fate of war, which- 
might have*fbeen his own. The French troops, after they were 
reviewed, marched into the citadel, where they depofited their arms 
in heaps, and were then conduded.to their prifons.- 

The next morning the Englilh flag was hoifted in the town, and' 
its difplay was received by the falute of a thoufand pieces of cannon,- 
from every gun of every lliip in the road, in all the Englifli polls and 
batteries, the field-artillery of the line, and on the ramparts and de- 
fences of Pondicherry. 

The furrender was inevitable, for at the fcanty rate of the 
wretched provifions, to which the garrifon had for fome time 
been reduced, there did not remain fufficient to fupply them two- 
days rnore. Neverthelefs the deteftation againfi: Mr. LalJy, if 
poflible, increafed, as the foie raithor of the calamity, and, no longer 
reftrained by his authority, broke out in the moft vindiflive expref-- 
fions of menace and reproach. The third day after the furrender was 
appointed for his departure to Madrafs. In the forenoon of this- 
day a troop of officers, mofily of the French company’s battalion, 
went up the fteps ot the government houfe, towards his apart- 
ments, where they were met by his aid de camp, whom they in-- 
fulted ; and were difperfed by the guaid, which oame up on the 
quarrel. This troop then afl'emblcd and waited below at the gate of 
the citadel until one o’clock. Mr. Lally did not move until the clofo 
of the day; his efcort was 1 5 Englifh hufl’ars, and four troopers of 
his own guard ; hq came out in liis palankin, and at the gate were- 
gathered a hundred perfons, moftly officersi, with them the coun- 
fellors Moracin and Courtiu. As foon as Mr. Lally appeared, a hue 
was fet up by the whole aflembly, hides, pointing, threats, , and; 
every ahufive name; but the efcort prevented violence. Mr. Dubois, 
the King’s commiflary, who was to proceed with Mr. Daily, came 
out of the fort an hour after, but on foot ; the fame aflembly had 
iioutinued on the parade, and fhoayered the fitme abufes. Dubois 
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ftopt, and faid he would anfwer any one. One Defer ftept out, they 
drew, and the fecond pafs laid Dubois dead, who w^as 6o years of 
age, fhort-fighted, and always wore fpedacles. No one would aflift 
his fervants to remove and bury the corpfe; and his death, vio- 
lent and iniquitous as it was, was treated as a meritorous aft : his 
' papers were immediately taken poflefiion of by the regifter. i It wafs' 
known, that he had, ever fince his arrival atiPondicheny, compofed 
protefts on the. part of the King all the dilbrders and irregu- 

larities which came to his‘ knowledge in any of the departments of 
the government, and the colleftion was veiy voluminous ; but none 
of his papers have ever appeared. 

The total number of the European military taken in the town, 
including fervices attached to the troops, was 2072 ; the civil inhabi- 
tants were 38 1 ; the artillery fit for fervice wem 500 pieces of can- 
non, and 1 00 mortars and howits. The ammunition, arms, weapons, 
and military ftores, were in equal abundance. 

On the 4th day after the I'urrehder, Mr. Pigot demanded of Co- 
lonel Coote, that Pondicherry Ihould be delivered over to the- Pre- 
fidency of Madrafs, as having become the property of the Englilh Eaft 
. India Company. A council of war, compofed of the two admirals, 
and four poft-captalns of the fquadron. Colonel Goote and three 
Majors of the king’s troops, aflembled, to deliberate on this de- 
mand ; and requiretl the authority on which it was made. MV. Pigot 
infilled on the king’s patent, dated the 14th of January 1758, which 
regulates the Company’s lhare and title to captures. The council 
of war deemed the patent Incompetent to the pretenfion. Mh Pigot, 
as the (horteft way, declared, that if Pondicherry were not delivered, 
the Prefidency of Madrals would not furnifh money either for the 
fubfiftence of the King’s troops, or the French prifoners. This con- 
clufion barred all farther argument, for neither the Admiral, nor 
the commander of the King’s troops, were authorized to draw 
bills on the government in England for .fueh a contingency. The 
council of war, therefore, fubmitted^to the requifition, but protefled 
againft the infult it conveyed againft the King’s prerogative, and 
declared the Prefidency relponfible for the coiilequences. 

During 
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l!)urmg this difcvlflibh. Colonel Coote detached eight companies 
df Sepoys, under the command of Captain Stephen Smith, to iriyeft’ 
the forts of (jihgee ; aiid'a convoy df military ftores were fent from 
the camp to MajCr Preftbn, who was continuing the blockade of 
Thiagar. 

The Nabob requefted and expedted that the army, after the necef- 
fary repofe, would accompany him againft fuch chiefs and feudatories, 
whom he wllhed or had pretenfions to call to account, either for con- 
tempts of his authority, or for tributes unfettled, or withheld. He 
had not forgiven the rebellion of his half-brother Nazeabulla of 
Nelore. His indignation had never ceafed againft Mortizally, the 
Kellidar of Velore, who, as well as the three greater Polygars to 
the north, and of Arielore, and Worioregollam to the fouth, were 
fUfpeifted of hidden treafures ; ftill more the greater and lelTer Mora- 
vars ; and the king of Tanjore, wealthier than all, fcarcely con- 
fidered the Nabob as his fuperior. 

But the Prefidency had other attentions to regard ; their treafury 
and credit was exhaufted in the reduftion of Pondicherry ; the care 
of 2 500 French prifoners required ftrong guards and no' little ex- 
pence. Bengal was engaged in hoftilities, wanted troops, and could 
lend no money. Bombay had extended its military concerns by the 
acquifition of the caftle of Surat in the beginning of the year 1 759,. 
which had induced the neceftity of other important attentions in that 
part of the continent ; and they were at this time earneftly requeft- 
ing the return of all the troops they had fent to Coromandel. The 
faftory at Telhchery llkewlfe advifed, that they intended to ftop the 
troops which were juft arrived and expefled in the Ihlps from Eng- 
land, and waited only the orders of their fuperiors at Bombay to 
attack the French fettlement at Mahe, in which fervice they requefted 
what afliftance could be Ipared from Coromandel. It was ftill un- 
certain, what was become of the French fquadron ; the Engllfti 
fquadron wanted their marines, and were enjoined a fecret lervice 
from England, in which Madrafs was to aflift. Thefe views and 
confiderations appeared to the Prefidency of more immediate impor- 
tance than the Indulgence of the triumphal notions which fwelled 
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the mind of the Nabob, wliofe joy at the redu£tion of Pondicherry, 
although the arfenal which had forged all the anxieties of his life, 
was immediately imbittered by this interruption to the future con- 
quefts he had To near at heart : and, unwilling to continue in the 
Carnatic without the entire predominance of his authority, he retired 
as it were in dllgufl with vi<Sl:ory to Tritchinopoly, where he arrived 
on the 15th of February. 

Four hundred of the French prifoners were fent to Madrafs, and 
the Highlanders, fix companies, with fbme artillery- men, and four 
companies of Sepoys, marched thither to reinforce the garrilbn ; 200 
were lent to Tritchinopoly under the efcort of loo Eurppeans, and 
feme Sepoys. The red: of the prifoners remained in the dungeons 
of Pondicherry, until they could be otherwife difpofed of ; and 300 
Europeans, Including the pioneer company, and 50 artillery-men, 
with the troop of European horfe, and four companies of Sepoys, 
were appointed to garrllbn the town. The troops from Bombay, 
being 120 of the king’s artillery, and 190 common infantry, belong- 
ing to that prefidency, embarked in two fhips to return thither ; the 
marines were rertored to the fquadron ; the reft of the army went 
into cantonments at Cuddalore. 

The court of France liad inftrufted Mr. Lally to deftroy the ma- 
Titime poftcftlons of the Englilh nation In India, which might fall 
to their arms. Thefe inftrudlions had been Intercepted ; ami, in con- 
fequence of them, the court of Directors of the Englilh Eaft-India 
Company had ordered their Prefidencies to retaliate the fame 
meafure on the French fettlcments, whenever in their power. Ac- 
cordingly Mr. Pigot, with tiie approbation of the council of Madrafs, 
refolved to demolifti the fortifications of Pondicherry ; and as Mr. 
Steveijs lignified his Intention to repair forthwith to ] 3 ombay, in 
order to refit his fquadron, the demolition was commenced without 
delay, left a French armament ftiould arrive during their abfence, 
and recover the town, whilft the fortifications remained In a condition 
to afixird any advantage In maintaining it. 

Mr. Stevens failed on the 23d of February, with all the ftiips, eleven 
of the line, and two frigates. They took away 400 of the prifoners 
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m Poodicheriy, all of the regiments of Lorrain and Lally, t® be 1761. 
confined at Bombay, or fent to Europe as opportunities Should 
offer. As Mr. Stevens intended to aid, if neceflary, in the attack 
of Mahe, the Prefidency fent 50 of the company’s artillery, and 
three of their engineers in the {(juadron. 

Mah^ is fituated four miles to the fouth of Tellicherry. The fort 
and town (land not far from the beach of the fea, along the Ibuth 
fide of a river, which admits fmall vefifels. Several hills rife near 
the town, and on the two neareft on the fame fide of the river are 
built two fmall forts, and a much larger, called St. George, on a hill 
on the other fide. The fettlement prefides over all belonging to the 
French company on this fide of the peninfula, excepting their fadory 
at Surat. Thefe dependencies are five forts to the north of Telli- 
cherry, and a fa£tory houfe at Calicut. 

The fiveihips from England had landed the troops at Tellicheriy 
by the 5th of January ; but from the length of the paflage to and 
fro, the permilfion from Bombay to attack Mah6 did not arrive 
before the beginning of February ; and with it the prefidency fent 
one of their cruizers, and a bomb-ketch to afilfi; ; as none of the Ihips 
had been detained. The delay had given Mr. Louet, the governor 
of Mahe, time to make treaties for alfiftance with feveral of the neigh- 
bouring chiefs of the country, with whom the fettlement had long 
been in commerce; and they promifed and Iwore to afiifi; efficacioufly, 
as againft a common enemy. The aid was much wanted, for the Eu- 
ropean military, on whom the ftrefs of the defence was to reft, did 
not exceed 100, and even they, from the general neceflity of the 
French company’s affairs, had not received their p«\y for leveral 
months, and mifled no opportunity of deferting. The black troops 
belonging to tbe company, were a thoufand. 

The troops at Tellicherry marched put and encamped on, the 8th 
of February on the limits of Mahe. Thejr numbers, for thegarrifou 
took the field, amounted to 900 Europeans, and 700 natives ; they 
were commanded by major HedorMunro, who determined to direa 
his firft attack againft Fort St. George, on the hither fide of the 
river. 
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All the felicitations of Mr. Louet were of no avail, when his allies 
faw the Engliih troops taking the field, and were apprized of their 
numbers ; they did not fend a man ; and before day-break the next 
morning, he difpatched a letter to Mr. Hodges, the chief of Telli- 
cherry, propofing terms of capitulation, on which Major Munro was 
ordered not to commence hoftilities. Agents fent to explain doubts 
and objedions, continued going to and fro until the morning of 
the 13th, when the capitulation was figned. It was agreed, that 
all the European military fhould be tranfported at the expence 
of the Englifh, either to the ifland of Bourbon, or to Europe, 
and when landed there, to be free. The effefts, artillery, and 
military ftores, belonging to the French company, were to be 
furrendered, but the effects and pofleffions of individuals were to be 
preferved to them entire, without moleftatibn in the ufe. The free 
exercife of the Roman religion was to be permitted as before the 
furrender ; the priefts on no account were to be vexed, nor the 
churches or religious edifices impaired. The forts to the north- 
ward of Tellicherry were to be given up on the fame conditions as 
Mahe, and the factory at Calicut was to continue unmolefted under 
the ufual neutrality of that town : ample honours of war were al- 
lowed to the garrifon. Five hundred men under the command of 
Major Peers marched into Mahe at noon ; and fbon after, the garrilbn 
were efcorted with their honours to Tellicherry. A detachment was 
then prepared under the command of Major Monro, to take in the 
forts to the northward, which it was fufpefled might difpute the 
terms of capitulation provided for them. The news of the furrender 
of Mahe arrived at Madrafs on the 3d of March. 

Captain Stephen Smith, as loon as encamped before Gingee, 
fummoned Maegregor, the commanding officer, who anfwered, that 
if he had brought one hundred thoufaiad men, the forts would not 
be reduced in three years. The troops encamped to the eaft op- 
polite to the outward pettah on the plain, which, although it 
it had a mud wall, was of much lefs defence than the inward town, 
which Hands on higher ground, nearly in the center of the triangu- 
lar valley, extending between the three mountains. The valley 
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is enclofed on the three fides by a ftrong wall with towers of Aone, 
which have a ditch before them, excepting in fuch parts where the 
rocks render it unneceffary; but the wall continues up the moun- 
tains, and furrounds the three forts, connecting them with each other. 
Behdes this exterior enclofure, the interior and higher defences run 
double round the two forts to the eaft ; and the great mountain to 
the weft, which is the principal fortification, has four enclofures, one 
below another towards the town in the valley, but of different fpaces 
and elevations ; and the higheft is a fteep rock in the north-weft 
part of the third enclftfure above the valley ; this far overtops all the 
mountains, and in the fort on its fummit, although fmall, is a con- 
tinual fpring of water. The extent of wall in all the fortifications 
meafures more than 12000 yards; to defend which the French had 
only 150 Europeans, topafl'es, or coffrdis, 600 Sepoys, and 1000 
natives of the adjoining hills, whom they called colleries. But 
they fuppofed the forts on the mountains to be Impregnable, and that 
the town below would not be attempted, becaufe, if taken, the troops 
which were to maintain it, would be continually fubjeCt to the fire 
of the defences above. 

The wall on the eaft fide of the valley extends 1 200 yards from 
the mountain of St. George on the right, to the Englifh mountain 
on the left, and nearly in the middle paffeth along the fide of a 
heap of rocks on which the French had raifed a work, which they 
called the royal battery ; under which on the right towards the 
mountain of St. George flood a gateway oppofite to the outward 
pettah in the plain : but the pettah extended only from this moun- 
tain to the rocks of the battery. 

Obfervation and deferters (of whom feveral came every day) ap- 
prized Captain Smith of the ftate of the garrifon and defences, and 
that the garrifon remained in perfeCt fecurity as well in the town 
below, as in the forts above. On the night between the 2d 
and third of February, he marched from his camp with 600 Sepoys, 
in two divifions, of which the foremoft, 200, carried a fufficient 
number of Icaling ladders, and the others were to fupport when called 
for. They left the north wall of the pettah on the left, but pafled 
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through the IhterWls of fome houfes, which adjohied tbtt ahd btought 
them oppofite tO the middle of thaft part of the wdl of the valley 
which extends hetween the royal battery and the Englilh tftouMairt* 
TheycfolTed the ditch, placed their ladders, and got oVer the Wall un- 
challenged : the obje<f!t was nOW to get pofleffion of the g;ate on the 
other fide of the royal battery j but the rocks on which it flood ex- 
tended backwards to the firft houfes of the town, and it was necefl- 
fary to go through the firft ftreet leading acrofs, iti Order to pafs be^ 
yond the rear of the rocks and gain an avenue of trees, which led 
down to the gateway : they proceeded even (jSite through the ftreet 
unperceived ; but, as they were coming doWn the avenue^ Were chal- 
lenged and difcovered by the guard of the gateway, who fifed;, 
which alarmed the other ftations in the town,, but with fo much 
confufion, that Captain Smith gave no attention to it, but haftened 
to the gateway, from which he difperfed the guard at the pulh of 
bayonet, and opening the gate let in the other divifion of 400 Sepoys, 
who were halting not far off in the neareft fhelter, and with them 
took pofleffion of the royal battery. It was now three in the morn- 
ing, and Smith waited for day light to drive the enemy Out of 
the town, who retired before ; fome to St. George’s, others to 
the Englifli mountain, but moft of them into the enclofure next 
the town towards the great mountain, where they continued firing 
from the adjacent rampart throughout the next day upon the guards 
•which were advanced and ftationed in the houfes of the town ; 
and cannon from all the hills continually plunged down, wherefoever 
they faw or fulpefled any of the Englifh troops ; but with little efFeCI. 
In the enfuing night the enemy’s troops, who had retired to the fecond 
enclofure, left it, and retreated to the higher defences, of the great 
mountain. 

On intelligence of this fuccefs rooo more Sepoys were fent to 
Smith, who as the town was very unhealthy, continued more than 
one half of his force in the encampment on the plain. The delertion 
continued, and amongft them came a very experienced Jemautdar 
of the Sepoys, who profered to lead a party by a path he knew to 
furprize the forts on St. George’s mountain ; he was trufted, and 
4 the 
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ihe^ jxext night zap Sepoys inarched under his guidance. We 
are not apprized of their track, but fuppofe they proceeded from the* 
camp and went upontheoutfide of the mountain to the fouth, to the 
enclofure of the outward rock which, is 8o feet higher than thofe be- 
neath. They fixe^ their ladders, and got over the wall before they 
were difcoyered, .and Icized 8 Europeans, but the reft of the guard 
©fcaped to the enclofures below ; where all continued very alert until 
day-light, when an. officer came down to capitulate, and demanded 
very liberal terms ; but captain Smith knowing that they were at any 
time in his power, by fending more men up to the rock above them, 
refu fed to accept _ the furrender, excepting at difcretlon ; to which 
'they confented. They were 42 Europeans, of whom fix were 
officers, and 70 Sepoys. A large ftock of provifions was found 
in the forts of this mountain, by which it^was concluded, that thofe 
in the two others were equally as well provided ; and ho enquiry gave 
hopes that either of thefe fortrefl'es could be taken, by furprlze, and 
ftill lefs by open attack. It therefore remained to try if time might 
produce the fuccefs which was not to be expected either from force 
or fortune. 

The fameday that the mountain of St. George furrendered to captain 
Smith, the important fortrefs of Thiagar capitulated to Major Prefton, 
after a blockade and bombardment of 65 days, during which, above 
40 Europeans had deferted to him from the rock, 20 had been 
killed or died, 25 lay wounded in the hofpital, and 114 rank and 
file, with twelve officers, were in a condition to march, fo that the 
whole number of Europeans which had been Ihut up were upwards of 
200, with 300 Sepoys, and 100 CofFrees ; they had provilions for 
two months longer j and the water, which gave the principal value to 
the fort, continued as ufual in plenty, and of a good quality. 
Neverthelefs, the commanding officer only ftipulated that the gar- 
rifon fhould receive the fame treatment as the troops taken in Pon- 
dicherry ; according to which the officers were to be fenc to Europe 
upon parole, not to ferve again during the prefent war, and the 
Europeans of rank and file were to be treated at dlfcretion ; and they 
were fent to be confined with thofe already in the prilons of 
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Tritchinopoly ; but the Sepoys and CofFrees being excellent were 
taken into the Company’s fervice. 

In the mean time, the detachment from Tillecherry ^yas profe- 
cutlng the reduflion of the dependencies of Mahe. The firft is 
called Fort Delhi, fituated on the ftrand of a promontory called 
Mount Delhi, which is a remarkable head-land ten miles to the 
north of Tellicherry ; four miles further on is the mouth of the 
river of Neliferum, which, defeending from the mountains to the eaft, 
turns fliort many miles above, and continues parallel to the beach 
of the fea, from which it is no where a mile afunder ; a mile and a 
half up this river on the left hand, and on the mouth of another, 
ftands Ramatilly, which is a fmall fort ; on the fame fide, five 
miles beyond, is the fort of Mattalavy, which ftands ftrong on 
a rocky eminence ; feven miles farther, on the n. fide of the 
mouth of another river, is the fort of Neleferum, which is much 
larger ; and fix miles up this river, to the eaft, and on its left Ihore, 
ftands the fifth fort, which is fmall, and called Veramaly. Fort 
Delhi, Neliferum and Ramatilly were garriloned by French troops, 
but the government of Mahe had delivered up the other two in 
pledge for debt to two chiefs of the country, who were determined 
not to part with them until compenfated ; and as they equally 
commanded the rivers, which were the channels of traffick, the other 
three would be of no fervice, if the tw o continued in hoftility. Delhi 
and Ramatilly furrendered on the firft fummons, but at Mattalavy 
were aflembled a large body of Naires, whofe bravery is always def- 
perate. The two fhips from Pondicherry, which were carrying back 
the Bombay troops, were at this time working up the coaft of Ma- 
labar, and had palled beyond the river of Neliferum; and Major Mon- 
ro, finding more refiftance than he expeileed in his expedition, fent 
after them for artillery-men and cannon, which came, and two 
batteries were ere<fted againft Mattalavy ; but the fettlement of 
Tellicherry had in the mean time been negotiating with the two 
chiefs who were in poflfelfion of Matalavy and Veramally, who 
confented to furrender them on condition of receiving an annual 
fine, which for both amounted to 3000 rupees. As fbon as theft 
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^rts were delivered, the French garrifon at Neliferum, which didiwjt 
exceed 20 Europeans, fubmitted without refiftance. 

On the 5th of April, (Captain Stephen Smith received a propofal 
from Captain Macgregor, who commanded in the^great mountain of. 
Gin gee, that he would capitulate, if his garrifon were allowed the 
honours of war, the rank and file to he fent to Europe by the firft 
opportunity as prifoners liable to exchange, but the officers per- 
mitted to . retire, with their arms, baggage and effcds, to any of the 
neutral fettlements on the coaft, where they were to be fubfifted ac- 
cording to their ranks at the expence of the Englifh company, .who 
werelikewilcto defray their pafl'age to Europe. Three hundred of the 
Englifh Sepoys had already died in the town, and in the mountain of 
St. George, from the peculiar inclemency of the air, which has always 
been deemed the moft unhealthy in the Cafnatic, infbmuch that the 
French, who never until lately kept more than 100 Europeans here, 
had loft 1 200 in the ten years during which it had been in their pof- 
feffion. Captain Smith, therefore, very readily accepted the terms, 
and in the afternoon the garrifons marched out of the two mountains. . 
They were i3 oftcers, and 100 rank and file, Europeans, coffrees, 
and topafles, and 40 laicars for the artillery, which were 30 pieces 
of cannon and tome mortars. A paffport and fafeguard was allowed 
to a moor of dlfiindtion, who had long refided in the great mountain. ■ 
Tnis d.iv nvnated the long contefted hoftilities between the two 
rival E:.i'opean powers in Coromandel, and left not a fingle enfign 
of the French nation avowed by the authority of its government in ■ 
any part 01 UuIm; for the troops which had gone away to Myfore, 
were hereafter to Oe regarded as a band of military adventurers feek- 
ing fortune and luhliitence. In Bengal they had not a fingle agent 
or reprefentative, and their factories at Surat and Calicut were meef 
trading houfes on fufferanct. 'T'hus after a war of 15 years, which 
commenced with the expedition of Dclabourdonnais againft Madrafs 
in 1 746, and had continued from that time with fcarcely the in- 
termifiion of one year, was retaliated the fame meafure of extirpation, 
which had been intended, and invariably purfued, by the French 
councils againft the Englifh commerce and power : for fuch, as is 
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avcAved in the French memoirs on the events we have i«elated, was 
the objea of Del'ahourdonnais* expedition, of the whole government 
aiul ambition of Dupleix, and of the great-armament of naval and 
land forces, wliich accompanied Mr. Lally tO India, who conftaMly 
declared, that lie had but-one point, which was, not to -leave an 
Enolilhman in the penlnfula. To retard as much as poffible the 
faciilty of their re-eftablilhment in Coromandel, if reftorations fltovrld 
be made at the conclufron of a general peace, Mr, Pigot laid a repre- 
feii ration before the council of Madrafs, %\drich determined them to 
dcftroyall the interior buildings, as well as the fortifications of Pon- 
dicherry, of which the demolition was by this time nearly completed . 
and in a few months more, not a roof was left ftanding in this once 

fair andflourifhing city. , ,, j i* • 

For two years before, the fortune of France had been declining in 
every other part of the world ; they had loft their fettlements on the coaft 
of Africa, half their weft india iflands, the whole region of Canada; 
their naval force was utterly ruined, and their armies were ftrugghng 
under defeats in Germany. The lofs of India, as a laft hope, excited 
the public indignation more than any of the former difafters, which 

was fo far fromproducinganyreconeiliationamongfttheamenable, that 

it only fharpened their vengeance againft each other. Mr. l^ally^ on his 
arrival, formally accufedMr. De Leyrit, Mr. Bufly, Mr. Moracln and 
Courtin, of having wilfully confpired the ruin of the French affairs 
from their averfion to himfelf, as appointed by the K.lng to invefti- 
gate and corred the abufes of the government of Pondicherry.^ Of 
200 perfons who were either arrived or returning from hence, 
not more than 20 were in habits or connedions with Mr. hvally ; all 
the others, revolted by the exceffes of his temper, or the feventy of 
his authority, bore him either fecret grudge, or avowed hatred ; 
all thefe became voluntary partizans with Mr. De Leyrit and the 
council, whofe relblutions were conduded at Paris, as they had 
been at Pondicherry, by the jefuit Lavaur. Their fiift ftep in 
public was to prefent a manifeft to the comptroller-general, in 
exculpation of themfelves, and accufing Mr. Lally of mifeondud 

under nine different heads, which, as they faid, proved more than 
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incapacity ; and in Auguft 1762, they petitioned the King to vindi- 
cate themfelves juridically from the accufations of Mr. Lally ; who 
Ibme months after was confined in the Baftile. In June 1763, 
father Lavaur died ; this jefuit had compofed in India two me- 
moirs, the one a juftification and panegyrick, the other a defama- 
tory impeachment of every part of Mr. Lally ’s condu(£l:. Argu- 
ments taken from this piece were occafionally fupplied to pro- 
pagate the public antipathy, but it had never been authentically 
publilhed. As Lavaur was rated as an evidence, his papers were 
taken pofleffion of by the officers of juftice, and amongft them this 
libel was found. Lavaur, as if ruined by the lofs of Pondicherry, 
had petitioned the government for a fmall penfion of fubfiftence ; 
and it was difcovered that he died poffeflTed of 60,000 pounds in 
gold, diamonds, and bills of exchange. ■‘This hypocrify, with 
the frauds of another jefuit, who managed the weftern miffions, con- 
duced not a little to the expulfion of the order ; but full attention 
was given to the memoir of Lavaur, and from its documents the 
attorney general inferred the charge of high treafon, which deprived 
Mr. Lally of the affiftance of counfel. After he had been con- 
fined 18 months, the deponents in the procefs were brought 
before him, and he permitted to interrogate them before the re- 
corder. The number of fa£ls depofed againfl: him amounted to one 
hundred and fixty, for every violent or unguarded expreffion during 
the courfe of his government and ill fuccefs was admitted. The 
number of witnefles muft likewife have been many, for Mr. Lally 
oppofed ftrong reproaches of incompetency to thirty-four of them. 
The recorder was the fame, who had given the moft fanguinary 
judgment ever pronounced in France againft a young man of family ; 
and Mr. Lally, with his ufual indii'cretion and intemperance, aggra- 
vated the feverity of his character, by treating him with haugh- 
tinefs and contempt during the difcharge of his office. Eighteen 
months pafled in the confrontation and interrogatories, v hen the 
final decifion was to be made by the whole parliament of Paris, 
which is compofed of 1 20 members. It muft be left to conjeaure, 
how many of them went regularly through the immenfe volume 
; VoL. II. 5 ^ 


1761. 

V 1 

April. 



The War of Coromandel. Book XIII. 

of records from which they were to form their judgement, and how 
few perfevered in comparing and combining this multitude of de- 
pofitions with one another, in a fubjedV fo new to them, whether 
as military operations by land and fea, or as tran factions in a ftrange 
land, of which they were now to learn the cuftoms, manners, dir 
mate, and' geography. Neverthelefs with due attention, much of 
tJiis knowledge, and of the caufe itfelf, might be acquired from the 
memoirs publifhed not long before the decifion, by Mr. D’Ache, 
Soupires, Bufly, and of Mr. Deleyrit, who was dead, hut pub- 
lifhed by his heirs, with feveral others of lefler note and impOTtance ? 
and from the more copious juftifications of Mr. Tally, written 
by himfelf, with the fame unconquered fpirit of irivedive againft 
his enemies, as had brought on him the combination of accu- 
fations, on which the jurifprudence of his country was now to 
pronounce. Rut none of thefe publications alledged, hor did any 
evidence aifert any fad, ta warrant the fentence of his judges, 
who muft therefore have been led by the report of the recorder 
to condemn hiin to be beheaded, as duly attainted and con- 
vided of having betrayed the interefts of the King, the flate, and 
the Eaft India, company ; of abufe of authority, vexations, and ex- 
adions, upon the fubjeds of the King, and ftrangers refident in Pon- 
dicherry. Before the fentence was made known, he had been divefled 
in the prefence of the court of his military orders, and declared de- 
graded of his military rank, in confequence of which he was removed 
from the Baftile, as a more honourable confinement, to the common 
prifon of criminals. Here in the morning of the 9th of May, 1 766, 
his fentence was read to him ; he threw up his hands to heaven, and 
exclaimed. Is this the reward of 45 years fervice ! and fnatching a pair 
of compafles, which lay with maps on his table, ftruck it to his 
breaft, but it did not pierce to his heart; he then gave loofe to every 
execration againft his. judges and accufers. His fcaffold was pre- 
pared, and his execution appointed for the fame afternoon : to pre- 
rent him from fpeaking to the fpe 61 ators, a large gag was put into 
his mouth before he was taken out of prifon, when h6 was carried 
in a common cart, and beheaded on theGrere. He perifhed in the 
45 th year of his age. 
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If abufe of authority, vexations, and exadlions, are not capital 
in the jurilprudence of France, they ought not to have been in- 
ferted, as efficacious, in the fentence of death. The betraying of 
interefts required that the intention of ruining them ffiould be 
proved by inconteftable fa€ts ; but Mr. Lally neither gave in- 
telligence to the Englifli, of which they could take advantage, 
nor led or commanded his troops to fervices of deftrudlion 
without the probability of advantage from their efforts, nor re- 
ceived bribes to influence the general plan of his condud. The 
invedive of his declaration to Colonel Coote, when offering to 
furrender, (hews how little favour he expeded from the Englifh 
government; and he had perfonally offended Mr. Pigot in his cor- 
refpondence. Nevertheleis, the imputation of having fold Pondi- 
cherry, opened the cry againfl: him in Franco. Mr. D’Eftaign and 
Crillon depofed honourably of him. Nor was the fentence of his 
judges unanimous. Mr. Siguier, admired for his eloquence, and 
Mr. Pellot, for his application and the clearnefs of his underftanding, 
declared tfieir convidion of his innocence ; another of his judges ac- 
knovdedged, that he was not condemned on any particular fad, but 
on the whole together. Mr. Voltaire, who had well confidered the 
caufe, has not fcrupled to call his death a murder committed with 
the fword of juflice. 

Mr. Lally conftantly claimed the right of having his military 
condud tried by a board of general officers. They would have feen 
his errors with difcernment, and weighed them with impartiality. 
That the recall of Mr. Bufly from Salabadjlng, and the fubftituting 
the infufficient abilities of Mr. Conflans, produced the lofs of Ma- 
fulipatam and the northern provinces. That the fiege of Madrafs 
was wrong in the intention, and equally defedive in the execution ; 
but that Mr. Lally expeded no abler reliftance here than he had 
met at Fort St. David. That the feparation of the army, by the large 
detachment fent to Seringham, which enabled the Englifh to ex- 
tend. their barrier to the fouth of the Paliar by the acqulfitlon of 
Vandivafh and Carangoly, was contrary to the found principles of 
war; but that the motive was, the hope of relieving the want of 
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iftoney, and the diftrefs for provlfions. That the attempt to retake 
Vandlvafh, reduced Mr. Lally to the necef^ty of receiving battle, 
which as the Englllh were feeking, he ought to have avoided'; 
but that he had reafon to expeft greater induftry and Ipirit in. the 
artillery, officers, and engineers, who might have breached the place 
in half the time. Whether, after this battle, Pondicherry might have 
been better ftored, or whether the provifions colledled were injudi- 
cloufly difpofed of, would, after all witnelics, have remained a decifion 
of doubt. 

The troops which arrived with Colonel Coote in November 1759, 
with his Immediate activity in the redutftion of Vandivafli and Caran- 
goly, brought the war nearly to an equality ; which juftified him in 
rifquing the battle for the relief of Vandivafh, although he fought 
it with the inexplicit difapprobation of the prefidency in his pocket; 
but his difpofitions had fecured refources agaiiift mifchance. Before 
this important fuccefs, the views of no one had extended to the re- 
duction of Pondicherry : but inftantly after, all were impreffed with 
the firmeft perfuafion of this termination of the war. This fortu- 
nate confidence led to the moft vigorous counfels. Nothing, it was 
reafoned, if all advantages are taken, can fave Pondicherry, except- 
ing the arrival of their fquadron in force fufficlent to cope with the 
Englifh ; or the lucky introduction of troops and money by divi- 
lions of their fhlps, if the whole do not venture : whatfoever is 
gained in the mean time , will -require fo much efibrt to recover, 
ffiould the enemy be reinforced ; and if they are not, will be fo much 
accomplifhed towards the ultimate objeCt. The enterprizing fa- 
gacity of Colonel Coote loft no time in difcovering and taking every 
advantage. The prefidency feconded his operations by the expedition 
to Karical, and in fupplles to the field ; the garrifon of Tritchinopoly 
by their aClivity ; the detachment to the weftward by its vigilance ; 
the army by their zeal on all occafions. Colonel Coote, by conftantly 
expofing his own perfon with the Sepoys, had brought them to fuf- 
tain dangerous fervices, from which the Europeans were preferved. 
By this oeconomy, and the reinforcements from England and Bombay, 
if the armament fb much announced had arrived, and landed a 
4 greater 
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greater force than France had ever before font to India, the 
Englifh on the day of the furrender of Pondicherry, were in a 
condition to have given them battle, if they had chofcn it, under 
their very walls. 

Colonel Coote embarked on the 1 3th of March, leaving his regi- 
ment to. follow; and with him, our narrative returns to the affairs of 
Bengal. 
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E R RAT A, 

Hiofc marked vrkh an aftcrifk, arc errors or over-fights of the Author. 
S^ECriOK THE FIRST, 


Page. Line. - 

2 2 Sagor read Sagorc. 

7 29 dele m m in Mahomnicdan, 

8 12 /«»’ Emperar, rwf/ Emperor, 

15 26 before government, infert the. 

37 16 for Benar, r^adBerar. 

57 18 for even, read ever. 

59 t after more put a comma. . 

98 29 dele one of the ats. 

10 1 ult for Decan, read Duan. . 

107 24 before happened, infert had. 

. . .. for hapened, read happened. 

142 4 before mounted, infert were. . 

151 9 /flrLattec, mdLatty, 

166 0 before his, infert hy, 

^190 27 for Bahar, read Bhar. 

210 14 /«>■ Mahomet, read Mahomed. 

218 32 /®r faftoty, rwrf faftory. 

*231 12 /sr fix, read ten. 

*245 31 /or Timary, read Timery, . 

*248 4 for weftern, read eaftern. 

— - It for eaftward, read weftward, . 

^249 23 for N. w. read N. 

*2 0 H before brambles, inflead ^thick, read llrongi 
284 3 for Beliar, read Bahar. 

— 26 idem. idem. 

— 21 after Nabob infert a comma, . 

313 26 the, the laJI tuord in the line, \ 

315 3 * /or Mattaver, rWMatlavar, . 

316 2 idem. idem. 

29 after came, infert a comma. . 

322 13 fl/or enemy for : ; 

*332 1 7 for all at equal diftance, read as the linC' admitted. 
337 2 for Arcelore, read Ariclorc, 

♦352 26 for proceed read return. 
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Thofe marked with an afteriflc, are errora or over-figbta of the Author, 
SECTION THE SECOND, 


Page. Line. 

*367 3 /or Rangarow, Kiftnarow. 

<>36() 2 for Chinglapet, read that place, 

400 18 dele of thofe. 

*401 19 /tfr Sidaptc read Siiipety and put after It ; 

^^409 6 for right, read left, 

*424 13 Gopaulharrjr, rra</Gopaulrow; A# wa/ ) 

• — 14 idem. idem. 

— 22 /or Trivalore, Tripafibre. 

430 28 dele comma after feeing. 

^436 21 /or pallifado, rW pallifade, 

437 /or Achempettah, Aimapettah. 

468 2S dele the comma afer Tinivelly, 

469 30 dele the comma after diftrifts, 

475 29 for diftancc read dcfiftance, 

494 3 dele the comma after Paliar, 

— 8 for with, read without. 

*498 4 /orTri Permadore, reaiStrcc Permadorcj 

502 10 for Abdulwahad, read Abdulwahab. 

*512 28 /or 56, roa^/ 50. 

527 8 before which, infert on, 

*54° 3 read right, 

*562 4 for eaftcrn, read weftern. 

564 ',29 before recovered, infert who. 

587 3 after fide, put a comma. 

593 7 for rampart*, read ramp*. 

•601 2t /or left, read poftcd. 

609 9 for retjufting, read requefting, 

621 21 /or lain, rwrf laid, 

626 5 for Villapcrum. read Villaparum, 

634 28 after ifland, tnfead of y put \ 

641 ult. for arival, read arrival. 

645 penult. for Ouglarec, read Oulgarry, 

*660 6 for 1400, read i lOo. 

*662 24 for error, read miftake. 

674 4 after of, infert the. 

18 for call, read north. 

*682 2 for attack, read divifion, 

691 18 for 14th rtad 4th, 
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Section the First. 

1 

The Countries of Indoftan, Eaft of Delhi, by Major James Rennell, Page i* 
Plan of Calcutta, 1756, Page 61. 

Calcutta as in 17561 Page 71. 

Bengal and Bahar, Page 1 1 9. , 

Territory of Calcut a, 1757, Page 134. 

The Countries of Coromandel, from the Coleroon to Cape Comorin, Page lo/i' 
Trinomalee, Page 247. 

Thiagar, Page 248. 

Elevation of a Polygar’s Fort; in the northern provinces. Page 255. • 
VIzagapatam, in 1758, Page 261. 

Fort St. David, with the French attack 1758, Page J07. 

Tanjore, reduced from an exadt furvcy, Page^a^. , 

ViewofTanjore, Page 329... 

Section the Second. . 

The Carnatic, from the Penar to the Coleroon, with the Weflern Moun- 
tains, and Part of Myfore, Page gdy, ■ 

Madrafs, part of the Black Town, and the adjacent ground to the s. and w. 

with the French atttudc, from Dec. 12, 1758, to Feb. 17, 1759, Page 385. 
Plan of the fronts of Fort St. George, attacked by Mr. Lally, from the 14th 
of Dec. 1758, to the idth of Feb. 1759, with part of the Black Town, 
Page 460. 

Palam Cotah, near Tlnivelly, Page 467. 

Mafulipatam, Page 480. 

Valdore and Vandivalh, to face Page>5i7; but Valdorerefers-to 
Carangoly, Page 545. 

Chittapet, Page 591. . 

Arcot Fort and Chilambarum, to face 593 ; butChilambdrum refers to Page hgo. 
View of the Forts on the hills of Vcloor, Page 603. 

Permaebil, Page dod. 

Karical, Page 617. 

Pondichisfry, Page 645, 
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Thofe marked with an afterifk, are errors or ovcr-fights of the Author, 
SECTION THE SECOND. 


Line. 

♦ 367 3 y’^r Rangarow, Kiftnarovv. 

^>36*) 2 for Chinglapet, read that place, 

4C0 18 dele of thofe, 

.>.40 r 19 yi?r Sitfiptc Sldapct, and put after it ; 

:^409 6 for right, 1 ead left, 

^4.24 13 for Gopaulharry, read Gopaulrow; he went by both names 

— 14 idem. idem. 

— 11 ypr Trivalore, wi rripaftbre. 

430 28 dele comma after feeing. 

^436 21 /ir pallilado, rm<^/ pallifade, 

437 18 yir Achempettah, Aimapettah, 

468 25 dele the comma after Tinivelly. 

469 30 dele the comma after diAnfts, 

475 ^9 diftancc dcfiftance, 

494 3 dele the comma after Paliar, 

— 8 for with, read without. 

*498 4 Tri PermaJorc, Stree PermaJorc j though both prevails 

502 10 /«?r Abdul wahad, Abdulwahab. 

*512 28 for ^6^ read ^0^ 

527 8 before which, infert on. 

■^540 3 for lefr, read right. 

^562 4 for eaftern, read weftern, 

5<>4 .29 before recovered, infert who. 

587 3 after fide, put a comma. 

593 7 ramparts, read ramps. 

*601 21 for left, read ported. 

609 9 for requfting, read reejuefting. 

621 21 /^r lain, read^dxA. 

626 5 for Villaperuin read Villaparum. 

634 28 after illand, tnfead of , put ; 

641 ult. for arival, read anival. 

645 pcnult.yir Ouglarcc, read Oulgarry. 

■^'660 6 for 1400, read iiOo* 

‘^662 24 jor error, read millakc, 

674 4 after of, tnjert the. 

^ — 18 fo^ cart-, readnoxl\x. 

^682 2 for attack, read divifion. 

691 18 yir 14th 4th. 
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The Countries of Indofl an, Eaft of Delhi, by Major James Rcnnell, Page i. 
Plan of Calcutta, 1756, Page 61. 

Calcutta as in i75<^» Page 71. 

Bengal andBahar, Page 119. 

I’erritory of Calcut a, 1757, Page 134. 

The Countries of Coromandel, from the Coleroon to Cape Comorin, Page 
Trinomalce, Page 247. 

Thiagar, Page 248. 

Elevation of a Polygar’s Fort, in the northern provinces, Page 255. 
Vizagapatam, in 1758, Page 261. 

Fort St. David, with the French attack 1758, Page 307, 

Tanjore, reduced from an exadfurvey, Page 323. 

View of Tanjorc, Page 329. 

Section the Second,- 

The Carnatic, from the Penar to the Coleroon, with the Weflern Moun- 
tains, and Part of Myfore, Page 367, 

Madrafs, part of the Black Town, and the adjacent ground to the s. and w, 
with the French attack, from Dec. 12, 1758,10 Feb. 17, 1759, Page 385. 
Plan of the fronts of Fort St. George, attacked by Mr. Lally, from the 14th 
of Dec. 1758, to the i6th of Feb. 1759, with part of the Black Town, 
Page 460. 

Palam Cotah, near Tinivelly, Page 467. 

Mafulipatam, Page 480. 

Valdore and Vandivalh, to face Page 517 J but Valdore refers to ^27. 
Carangoly, Page 545. 

Chittapet, Page 591. 

Arcor Fort and Chilambarum, to face 593 i butChilambarum refers to Page 630, 
View of the Forts on the hills of Veloor, Page 603* 

Permacoil, Page 606. 

Karical, Page 617. 

Pondicherry, Page 645. 
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A Bdulwahab Cawit, 371. 424.4-5- 443 - 

^ 4 ^ 3 . 461. 463. 494. 502, 

Abx ' JJjniaris ^ 54^- 

/hhcmpcttiih^ i miles from Tanjore, 43;. 

Artif, a French il'ip of war, 512. 513. 693. 
Adams, c^ptahi, 6^8 
AdlercrorFs regiment, 438, 487. 

Afinct, captain, 379, 380, 382, 

Alofih 476* ^ 93 - 547 * 

Affleck, captain, of the Pantlier, 709. 

Jfiica , 734. _ 

A\iiV a iort, 704, 

Ainuipittah ^ 439. 

Aircy, lieutenant, 393. 398. 445. ./>'’. 17 1 cap- 
tain, 62 5 ^641 . 

ALunpmwh ^ 367. 373. 393. 400. 410. £;90. :;c/). 
6oi;. 6i2 613. 61 5. 616. 61 7. 624. 626, 633. 
636. 638. 6:; I. 652. 

Alltn, major, an officer in Lall) 's regiment, 
703. -714. 715. 

Alvdr 1 inrcelly ^ S. E. of linkelly ^ 706, 

Amheo ) ^ 663. 

America, an Enghlli nnn of war, 659. 709. 
Amiiklar, or icnier, 496. 

Andrews, Mr. A76.47j. 493. 557. 

Amais, iieut. 613. 

Anjenp ^ 369.419.468. 567. 707. 717. 
Anuncleramrauze, 5 

Anunderaiize, 375 37O. 377, 381. 382. 383. 

472- 47?- 474 - 475 - 47 ‘> 48^- 482- 49'^. 49^ 

554 - O' 7 - 5 ^ 9 - 
Auwarodeay Khan, 531. 

VoL. II. 


Al■.Ti)^, (JjS. 

yiu ‘ i , 367.368. 370. 371. 372. 413. 424. 437. 

40- •t59- 462. 4^>4. 4<5q- 47>- 493- 49^^- 4‘»7- 
302. 504. 503. 306. 5c8. 316. 326. 527. 528. 
333. 538. 542. 546. 547. 34S. 549. 550. 533. 

57'- 57-- 375- 590- 59'- ^ r -- 594- 395- 601. 
602. 603. 603. 615. 616. 626. 637. 649. 650. 

^9v 7 ^^* 

Arcot . lojt , 5'^. 501. 546. 590* (;94. 591;. 
Auaihopang ^ fort, 656. 657. 639. 660. 661. 665. 
672. O96. 697. 

redoubt, bound-iiedgc, Pondicher- 
ry, 66 g666. 67 1 . 672. 68q. 683. 
69 1 . 712, 

live 1, 6 10. 047. 64B.6 650. 63 3. 

687. 696. 697. /oo. 701. 712. 
/o'trw, 636. 642. 644, 6j8. 649. 
Aiidovfy Polygar, 440. 725, 

A - itc , 49^' 

// 0 -. 7 . ^30. £^71. 591. 592. 603, 

A )} MU 5 56* 

AJia . £;62. 

Affiilbeg, a jeniidar, 612. 629, 631. 638. 
AiLhavi . wu ^57« ^99. 

Au) citv, 47G. 492, 

Bakv '^ 638. 

Pcjiiuow, 57:. 

Balagerow, general and le/cnt of the 
d24- 494; ^^84. 695. 

Balantyne, heiit. 397. 

Balcijorcy 5^^. 

BahhittyA 
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Carvalkt's garden, 441. 443. 444- 44 S’ 

CaJ/fmcotahy 472. 

Catabominaig, 467. 561. 563. 705. 

Cathchart, the EngliOi watch woid at the attack 
of the French (hips off Pondicherry, 689. 
Caveri^ river, 539 * SS^* 597 * 59 ^* tzo, 
673. 674. 686. 

Centaur, a French (IVip of war> 512. SU- 5 * 5 * 
693.694. 

C,ylon, IJlandoi, 425. 507. 31 1. 533. 706. 712. 
Chace, enfign, 393. 

Chacrapollamy a nuid foit, N. of Thiagar, 699. 
Qhamhok^ a village in the Northern Provinces, 

377- 378. 379- 

CJuindaTmwgalunii a fort, 691. 

Chmuhrghrry, 371. 463. 464. 494. 
Chaiuhrna^otef J20» 722. 

Chtch irnalo)€i a village, on the Paliar, 33S. 542. 
Chicacole, 554. 

Chilnmhauim^ 536. 337. 599. 602. 614. 6i6. 

622. 626. 630. 632. 704. 

Chilfliolm, licut. 573. 590. 

Chinabahibaram i on the confines of M\ forc.^ 685. 
CJntuiadrepMtalh a village, 387. 397. 434. 
Chinejimundrunh a v i 11 age , 553. 571. 572. 
Chingiaj)et^ 368. 369. 370. 372. 373. 384. 303. 
398. 399. 400. 401. 408. 414. 424. 430. 
434. 440. 442. 447. 433. 458. 450. 4^M. 
462, 469. 497. 498. 510. 515, 538- 542- 

, 543- 544*. 545- 57;- 590- 594- 595- 

Chipnu):^ a village, 432. 

Chitoiei 424. 463. 464. 

Chittamoor^ a fort, S. E. of Thiagar, 699. 
Cliittapety 367. 470. 497. 50 !• 509- 516. 542. 
344. 349. 550. 533. 390. 591. 602. 603. 
604. 60:;. 624. 625. 691. 

Choufty plaln^ S. W, of Fort St. George, 383. 

386. 387. 397. 434. 436. 435. 461. 

Choultf ys^ 3B6. 462. 469. 471. 497. 6og, 651. 6p, 
Choiu, or tribute, 68^, 

Chunderfaheb, 326. 544. 638. 712. 721. 
Clive, colonel, 49 1. 534* >56. 558. 57 1. 592.663. 
Cobelmg, 393. 397. 398. 

Cocanaia^ 557. 558. 559. 560. 

Cochin^ on tlie Malabar coalt, 706. 

Cotkiincv ah^ a Dutch fettlement, 481. 

Coco-nut^ battery Pondicherry, 701. 712, 

Codaver di drifts, 492. 

Coffrees, 369, 388. 450. 453. 461. 489. 515. 
518. 520. 525. 540. 584. 600. 6c6. 609. 
614. 640. 641. 645. 649. 654. 691. 713. 
729.^731. 732. 733, 

Cdlas GuJdy, a fort on the hills near Velore, 544. 


Coilorepettah, 565* 

Colair lake, 559. 

Colerooftt nver, 383. 439. 440. 49^* ?35* 

S^ 7 - 5 ^ 9 - 54 ^* SSo. SSi- 597 - 59 ^- S 99 ^ 

600. 6j2. 620. 630. 695, 704. 

Collerics, 399. 408. 414. 462. 467. 495. 539. 
5+r. Syo. 551. 561. 562. 564. 565. 566. 

567. i;68. 569. 605. 673. 675. 677. 705. 

707. 729. 

Cnlumho, port, oppofite to Cape Comorin, 706. 

( 'ombacofium^ow the firftarm of iht Caver h 6 lo>yo^* 
Conipagine dcs Indes, a French Aiip, 688. 689. 

690. 69 1 . 696. 697. 711. 

Company’s exchange, 438. 

gardens 9 660. 
polfejfions, 560. 
regulations, 481. 482. 
reprefentative, 375. 

Ihips, 375. 420. 425. 449. ;ri. 

^12.631. 645.651. 6<;9.7i4.’7i 7. 
troops, 392. 457. 458. 463. 487. 
503. 507. 522. 579. 582. 584. 
587. 89. 647.662.666.671. 732. 
Comte de Provence, a French fliip of war, 512. 
^13- 5 ^ 4 - 

Concah'y a fort, 47;. 480. 

Covdn'Vne^ 5 04. 509. 

Condcu^^ a village in tl:e Northern provinces, 
377 - 378- 439 - 44 ^- 

Conflans, iMr. 376. 377. 378.382.400. 474. 

475. 476. 478. 485- 488- 489- 49 '- ? 04 - 737 - 
Cmjevrram, 368. 369. 370. 372. 373. 374. 375. 
384. 399. 400. 401. 40Z. 415. 423. 430. 

45Q. 462. 469. 470. 493. 491 - 493 - 497 - 

4p8. 505. 506. 507. 508. 510. 515. 516. 

527. 531. 538. 541. 542. 546. 549. 561. 
5 ; 2 - 573 - 575 - 590 - 

Cojiirna Cy 612. 

pGin.'y S. of Sadrafs, 395. 

Cook, enfign, 394. 

Coolies, 615. 621. 680. 717. 718. 

Coote, licut. colonel, 503. 523. 534. 541, 
542. 543. 544. 545. 546. 549. 550. 552. 

533 - S/I- S 72 - 573 - 574 - 575 - 576 - 577 - 

578. 579. 580. 581. 582. 584. 585. 589. 

590. 591. 592. 594. 595. 596, 601. 602. 

604. 605. 606. 607. 6c8. 610. 6ri. 612. 

613. 616. 624. 626. 627. 628. 629. 632. 

^33‘ ^34* 638. 639. 641. 647. 645. 644. 

645. 6./^. 647. 649. 6i;o. 652. 633. 654. 

656. 6;;8. 6;9. 660. 662. 663. 665, 666. 

673. 679. 680, 681. 682. 6^93, 687. 69c. 
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697. 698. 7D0. 702. 712. 71 <. 716. 

7 !8. 719. 72c. 722. 724- r~r 7'7- 7 ^^- 7^0- 
Coote’s Teiii)r,eiU, 584. 58 j 5^7. 589. 

6i?8. 613. 647. 651. 669. 722. 

Coniifl), re.irr.tin ir.il, 524. 533. 534- 624. 615. 

617. 631. 633. 711. 

Coromaadt'l, baitaiior, 66f). 

fM'/'’/', '9? 

;-.3. 507. 522, 604. 644. 725. 

733-7 34 ; 

Cj)ttihipi^ a mu^i ^ort on the S. bank of tiic Ci- 
\ci i, 5 ;; 1 . 6c i . 

C^// 7 ‘Kh, /cJi, a jc:t, 40 ir.ilcs W, ol Vizagipa- 
IMVy 37;. 3;6. 

(h 'V 3 11 X.i! a Sul) dal.ir, 6S 2. 

Coiini il ()[ Maha a.K', ^'6 3 . 

ol Pi>i]uicl)cri ) , 5 38. 6 c2. 63 V 6-|2. 

6^3. 6();. 719. 721. 

Ct3vi •f^auk, 370. 492. 493. 496. 497. 30T. 402. 
5c 6 qo7. 5 c8. 5^6.548. 550. 532. 553- 57^- 
C90. 59:. 

Couit ol Oiicdlors, 503. 726. 

L'oufiiu, Mr. ot the couiicii, Pondicliciry, 719. 
^ 7 - 3 ‘ 734 * 

Ciilloii, Cheva lier c!e, 367. 370. 339. 340. 541. 
^ 73 ;* 

Croulev, enfigu, 3S4. ^^So. 397. 

Cudn^rJt, 464. 533. 347. c;48. 582. 
ilndapanatam^W ,o[ Velorc, 549. 704. 708. 715. 
C.iJcliiloie^ road, 631. 6 qi. 

Ichooncr, belonoing to the company, 
4:9. 449* 433. 

town, .19:. 6u. 633. 634. 612. 643. 
7. 032, 657. 658. 6 ;(j, 088. 690. 
69S. 726. 

Cumberland, an Englifli fliipof war, 312. £;i4. 

, 5 ' 5 ; 9 '* 

in Oii^a, 533. 

]3’Ache, Mr. 310. 312. 514. ^24, 523. 636. 

693. 694. 756. 

O’AguiHe, Mr. 312. 
i^ilrymple, Mr. 423. 

J)amak}itj ry^ 4-4* 4^4» 494* 59** 

Damcrla Vf 'Aytapah-naigiir, 509. 528. 531. 
Damerlaii \ tukytapan, 464. 

Daius, 535. 6S3. 690. 
iJanifli government, 697. 

Hiip, 307. 

I)arveu, a French ofBcer, 555. 

B’Autueil, a French officer, 663. 

De Beck, captain, 458. 

De captain, 612. 

’K>v 


D::an^ 40T. 492. 304. 526* 547. 587, 
Deler, 72^. 

D’Eomlle, Mr. 310. 

De la Doucfpe, lieutenant, 320. 

Dc .a Faire, a French colonel, 370. 


La..c!-vitian, a French colonel, 370r 
Deiaway, or regent, 636 637. 

Deleviir, M-. poverner ot Pondicherry, 4tjq> 
464. 490. 338.602. 6.:6 635 642. 754. 736* 
D'^mi bafinn^ Foit St. George, 413. 

D’l-.-. -jn., coims 367. 370. 3^4.. 

De 'Fillv, rojumauciant ot Chlttapcl^ 591. 
Dsvi Cci<rh, 437. 453. 535. 536. 599. 614. 630. 
699. 700. 

D’Harnu.buu', a French officer, 662. 

Digby Dent, cantain of theT)ger, 690. 
Djligeacc, a French frigate, 375. 400.410.433, 




431. 

DnuhguU 468. 639. 630. 672. 673. 675. 678^ 
674. 687. 704. 705. 706. 707. 

Dolliihad^ lontefs, 476. 

Diaper, lieut. col. 368. 373. 374. 390. 39U 
302. 393. 41:. 458. 463. 

Draper’s regiment, 420. 425. 462. 582. 585. 

386. 587. 389. 647. 651. 666. 669. 

Duans, 491. 504. 531. 532. 547. 601. 

Pubbeer. or minifter, 6oi. 

Dubois, Mr. French commiflary, 723. 724. 

Due de Bnrgognc, 312. 314. 

Due d’Orleans, 512. 514. 523. 

Duefpe, lieutenant, aid de camp to col. Cootc, 
7 1 6. 

Duke of Aquitain, an Englifli fliip, 710. 

an I'nghffi Bore fiiip, 703. 710. 714. 
Dumcfnil, a French lieutenant, 29B. 

Duplcix, Mr. 613. 627. 734. 

Dupre, Mr. ol the council, Madrafs, 714. 718^ 
Dura/^f N. of MadraF, 434. 

Du Bochtr, a French commander, 477. 

Durr"', colonel of the French king’s artillery, 
719.720. 

Dutch, 406. 438.458.498. 307. 508. 510. 334. 

535 * 5 ^^* 559 * 5 ^^^* ^^^* ^ 9 ^* 

fettlenients, 396. 406. 690. 
fliips, 374. 395. 396. 
troops, 706. 

Eafaltava^ wood and fort, 5O6. 


Eaji Indus, 507. 

Egmore^ bridge, 387. 
plain, 452. 
redoubt, 388. 

a village, 385. 387. 389. 397. 400. 436, 




SECTION THE SECOND, 


Eifer, Ijeuteuani-, 65 r. 6^2, 

Elavanafre , 398. 399.494.499. 500,637.698. 
699. 

Elizabeth, au EngUfli man of war, 512. 513. 

Elliot, lieutenant, 394, 471. 546. 

otherwife called Yalort , S. W. of Rajah- 
innndnim, 474. 475. 476. 480* 

England, 368. 371. 4 ^) 3 - ? 03 - .? 07 - 

604. 631. 632- 642. 649. 651. 653. 659. 
663. ^94- 695. 717. 724. 725. 727. 738- 
Enghfli, 437. 44r. 464. 465.491. 720. 726. 

737- 738 . 739- 
admiial, ycS. 71 1. 724. 
atf.iis, C56. 560. 561. 
army, 374- 37?- 37^- 377- 378- 379- 
380, 38r. 382. 383. 384. 385. 387. 

388. 389. 390. 391. 392. 393. 394. 

402.406. 408. 415. 42/. 431. 442. 
459. 462. 463. 466. .467. 468. 469. 

470. 472. 473. 474. 475. 476. 477. 

479. 480. 482. 483. 489. 490. 492. 

493. 494. 495. 497. 498. 500. 501. 

504. 505. 506. 516. 5r7. 522. 527. j 

528. 529. 530. 531 - 533- ^ 37 - j 

544. 54 ‘:- 346. 549 - Sso- ‘i'iS- S 74 -I 

555. 539. 360. 365. 572 573. 576. 

577- s78. 579. 581. 382. 383. 584. 

^8S. ,89. 600. 601. 602. 603. 604. 

6o(;. 610. 616. 619. 623. 6:;. 626. 

028. 629. 634. 63^. 636. 632. 643. 

644.643.637. 6^8. 649. 6c;i. 6i;2. 
6C4. 633. 656. 6^7, 639. 663. 666 
667. 672. 677. 678. 68 f- 6B3. 690. 

692. O93. 703. 710. 713- 717’ 7-0. 
721. 72;. 723, 724. 728. 730. 

in Bengal, 308. 336. 
camp, 371. 373. 374. 389. 627. 643. 
646. 64S. 637. 638. 639. 661. 662. 
663. 666. 696. 708. 714. 
in the Carnatic, 468. 469. 326. 33-- 
5^3. 538. 347. 549. 357. 361. 363. 
366. 571. 374. 392. 603. 648. 641. 

693. 704. 706. 707, 713. 
chief, 357. 

colourb, 425. 649, 678. 723. 

464. 574. 

Eaft India company, 724. 726. 
fadorits, 468. 474. 557. 596. 693. 
flag, 721. 723. 
garrifoii% 602. 

govenimcnr, 371. 438. 328* 737. 
overnor of Madrafs, 456. 
ofpital, 410, 


Engliflt mountain ^ near Gingec ^ 729^ 730.. 
pofreliions, 3^6. 
pods, 700. 723. 
prifoner?, 397. 303. 
redoubt, 660. 661. 
reficient, 333. 
fettlemc:)^, 334. 
lliips, 423. 510. 360. 727. 
fquadron, 368. 360. 371. 4^6. 4<jQ, 
507.5.0.61:. 56. 5.?. Vm -61 
‘: 24 - 525. 5tt. 535. 556. 562. 563. 
604. 615. 617. 624. 630. 631. 633. 
634.633.643. 633. 636. 657. 639. 
688. 691. 710. 711. 724. 723. 72O. 

727- 

fl.itions, 333. 

r, at J "' izog ( 7 pattim ^ 48 1 . 
vvon.e:^ 406. 409. 

Eflevan, a crazy, buiy Jeruit, 430. 574. 
Etiaporum ^ \( y ]. 361. 363. 706. 

Europe, 511. 527.613. 727. 728. 731. 733. 
European deferter, 678. 

inhabitants 602. 624. 633. 
niarineis, 639. 
nations in Bengal, 720. 
renders, 636. 
vefftls, 614. 

Europeans, Englifli, 369. 372. 373. 377. 378. 

379. 381. 384. 387. 388. 389. 
396. 397. 398. 401. 407. 408. 
41 1. 414. 413. 416. 417. 418. 
419. 421. 422. 423. 427. 428. 
429, 431. 433. 434. 433. 43 ^‘ 
442. 443. 447. 449. 43c. 45 ^ 
432. 433. 433. 436. 437. 438. 
461. 462. 463. 477. 479. 480. 
48 r. 484. 483. 4H9. 493. 497. 
499. 301. 302. 503. 30;- 50b. 
50;. 508. 310. 313. 318. 521. 
523. 327. 531. 534. 533. 53(i. 
53 7 - 539 - 541* 542 - 346. 349. 
530. 331. 332. 336. 338. 360. 

573 - S 7 v S 77 * 57^6 583. 

384. 388. 389. 394. 397. 60c. 
604. 607. 608. 609. 6fo. 6ri. 
614. 613. 621. 622. 623. 627. 
628. 629. 630. 632. 633. 63^. 
639. 641. 6 j 2. 643. 649. 630. 
6ci. 633. 634. 636. 63(j. 66-. 
663. 666. 603. 669. 671. 672. 
673. 673. 676. 6;’7. 600. 682. 
683, 687. 692. 696. 69:" 694. 
704. 710. 7I3. 7‘7- 7*^' 726. 
727. 738. 


Euroreaij?,, 



INDEX TO 


Europeans, French, 273. 377. 378. 379. 380. 

381. 382. 383. 38?. 386. 387. 
388. 396. 397, 398. 399. 401. 
407. 408. 415. 430. 431. 443. 

444 - 447 - 454 - 4 S 6 - 4 S 9 - 4^2. 
463. 470. 474. 475. 477- 480. 
486. 489- 491* 493 - 495 - 497 - 
4 ; 9 - 59 ®- 501- 504- 5 '6. S' 7 - 
525. 527. 533. 535. 539. 540. 
541. 542. 544. 545. 546. 547. 
348. 549. 531. 534. 533. 556. 
357. 558. 560. 571 - 572 - 573 - 
574 - 575 - 578- 58'- 582- 583- 
588. 589. 590. 591. 392. 393. 
^97. 598. 600. 60 r. 603. 605. 
606. 609. 610. 613. 622. 623. 
626. 628. 629. 631. 633. 634. 
635. 640. 641. 642. 644. 645* 
649. 6{;o. 6^2. 6^3. 637. 663. 
680. 682. 683. 684. 686. 689. 
690. 691. 692. 697. 698. 699. 

704. 715. 724. 728. 729- 73'- 
733 - 

in general, 402. 733. 

Expedition, a French frigate, 375." 400. 415. 


Falmouth, company*^ fliip, 714. 

an Englifli man of war, 616. 617. 
709. 

Fifcher, captain, 485. 487. 488. 489. 558. 359. 
560. 

Fitzgerald, lieutenant, 633, 

Fitzpatrick, licni. 421. 

Fletcher, captain Robert, 692. 698. 702. 703. 
lieutenant, 538. 539. 

Ford, col. 373. 376. 377. 378- 379 - 380. 381- 
382. 383. 400. 462. 472. 473. 474. 475. 
476. 479. 481. 482. 483, 484. 487. 489. 
490. 491. 492. 493. 504. 557. 558. 

Fort Si. Dt.vid, 368. 398. 49$. 497. 51 1. 360. 
633. 634. 642. TiT. 

Dauphin-Karical, 618. 619. 62 !• 

Delhi, on Mount-Delhi, 732- 
St. George, 383. 401. 402. 403. 404. 406. 
425. 67I 

Louis, citadel of Pondicherry, 720. 
at Rajahmundrum, 383. 

Fortunee, a French fliip of war, 512. 513. 514. 
Foul points in the ifland of ^adagafear, 511. 
694. 

Ffafice^ 370. 402. 498. 5 1 1. 527. 636. 637. 
642. 691.. 69;. 708. 720. 721. 726. 734. 


73S- 737* 739- 

Free company, French, 640. 684. 


Freifliman, capt. 458. 

French affairs, 734. 

agents, 549. 697, 708. 
army, 367. 372. 373. 374- 375- 37 < 5 - 
378.379. 380.381. 382. 383. 384. 
385. 386. 387. 388. 389. 390. 391. 
392- 394 - 395 - 400. 401- 402. 403- 
406. 407. 409. 415. 424. 435. 437. 

443 - 444 - 453 - 458. 459. 461. 463. 
464. 46?. 468. 469. 470. 472. 473. 
474 - 475 - 476. 477. 479. 480. 481. 
482. 463.490. 491. 492. 403. 494. 
495. 496. 497. 498. 499. 400. 501. 
504. 503. 506 509. 316. 517. 518. 
526. 533 - 535 - 538. S 4 ‘. 543 - 544- 
545 - 546. 547 - 548. 549 - 552 . 543. 
554 - 555 - 556. 557 - 559 - 560. 571. 
572 - 573 - 574 - 576 . 577. 578. 579. 
580. 581. 382. 584. 488. 489. 590. 
596. 597. 598. 499. 600. 601. 604. 
605. 606. 610. 61 1. 614. 625. 626. 
628. 629.630.632. 633, 634. 636. 
637. 640.641.642. 643. 643. 646. 
647. 648. 649. 650. 651. 6^3. 644. 
644. 646. 658.667. 671. 679. 683. 
684. 686. 691. 692. 693. 696. 699. 
703. 70S. 715. 720. 721. 723. 729. 

732. 

camp, 400. 469. 57«. 577. 578. 579. 
480. 481. 642. 

in the Carnatic, 371. 373. 438. 439. 
467.532. 533. 538. 546. 547. 544. 
356. 566. 571. 576. 392. 603. 623. 
62s^, 625. 638. 639. 677. 686. 695. 
720. 721. 
colours, 490. 616. 

company, 370. 635. 68 r. 693. 694. 

723. 727. 728. 736. 
company’s domains, 638. 
company’s fervants, Pondicherry, 63 c. 
636. 

deferters, 604. 

diJiriBs^ 413. 464. 49;. 499. 625. 631. 
faftor\', 474. 473. 556. 357. 
garrifons, 368. 625. 733. 
government, 400. 464. 469. 535. 337. 

544. 614. 629. 642. 694. 
hoilages, 438. 
hulTars, 515. 

in India, 399. 438. 439. 530. 733. 
inhabitants, 6i8. 665. 
king and miniftrv, 52 c. C26, 
language, 545. ' 

French 
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French ration, 491. 733. 

officers, 395. 463. 486. 487. SSS' 55^* 
.59 V 640. 713. 

prU'onen, 412. 458. 46;- S03" 534- 538. 

629. 704. 724. 725. 726, 
renters, 496. 546. 
reprefentatives, 715. 
fe! ilenacnts, 725. 726. 
fliips, 395 425 433 ’ 49 *’ ^88’ ^ 93 ’ 
694. 

fqiiadroil, 368. 498. 507. 5IJ. 512. 
513- 514* 5 ' 5 - 5 ~ 4 ’ 525- 5 ^ 7 ’ 533 - 
535- 575- 58a- 613. 614. 621. 655. 
6157. 660. 693. 694. 695. 725. 738. 
territory, 624. 
tnding-lioufe, 354. 
volunteers, 604. 607. 608. 629. 640. 
Ftynrs Hood, the N. E. headland of the {/land 
of Ceylon, ^OJ. 510, 

Fuuicl, viicount, a french commander, 500. 
509. 516. 517. S30. 535. 

Gadnmcotah, a fort, 679. 

Gallapool, a village in the northern provinces, 

377 ’ 378. 

Gan^adaram^ 564* 

Ganjam, v93. 554. SSS- SS^* SS 7 ’ SS^* S^o- 
582. 616. 

Germany^ 734. 

Gingee^ 367. 440. 590. 59 1. 596. 603. 605. 

616. 624. 625. 626. 636# 640. 643. 648. 

649. 650. 6^1. 6s2, 6^3. 6i;4, 656. 6^7 

658* 666, 679. 684. 686, 687- 691. 692, 

693. 695, 696. 698. 699. 703. 715. 725. 

728. 733. 

Godaxeri^ a river, 383. 472. 473. 474. 482. 

• 490 * 557 - S? 9 - 

Gopaulharry, a Morattoe officer, 424. 
GopauIRow, 464. 465. 469. 494. 495, 
Gorclon, major Robert, 518. 519. 520. 521. 

523. 624. 626. 628* 666, 669, 
671. 672. 

major William, 666* 668* 670. 
Governor of Pondicherry, 635. 

Grafton, an Englifli man of war, 368# 512. 

Grantham, an Engliflr Eait India ftiip, 511. 

Greig, captain, 458. 

Grew^ at Tarisy Lally executed there, 736. 
Grey, Mr. Englifh relident at Cuttack, 555. 
Giirtler, capt. 458* 

HaidaB, commodgre, 696. 


Hamver batttry^ PonJicherrfy 714. 716. 717 * 7f8* 

719.^ 

Hardwicke, a company's fliip, 375. 383* 474. 

479. 480* 484* 490. 491. 556. 

Harlem, a Dutch ftiip, 374. 400. 408, 425. 

426. 428* 429. 433. 491. 556. 616. 

Haflan Ally, 601. 

Hermionc, a French fliip, 688. 689. 694* 711. 
Heron, colonel, 562. 

Highland regiment, 659. 671. 726. 

Hiflop, captain, 4^8. 714. 

Hodges, Mr. chief of Telllcherry, 728. 
Hopkins, lieut. 45^3. 

Horne, .lieut. 537. ^98. 601. 

Horfe, 300 French Europeans, excellently 
mounted and difeiplined, the greateft num- 
ber which had hitherto appeared together in 
India, 385. 386. 

Hume, captain, 393. 458. 

Hunter, enfign, 471. 

Hunterman, ferjeant, 499. 500. Joi. ; enfign^ 

^36.^ 

Huftan Ally, 598. 

Hiiftein Cawn, 466. 467. 468. 639. 

HulFey, captain, 594. 

Hyderabad^ 475. 476. 492. 493. C04. 662. 
Hyderally the Myforc general, 468. 636. 637. 
638. 639. 642* 677. 678. 679. 685. 686. 
695. 715. 

Hyderjung, 475. 582. 


Jackfon, Mr. firft lieutenant of the 515* 

Jangolam^ a village on the bank or the Pa^ 
liar, 573. 

Jemaiil Saheb, 396. 397. 411. 

Jemidars, 610. 612. 634. 730. 

Jffiits, 574. 660. 66^, 708. 719. 735. 

Jefuits ihurch, in the village of Oulgarry^ 665* 
jefus, company of, 660* 

Illuftrc, a French fliip of war, 512. 513. 514. 
Iloor, a F'»-t on the Caveri, 674. 

India, 386. 402* 4.39* 481* 409. 530. 563. 
631.637.650, 659. 686. 726. 733. 

734 - 735 * 739 * 

battalion, 390. 391. 392. 529. 574. 
i;82. 587. 588. 660. 661. 665. 671. 
672. 

hills and mlds^ 568. 

Indiamen, 53<}.. 

Indian com fitUls, 378. 379. 
forces, 490. 
hou/es, 390. 

Indians, 502, 601. 

Ingeram, 
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'Tngnam, S57-, . 

Iiigliis, captain Nathaniel, of the Shaftclbury 
£aft Indiaman, 425. 426. 436. 452. 

Innis Khan, 549. 5^4. 571. 590. 591. 
Johiidone, Mr. the commiiTary, 375. 376. 382. 
485. 

//Jj'ir/, the, near Fort Sf . Georgf , 3S5. 387. 

Tjle of Bourbon , iji r. 694* 7 * 8 . 

of France , ;'0. 511. 693. 694. 

IlToof K'^an, 561. 

Juggnpettvrau7f, a relation of AnunJerauze, 

^ ’557- 5 ^ 8 - S 59 - ^ 

j umhakijfna^ pagoda, 000. 
izer, captain, £;8^. 

Kalaftu, the principal town of Damerla Ven- 
ketappah, 52S. 531. 53^* $33* 

*Karicah 461;. 496. 499. 535,613. 614.615. 616. 

617. 618. 620. 621, 629. 630. 631. 
631:. 673. 704. 738. 
fort, 618. 

ICtHidars, 367. 368. 493. 50T. 509. 521. 543. 

544. 603, 605. 607. 610. 725. 

Kennedy, colonel, 438. 

Killenore^ 624. 625. 626. 653. 

King (French) 525. 526. 73<^, 735, 736. 

or Maliaver of Travancore, 564* $65. | 
566. 706. I 

of My foie, 636. 637. 678. 679. 685. 686. 1 
695.705, 707. 

^ of Tanjore, 374; 384. 437* 438. 439. 
465. 507. 550. 601. 603, 615. 620. 677. 
725. 

King’s arntlery-men, 458. 

prerogative, 724. 

regiments, 590. 

{hips, 659. 
troops 438. 725. 

KIrcher, lieutenant, 652. 653. 

Kiltnarow, 3 kellidar, 398. 399. 440. .",93. 494. 
495. 496. 4'i9. ^00. 501. 625. 626.630. 632. 
639. 640. 633. 645- 

Knox, captain, 381. 382. 475* 484. 485. 
488. 

river, 476. 478. 482. 492. 493. 494. 
504. 532. 560. 685. 695. 

La Jove, ferjeant-major of the grenadiers of 
Lorrain, C29 530. 

Lale, near Ekie^ 476. 477. 

Lallapet, a town, N. W. of Arcot, ^^24. 508, 

LallijUty 591. 

Lally, Mr. 367. 368. 369. 372. 375. 383. 384. 

387. 394. 399. 402. 407. 420. 430. 
43 435 - 443 - 444 - 453 - 454 - 


4S5- 45^' 458- 4S9* 46a- 463. 
464. 469. 470. 476. 47r- 493* 
496. 497. 498. 499. 516. 525. 
526. 527. 330. 535. 538. 539. 
548. 549. 550. 552. 553. 554. 
563. 571. S72- S73- 574- 

S7S- 576. S77- 581. 583. 584. 
585. 586. 587. 590. 592. 596. 
597. 599. 602. 603 605, 609. 
626. 627. 631, 633, 635. 636. 
637. 638. 641. 642. 643. 644. 
645. 647. 649. 658. 659. 660. 
662. 683. 685. 690. 693. 695. 
696. 698. 699. 700. 703, 704. 
707. 708. 7II. 712. 713. 714. 
716. 720. 721. 722. 723. 726. 

734* 735* 736. 737- 738. 

Lally Fort St. George, 405. 408. 409. 
410. 412. 413. 415. 416. 417. 418. 
419. 427. 428. 434. 435. 436. 4|8. 
450. 452. 455. 

regiment, 390. 392. 393. 394. 405. 
509. 529. 538. 545. 574. 582. 585. 
588. 660. 66]. 662. 663. 665. 668. 
670, 703. 722. 72J. 

Lambert, an aflive adventurer, 374. 384. 387. 

399. 406. 407. 440. 468. 493* 494* 
Lancemen, 568. 

Lances, the arms of the Colleries, 568. 

Lang, lieut. 422. 

Lafears, 369. 423., 446. 449. 457. 604. 615. 

621. 659. 710. 713. 717- 7^8. 719. 733. 
Latoiir, lieutenant, 523. 

Lavaur, fuperior of the Jefuits, 708. 719. 721. 


734 - 735 * 
Law, Mr. 662. 


Lawrence, col. 372. 373. 384. 385. 386. 387, 
388. 441. 4^7. 462. 463. 524* 534’ 
Lawrence’s 6 fiion^ Fort S/, 423. 

garden houfe^ 441. 442. 444. 445, 
Lenox, an Englifli man of war, 71 1. 

Little, lieut. 422. 

Liverpool, an Fnglifh fhip, 711. 

Lorrain battery ^ Fort St . George , 405. 409. 410. 
. 416. 418. 423. 433. 434. 448. 450. 
452. 

regiment, 390. 391. 392. 405. 516. 
^28. 529. 573. 574. c8i. 58a. ^84. 
58<;- 587. ^88. 612. 660. 661. 662. 
663. 665. 668. 670. 680, 722. 727. 
Loiiet, Mr. governor of Mahe, 727. 728. 


Maegregor, commanding officer at Gingee, 
728. 733. 


MAcnnirr. 
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Macgulre. Mr. paymaftcr to the army, 382. 
Maclean, captain, 477. 485. 487. 

Macmahon, enfign, 595. 682.683. 

Macoas, blacks who row the MalToolas, 61 7. 
MaJag-afcar^ tjland, 51 1. 694. 695. 71 1. 
IS'fnJapollam, 376. 

Madrafs^ l-]\. 373. 374, 376. 383. 384- 

385. 388. 399. 400. 41 3. 424. 423. 

434. 437. 438- + 39 - 4 ? 3 ' 454 - 45 ^- 
459. 461. 463. 464. 465. 466. 468. 
469. 470. 472. 473. 474. 477. 493. 
494. 497 ' 49 * 5 - 502. 503. 304- 306. 
508. 509. 510. 511. S13. 325. 528. 
? 32 - 534 - 539 - 541 5.14. S39. s;o. 
552. ^(^0. 563. 366. 374. 373. 376. 
5 ' 9 - 590* 592- 594 - 599 ' 603. 604. 
6f2. 614. 615. 6 16. 61 7. 6 1 8. 623. 
624. 623. 629. 633. 638. 644. 647. 
649.650.653 654.655.663.666. 
678. 679. 687. 690. 698. 700. 703. 
708. 711. 7r4 716. 720. 722. 723. 
724- 725- 726. 728. 733. 734. 737. 
gate, 717 . 

Madrafs prelidency, 368. 369. 371. 372. 384. 
383. 388. 419. 457. 462. 463. 464. 465. 468. 
493. 494. 497. 502. 505.507. 510. 515. 539. 
541. 550. 563. 564. 574. 603. 614. 6 1 5. 616. 
624. 629. 653. 043. 649. 654. 663. 666. 673, 
679. 684. 686. 706. 707. 724. 725. 726. 727. 
738. 

liladi ofiHdoubt Pondicherry, 665.680. 68 1. 683. 
mad, 395. 525. 

Madia a,C\X)\ 467. 468. 496. 560, 561. 562. 
563. 569. 

country^ \()C). 5-/^. 562. 

567. 568. 569. 638. 6;(j. 650. 672. 
673. 678. 679. 686. 687. 7C4. 705. 
Fort, 560. 568. 569. 

MM, on the coaft of Malabai, 695. 725. 727. 
728. 732. 

Mi^homeHally, 531. 344. 566. 685. 722. 
Mahomed Ally Cawn, 721. 

HiifTeiti, 475. 

Mahomcdan princes, 601. 

Mahomedans, 502. 601. 

Mahomed Kloof, 369. 373. 374. 375. 38^. 398. 
399. 400. 401. 402. 4( 6, 407, 408. 414. 424. 
425. 429. 430. 434. 438. 44c. 442. 445. 459. 
461. 462. 466. 467. 468. 471. 472. 494. 493. 
496. 534. 560. 561. 562. 563. 564. 565. 566. 
567. 569, 625. 632. 639. 650. 672. 705. 706. 

Mainville, a French commander, 524. 


Malahar^ coaft, 441, 468. 535* 643. 695. 706* 
717. 732. 

Malabars, 599. 602. 624. 636. 

Malamoodi^ a village near Pondicherry, 687. 
Mala\s, 507. 

Maliaver, or king, 364. 

Malraivz^'' s 'ivood^ N. VV. of 'Ma hnfs^ 425. 
Manama}, S. F. of Tinivelly, 7c6. 

MancoVi 612. 6:4. 6:6. 
hi (incur ^ near Peimaail, 6ro. 

Miphuze Khan, 467. 4 5. 532. 360. 361. 56 j,. 

566. 632. 650. 687. 703. ; 07. 

Ma)melongi a village, 41;. 447. 

Martins, two French oHic^ rv, 6.4.0. 63 1. 6'; 3 6^4. 
Malkelyne's^/ri^/e;/, N. W. ot fon St. (jeorgr, 
4 - 5 * 

Malloolahs, 3P4. 4^6. 4''8. 616. 6^7 698. 703. 
MafuVpatain, 574. 383. 46i. 47c. 473. 474. 47 3. 
476.477.47b. 481. 48 z. 4 ' 3 - 484 - 4)0. 4>i. 
492. 493. 50:. 5'.4 508. 534. 554. 555. 537. 
558. 559. 596. 737. 

Matliifojj^, caf)tain of the falmouth, 617. 
Matlaver, a Polygar, 502. 5:6. 508. 
hldttalavyt tort, 73-* 

Mawitiusy 372.401. 693. 694. 6;5. 72 r. 
Medwav, an Englifli man of war, 639. 709. 
Meliapme Tank, a f>rge body of uatei, 366. 3S7. 
Meicdith, cnfign, 353. 634. 
hlagut^ 616. 

Michie, captain of the Newcafile, 513, 

Minns, rKiitcijant, 523. 

Minotaur, a Fiench Ihip of war, 512. 514. 
M^^gheyty, 355. 

Mchmy.iomwA, wood, 354. 

MoHirore, captain, 489. 

hkngalpaddyydiWiUgt in the dillrids of AriC' 

lore, 440. 

Monfon, colonel, 470. 49;. 301. i;o6. 316. si 8. 
519. 521. 3:2. 523. 543. 386. 392. 6 i2. 

613. 615. 616. 617* 621. 623. 624. 629. 

630. 6^1. 632. 644. 630. 6:;i. 632. 63^. 

639. 663. 665. 666. 667. 668. 669. 670. 

671. 679. 704, 

Moonfoons, 375* 3 ^ 9 ’ 5 - 7 * 53 3 - S 34 * 6 s 6 . 637. 
Moore, captain, q 1 5. 331. 346. ^48. 349. 

major, 641. 643. 644. 645. 

Moorifh horfe, 424. 

IMoracin, Mr. of the council, Pondicherry, ^167. 
371. 372. 424. 354. 333. 536. 537. 5,8. 
339. 616. 719. 723. 734. 

Moran, captain, 483. 

Morarirow, 373. 349. 330, 

Morattoes, 373. 424. 464. 468. 4.69. 490. 491- 

49 + 

? e 


Vql. ir. 



INDEX TO 


494. 495. 503. 1:48. 540. 550. 553. 553. 

571. 573. 1,73, 574. 1:7ft. 578. 579- 581. 

582. 568. 590. 591. 637. 6S4. 685. 686. 

693. 696. 703. 708. 712. 714. 715. 
Moiavars, 374. 384. 550. 561. 562. 563. 569. 
725- 

More, captain. See Moore. 

Morgan, enfign, 551- jca- 
Mortieaily, ofVdore, 464. 496. 603. 626.638. 
725. 

fiLunt Delhi , a remarkable Lead- land, N. of Td - 
liclierry , 732. 

Mtu/it St , Thome , 374- 3^4- 3^5- 386- 388" 

389. 401. 407. 430. 434. 440. 441. 
Muftooii Saheb, 68^. 686. 

’Muleavdady^\\f:'\x Arcot, 5^0. 

Munro, mnjor Hector, 7:17. 728. 732. 

Munfin cotiahef a town, 5^5. 

Munjurpet ^:\ c;3g. 540. 

Murphy, lieut. €<j 1. 388. 393. 

Murzafabeg, 367. 372. 374. 470. 472. 
Murzafajing, 613. 

Mujle’wacki 498. 

Myers, captain, 667. 668. 

Myforc ^ 468. 636. 637, 673. 674. 678. 679. 
685. 695. 704. 733. 
country^ 461;. 467. 

650. 686. 

/or/, 636. 637. 
government, 639. 

troops, 639. 640. 641. 652. 653. 678. 

686 . 

Myforeans, 468. 636. 637. 63*. 639. 640. 

641. 642. 643. 644. 645. 647. 648. 649. 

650. 651. 652. 6^3. 6c; 4. 6;:;. 657. 6i;8. 

673. 677. 678. 679. 683. 684. 685. 687. 

704. 706. 707. 

Nabob of Arcot, 367. 368. 374. 389. 396. 

424. 437. 438. 439. 463. 463. 467. 

468. 496. 499. 532. 535. 538. 544. 

546. 550. 552. 561. 564. 366. 397. 

598. 599. 601. 603. 6i2. 613. 616. 

620. 621. 624. 625. 626. 629. 630. 

631. 632. 633. 639. 630. 653. 673. 

679. 685. 687. 695. 700. 704. 705. 

714. 715. 725. 726. 
of Arcot’s brother, 424. 494. 
of Arcot’s pabce, 546. 
of Arcot’s troops, 389. 535. 6i6* 632. 
639. 650. 

of Arcot’s wife, 438. 439. 
of the Carnatic, 526. 


Nabob of CudaDah, 548. 

Nabobfliip, 560. 

Nabob’s camp, 625. 

goverfltuent, 566. 

horfe, 500. 501. 536. 539. 540. 55t. 
600. 

revenues, 649. 

Nagore, 334. 

Naires, 732. 

Namcull ^ a fort, N. of Caroor, 678. 
Narnjingaporc ^ a fort, 704. 

Narraiiulcu. a Rajali, 554. 555. 5^6. 557, 
Narrain Sauftry, a Morattoe officer, 494. 502. 
505. 506. 

Narjlpore , on the Godavert , 474. 475. 479. 
Nuttam , 467. 560. 562. 639. 705. 
Nazeabulla, brother to the Nabob of Arcot, 
371. 424. 463. 503. 504. 505. 509. 5-7. 
531. 546. 725. 

Nazirjing, 548. 

Neoapatam , 369. 396. 433. 438. 439. 496. 503. 

507. 510. 535. 614. 7n. 712. 
road, 524. 525. 

Neliferum , fort, 732. 733. 
river, 732. 

Ndlitangaville , 565. 567. 569. 705. 706. 707. 
Nekre , 367. 371. 424. 463. 503. 504. 509. 
527. 531. 546. 725. 

Ncwcaftle, an Englilh lliip of war, 512. 513. 
515. 709. 

Niconum,a village, 553. 

Nizamally, 475. 476. 491. 492. 493. 504. 

526. 532. 547. 

Nizamalmuluck, 532. 

Nizamapatam, 492. 

Norfolk, an Englifli fliipof war, 643. 703. 708. 
711. 

Norognha, a Portiiguefe monk, 637. 

Norri?, Mr. member of the council, Madiafs, 
439- 

O’Kcnelly, colonel, 545. 

O’Kennedy, colonel, 607. 608. 609. 

Ongole , 509. 

Onore , 400. 

Or/>^7, 555. 560. 

Ott/^aryi, a village near Pondicherry, 645. 646. 
661. 662. ^5. 666. 667. 668. 671. 687. 
710. 713. 719. 

Outamaly , 567. 

Ow/a/otir, 398. 536. 538. 539. See Utatoor. 
Outramahre , 469. 516. 538. 575. 576. 577. 
590. 591. 604. 

P etgoJas, 



SECTION THE SECOND. 


TagoJut, 367. 371. 397. 399. 433. 302. 503. 

50 - SS2. 573 - 597 - 598 - 599 - 
632. 

Palmcotah^ 467. 468. 495. 560. 361. 567. 568. 
Pahacate^ 429* 454. 

Paliar, a river, 372. 374. 384. 399. 415- 
469. 494. 498. 535. 537 * 538. 54 ^* ‘;5^* 
SS 3 - 37 '- S?*- 373 - S 74 - 57 v 576 - 59 ®- 
S9I. 658. 6)5. 737 - 

Palmyra^ Itockade, 441. 

famrj river, 633. 634. 642. 684.687.691. 
697. 698. 

Pandarurrs, foot plunderers, 571. 

Panther, an Englifli man ot war, 643. 709. 
raf>antan^^uel^d, 549. 572. 

Paris, 734. 

Parliament of Paris, 735. 

Pa) fie, a village, 517. 

Pafcall, captain, 394 457. 

Paupa Braminy’s Choultry, 462. 469. 

Peddipore, a fort, 377. 383. 400. 472. 473. 474. 

^ 475 - S 57 * 

Peers, major, 728. 

Pellot, Mr. of the parliament of Paris, 737. 
Penamalee, a mud fort, 659, 

P^nar, river, 504. 509. 527. 533. 

Peons, 374. 39Q. 564. 672. 673. 679. 706. 
Poimbe, a hill, near Pondicheny, 610. 61 1. 612. 
632. 641. 642. 643. 644. 645. 646. 647. 
650. 653. 654. 656. 658. 665, 672. 688. 
Permacoil, a fortified rock, 605. 606. 610. 612. 

613, 624. 635. 636, 644. 631. 652. 

Perfia, 415. 

gulph of, 693, 

or towns, 478.479. 516. 517. 

Pigot* Mr. governor of Fort 6t. George, 388. 
309. 400. 401. 415. 429. 434. 457. 592, 

654. 656. 700. 714. 718. 720. 724. 726. 

737 - ^ ^ ^ 

Pigot's ballion, Fort St. George, 409. 410. 

423. 427. 

Pitans, 548. 

Pitchandah, a fortified Pagoda^ on the bank of 
the Colnoon^ 539. 597. 600. 

Pitt, the company’s fliip, 50 guns, 368. 

PlnJly, 503. 590. 

Pocock, Admiral, 368. 369. 371. 395. 419. 
507. 510* 512. 513. 524. 525. 533. 534. 
604. 631. 

Poete, Chevalier, 558. 559. 560. 582. 585. 
Point Pedras, 5 i i . 

Polier, Major, 393. 394. 395. 496* 497, 
PoUpore^ a villtgc, 372. 373. 


I Pollams, 687. 

Polio) e, iorx, N. ofNelore, 309. 317. 

Pol) gars, 374. 384. 399. .;3o. 440. 463. 464. 

465. 467. 495. 502. 5-;4. 5. 5. 508. 5:9. 

527. 528. 53r. 332. 561. 563. 564. 565. 

566. 600. 632. 639. 673. 684. 687. 705. 

706. 707. 725. 

PondamalKe,^ 424. 464. 498 574. See Pon- 

doinaiee. 

Povdi^ a vill.i;;e. near Tanjore, 439. 

Pondiclurry, 368. 370. 372. 374. 375-. 397. 

399. 420. 4r5. 419. 424. 426. 

4.33. 41 <^- 4 ? - 452- 453 ' 4 S 6 . 
458. 459. 462. 464. 465. 466. 
463. 469. 470. 4; 4. 489. 491. 

474 ' 495 ' 496- 497 - 495 - 499 - 
503. 507. 509. 510. 515. 517. 
524. 5^5. 526. 527. 530. 531. 

533 - 534 - 535 - 537 - 5^8. 549- 
550. 556. 557. 558. 561. 566. 

574 - 577 - 59 ®- 592 - 595 - S 9 ^- 
597. 599. 6of. 602. 603. 604. 

605. 610. 612. 613, 6’4, 6rj. 
6i6. 619. 621. 622. 624. 626^ 
627. 631. 635. 6)6. 657. 638. 
639. 640. 64J. 64:. 643. 644. 
646. 65 r. 652. 653. 654. 655. 
656. 657. 658. 659. 663. 665. 
6;8. 68r. 684. 685. 6 S6. 687* 
688. 691. 692. 693. 694, 695. 
697. 698. ;oo. 703. 704. 707. 
708. 709. 710. 71 1. 712. 715. 
716. 720. 72T, 722. 723. 724. 
725. 726. 72:^. 7^1. 732. 734. 

, 735 - 736- 737 - 738. 739 - 

bound hedge, 665. 

Pondomalcc, 373. 384. 388. 498. See Pon* 
damallee. 


Poni, 494. 

Portiiguefe company, 66o. 661. 

monk, 637. 

Prefidencies, 503. 726. 

Prefldency of Bengal, 493. 558. 650. 

of MaJrais, 36^. 36;. 371. 372. 
3H3, 3^^ 38<S 419. 457. 462. 
463. 464. 463. 46 S. 493. 494. 
497. 502. 503. sz-j. 510. 515. 

539- 54'- 55®- 5^>3- 564- 574- 

603. 6r4. 615. 616. 624. 629. 

^ 49 ' ^^^ 4 ' ^^ 3 - 

673. 670. 684. 686. 706. 707. 
724. 725- 7^6. 727. 738. 

Prefton, 
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INDEX TO 


Pifflon, capt. 372. 395. 398. 399. 402. 406. 

407. 408. 414. 4T5. 424. 429. 430. 431. 

434. 436. 440. 45K. 462. 469. 515. 519. 

520. 5! I. 542. 601. 654 656. 657. 659. 

679. oS'4 687. 691. 692. 696. 698. 699. 

703. 704. 715. 725. 731. 

TVotCi'-lor, lire fliij), 512. 703. 709. 

PuJicotali,^ mnd fort on the Cavtri, 673* 674* 
086. 

Puducctah, the principal town of the Polygar 
ToAthn:nns 632. 

FulijcafCi 4 ,8. 7 i I. 

I’lilitaver, 4^7. 4)5. 561. 563. 564. 565. 566. 
567. 569. 632. 7.5. 707. 

(inernfhorough, an Eiiglifli fliip of war, 512* 
534. 709- 

R ijahmuml^um, a town, 3;6. 377. 382. 383. 

472. 474. 480. 481, 482. 559. 

Rajahs, 375. 3*^6 377.378. 

Riijah’s camp, 377. 

ofliccrs, 373. 

iroo[)S, 377. 378. 381. 383, 

PNaialifalxh, 368. 374. 399. 4 [5. 425. 526. 

527. 592. 638. 712. 720. 722. 

Raillard, lieutenant, 409. ^co. 501, 

Uamalii^ga, a Malabar, 624. 

R.imatiLy, a f()rt, 732. 

RavgnfillaiRs chcuitty, 631, 652. 634. 

Rnjiaarow, of Thiagar, 367. 

RaJkivarJum^ 703. See Kifhavaiuhmi. 

Rai!np jmcn. xc>\\r^ , E. ol Gingec, 6:13. 6^6.1 
6s 7 684. 687 691, ^Kji. 698. 703. I 
Redhdl^ laige colltftion of land lulls, near 
Pondiclierry, 610. 61 1. 626. 627. 629. 6.14. 
646. 647. f'52. 653 637. 658. 660. 66h. 
67:. f 88. 710. 

"Pevenoc, r.n Hll^li^l'l nun of war, 310. 534. 
Rhffhhs 465. 467. 

K ///iiivj idfrn. a fi'rr, N- E. of ELivow/lk^ 699. 
1\ ( ' IVli. [d.jiucd i!.f puicin 1( r.iiic aiKU] ol 
M dl Js 42-2. 

Kooi ui, 1 {'uienant, 41 1 . 

Rninar, re i- 4:00, 720. 721. 7:8. 

Ryal brji'> n, Fort St, G.cfgf, 403. 409. 

S.ulrofj 303. 397. 398. 406. 407. 409. 458, 
450. 498. 538. 544. s;6. 711. 720. 
fort, 453. 

Saint Denys, a French officer, 463. 

Loins, a French flfip of war, 512. 513. 
Salaba^'jing, 474. 475. 476. 481. 482. 483. 


490. 491. 492. 493. 504. 526, 532. 554. 
737 - 

Salawaui, 373. 399. 538. 

Salifbiiry, man of war, 312. 513. 514. 515. 631. 
634. 697. 711. 

Samel Cotah^ a fort, 537. 538. 559. 

Samiavemm, 539* 54^' 5S^* 55^* 597‘ 59^* 
600. 601. 

Sampetrow^ 531. 532. 348. 

Samfon, captain of the Hardwicke, 490. 556. 

Sand IJland,^ Pondicherry^ 70 1. ^\1, 

Snngam^ a town on the Pennar, 527. 

Saubinet, Mr. 367. 373. 394. 

Scot, Major, 671. 

Seid Muftoon, the nabob’s agent at Tanjore, 
438 . 

Sepoys, Englifl), 3^.8. 369. 372. 373. 374. 
377- 378' 379' 380. 381. 382. 383. 
384. 386. 387. 388. 389. 394. 396. 

397. 398. 400. 401. 407. 408. 41 1. 

412. 414. 416. 417. 418. 419. 421. 

422. 423. 427. 428. 429. 431. 432. 

4 U- 4 34 - 435 - 43 f’- 430- 44 °' 442 - 

444. 445. 446. 447. 448. 449. 450. 

451. 452. 4?;. 45;. 457. 459. 462. 

464. 466. 467. 468. 470. 471. 472. 

475 - 477 - 479 - 4^o. 484. 485. 4R7. 

4a8. 489. 494. 495. 499 - 5 <^‘- 

5C2. 503. 505. 508. 515. 5;8 523. 

527. 531. 5’5. 536. 5 '.7. 538. S'9. 

H'- 542- 543 - 54 ^- 549 - 50 - ?? 2 - 

';53' 55"- 561- 5f>3- 564- 5<^5- 

573 - 573 - 5 : 7 - 378 - 379 - 380. 
382. 583. 584. 588. 589. 59:. 592. 

599. 600. 6di. 603. 6 4. 6 5. 606. 

6o;. 6:8. 609. 610. 6.3. 614. 615. 

621. 622. 623. 624. 623. 627. 628. 

6:9. 632. 6]3. 634. 6 8. 641. 642. 

i 643- f>34- ^ 45 - 647 ' 64S. 649 650. 

651. 65'. 654. 656. 657. 658. 660. 

66;. 666. 66;. 671. 672. 673. 674. 

675. 676. 677. 678. 680. 68 r. 682. 

683. 6S7. 691. 692. 696. 698. 699. 

704 706. 7:3. 718. 725. 726. 729. 

730. 73.. 7 U- 738- 

FkikIi, 367. 372. 774. 37-. 378. 379. 
380. 381. 386. 387. 580. 395. 596. 

397. 39S. 399. joi. 407. 41;. 416. 

417. 4?4. 425. 430. 431. 416. 440. 

443- 444- 445- 44^’- 447- 454- 4S9- 

463. 471. 474. 475. 477 - 480. 4^6. 

489. 493. 495. 495. 501. 502. 504. 

506. 
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506. 

308. 

518. 

33 V 

535 - 

539 - 

540. 


.? 4 '- 

542. 

5 + 4 - 

5 3 ^- 

547 - 

548. 

549 - 


55 '- 

550 

555 - 

536. 

558. 

567. 

574 - 


575 - 

578. 

579 - 

582. 

583. 

585. 

587. 


590. 

591. 

592. 

595 - 

597 - 

5 -) 8 - 

5 > 9 - 


6 30 . 

601, 

6 34. 

605. 

607. 

6.8. 

629. 


6 10. 

61 3. 

6 1 4. 

615. 

62 3. 

' 624. 

6r j. 


626. 

628. 

Siq. 

630. 

631. 

63;. 

6?;. 


6 ’,8. 

6 ;g* 

640. 

644. 

645- 

652- 

657. 


638 

660. 

66 1 . 

666. 

67J. 

676. 

682. 


68 3. 

6S4. 

686. 

69 } . 

692. 

698. 

699. 


702. 

714, 

729. 

730. 

73 '• 

7 3 i. 


^erinyyapntami 

the c 

ipitnl of My/rre, 

463. 

638. 

673 

678. 

6 ' 5 . ( 

395. 





^eiiffgham^^ 466. 509 

• 535 

. 53S. 

51 -'- 

5 - 15 - 

549 - 

5 5 '^' 

50 - 

552. 

553 - 

573 - 

596. 

597 - 

598. 


599. 6oo. 6 du 615 639. 704. 737. 
Sliallcibury, Rail: (ndi-imar), 425. 426.427,428. 

_ 429- ns- 436- 44 ^- 432. 454 - 

Shanavaze Kiiaii, 47£;. 

Shencoffah 565. 369. j 

Sherlock, captain, 571. 375. 377. ! 

Shcl.ivafiilni^ 672. | 

^hotavdah^ 564. 

SidapctiOx tile little 384. 42 '. l 

Siguier, Mr. of the pailiamcnt o \ Paria, 737, 
Suiith, Mr. engineer, father of captain Joitpli 
Smith, 402. 

captain Joitpii, 3^-9. 372. 38;. 4<^2. 
419. 420. 437 458. 403, 466. 498. 

507. 535. 539 - 54 ^* 55 >* 5 ^>^* 597 

598. 399. 60c. 6a K 613. 616. 6,7 

618. 620. 621. 622. 630. 630., 
i".a](v.9 666 607, 66S. 670. 671. 681. 
682. 6H3 7 '4. 

C^.ptain Kic'iaui, 369. 372. 458.,5t5 

53 <^' 5 .^ 7 ' 5 ^ 9 - 540- 55 ^" 97 * 
613.617. 621. 673, 674. 675.676. 
677. 678. 679 686. 687. 7^-4, j (, y . 
captaui Mcplicn 591. 592. 623. 6:4 
723. 7.8. 799. 7io. 731. 7:;3. 
lieiitc » int Stephen, 394 * 

Somerfet, captain of th.c Cumberland, 515. 

Soirmcrs, fcrjcant, 599. 

boolitbgnr ^ a fort ne.ir Trinomaly, 625. 

Soupirc, Mr. 367. 370. 384. 401. 427. 462. 

469. 470.736. 

Soiitbfca Cable, an Eiiglilli man of uar, 7' i. 
Stf vciu, admiral, 312. 513. 631. 6 5 4. 655.636. 

657. 659.688. 691. 697. 703. 711. 726. 727. 
Stewart, captain, 471. 
iSV. David' Si 503. 

George^ s bajlion^ Foit St, George^ 409. 413. 


St, George^ a fort on a hill near 727* 729* 
730, 73 ^- 733 * 

Helena^ 631 * 

5 bajl '0//, r aid' cJ.e) 7^6.717.719#- 

Thomas's mounts 373 441. 

ledouht^ tatdicha j 683. 687. 6v^8. 
7or. 702. 712. 

Thome lajlt’ ri, Firt St. George, /j • 3 . 429. 
430. 433. 

tluo, 384 385. 388. .■}.43 446. 44-'. 
)W. 387. 3c, 6. 3^7. 41 1. 448, 

449. 451. 

town. 374. 584. 383. 386. 387. 
396. 400. 401. 406. 407. 4'''8. 
415. 430. 436. 452. 456. 
Siibaclhar, or Captain, 6 1 o, 634. 6S2. 692. 
Siibah, 483. 504. 

of the Decan, 504. 526. 

Subdcrally Cawn, 344. 

Siindci lai^d^ an Rnglilh man of war, 368. 5’:., 
513. 5i4#C7:c. 

Siirajali Oovvlih, 720. 

Siirati 725. 

Jaftoiy, 

Siirville the elder, a French caiit.nln, 514. 

Sydaf'Oi Lini.’tx town, 528. 531. 533. 

1 ali'-^ve ? near hLwcou 612. 

Tcvaaiif'd grove tlie middle of the Red Hill, 
658. 666. 
icdoubt^ 660. 662. 

Tinjoici 374. 38’4 t 99 ‘ 4 H- 43 <^* 457 * 4^S. 43(). 

440. 461. 463. 536. 537. 550. 

6e 1. 603. 615. 62c. 
coiaihy, ^69. 306. 405. ;03. 500. 6'4. 
615 623, (124- 650, 673, 677. 7C4. 

! r • " ^ ^ 

iTauioiIn* s, 4 , 3 4,6. 

79 ,;.'/, a laif^e body or refri^oir of water, 386. 
Tdlhh.n r\ , on the IJa.ubai 604. 6i 72 5 * 

^ r-d 7 ^"^- 

Tffy /0;f , 2^63. /|.66 467.6^0. 

Tlian OS, an R.ntdifli lh)p, 38?. 400. 


TL:m 7 '-V 7 

, Cz 

2. 




Triti oj ^ y(jp *0 

.8. 399 - 44 ^- 498 - 494 - 

463 . 

4 ' 6 49 w. 

^O!. 

v- 4 - 

5^9 

6 ! 6 620. 62 3 . 

b\h. 

0 7.618. 

6*9 

640. 

64^. 

6 14. 648. 632. 

654. 

6^7 679 

08 

,684 

686. 

691. 692. 69,’. 

696, 

697. 098. 

6.-9, 

703. 

7c 4. 

708,714.7^5- 

725 

711 - 






Timers-, 368 

. 302 

• 592 

, 603 

468 495. 409. 


Tinivdly ccuniry^ 

369. 

467. 

532 


5 H’ 

562. 


566. 568. 63d' 

• ^>39 


672. 

705. 

7 ^. 6 . 

707. 





TinivcH 



INDEX TO 


Tinivdiy Jijlnils, y 

toun, 4^)7* 5A0. 563. 564. 565. 560. 
6ji. 705.706. 707. 

Tmmhourgy a village, 577. 

Tobin, aa inurprtier, 719. 

Tondiman, 374. ^584. 399. 4H' 4 ^^* 495- 49^^* 
550. 561. 565. 569 6.0. 6. ;2, 650 673.677. 

Tmdiwnumi a town» 604* ^^5 ^^7* 6iO. 612. 
613. 

To)Kiires, 3^8. 46r.46P. 4^9‘49i'493- 535- ?36‘ 
539. 54^-55^ 5^^ 623-^^40.643.645.653. 
666. 09^. 729. 733. 

Totcum^ a mild foP, 551. 552. 598. 601. 
Trattcjuibar, 3F4, 437. 507.i6i4. 619. 691. 696. 
700. 704. 71 1. 

TravancofCi 564. 565. 566. 567. 706. 
Travancores, 566. 567. ^69. 

Tricalofe^ fort, near Tritmuilee^ 496. 625. 643. 
Tnchimurjgalunti a village, 610* 6ii. 612. 641. 
64.4. 

Irnclore^ a fortified pngoda, 398. 3 <3 9. 440. 
641. 

T)^makeity fort, 440. 

Ti met cherry^ a village, 533, 
frimhwajh, a town on ttie fkirts of Malrawze’s 
vvood^ 424, 430, 431. 434. 

Trimt^ddiy an out poll, 571. 

Ti incouomalie^ in the ijJand of Ctylon^ 5 iC. 3 1 1. 

533 - 7 II* 
hayy 507. 

Tiinomaltct 367. 59r. 603. 604. 625. 63P. 650. 

653. 654. 657. 686. 691. 697. 703. 708. 711. 
Tripajfom, 373, 374. 388. 

.Tii|..,ii<,rc. 4.4. 454 . 4 ') 4 . 4 '; 8 . 505. 515. 54'). 

TrkPermadre^ 478. 

Tupmy, 371. 372. 464. 494. 50a. 504. 505. 
5 A. 5.8. 500. 5 31. 540. 641. 

T^iplicanc hidgey 380, 387. 396. 

r/W, 385. 386. 387. 388. 389. 597. 
411. 

397. 401. 452. 

Ti Itchinopcly^ 369. 374. 383. 3(A 39S. 414. 
419. 4;8. 43c). 440. 458. 4^'5. 466. 4 ^’ 7 . 

494. 493. 476. 497. 49<;. 501. 503. S..7. 

5 ' . 524. 534. 5 ' 5 ' 5 7 - 5 --- 53 ''- S 4 ‘- 

547 - 34 ;- 55 ^- 53 • 55 -- 596 - 5 - 7 - 

5’^8. 5vj'^. 6oo. 6 ji. 6 5. 617. 62c. 621. 

025. 629. 630. 636. 63(;. 649. 650. 673. 

674. 675. 676, 687. 7r4. 707. 726. 732. 

n V’ 

/ • 

Trlvadiy mzx rondhlcyjyy 4 5. 4^'.6. 499. 629. 
631* 640. 641. 642. 645. 647. 652. 650. 
697. 699. 


Trivalore, 424. 

Trivan.horCy a village with a pagoda, 407. 414, 
Tiivr’iialore, ^40. 641. 

TikamIo^.i 1 tort near Trinomnlce, 625. 
Ttr'(tt^rt\ 367. 369. 470. /^93. 4.4 4^.7* 5^5* 
516, s- 7 ‘ 51 -^- 54 .- SV^ 572. 573 - 574 ' 
575 - 5 "'^* 

fuckeafaheh, governor of Vancliwalli, 516. 
Turner, ^1111^^^642. 0-32. 

Tutacorirty 366. 507. 70O. 707. 

468. 

1'vger, an Engliih ihip of war, 512. 513. 515. 

688. 69c. 7 1 1. 

Vfalim, 46 . 535. 539. 340. 551. 552. S97. 

598, 600. See Outatm* 

Utatoovy ftreigOts, 509. 

Vadaghmly 563. 564. 565. 

Vaidoie, 390. 577. 5'/6 61 1. 6x2. 624. 626. 

6^27.628. 620. 631.632.635,636. 
638. 641. 640. 65 I. 652. 653. 658. 
fort, 626. 627. 

rtdoubty boil iivi- hedge, Pondicherry y 660. 
661. 665, 666. 668. 669. 670. 671. 
680 716. 717. 719. 
road, 652. 

FanJmnjip 367. 372. ^99. 469. 470. 497. 502. 
Sto, 515. 5'6. 517. 527- 528. 53c. 531. 

533 - 5 ' 5 - 537 . 542 - 54 '- 544 - 546 . 549. 

550. 553. 565. s'/J. 573 - 574 - 5 ' 5 - 576 - 

577. 582- 5 *^^- 589- 590 - 59 '- 597 - 

599. 60 J. 602. 604. 605. 615. 624, 625. 

636. 650. 653. 712. 716. 737. 738. 
Vaniambadyy valley, 496, 

Vaficrot, captain, 434. 442. 443. 458. 590. 642. 
671. 

Vaughan, captain, 471. 

Fclorcy 424. 464. 496. 544. 549. 603. 626. 637. 
638. 725. 

Fendalore, a town, 373. 384. 408. 414. 447. 

574 - . ^ • 

Vengeur, a French fhip of war, 512. 513. 
Veniiiaghcrrt, the place of refidcnce of Bangar 
Yalcham, 528. 

Fcntivalum, in the hills, S. of Gingecy 684. 
Fcrameiliy, a fort, 732. 

Ferdachelumy 536. 539. 631. 632. 633. 639. 

684. 704. 

Verdiere, a French col. 37c. 

Viart, chevalier, French commander of Alani- 
parvah, 613. 

Ficra^andi^ 495. 624. 625. 633, 684. 

Fillaporum^ 



SECTION THE SECOND. 


f^iHaporm, 399, 440. 624. 625.626. 633# 640* 
641. 692, 698. 

VilUnore^ a fort near the Red Hill,- 309. 6 ro. 

61 1. 612. 627. 628. 629. 636, 638. 
644. 645. 646. 647. 648. 649. 652. 
653. 634. 656. 66i. 662. 6i^9* 7io. 
720. 

redoubt^ bound-hedge. Pondicherry, 665. 
666. 667. 670. 675^. 7 16. 719. 722. 
Plparee^ a viilc.ge, 389. 429. 430. 43 r. 
P^zagapatamy 375. 376. 377. 383. 400. 472. 

473- 474- 481^ SS4‘ 596- 
Vizeiamrnuze, 492. 554. 

p^izianagarum, the capital of Anunderauze, 48 !• 

554- 559- 

Vizvazypunt, a Morattoe officer, 685.695.7 .3. 
704. 708.714. 715. 

Volrondah, 440. 499 509. 516. 535. 599. 615. 

6j 6. 620. 621. 625. 626. 639. 663. 704. 
Voltaire, IVlr. 737. 

W^ncalmannar diJlriSls^ 49-* 

Wajliineloie fort^ 567. 568. 705. 

Watfon, admiral, 698. 699. 


I Weymouth, man of war, 512, 513, 514, 51 5* 

7 * 11 - 

WilcoK, enfign, 302, 505, 506. 508. 

Wood, captain, 508. 546. 548. 590. 592. 593. 
624. 625. 626. 

Woodi and n^ntains of Bangar Yatcham Naigue, 
371. 

Wootamally, a Polygar, fort and wood of, 56.^. 
JVoriorepollahtj I^olygar, 725, 

Yalore, See Elore, 474. 

Yanam^ 557 . 

road^ 474. 

Yarmouth, an Englifli man of war, 51a. 513# 
514. 515. 631. 

Yorke, captain, 280. 484. 485. 486. 487. 559, 
560. 

York, an Englifli ftiip, 71 1. 

Zemindar of Narfipore, 475. 479. 

Zemindars, or landholders, 482. 

Zodiaque, r^French fliipof war, 512, 513. 514,. 
iZulfacar Jung, 504. 587. 590. 5^92. 626. 


Luke Hanfard, Prin<-fr, 

Great Turnflilc, LincolaVlim Fields. 












